Google 


This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 


* «"« i»w^erajjj^i •-•. 




c ' T ' 

%4 ? 


nizs. 

1 

r' ' 


/7S? 


I 


i.* * 


i 

i. 


r 


s • 


>•■•*"» * .*• ■ * - #■-. 



THE 

Fortunate Country Maid. 

Being the Entertaining 
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became a Lady of the fir it Quality in the 
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IT is fo far from being dangerous, that 
it is in fome fort neceffary for young 
Perfons to be acquainted with the Pa£ 
fion of Love, that they may be able to 
(hut their Ears againft it, when it is 
Criminaiy^snd'kriow how to conduit 
themfelves in it when Innocent and 
Honourable. 

E HUET, 

X 

Btjhop of AtfRANCHES, 


f w> 
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TO 

Monfteur VAbbe cPOpede, 

One of the Chaplains to his Majefty. 
% 
'SIR, 

- 4 N Opportunity offers itfclf of 
A\ making my Acknowledgments 
to you ; I embrace it, and pub- 
lickly own the Obligations you have 
laid upon me. Tho' an erftire Stran- 
ger, you were pleas'd to bind me to 
you by Civilities fcarce to be imagined. 
Finding me hurt by a Fall from a Poft- 
,Horfe, you incommoded yourfelf to 
make room for me in your Chaife. 
Your Purfe likewife was in Common, 
which, without abfplutely difobliging 
you, 1 was not allow'd to ref ufe. Such 

A 2 Generality 


iv D E D I C AT I O N. 

Generofity h, yz*y rare! I was too 
nn*ch affe#$di syith this engaging Be- 
haviour, ever to forget it 5 the Re- 
membrance is ftill dear to me, and I 
am charm'd with the Thoughts of 
acquainting the World, that no one is 
.with greater Refpedt and Gratitude, 
than I am, 


Sir, 


Tour moft bumble and 


1 


moft obedient Servant % 


\ * V 


The Chevalier Dz Mouhy 



THE 

PREFACE. 

* * * 

T^HB Marchionefe of L. V. about 
< a Month jintty was pleas' d to fend 
for me to her Houfey I bad not the Hon* 
our to know her Ladyjbip* and defied 
to be excufed. In auctioning the Ser- 
vant, who brought we Meffage^ I found 
Jhe was very handfome* The Difiafie I 
have taien theje tafi three Months to all 
bandfome Women, was \tbe only Apology 
I made for my RefufaL Without doubt 
the Publick will be curious to know the 

« 

Grounds of this Indifference: At prejent 
- 1 cannot pojfibly fay any more than that 

one of thi moft beautiful Women in Paris, . 

born in the Country \ and whom 1 loved 

to Diftra£Hon y has been the chief Occa- 
Jion of my Quarrel with the Fair Sex. 
The Marchionefs, aftoni/h y d at the 

Reafon I gave for my Rudenefs, wrott 

me a Letter^ of which the following is 

an exaSi Copy. 


vi a PREFACE, 

T Was much furprifed at the Anfwer 
-*• you fent me: Perhaps you are a 
Man of Gallantry; if you imagine I 
have a Mind .to throw myfelf in your 
Way, you are under a Miftakc; I 
fent for you to beg a Favour at your 
Hands. Age and Beauty are quite 
but of the Queftion ; by your avoid- 
ing Women, one would conclude you 
are no Stranger to them, and confer 
quently you need not be told, that 
when they are bent on any thing, it's 
no eafy mattter to put them off: 
Therefore, affure yourfelf that unlefft 
you are with me, within two Hours 
after the Receipt of this, I fhaU give 
you the Truoblc of a Vifit, to know 
the Motive of your Refufal. 1 am, 

Sir, 

Notwitbjlanding the Dif appointment , 
Tour moft humble 
and obedient Servant. 


The Marchionefs of L. V. 


March 2$, 
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Tfe PREFACE. vii 

• * / repented the giving Occajum to thefe 
Reproaches j and accordingly waited on 
be Lady, upon fending in my Name, 
t was immediately introduced, and after 
9 gentle Reproof , obtain d Pardon, /he 
was pleas 9 d to inform me of the Affair, 
concerning which Jhe had fent for me. 

€ I am writing, Sir, faid Jhe, the 
1 Memoirs of my Life, which I think 

* will be of fervice for the Inftruftion 
of my own Sex*, but my want of Ex- 
perience iri Things of this Nature, 
has occafiorid l fo much Confujion in 
putting, them together, that lam obliged 
to have Recourfe to a Perfon in whom 
I might confide, and who could form 
fome Thing tolerable from this rough 
BrbugbL Madame de G — -, who, 
by Way of Parentbefs> faid a great 
deal in your Commendation, informed 
me, you have wrote fever al Memoirs 
which have been relijfc'd; that for the 
laff you publifh'd, you had no other 
Materials than what you gather d in \ 
one Vifit to the Perfon, who is the 
Subject of them ; I fatter d myfelf I 
might expeS? the fame Favour. Tour 

1 Difcretion § 




vm Ti? PREFACE, 

1 Difcrettm, and b&w far it might be 
4 relied on, was amply Jet forth. Itruji 
c . ym, continued Jbe, (giving me the 
* Manuscript) with all my Secrets. 9 
We dined together, mid that very Even- 
ing* J began to execute her Defign* I 
ant exceedingly pfests'd with the Honour 
offuch Acquaintance % a&jhe i$ a P erf on 
cf great Wit and Sweetnefs of Temper, 
weS deferving the high Rank to <tohicb 
Jhe is placed. 

The/e are the Mcmoitfs I nowpabiifi. 
%< lis needkjsfor me to advance, that the 
Defign (f the M«cbbncfc of L* V. in 
this Work is at once to divert and in- 
Jirudt her own Sex, to pface Virtue in 
ifs prtper Light, and to - engage thoft 
i#h& write, not t& deprive their W<kht 
<f ft beautiful an Ornament* 


% \ . * * \ * 
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THE. 

Fortunate Country Maid. 

IT is with the greateft Relu&ance imaginable I 
own my Extraction; perhaps by reafon of that 
fuperior Rank'I now hold in the WofkL : J 

On what Foundation this Vanity is grounded; ] ban* 
not determine; but, be that a« it will, I confers my 
felf greatly perplexed at my firft fetting oat* Religion, 
if s true, and proper Reflections have long finct convin- 
ced me of the Abfurdity of this Wcaknefs; yet iUl I 
can fcare perfuade myfelf that, groat as (hf is at pie* 
fent, the Marcbionefs of L. V. is originally, no better 
than J ant, Daughter of Jetm B. Wood-cutter m tht 
Foreft of Fontainebleau. •? . \ 

To fo mean* a Perfon P owe my Origin* My Mother 
waited on the Count tfs of N. near whofe Caftle Hands 
the Hamitt in which I firft drew Breath. My Father 
was Gardiner to the Count when my Mother fell in 
Love with him; and her Paffien overpowering the 
Lady's Remonftrances, whodefigned herabetteriPro* 
viiion, (he married at all Hazards, chafing tOTomthfe 
fame Fortune with him, which from very indifferent 
foon grew inuch worfe. For* leaving his Mailer, a 
Perfon much refpecled by his Neighbours, in art abrupt 
manner, he could not get another Service, and conse- 
quently was obliged to quit his Profefion. Upon this 
< Vol.L N°. i. B Kc 


• 2 The Fortunate Country Maid. 

he: fettled in the Harnltt X joft now mentioned, and 
took to cleaving of Wood in the Foreft for the Support 
of himfelf and Family. I was the firft Fruit of their 
Marriage; and as their mutual AffiN&onrrtumpiied over 
their Poverty, my Birth, inftead of creating any Unea- 
finefs, feetaed to befpeak them happier Days. How 
Air they were in the Right, the Sequel of my Star/ 
muft determine. 

' The Countefs did them the Honour to ftand God- 
mother; for it was not long before my Mother re* 
sained her Favonr. She wen to/ten to the Cattle, and 
Seldom returned empty handed; as the Lady had for- 
merly made a Confident of her, there might be Reafons 
for keeping up a good Underttandkig. 

The Marfutfs of L. P. Who lived in the Neighbour- 
hood was pitched upon by the Countefs to (land with her. 

The Ceremony was performed with fome Pomp, and 
ourFamfly experienced the Sweets of the Honour done 
to us, in tke Pfefentsufual on fitch Occafions. 

My Mother during the time fhe waited on the Qoun- 
tefif . who far the moil part lived in Paru> had feen 
fomothiftg of the World, which was of lingular Service 
in my Education. She brought me to an early Ac* 
quaittaiKQ with the Refervednefs fo becoming our Sex* 
of ten telling m*. that Virtue and Difcretion were fuita* 
We to ewcy Condition of Life. She confirmed theft 
ftecepts with, proper Examples, the recital of which, 
being a very agreeable Amufement, was often a Re- 
ward when I bthaved well. Our Family encretfed; a 
Brother and Sifter, with my felf, (pent our Childhood 
in doing tty Father little Services in his way of Bufi- 
nefi. The tender Conftitntioa of my Mother hindered 
frer front goiog with my Father to the Foreft, whither 
my Brother and Sifter went every day. I was left at 
Heme, with my Mother, and the hardeft Labour I un» 
dement wa* to carry their Dinner. This my Brother 
and£ifor continually relented as the Effefl of my Mo- 
ther's Partiality, tame, and their Complaints were often 
ieconded by my Father; fo that every Day afforded 
ne ftefii Inflafloes of that cowrie Behaviour whseh 


is 
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it continually growing upon thofc who are placed ki 
low Lift: Poffibly the Wind, whendcpreifed by Want 
and hard Labour, becomes incapable of tidaerotts 
Sentiments. 

Their ill Ufage made me very uaeafyj at proper 
Opportunities I bemoaned myfelr 10 my Mother. She 
comforted me, and directed aa Offering to be made of 
what I fuffer'd to God, by Whom, fite afford I mould 
be enabled to bear ray Afflictions in a prop** maimer. 

Nevertnelcfs they increased daily, efnetfatly as 1 
. aow began to fet fome Value on my own little Pnrfoa, 
being turn'd Tlnrtom. Iwsu4entoneDaywkh<]Maai 
to her Ladyrtiip at the Cnlttc ; She prcfcntedsnieas her 
God-Daughter to a Gentleman vary richly drefs'd. He 
was fo taken with me, that be could not forbear 'Cry- 
ing out fcvor&l *ime«, 'Heavens I howha ndfa n e m 
4 Ul She will prove* a Beauty : What £yei, Madam* 

* whpt«^ea^dwithia¥e? Takaaarewfcatyoa&y, 
4 neptied tkeCcimAfc, ftemrfil toofoon become acofuaHi- 
- 4 md with Things of th» Nature. Go, Go, JV**?, 

• dont wind him; He (ay* at much to apeiy one he 
•• moots'. This put me to the Bhiflv, ahd 1 was glad 
to g« off, making a very low, bat aukward Reverence 
*o my God-mother. 

My Head run very much upon what the fine Gen- 
tleman (far fiich I took him to be) had faicL What 
can he mean, thought I to myfeif, by faying my Bye* 
will be, I know not what, when eidmn'4 with Lwtf 
This Lave perpleaed me ; I fain would have met wirh 
it to try itt En%c\» on my Eyes. Neither Simplicity 
of Manners, nor Tenderncfs of Age, are proof againft 
' Vanity : Girls are ever apt to think tbemfelves hand- 
ieane; at leaft it was always my Weaknefs, and when- 
ever prais'd my Beauty, though I had no other regard 
'for them, were fare to pleafe me. 

Returning from die Fvsdk one day, whither I had 
carried fome Refrcihment to my Father, I percetv'da 
Company of Horfemen coming towards me. I drew olf 
to the Road fide m order to fee them pais. Though 
I had never tan sfce <&*#, 1 had often heard talk of 

B z Himr 


4 Tie Fortunate Country Maid. 

Him, a*nd, as I knew He was in the Neighbourhood' 
I was now in Hopes of fatisfying my Cunoiity. The 
Idea IJtad form'd of his Perfon, reprefented him al- 
together charming, and fo far diftinguifhable from the 
reft of Mankind, that he might be fingled out at h>ft 
fight from all his Attendants* When they came near 
me, I look'd lor the King with great Earneftnefs : But 
the whole Company being of the greateft Diitin&ion 
both as to their Perfons and Dreis, I was at a lofa; 
imagining the King % to be fure, muft be covered with 
. Gold from head to foot. They were almoft pail me, 
yet I had not found what I (6 earneftly fought. Upon 
this I run; haftily up to one of the Company, crying 
aloud, ( Sir, mew me the King, I never faw him in 

* my Life*. Wiihall my heart pretty Maid', anfwer'd 
the Nobleman with a Countenance exceeding aimablc, 

* That is he He. Which, Sir', cried I? « Give me 

* your Hand,' faid the Nobleman, then pointing widi 
it, « That is he who makes fo grand an Appearance 
on the white Horfe. Yes, yes, it is the king, 9 I 
tried ont .quite- tranfborted: * Good God how hand* 

* fome he is! How happy ihonld I be, if he did not 

* gofofaftl Oh dear, he is gone already P My Ex- 
clamations made him fmile, he flopped arid considered 
me with great Attention; Hie is a lovely Creature, fays 
he : * This unaffected Simplicity charms exceedingly, 

* and is infinitely preferable to the ftudied Arts our 

* Women put in pradice. Can any one behold Her 

* without being captivated ! Where do you live, *ny 
4 pretty Dear? In that Village/ anfwer'd I, pointing 
to it. * Will you give me leave to come and tee you: 

* If it depended, Sir, upon me/ anfwer'd I, ' your 

* Vifit would not be disagreeable; but I am not my 
' own Miftrefs- Let me alone to contrive it; replied 

* he, you (hall have no Blame.' Juft as he had done 
fpeajting, one of the Company comes galloping back x 
to him, crying oat, * the King calls for you, Marqutfa 

« his Majefty mod know what this Girl has been 

* enquiring of you about, and the Occafion of her 

* Surprife, which flie betrayed in fuch an agreeable 

manner: 

/ 
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4 manner : tke whole Court it mightily taken with the 

* Simplicity of her Behaviour. I don't wonder at it/ 
replied the A£t*f«^; ' yon fee what a lovely Creature 
4 it is; ow Mafter ought to give her a Gratification; 

* at leaft I'll do what I can to promote k. So will !»* 
added the other, looking at me very attentively. 

* Where doe* (he live? flic it exceeding hand tome; I 

* am defperately in love with her. 9 Saying this, lie 
ofier'd me his Haad, hot ai I would not take any 
Notice of it, he prepared to alight. This pot me 
into fuch a Confternation, that 1 took to my Heels 
towards 'the Village. ' Stay, day, pretty Maid, cried 
9 the Marquefs, No-body defigat you any Harm. 9 I 
fcarce heard thefe lad words, I had made to much 
hafte, never looking hack till I wat juft at home. I 
then perceiv'd only one Horfeman at the Place I rail 
from, and it was not long before I dtfcoverM the 
Marqutfs to be the Perfon I got home rail of what 
had pafs'd* and much taken with the Civilities I had 
received. My Mother knew me too well not to be 
feniible that fomething extraordinary* had happen 'd $ 
Jhe would be acquainted with it, and I very readily 
told the whole Adventure. 

* I am willing to excufe your Curiofity, faid tie, 
when I had done, for hit Sake who occafion'd it : 
another time be more upon your Guard. Not that 
yon were to blame in addreifing yourfelf to the No- 
bleman yoa fpeak of, as it was perhaps the only 
Means you had of finding oot the King; bat for 
the future look that you never differ yourfelf to be 
dazzled with an empty Show and the Diftoerfe of 
Men. As to th» Nobleman in particular yon never 
named him but with an unufuai Emotion. Ah ! Jtmt* 
Ja** $ all is not right : You have given yoof Eye* ton 
much Liberty ; wfeereat m regard of Men yon ought 
not to have any. Their PraMes are jaftlyto he (uf- 
pe£led,*t they always tend to promote their Defigns. 
Remember this* However, h mirft be ack no wletlged 
you afted very amdemly in 'making your Bfeape, 
wfaert the other !&Wcmar*begaa4o topertuaeyoo/ 

B 3 ' 
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A Neighbour happening to come in' upon Off pre- 
vented my making a Reply, which inereafed my Un- 
eafinefs and occafion'd many Reflections; I particu- 
larly refolved from the Moment to be more upon the 
Reiervt with my Mother* 

Great Camion fhoud be ufed in the Education of 
.Youth, lead in giving Inftru&ions they be taught thofe 
things to which they cannot be too great ftrangers, as 
vit happened in this very Caie. I had entirely forgot 
the Compliments, pafs'd upon me by the Courtiers, 
created the leaft Satisfa&ion in my Bread; but my 
Mother's Admonitions renewed thofe bewitching Ideas, 
and a new Pleafure arofe on recalling them to mind. 
All this was entirely owing to what my Mother had 
faid; and my retaking never more to make a- Confident 
of hef, was not the kail part of the Mifchief. 

I fell into a great perplexity of Mind, my efual 

Amufements became infipid, and nothing ran in my 

Head but the gawdy Appearance of the Court: Our 

clowntfh Neighbours, when' placed in Oppoihion, 

created a perfect Loathing, though hitherto they had 

been agreeable enough; particularly a Woodmonger's 

Son who had made fome Advances towards gaining 

my Aie&ions. Colin, for that was his Name, had 

fome Share of Beauty, was remarkably neater and 

more polite than is ufual with thofe of his Rank* 

He neglected no Opportunity of (hewing his Refpect* 

and as I was very fond of Flowers, he often prefented 

me Nofegays* His diftinguifiung me in this manner* 

though it chew on the Envy of others, was not in the 

leaft unacceptable to my Vanity: However, J had no 

fooner feen the Marqpefi % but, farewell Cohn* I ob- 

ierv'd this Alteration in royfelf, but my Thoughts 

were then in too great a Hurry to perceive the real 

Motive, which, neverthelefs was not long ondHcovcr'd. 

Three Days were now pafled fincc the Adventure 

which raUM this Commotion in my Breaft. The 

MarqutfSs Expreffions were never out of my Mind; 

Young as I was, far from knowing tbe Danger of fucb 

£*&*£&»•, I catorJaiii'd them with a fecret Satis- 
* ~ faction* 
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fkCtlon, I even repeated to myfelf hit very Words, 
particularly his ProntHe of making me a Vifit. Upon 
the leaft Noife I concluded he was come, and then a 
childiih Blofti and Flattering of the Heart were fore 
to follow to that degree, that oftentimes I was icarce 
myfelf. 

In fine, four Days were elapfed fince I met the 
Marqutfsy when, being at Church, I heard fome 
Horfes Hop ac the Door. Looking back on a fudden, 
Heavens! Who ftiould I fee hot the Marquefs himfelf, 
entering in fuch a graceful Manner as quite charm'd 
me and drew the Attention of the whole AfTembly on 
Him. Our Eyes foon met, for he prefently difcover'd 
me though in the midft of the Crowd, and in one 
Look, as I fancied, repeated all that He had faid in 
the ForefL 

* 

It was evident He mail be a Perfon of great Di- 
(linclion, for the Vicar immediately fent to invi:c Him 
into the Choir; He was forced to comply, an eafy 
Chair was brought and the Place cleared. 

I flared with all the Eyes I had, tranfported with 
the Deference paid to his Quality; fure enough, 
Prayers were never faid with leis Attention. 

Service was no fooner done but the Marquefs retired. 
In the Middle of the Church He flopp'd, and fixing, 
his Eye upon me, wbifper'd fomething to his Gentle- 
man, as it prov'd to be, who alfo looked at me: 
Then railing his Voice as he went oat, Hay in this 
Village, fays He, till roy Retinue comes np : I intend 
to dine at the Caftle, and in the Afternoon fee what 
Diverfion the Field affords. 

I was very well pleas'd to hear how He difpofed of 
himfelf, and as much concerned at his Departure, 
though I knew not why. My Eyes were continually 
upon Him, when at Jail he took Horfc with his At- 
tendants, the Perfon before mentioned Handing near 
Him; at going off he made me a low Bow. The 
Girls who were with me flared upon each other; 
* Look now/ fays One, ' how complaifant, the 
! Courtiers ares when do you fee our Clowns do for 
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4 Ay but,* cried another, < tid you take Notice hbw 
4 Jutndfome and genteel He w? Yet, ye» f f fays a 
Third, * one would {wear hit very Byes cou'd fpeak.* 
Though I faid nothing to all this, I did not lofe a 
Word of it. 

With this kind of Difcourfe we reach'd home, I 
tften looking behind me, in continual Expectation 
of fame new Adventure. The Anfwert I made, were 
vtry incoherent, fall as I was of the Vifit which 
Vanity had placed to my own Account. And yet this 
Satisfa&ion was not a little embittered when I refleded 
that the Marquefs dined at the Caftle. The Cnmttfi, 
it's true, was pa it her Prime, but had Charms fufficient 
to attraft the Gallantries of a Young Man; at leaft 
Jealoofy, reprefented it in this Light. 

But all this was pure Imagination, and I was foon 
convinced his Defigns did not center there. The Per- 
fon, He fpoke to in the Church, had the Addrefs to 
insinuate himielf into the Company of us Girls, as we 
were chatting together : He had fallen into Difcourfe 
with one of my Companions fo as to be eafily over- 
heard by me. ' How do you divert yourfelves on 
' Sundays/ fays he, do you dance j or, do you walk 
' about the Woods and Fields ? for thefe, I take it, 

* are your ordinary Amufements. Sometimes the One, 
9 fometimes the Other/ replied the Girl with whom 
he was talking; ' indeed Sir, one would imagine 

* yon was born in the Country,'** added She, * you 
4 feem fo well acquainted with the Cuftoms of it.* It's 
very true, fays He, * you are in the right: But fine* 
4 I had the Honour to ferve my Lord Marquefs, I 

* have buried all relifli for the Country in the Plca- 
4 fares of a Town Life. Notwithftanding thefe fine 
4 Cloaths, I am Country-born as yon are; but in the 
4 Service I am in, I look upon my Fortune as good 

* as made, fo Noble a Perfon is my Matter. Young 

* as He is, Sincerity, Difcretkm and Affability reiga 
4 in Him; his Word is as fare as the Day* we 
4 meet With few like him. He looks to be fach a 
! Perfon/ fays the Girl. ' How looks, replied the 

" ta Gentleman, 
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Gentleman, ' I tell you he never broke hit Word 
« in the leaft Title Bat I have been very unea/y 

* for Him of late. He is grown thoughtful and me* 
' lancholy on a fudden. What has happened to oc* 

* cafion it, I know not, bat he is never pot of the 

* Saddle now- a- days; no longer than Yefteiday we 
' fcour'd the Woods and High ways from Morning 
4 till Night : I (ho'uld be very Cottj to have him take 
' a Diilike to Paris, as it is infinitely preferable to 

* the Country both for Diversions and Company, nei- 

* ther of which is ever wanting there all Day long: 

* Whereas, here one muft work from Sun rife to Sun- 

* fet, and fcarce be paid for his Labour.' Whilft he 
talk'd in this Manner, He had in his Hand a Paper, 
which, by a Sign he made, I eaiilv underftood, was 
intended for me. Accordingly, taking a proper Op* 
portunity, He gave it unperceiv'd by the Company* 
By my Dexterity in fecuring this Billet do**, one would 
have imagined, it was not the firft I had received by 
many. I was no fooner withdrawn, but I found 
myfelf cruelly disappointed upon breaking open the 
Letter; my Mother, it's true, had taught me to read 
in a Book, but I was an utter Stranger to all written 
Hand.' At firil I thought of applying myfelf to- the 
School-Matter of the Village; but this was running 
too great a Hazard, efpecialTy after what had pafs'3 
between my Mother and me. There was but one 
Expedient I could devife, the very Thought fet me a 
laughing; and for a Country Girl of fourteen* was 
pleafandy enough contrived. 

It was my Admirer Colin, who could read and write, 
that I refolv'd to employ on this Occafion. 

An Opportunity quickly offer'd itfelf, tho' to me 
it feem'd an Age, by his waiting upon me with a 
Prefent of Flowers; I received it with greater Con- 
defcenfion than ufual, and the Emotion, my intended 
Project occafion'd, made every Feature in my Face 
appear to an Advantage. ' You are killingly handfome 

* to Day, my lovely Ji*»j? fays he, with an Air of 
Satisfaction ; * you fparkle beyond any thing one fees 

7 r « elfewhcre, 
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elfewhere, Faiik, 1 am continually thinking of yon) 
go where I will you are always before my Eyes, 
what a 4hape!' continued he, taking me abbot the 
Waift, • Colin, be quiet, I cried, can't you fpeak 
but your Hands matt be employ 'd? tThis tonman'- 
nerly Trick of yours fpoiTd«fne an Apron only laft 
Sunday, I fuppofe you intend me the fame Favour 
to Day. "Troth! I am to blame, 2 anfwer'd €*£*, 
he that breaks a Glafs muft pay for it, I ought 
to make you a prefent of ah Apron j I fhall go td 
Town to Morrow, and will bay fame of the fame 
fort ' That's not the Bufmeft at prefent, * mid I in- 
terrupting him, • you muft do me a Kindnefs. * tfldb 
you fifty, cried he, tmnfported; what is it?* Fllbe 
quartered to oblige you. Let us get firt to that 
Tree, replied I, that we may talk without being 
obfervM. What a happy Fellow am 1/ fays Cxtinl 
Ah \ Jrmty> indeed I love yoni and now Ipereeive 
you begin to make fome ftetarn-. Z%ohn, if it were 
once tome to mat, who km*** vrintthtfrht happen* 
It** true, yeufcave netaOreat; but what Vf that? 
it k net Money that makes People bappy: yon ere 

Ey, and is fair ae AMstafter, have Byes like a 
fe, and am ea Arait as a Maypole; 'that is For*, 
tune enough. My Father perhaps look* one way 
and I another; what then? He fhall hearReafon; 
or, Wnmds I'll go for a Soldier. All this, fays I, 
is foreign to what I am going to fay. Will you 
promife me ta keep a Secret and not be curious ? 
well!' anfwer'd Colin, * I fee you don't know me: 
1 would give you my Bond, if my Word was not as 
good; Wit nets the other Day: I catch'd, you muft 
£now, M*ttb*w'i Wife and great Gswgt in a Cor- 
ner ; She made me premHe net to tell her Hufband ; 
Jtefniggert. there weald be fine Work, if I could not 
keep a Secret : for that Reafon, replied I, yon are 
the Perfon, I pich'd upon in this Affair. I muft ac- 
quaint you mat a Friend of mine has received a 
Letter ; but as ftVcan't read, (he has employ *d me to 
know of yoa the Contents, and getan Anfira wrote 

•if 
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* if it be-neeeflary. Let's see, let's fee, fairf Ottm> tak- 

* kg it out of my Hand, « that's loon done. Is it not 

* from the Gentleman in Red, I few talking before 
« yonr Door 1 ? Right/ anfwer'd U ' everjoy'd to 

* 6nd him oa a wrong Scent. Blows T added he, 

* I am gjad on'ti I was a little raffled to fee him 

* fo bufy . I began to think he might have a Defied 
1 apon yon. There yon would have been quite 

* put, anfwer'd I, for he never fo much as fpotte a 

* Single Word to me. That I am feafiUe of/ re* 

* plied Colin," for I took Care not to be far off! 
€ Bat let's fee what have we got bete. I wMh him 
' well fincc it's foi otherwife, for all bis Finery; 
9 I would have made him know what it is to tread 

* upon People's Heels? faying this he read as ml* 
' lows.' 


The Marqjje&s of L. V7. Letter. 

■ 
To J A N E B. 

THIS is the only Metbod fyt me to acquaint yeu t 
toy charming Creature, nuitb tbo deep Imprison 
you made on my Heart from tbe fir ft Moment woe **/. I 
fvwu: in hopes of feeing. yen again ai tbe fame Place f and 
bavt. been continually en Harfeback in queft of that Hdppi* 
ntfs. At laft I thought if your Parifb Church where T 
might poffbly JUiyou. I Jbaii not fpeak to you atpnfent% 
bnt will order Matters Jo as to da it without being 
obfernfd* Be not ^wanting, my dear Girl, en your Part 
to affift in what I ftmU contrive hereafter for your 
Semnc*. It's impoffiom to exprefs bow much I lev* 
you* 

The Marquess of L. V, 

4 

IJiften'd 
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I lifleiTd to what Colin read with the greateft Atten- 
tion; I even made him repeat it feveral times, and 
felt a Satisfa&ion I never experienced before. To be 
beloved by fo compleat a Perfon was a bewitching 
Thing for a Country Girl, whofe Ambition could ne- 
ver have look'd fo high. As I was taken up with 1 
'this Refle&on, Colin, who eafily obferved it, cried 
out, ' Why Jenny, roethinks this Letter makes you 
' thoughtful. GadzcoAerr, if it mould be really fo I 
t would tear it.— Lord I am thinking,* fays I, (be* 

* ing come to myfelf, and apprehenfive left he Ihould 
' fufpeft any Thing) of my Friend ; me mud be very 

* happy to have fuch a Perfon in Love with her. One 
' would think he is iincere by what he writes, and 

* consequently (he ihould not difcourage him. No 

* certainly, replied Co/in, She that woilljiot when She 

* may, if he is in earneft, She ought to ftrike the 
« Bargain at once without Jbilly Jbally\ which ruins 

* fo many Girls They muft be coy forfooth ; they 
« muft mince, they mufl fiddle fad die; and what 

* comes of all this ? why the Spark gives them the 
' Bag to hold, rinding a better Reception elfewhere, 

* and they may go hang themfelves. Pho, the Bird 
' is flown, and they put Finger in the Eye, marry 
' come up, is it not fo, Jenny! I fpeak of us Coun- 

* try Lads j but as for your Town Ge*htry, do you 

* fee, why you had belt have a Care of the main 
« Chance, tor that is all they want, and then leave 

* you to make the beft of a bad Market 

'Ah! true enough, anfwer 'd I, none ~but Fools 
« will Trult them. By, by, Colin, I muft go and ac- 
« quaint my Friend with the Contents of her Letter, 

* and know what anfwer me will give. I'll be with 
? you again prefently and bring Pen and Ink for you 
« to write the Anfwer, will ye Colin? there is no 
' Occaiion for fuch a Hurry, fays he, but you are aT- 
' ways in hafte when I am by. Well, well, Colin, I 
« replied, we fhall have Opportunities enough. Adieu, 

* I am under a Promife, and a Maid, you know, 

* muft keep her Word, 

Saying 
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Saying this I rofe and made the bed of my 
Way towards the Village. But being come to a 
Warren, which had a retired Place in one Corner! I 
there threw my felf on the Grafs and run over the 
Letter in my Mind. Vanity had already found the 
Way into my Bread, young as I was, and betray* 
ed itfelf on a thoufand different Occafions. My 
Cloaths were foperior to any in the* Village, and yet 
I often (laid at home under a pretended Indifpo- 
fition, when there was any new Piece of Finery 
wanting to compleat my Drefs. This frequently 
drew-the Raillery of my Acquaintance upon me to 
my no fmall Vexation. I found in my felf an 
Elevation of Mind, which would not fuffer me to 
ftoop to a Carriage fuitable with a cfowniih Life. 
My Soul was on Fire at the very Name of Paru t 
and when my Mother gave me the Hiflory of any 
Country Girl, who had there made her Fortune, i\ 
always run in my Head, I (hould have the fame 
good Luck. Let any one judge then what an Jm- 

grefton the Marguefs's Perfon and Letter muft makej 
ly Head ran on nothing elfe, and my Pride drew 
very favourable Confequecces for the Time to come. 
Above all I determined to anfwer the Letter, tho' 
the Shame of owning I could not write, gave me 
fome Uneafinefs; and yet I refolved to do it, that 
I might not be obliged to employ Colin any more, 
lead his diftruftful Nature fhould difcover my Affair, 
befides his very Perfon was become difagrelable 
from the Moment I fancied my felf beloved by the 
Mar quift. Such were my Reflections at that Time 
of Day when ( had not the Addrefs I acquired after- 
wards. People may talk of natural Parts, but 
without Experience, little is to be expected from 
thence. I had the Precaution before I came from 
home, to furnifli myfelf with the neceffary Imple- 
ments for writing, and as I had (laid a fufficient 
Time for talking with my fuppofed Friend, I return *d 
to Colin. When he law me coming he ran to meet 
me. 

Vol.1. N 9 . 1. C ! Dear 
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4 Dttx Jenny, favs he,, you have made hafte. Yt$, 
I replied, I met Molly in the Warren, (he was m a 



gage 

* one too many for her Hufband. We have no time 

* to lofe, fays I, interrupting him, let us write the 

* Letter. 

Colin took the Paper and making a Defk of the 
Crown of his Hat, ' now, fays he what muft I write 

* to this fine Spark. Why, ftie would have you tell 

* him, anfwer'd I, that, 

" She has not fo good an Opinion of herfelf as to 
." imagine he can be fo much in love as he feems to 
" fay: that, notwithftanding her mean Education, 
" ihe knows the Duty fhe owes herfelf, well enough 
" to be fenfible of the unfuitablenefs of the Paflion, 
" he aims to create; that me could wiih, though (he 
•• knows not why, he were fincere in what he fays: 
" That ihe cannot write and confequently is obliged 
" to have recourfe to another in Order to anfwer his 
*' Letter; but ihe will not run the fame Hazard any 
" more, for Fear. " 

* Thank you for nothing, cried Colin? interrupting 
roe, « I'll write no fuch Thing. Why fo, fays If 

* That's only to have done with me, replied he, 

* when you have no further Occafipn.— No, no, 
9 the Devil take me if I write it. Come, come, 

* Colin t anfwer'd I, let's have no more Words, we 

* may be furpriz'd before we make un End. 

He complied at laft, muttering fomething to him- 
felf, and my Letter ended with a grateful Acknow- 
ledgement of the Marqusf$\ Kindnefs. 

As foon as the Letter was finifhed I put it up and 
return'd home., Colin accompanying me, which I was 
well enough pleafed with, leaft my Mother fhould 
take me to Talk. She approved of our Correspon- 
dence/ as ihe had her Views in it, and would gladly 
have had his Father in the fame Way of Thinking, 
there Ibeiog considerable Matters to be expected. 

* , When 
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When t reached, home it was Time to goto Church, 
whither I was followed by the Marqu$fs\ Gentleman, 
who placed himfelf clofe behind me. I caBIy under- 
Hood, though f was bat a Beginner, that he waited 
for my Anfwer. My Prayer Book was the belt Con- 
veyance I could pitch upon for giving the Letter, and 
which, by his Dexterity, fucceeded admirably well, 
foon after I retired and faw no more of him- 

It is not to be exprefied, how much I enjoy 'd my- 
felf upon having accomplish 'd my Defign, without 
being difcover'd. What a Jkjlful Matter muft Love 
be, employing every Thing to compafs his Ends ! 
Under him I made a con fide rable Progrefs in a fliort 
Time, and foon became a great Proficient, as we 
fliall fee hereafter. 

We were fitting down to Supper, when who mould 
come in but the Mar quiff % Gentleman followed by 
the Mayor and Curate of the Village. I no fooner 
few them, bat the Apprehenfion of being difcover'd, 
pat me .into fuch a Fit of trembling and blufhing, 
t£at it was well no one observed me. The Stranger 
addreffing himfelf to my Father, enquired if one of 
his Daughters did not fometimes carry Provisions to 
certain workmen in the Foreft. * Yes, Sir, anfwer. 

* ed my Father, that is ihe; come hither, (ays he/ 
fpcaking to me, ' how have you contrived to bring 

* all this good Company hither ?* The very Tone of 
his Voice ftruck a Terror into me. « Don't be 

* frightened, pretty Maid,' cried the Valet de Cham- 
brt, feeing me in fo much Confufion, c thefe Gen* 

* tlemen and I intend you no Harm ; and though it 

* is by his Majefty's Orders, which my Lord Marque/} 
1 has received, we fhall fay nothing to Mi Or but 

* what k very agreeable. Her Name is Jenny r at 

* your Service,' cried my Father, interrupting him t 
< we have no Mifs here. If ihe has not had that 

* Title yet,' replied the Curate very folemniy, « me 

* may hereafter. But that is neither here nor there, 
' This Gentleman has fomething to fay to yon, and 
t deferves your Thanks for the Pains he has taken to 

C a find 
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* find out your Daughter. We have been at twenty 

* Places before we came hither. The firfi we en- 

* quired of was John It Moim your Goffip, then of 
« jams Roufly, after that we were with Thomas la 
f Vignt t nevei dreaming of you being of fo little 

* Note. However it is all come out, and I am noc 

* forry for it.' 

This Harangue of the Curate's put me to the Blum, 
as there was no Occasion for Jiis running us down at 
fnch a Rate. 

* I was going to inform you/ fays the Valet de 
Chamhre, * that my Lord Marquefs has ordered me to 
' make enquiry after a Girl who was in the Road 

* leading to Taft Wednefday^ when the King 

* palTed t>y. The Occadon of this is, he gave his 
« Majefty an Account of the extraordinary Surprize 

* with which (he was feized at his Prefence. The 
< King was fo well pleafed with the Accident, that 

* he has fent a Gratuity by him. And fince yon are 

* the Perfon, Mifs, I'll go and acquaint my Lord 

* Marqutfs. No, no, cried ont my Mother/ over- 
joyed at what (be heard, * Til take her to him 
« myfelf j it will be too much Trouble for him to 

* come hither, nor- h this Place fit to receive him 

* in. 

The Curate approved of it, but the Vakt dt Cham* 
hrt, who knew his Errand, very readily replied, that 
it was highly improper $ * my Lord, fays he, is in- 
trailed with the Execution of the King's Orders, 
and to my Knowledge will not be wanting in the 
lead Tittle. Do you day here, and I'll acquaint 
him with my good Succefs, which will be very ac- 
ceptable, as he is a Man that very much delights 
in A6U of Generality." 
He went out as foon as he had done fpeaking, 
followed by the Curate, who big with the Honour 
of being concerned in an Affair where the King's 
Name was employed, gave me a Tap on the Cheek, 
bidding me « be a good Girl and God would bleft 


me/ 


We 
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We remained entranced with what had paffifd, -4)1 
our Neighbours, who had been upon the Waif h, 
Came in Crouds and awak'd us with their Compli- 
ment* upon the Occafion, feafon'd with an Air of 
Envy, they could not difgnife. As to my Brother 
and Sifter, they took fo little Care to hide their Jea- 
loufy, that ray Father eafily difcover'd it and repri- 
manded them accordingly. The Adventure affe&ed 
him very much, and as he did not want Senfe, he 
began to fee thro* the little iU Offices that had been 
done me, ( Good Luck attends her/ fays he, fpeak~ 
iag to the Neighbours, that were prefent, * and did 
' Jo at her Birth. She is good natured enough, and 

* with God's Grace and the Reverend Doctor's goo* 

* Advice, fhe may come to fomething. 

Whilft my Father was thus entertaining himfelf 
and his Neighbours, my Thoughts were not idle* 
As fimple as I was, I could fo far unravel this Ad* 
venture, as to fee it was owing to my Letter, and no 
more than a Pretext for an Opportunity of feeing me 
often,, without giving Umbrage* and perhaps with a 
View of doing me fome Service. 

I was charm'd with the dextrous Method he had 
taken, and easily conceived it was only a Stratagem^ 
though I was willing to allow it the moil favourable 
Name. What a happy Meeting) faid I to myielf. 
Who knows but my Fortune is made and I may one 
Day bid adieu to the Village. On the other Hand I 
was not without an ominous Apprehension ; poffibly 
this Nobleman, thought I, with all his Protestations 
of Love, may only defign my Ruin ! The Adventure 
of a young Woman of the Neighbourhood which hap* 
pen'd but two Years before, and I had jail been ac?* 
quainted with, raifed this Sufpicion, which otherwise 
perhaps had never enter 'd my Head : Examples often* 
times ftrongly influence our Conduct, and it's frequent- 
ly owing to the Misfortunes we fee in others, that we 
ihun what might otherwife be inevitable : A faithful 
Mirrour I and well deferves to be confuted. But to 
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return to this young Perfon, whofe too great Security 
*nd unthinking Vanity prov'd her Ruin. 

Her Name was Chariot \ fhe was handfome, well 
ihaped, and of fo fweet a Temper, as endeared her 
to all her Acquaintance. Her Circum (lances, it V true, 
were but mean, yet fhe had very advantageous 
Matches propofed to her, the mod inconfiderablt of 
which was a very fufficient Provifion for Life. But 
thro* Inexperience fhe overlooked fuch favourable 
Profpe&s. Her Father indeed, who judged better, 
preffed her very moch>to come to a Refofution, and 
by a proper Choice to advance herfelf in the World : 
But the amiable Temper of bis Daughter was an in- 
vincible Charm, to hinder him from laying an abfo- 
lute Command, in Oppofition to the Diflike (he had 
taken to Matrimony. Things remain'd in this Situ- 
ation for fome Years, tiH a fatal Accident, fhe little 
expe&ed, brought on her Ruin, and an unavailing 
Regret for having preferr'd her own Inclinations to 
thofc of her Friends. 

Going one Day to fell Fruit at T*nttantbUau % fhe 
heard fomebody call to her from a Window. Upon 
this fhe went up to the Houfe, which made a great 
Appearance, and was met at the Door by a Servant, 
who fhewM her into an Apartment very fumptuoufly 
furnifh'd She found a young Perfon fitting there in 
a rich Night-gown, as foon as he faw her, ' come 

• in, Sweet-Heart, 9 fays he, * let's fee your Fruit, it 

* fhould be good/ fhe readily uncover'd the Bafket, 
and, Hackfter-like, aflured him very ferioufly no bet* 
ter could be bought. Whilft fhe was thus employ'd 
in fetting off her Fruit, the young Nobleman (for fuch 
he was) confidered her very attentively. 

The Duke of , the Perfon fhe was talking 

with, was now in the twenty- fourth Year of his Age; 
much given to Women and Pleafuret, to which Pur- 
pofe a certain Part of his Income was entirely dedi- 
cated. A handfome black Man, his Eyes livery be- 
yond Imagination. His decent Carriage and appa- 
rently modeft Behaviour, were bewitching Allurements 

to 
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to fuch as were unacquainted with him. Debauched, 
as he was, in fatisfying his Appetites, he neve* 
employed Treachery, but, like many others, was 
ruled by his VmUt d* Chambrt, one D*fin t the baft 
Purveyor to his darling Paflion. 

As to Chariot fhe always went very, neat ; fier Be* 
fcaviour and. Sweetnefs of Temper, fecondcd by her 
Beaoty, foon made a conquett of the Duke's Airec* 
tions. 4 There is nothing about you, fays he, but 

* what is very taking ; your Baiket of Fruit is what 
' I take the leaft notice of. Your Goodnefs, Sir, 

* fays (he, is pleas'd to think fo ; but from a Coun* 
4 try Girl, yon muft not expect a fuitable reply to 
4 fuch Compliments. I have often heard that yon 

* fine Gentlemen find a Pleafure in diverting your* 
4 felves at the Coft of poor fimple Girls like myfelf. 
4 How ! faid the Dukt interrupting her, I fee you 
4 don't know me : My Sincerity was never queilion'd, 
4 for I fcorn to fay one thing and mean another ; 
4 but fince you are pleas'd to be of a contrary Opw 
4 nion, I have done. I don't pretend, replied fhe, 
4 that you faid any thing I can take amifs, or that 
4 you had -any fuch Intention. No certainly, con- 
1 tinned the Duke, unwilling to frighten her from 
4 coming again : We'll fay no more of that ; I have 
4 a Mind to buy your fruit, that is the bufinefs ; I 
4 fhall be glad to have more another time.* Saying 
this he made her a genteel Bow, and retired to his 
Clofet after he had ordered his Valit de Cbambrt to 
take Care of her. * Shew her,* faid he, the Larder 
4 that fhe may Breakfaft, and let her be paid.* A 
Glance of his Eye inform'd Dufim how to behave. It 
was what he had been often ufed to. He treated 
Chariot with great refpcft, paid her double the 
Worth of her Fruit, and under Pretence of enquiring 
where it grew, learnt her Place of Abode. He infiftcd 
on her promifing to call again, and attired her the 
Dukt would take her Fruit as often as fhe came to 
Town. In a Word, his Complifance was fuch, that 

fhe 
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Jhe went away very well fatisfed, with a full Refo- 
forion to cone again as foon as poffible. 

Her Father's Subfiftance was a large Orchard, 
which fome Years turn d to a very conuderable Ac* 
count. He was mightily pleafed to hear what an 
advantageous Market his Daughter had made, and 
the Profpeft of felling his Fruit upon the fame Terms 
for the Future. Two days after he fent her again to 
Town ; (he was immediately admitted at the Dub's, 
who behaved with the fame Moderation as before, 
and me return'd home better pleafed than the was 
the firft Day. 

The third time me came, who mould open the 
Door but the Duke himfelf, very richly drefs'd ; a 
handfome well made Man, as was before mention 'd. 
CharUt took but too much Notice of him. * Yon 

* feem furprised, my pretty Maid, faid the Duke, to 

* fee me come to the Door myfelf $ I think my $er* 

* vants are all loft : But they often ferve me thus j 

* they know my good Nature, and are apt to abnfe 

* it ; come in, they'll be here foon, we can chat in 

* the mean time/ Upon this, he led her into a par* 
lour fitted up in the moft elegant tafte, ' Lord, cried 
' Cher lot, what a fine Place I Yes, my pretty One,' 
replied the Duke, « It is fo whilft you are in it. Sit 

* down, my Angel, lay afide your Bafket. Comet 

* come, continued he,' feeing me made a Difficulty 
of doing it ; ' Sit down, I fay, you are at home 

* here, ufe no Ceremony : I am a Stranger to you, 

* otherwife you would know £ am a great Enemy to 

* all Formality !* atlaft »e was prevailed with to fit* 
« My Valet de Cbambre informs me,' Continued the 

Duke, ' that yon live at N— <, I go fometimes that 
4 Way, I'll call and eat fome Cream with you; I am 

* fond of it, but from your hand it will be delicious; 

* for, to be plain with you, CharUt, the firft Mo* 

* ment I beheld yon, ray Heart was dedicated to yoot 

* Service. How happy mould I be to gain your Fa* 

* vow f Why don't yon fpeak,' added he, taking 
her by the Hand, < why this Silence r It puts me on 

•the 
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c the Rack. What you have been faying, my Lord* 
anfwered CbarUt, with her ufual fweetnefs, ' hat CO- 
4 vered me with Confufion : This is the firft Time of 
' my hearing fuch Things, how (hall I be able to 

• make any Anfwer ? 1 wifli I had fenfe enough to 

• do it \ bat the fimplicity of a Country Life ■ 
f . That adorable Simplicity/ replied the Duke in a 
Tranfport, « is one of your greateft Charms ! How 
' much more preferable would the whole Sex be, if 
' adorned with that, as well as with your other ra- 

• vifliing Graces! But yon don't underftand me, un. 

• fortunate Wretch as I am f If my Eyes fpeak not 

• for me, alas, alas, Chariot ! Words can never ex- 
( prefs a paflion like mine. 1 All this while he grafp'd 
her Hand, kifs'd and bathed them with his Tears ; 
in a Word, a&ed the Part of a Man overwhelmed 
with Affliction. Chariot was naturally tender ; thefe 
Geftures and Expreffions, far different from what flie 
had ever been acquainted with ; the handfome Perfon 
of her Admirer ; her young Heart fufceptible of an 
Imprefflon ; all put together, perplex'd her exceeding* 
hr. * I am much concerned,* faid fhe with an Air of 
Companion, * that I (hould be the Caufe of your 

• giving way thus to Affliction : Had I foreieen it, 
4 I would never have come near the Honfe. On the 

• contrary, replied the Duke with great Earneftnefs, 
4 the Sight of you can only afford me Relief ; thofe 
4 Eyes muft pronounce me happy or miferable. What 

• would I not give, that you could view the inmoft 

• Thoughts of my Soul ? You would fee how you 

• triumph there !' Saying this, he endeavoured to 
take her in Itis Arms ; (he was too difcreet to fuffer 
It, but rifing up, told him with a bafhful blufli, (he 
plainly faw it was time for her to be gone. She made 
towards the Door in order to go out, when the Duke 
throwing himfelf . before her, cried out, « Stay, my 
4 Angel, you are M\ftrefs here, and have nothing to 

• fear: Stay, flay, Til do whatever you require, I'll 
' provide a Hufband for you ; I'll fettle you hand- 
' ibmely in the World. • I am too young/ (he replied, 

* • to 
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* to make any Anfwer to fuch Things : In the Name 

* of Goodneis let me go ;' faying this fhe wept bitter- 

* ly.' The Duke, convinced that he only loft hit 
Labour, endeavoured to pacify her, and, with great 
Difficulty, at lafl compafs'd it. The Valet de Cham* 
ire's coming in put an End to her Fears * Never- 
thelefs ihe returned home with a difquiet Mind arif- 
ing from Love ; the Scen,e fhe had beheld, had it's 
EfFeft ; her Heart was entangled, and in a few 
'Days ihe long'd as much to lee the Duke, as fhe; 
was before defirous to avoid him. It's true, her 
good Senfe enabled her to refill any Thoughts of 
returning $ but this Force upon her Inclinations was 
fo violent, as very much prejudiced her Health* 
She grew very pale, as we all remarked, though 
we could not fo much as guefs at the Caufe. 

Eight Days were sow pafjed without her hearing 
any thing of the Duke, when he came to the Village 
and enquired after a Man whofe Daughter had 
brought Jbim Fruit. As he was the only one in the 
Place that dealt in that Commodity, he was foon 
known, and the Duke ordered all he had to be 
lent home, he then took a Fancy to walk in the 
Orchard where it grew $ Chariot" i Father waiting 
upon him all the while. By the Time he imagined 
his Project had fucceeded, he retired. 

While the Father was taken up in attending the 
Duke, his fubtile Valet de Cbambre, applied hunfelf 
to the Daughter. He exerted all his Eloquence to 
feduce her, and draw her to Fontainhleau % in order 
to comply with his Matter's Palfion* 

He took a great deal of Pains to fet'off his Birth} 
Wealth, and Perfon ; he laid before her the great 
Advantages that might be made of fuch an Amour;** 
but all to no Purpofe. He changed his Battery, 
and employed the Appearance of Virtue to draw her 
into Vke. He proposed the making her a Dutchefs; 
which he allured fhould foon be brought about if 
ihe would come into his Meafures. He reminded 
her of her own condition, and that fuch an Oppor- 
tunity 
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tanity of aggrandifing herfelf was not to be negleft- 
ed for an imaginary I?un8iUo. Here her Refolutioa 
began to fail her ; Love and Ambition prevail'd fo 
far, that fhe promised to come the next Day to 
Town, to fee, as he expreffed it, whether there was 
any Defign of impofing upon her. 

Dupin acquainted the Duke before-hand with 
what had patted, and fliewed him the Neccflity or" 
diflembling with Chariot, if he hop'd to facceed in - 
his Defign s. ' Thba art certainly bantering me/ 
replied the Duke; * though I love the Girl<to Dif? 
tra&ion, I'll not enter into any Engagement with 
her, which I don't intend to perform, much left 
commit fo great a Folly as to marry her* Neither 
Love nor Money ought ever to countenance pre* 
pofterous Matches. Depend upon it Til never fol- 
low the Example of who in order to gratify 

his Paf&on was guilty of a thoufand Fooleries, and 
then to crown the Work, married his own Maid. 
A very vertuous Wife, perhaps you'll fay •, but I 
dont much admire the artful Methods fhe made ufe 
of to gain her Ends. I could mention ■ who 

was drawn in to marry a Baker *s Daughter, by her 
taking Advantage of hi« Fear of Sprites. His 
Valet de Cbambre afted the Part of an Apparition, 
threatning him with eternal Ruin, if he did not 
make an honeft Woman of her. He was heartily 
frightened, and the Plot fucceeded. The Earl of 
i s much in the fame Situation. He lay under 
Obligations to a poor Girl who had faved his Life, 
and rather than part with Twenty Thoufand 
Livres, which fhe deferv'd at his Hands, he very 
fairly married her to fave his Money. J might 
reckon up a great many more unequal Marriages: 
thefe Parts furnifh many Examples,' but they mall 
never prevail upon me to make one of the Number. 
So take your own Meafures for bringing the 
Matter to bear: I own I am in Love; but remember 
I will neither make, nor perform, any Engage* 

ments.* , 

Thfe 
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The Valet de Chamhre endeavoured with great 
Earneftnefs to prevail upon him to talk with Chariot at 
lead in an ambiguous Manner, on the Subject he had 
entertained her with the Night before : But all in vain. 
The Duke had honourable Principles, though his 
Youth hurried him into fome Excefles. When Chariot 
, came, he perfuaded her not to infill upon any Thing, 
alluring her that nothing could fecure his Mailer's 
Affections more, than an iniire Confidence in his 
Honour. * Your Compliance, faid he, with his 

* Requeft, will in a few Days, make you a Dutchefs,' 
And the better to fatisfy her as to this perticular, he 
reckoned up feveral Examples, v which makes the 

* Thing, fays he, evident beyond Difpute.' Cbarht % 
incapable of deceiving others, could not fee thro' 
the Artifices, by which this Villain at lad drew her 
into the Snare. The Vanity of becoming a Woman 
of Quality, the high Rank, and its Confcquences 
with which (he was flattered, dazzled her Under- 
Handing; in fine, (he agreed to fpend a Week at 
Fontalnbleau, on Condition her Father would give his 
Confent. A Pretence watibon contrived. A Meflage 

^was fent in the Dutchefis Name, the Duke** Mother, 
to her Father, in order to have her to Town; he 
thought himfelf much honoured in the Affair, anb; 
fent her very willingly. 

She was no fooher there, but all Engines were at 
work to oblige and divert her. She began to relifh a 
Life of Eafe and Pleafure ; but what put the finiflung 
Hand to the Bufinefs was, fine Cloaths and Drefs, of 
which (he had always been paflionately fond. She, 
fancied herfelf already a Dutchefs ; here ihe faultere~d ( 
and here her Ruin was compleated. ' 

Every Day fhe expected to fee the Effe&s of* D.upin't 
Promifes, and he as often found Pretexts to put her 
off; Time dipt away, her Lover was upon the Point 
of going to Court, to which his Rank, and Employ- 
ment about the King's Perfon, called him. Her Paf- 
lion for the Duke was inexpreffible, and at Ihe was 
ufed by him with the greateft Tendernefs, ihe thought 

herielf 
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herielf perfedUy Happy* But at laft ihe found her* 
felf with Child,, and the Duke gone to Coat* with- 
out bidding her Farewell. His- PafEon was fitted, 
and almoft worn oat; the Valet dt Chamhre was di- 
rected to rid him of Chariot, The poor Creatine 
began to forbode her Misfortunes;, her Comneice 
with the Duke had given* her- an Inflght ioto things 
ihe was no longer a Ample Country Girl. She/ faw 
plainly the Danger fhe was in, of being discarded : 
She had: mentioned to her Lover the Promises made 
her in his Name, but he difowned them: She wept,, 
tore her Hair, and took on bitterly, bat a)l to no* 
Burpofe, the Duh went away without the leaft R- 
motion. 

She taxed the Faltt it Qxmbre with it: the Vil- 
lain threw the blame on his Mailer, and was the foil 
m calling him an Impoftor. But Chariot now made, 
defperate, was not to be put off with plaufible Pre* 
fences; (he exclaimed fo loudly againft her Deceivers, 
that- the Duke, to whom Dupin had fent an Account' 
of her Rage, apprehending the Affair's becoming 
Publick, propofed a confiderable S«m of Money to* 
wards getting her a Hufbaad. She Hood out a long' 
Time, but convinced at laft that her Ruin was inevi- 
table, ihe came to a %efoIution. She took the 
Twenty Thoufand Li<v?es, part of which paid her 
Portion in a Monaftery to which fhe retired, the reft 
fhe diftribnted among her Relations. The Affair 
made fome Noife ; though, , till then it had' been kept 
private; it was now no longer a Secret to the whole. 
Village. 

I had been acquainted with this Affair, which, 
with all its* Circnmftances, came frefh into my Me- 
mory on this Occafion. I refolved with ray felf to- 
be ■ more - wary and more difcreet than the unhappy- 
Chariot: In vain did my Inclinations, prejudiced a» 
they were, fide with the Marquefs, ana* fet him ofFia 
themo&faironrable Light My Virtue interpofed; I 
determined never to fwerve from its Di&ates, and, 
aa often as my Heart (hould give Occafion, to call it 
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to my Affiftance. From that Mordent I have con- 
stantly adhered to this Maxim, and have jtxft Reafon 
to look upon it, as the Foundation of all my good 
Fortune, Under the Dire&ion of fo good a Guide, 
there is no Danger of going ait ray. 

I was taken up with thefe Reflections, when word 
was brought of the Marquefs'% Arrival; he came lead- 
ing the Conntefs, and was follow 'd by a great deal 
of Company, whom he found at the Caftle: He 
had already acquainted them with what had happened 
when I met the King on the Road, and the Gratuity 
his Majefty had order'd But he did not inform 
them that the Affe&ion, he had at that Inftant taken 
to me, had put him upon laying the Circumftances 
of my Adventure before the King in fuch moving 
Terms, as put his Majefty under a kind of Neceflity 
of (hewing me fome Regard. The Company were 
fo well pTeas'd with the Account, that they ail re- 
folv'd to fee in what Manner I Ihould, behave on the 
Occafion. This gave the Countefs an Opportunity of 

informing them, that the Matquefs of L. V , 

Father to the young Nobleman, was my Godfather, 
The young Marquefs was fecretly tranfported w»th this. 
Difcovery, and which afterwards ferv'd him for a 
Pretence when, under his Father's Name, he gave 
me fo many fignal Proofs of his* Love and Genero- 

fity. 

As the Company drew near, we advanced to meet 

her Ladyfhip. She no fooner faw me but fhe call'd 

out, ' Come hither, my dear Jenny> I am overjoy'd 
that you begin fo early to taile the Sweets of your 
good Fortune: don't be afraid, 1 continued fhe, fee- 

ng me in great Confufion, '. We know your Educa« 
tion has been fuch as a Village affords. How do 
you like my God-daughter, my Lord ? Her Carriage 
is not the polite it j Dut with good Breeding, (he 
may make fome Figure in the World. 1 Indeed, 
Madam, replied the Marquefs ; * your Ladyfliip 
mud pardon me; I think this pretty Creature very 
well oehav'd; fho wants but little Improvement, 

Mo 
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•• to be as you would have her." The Company 
bailed themfelves in commending me ; one extol'd 
my Beauty, my Nc attic fa and Fancy in my Country 
Attire $ another prait'd my Complexion; a third 
thought my Hand and Arm much beyond what is 
ufual in Low Life: In a Word, every one contribu- 
ted fomething to encreafe the Perplexity I was in. 
As to my Father, he afforded no fmall Diversion 
with his, ' She's yonr Servant; No indeed; I wifli 
(he were." My Mother made no Anfwer, but a 
great many Courttfies; whilft I was the only one 
who did not dare to look up, and if any thing about 
me could create Delight, it muft have been the ex- 
treme Confuiion I labour M under. 

When the firft Volley of Compliments were over, 
the Mar$*efs f addreffing himfelf to me with as much 
Refpea as if I had been a Dutcheft, faid, « The 
4 King has commanded me, my pretty One, to pot 
« into your Hands this Purfe of Thirty Lcuu iQr*si 

* You owe it to the fingular Satisfaction you exprefled 
9 at feeing his Perfon; an Account of which was 

* given him: I am exceedingly pleas'd he thought 

* fit, to employ me on this Occafion, and the more 

* fo, as I find, by this Lady's Information, that my 
4 Father ftood with her at your Chriftening. It's 
4 what I was unacquainted with before, but I dare 
' engage my Father will be extremely pleas'd to hear 
4 of this Adventure. That you may aAure your felf,' 
replied the Coumttfj; * But Jinny, what do you fay 
4 to my Lord Marquefi? You muft thank him for the 
4 Pains he has taken/ 1 made him a Curtchy, and 
acknowledged the Favour, but in fo low a Voice, 
that I dare fay no body could tell what I faid, nor 
indeed did I know very well my felf. ' Mind, fays 
' the Covntefs, winking on the Company, How mall 
4 I put her to it; Come Jenny, continued (he, tell us 

* fincerely what you will do with your Money ? How 
' will you lay it out ? Since you are pleas M, Madam, 
1 to command me, anfwcr'd I, the bdk Ufe I can 
' put his Majefty's Bounty to, is to give it my Mother. 

D 2 . How, 
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How, did the Marquefs, haiily, < Won*t you keep 
4 fame ibr your own Ufe ? indeed, my Lend, I 

* replied, fcarce faring toJook him in the Face, I 
1 don't want any tiling; I fliall only beg of her to 

* have jne te»tgj6/ /* write, that it ever I ihoald he at 
4 any Diflance, I may be abile to enquire after her 
' Health/ He was charm 'd with my ready Anfwer, 
which he underftood perfectly well by my Letter which 
CoJia wrote. ' Ah ! Madam, cried he, taming to the 

* Caunttfi, how commendable n this Defae <of Im- 
4 >provement; it would be barbarous to "the laft JDe-» 
« gree, not to fecond it : It » mot my Defiga, replied 
:' the, Covntefr, -failing, to be guiity t>f any inch 

* Thing; Til fee if I to© ♦can't do Something proper 
•* far the King to .be infoem'd of. J***y 9 fays Ihe to 

* me, 1*11 take you Heme with me, this very Even- 
4 Ing, if yoa have a Mind; are you witting to go f 
4 Upon this, tarntng my fclf to my Mother; You 
4 arc the propereft radbn, dear Mmmm* laid i, to 
4 «en£der what anfwer me ooght to; return to my 

* <5odmother*8 great Coodnefe.' But my Father iaved 
her the Trouble,*dling her Lady fhip, he thought Jum- 
fchf much honoured by fucb a Favour. The Ommttfs % 
turning to the Mmymfi, told him, ihe undertook 
the Charge of me, and weald endeavour to make 
ene deferve the Notice his Mtje&y had been ffoas'd 
to honour me with. < Take your Leave; JtmyS laid 
flie tome, tairningaboot and followed by the Company. 
I embraced my Mother and the reft of the Family with 
Tears in my Eyes, feeling at that Inftant the Force of 
Nature in aa upright Heart. Here 1 was not at a Loft, 
but gave full Scope to my Affections ; fo true it is that 
Shame accompanies eeiy irregular Paifiora. I gave the 
Purfe to my Mother, who told me in a Whifocr, ihe 
would not fail to buy me ibme new Cloatht fit to ap- 
pear in. Having taken my Leave, I &>Uow'd the Com- 
pany who were now at ibme Diftance. My Mother 
did not leave me till i had join *d them, nor then neither 
till ihe had charged me to be always Good and never' 
to forget that no true Happiacft could be expected 
without it. The 
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The Marquefs often looked back. He no (boner 
faw me alone, but coming up to me, * How happy 
<ieareft Jenny, am I, (ays he, to have it in my 
Power to fee you, and from t me to Time to re- 
new facta a delightful Satisfaction ! I with I could 
make you comprehend, how dear fo long an aft - 
fence has coft me. I am very fenfible, my Lord, 
anfwered I, how much I am indebted to yoor Ge- 
nerosity : I hope you will accept of the Acknow- 
ledgments J make, though they are far fliort of 
what they ought to be; you muft attribute it to 
my fmall capacity, and the Company 1 have been 
ufed to ; they were no better than myfelf, and it 
could not be expected but I mould be much con- 
fafed on fuch Occasion.* ; perhaps, when I have 
been fometime with my Godmother, I may learn 
more breeding. Your good Senfe charms me, re- 
plied the Maryuefi : It wants only a linle Improve- 
ment ; but, ybu muft learn to diftinguifh your 
Friends. And give me Leave, my dear Jenny^ 
not to lofe this favrurable Opportunity, but to 
fpeak as becomes the fin cere it Friend you have. 
You are beautiful, and will every Day be more fo: 
The Covntefs fees much Company, and coi fequent- 
\y it cannot be long before Addrefles will be made 
to you. But remember, few young Men ate in 
the fame way of thinking with myfelf; they carry 
danger with them, and will leave no Way untry'd 
to ceceive you : If you liften to them, you muft 
give me over for loft. I need not fay any more at 
prefent of what I have to fpeak of, a little Expe- 
rience of the World will let you into Part of it. Irt 
the mean Time, endear yourfelf as much as pom- 
ble to your Godmother, bating the ufual Foibles 
of the Sex, a good Woman ; and endowed with 
excellent Qualifications worthy your Imitation; 
Some other Time I will give you her Chai after as 
a Model by which you may form your own ; you 
fee I don't treat you like a Child. Neverthekfs I 
* ought to aik your Pardon for taking upon me to 
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* gjve you Leffons : lot the great Share I mull bear 
i» every Thing that concerns you, makes me thus 
l9$k forwards into your Affairs. I mull not for- 
. get to acquaint you that her Ladyfiiip has a Daugh- 
ter, who, as Ac is much inferior in Point of Bean • 
ty, will be jealous of you from the firfl Moment. 
Her Brother is a handfome young Gentleman, and 
} have Reaibn to think will be as little able to re- 
fill your Charms as myfelf $ this gives me tome 
Uneafinefs, as well as hit having continual Op* 
portunities of feeing you. He will make Love, 
and perhaps gain upon your Aficclions: Iffo, 
what muft become of mc ? 
* I don* know, aniwercd I, what Love ts ; I have 
hitherto lived very happy, unacquainted with any 
Uneafinefs* but what arofe from feeing my Mo- 
ther in Affli&ion, or the Peeviflineft of my Brother 
and Sifter. There is nothing but your generous 
Behaviour towards— No more of Generofity, re- 
plied he: I am in Pain when you bellow that 
Name on fuch trifling Marks of the moll tender 
Friendship. You are not yet acquaited with me : 
When you are, you'll be fenfible, how happy I 
am in this {mall Opportunity of fhewing how ten- 
, derly I love you Lord ! faid I fmtling, you are 
always talking of Love : Let it reft till I know 
what it is, and whether a Maid may be allowed 
to hear of it. I'll teach you what it is, replied 
he. No, no, my Lord, ! cried; my Mother haa 
often charged me never to Kften to Men ; fince alt 
they fay only tends to impofe upon m : I dare fay 
my Godmother is of the fame Opinion Take 
Care, replied the Marqpifi very earncftly, that 
you never mention a Word to her concerning my 
Pai&on. She is of a jealous Temper, of which 
more hereafter ; it may prevent my feeing of you, 
and upon that my vcrv Life depends. Nay then, 
added I, there muft be harm in it, finer yon are 
afraid to let it be known. No, my deareft Jtnny, 
there ianone* live * better Opinion of me V I 

, :: ' " waa 
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was about to Reply : I found a facility in doing 
it, that fin-prized me. I was under no Reftraint 
with the Marfuefi, and if he had been one of my 
Play-fellows, 1 could sot have reasoned with great- 
er Freedom. I was about, I fay, to enquire why 
he mould give bimietf this Preference, when my 
Godmother taming about, called to me : Upon 
which we made op to her. ' Howjiow, fays fhe 
to me, what are you lifteniag to the M*rfmtfs t 
What Subject has he been upon ? Love to be rare. 
Remember, Jemy, its Poifon, and oftentimes fatal. 
I know nothing of the Matter, Madam, anfwered 
I : My Lord, to divert himfelf, I fuppofe, has 
been enquiring after our Country Amufements, 
and I have given him the bell Account I can. Its 
very true, fays he, this pretty Creature has de- 
fended them in fo lively a Manner, that I prefer 
them far beyond the Pleafnres of a Town Life.* 
The Cmnttfi rallied him on hit new Tafte; the 
Company took up the Snbjeft ; till, without per- 
ceiving it, we had reached the Caftte. 

The Cptmtefs was no fooner in her Apartment, but 
me called for Mmdttmfellt de Pare : She had been for- 
merly her waiting Woman, though at prefent had no 
other Employment but so govern her Ladyfliip, as 
well as the reft of the Family. She might have 
fomo fifty Years over her Head, was lean and 
wrinkled ; n Countenance much upon the Weedier 
and the Devote * me would always be of your Opi- 
nion till yon had placed a Confidence in her, which 
me was fare to make a Handle of, to tyrannize 
with impunity She knew the Intrigues of the Fa* 
mily, was always finding Fault, except her Avarice 
Werpofed : She loved Money, and made no Secret 
of it on proper Occafions: Any Faolc would be ex- 
cused were Prcfents mediated a Pardon, it was to 
this .antiquated Piece of Formality I wa» given m 
Charge; ' I recommend toy God -daughter to 
* year Care fox Education, laid the Gww^t© her * 
I ft* i* good conditioned, and m*^?;"*^ 
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* dined: I make no doubt but ihewill advance 

• apace under your Diredion. Do you know the 

• King has taken Notice of her, and given her 
« Thirty Louis a* Ore. Thirty Louis a* Ors f Cried 

• Mademoifelle de Pare interrupting her; no little 

• Matter I allure you : Where are they ? Her good 
« Nature, replied the Countefs, prevailed on her to 

* give them to her Mother : She had done better to 
1 have kept them, replied the old Abigail with a 
' Frown, I could have laid them by for her as well 
« as another. Who knows what may happen : 

* How could you be fa giddy ! She would have 
' known where to find them at a Pinch. That's 
' not the Buiinefs we are about, faid the Counte/s, 
4 interrupting her, where will you lay her. Why 
' in my Chamber, anfwered de Pare*, where can fire 

< be better. That's true, faid the Countefs. But the 

< firft Thing, fhe is fet about muft be to learn to 
. * write : When (he can do that I'll take her to Ver* 

« faiiles, where (he (hall return the King Thanks for 
'his Bounty in her own Hand writing- It may 

* poffibly engage him to continue it. Very true, re- 
' plied my new Govern efs ; that's no bad Thought.* 
Daring this Converfation, I never opened my Lips : 
My Heart mifgave me ; I dreaded my prefent Situ* 
ation, and with regret looked back upon that, I had 
juft now left. After much Difcourfe of this kind, 
Mademoifelle de Pare feized on me as her Prey, and 
ever after followed me like my Shadow. 

The Marq uefs ftaid fome Time at the CafUe, during 
which he continually fought for an Opportunity to 
fpeak with me : But this was no eafy Matter, as I 
was always with my Governefs, or elfe in the Cows* 
tefi\ Bed-chamber learning to Embroider. I fome- 
times met his Eyes, and learnt from them how dif- 
agreeable this Reftraint was to him ; by Degrees I 
became acquainted with their Language. Whilft , 
he (laid, nothing aiFe&ed me bat the endearing Re- 
flection of being beloved by him : I apprehended no 
Harm in amufing myfeif with the Idea of him ; 
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methooght, requtwd It of me : frivolous 
Pretext ! Fatal Miftake I A Fire lay hi* under its 
gentle Heat pleased at jprefcnt ; .tout toon broke oat 
with .greater Violence* Meakmajelk D'elbitu, the 
Cwnttfi's Daughter, was about fifteen Yean of Age) 
of a fair Complexion, the only perfonal Advantage 
(he was Miftreft Of: Her Eyes large and dull, bat 
in that particular, Iaipoflon ; for (he did not want 
for- Wet, though, at shot Tine, it was unequal, and 
not very taking. Her Countenance deceives one 3 
the 'being iin Appearance, good-natured and engage- 
hag, hut in walioy, jeuwioui and fatten. In Confe- 
deration of favours received farni her Mother, whett 
atairiWe, I would gladly havootNtted this Cha- 
vater ; but it was iinpra&cafcle to proceed in my 
Story without b r ing in g her upon the Stage, a* ieveral 
fotuie Events wtfl be found mtwdv owing to her 
Treachery and Malice* All I can do in <!hn cafe it 
to&ften the Touches, when I mall have Otcafrm 
to fpeafc ofner hemfter. To this Day my Revenge 
has been oery favourable ; but if Jhe ftiould know 
me again, it will Ik htr latere* to keep her own Se- 
cret. My hafte Experience did not prevent my dif- 
oemm* the TJaeaJmett aiy Arrival at An Canto 
CMUted an her. When every one *He took a Liking 
•e me, (he was in a different Way of tbtekiag, and 
by her haughty Behaviour dimfcmed the j(bod Opi- 
nioo other* had of me 5 I was "very fenfible of her 
Coleaefe, or rather her Envy, in tny Regard. It 
gave ate feme Concern. The Chevalier her Bro- 
ther was in the other Extreme : Prom the #rft Mo- 
meat he began to fancy me. I was convinced of 
k by his Behaviour, and his Dttbourtc : he looked up- 
on me a* an agreeable Amufcment for the Thne ho 
was to ftay at the Caftle. My innocent and unaffect- 
ed Carnage, feemed to promife him an eafyConqueft. 
In a word, he wat exaclfy what the M*rp*f$ had de- 
scribed ; tall and weii-maped ; his Behaviour, in ap- 
pearance, obliging, hut in reality far from h. Very 

psffiooate, and tike hit Sifter, e^oellvely haughty. 
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Where he endeavoured to pleafe, he would artfully 
difguife theft ill Qualities \ but if the Succefs did 
not anfwer, he was Aire to employ Artifice and 
Force. I had lei fare enough to (tudy both^heir 
Characters, and the Ufage I met with from their 
Hands, taught me by fatal Experience never to form 
an Opinion of any one from the firfk Impreffion, nor 
contract a Friendfhip, unlefs with thofe, whom, by 
a moral Certainty, I knew to be of a Cbara&er very 
opposite to theirs 

The Marquifs had the Dexterity, the Day before 
he left the Caftle, to contrive an Opportunity of 
fpeaking with me, whilft I was in the Counufs\ Room 
at my Work, and a great deal of Company prefent, 
who dined at the Caftle. . He propofed Pbitraon to 
her Ladyflup, and under Pretence of not underhand* 
ing the Game, prevailed upon her, with vtry little 
Difficulty, to hold the Bank for him. The Com* 
pany immediately engaged, and through their Eager* 
nefs at Play, MadmmfiUi it Pare, the Marqutfs, and 
myfelf were foon left alone. He offered her a 
Louis £ Or to venture with, in which (he mould go 
Halves if (he had good Luck. This was a Temptation 
not to be refitted. Her Back was no fooner turn'd, 
but addreffing himfelf to me, • How happy am I, 
' my deareft Jemy, faid the Marqu*fs> in this Op- 
portunity of talking with you 1 1 have long fought 
tor it : What would I give to enjoy it tftry Day ! 
I am going, my lovely Creature i I cannot ftay 
any longer without difcovering what it is that fixe* 
me here. May I not enquire before I go what 
Place I have in your AfFe&ions ? Speak, my Angel, 
don't refufe me this Satisfaction; Life's a Burthen, 
to me without, at leail, the Hopes of gaining your 
AfFe&ions. Confider it is very uncertain when I 
(hall be able to fee you again, and yet that is the 
only Comfort left me, in the Situation in which 
my Paffion for you has placed me. 1 He uttered 
this with fo much Tendernefs, that I could not for- 
bear looking at him, fetchinga deep Sigh at the fame 

Time. 
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Time. 'What means that Sigh, my Charmer; 
cried he, in the inaft affectionate Manner. Am I 
fo happy, finccre as I am, to move your Compaf- 
(ion? Ah! my Lord, replied I, leave me I beg; 
whenever you are near or fpeak to me, I am not 
myklf. What do you aim at ? W hy do you purine 
a yoong Creature of my low Condition. I know 
very well my Diftance ; yet I am not afraid to fay, 
that as great as you are, if your Defigns are dis- 
honourable, they (ka.ll never fucceed. God forbid, 
cried he, that 1 fhould have fuch a Thought. All 
I deiire is to love You and obtain your Favour. 
Alafsf To what Purpofe, anfwered I? Why does 
every Gentleman fay the fame ? I« it the Fafhion 
at Paris? In all my Life I never heard fo much of 
Love as within the eight Days I have been here. 
How ! cried the Marqutfs quite amazed, this is the 
firft Time I could ever have an Opportunity of 
making my Addreffes to you. As if you were th£ 
only One! anfwered 1 very innocently! All the 
other Gentleman are continually upon the fame 
Strain; but in particular, the Count ft % Son never 
fufFers me to have a Moment's Quiet. Heavens I 
fays the Marqutfs , interrupting me, fure he is not in 
love with you. I can't tell what it is to be in Love, 
replied I; but if every One is in Love, that fays 
fo; he certainly is. And what Anfwcr do you 
make him, cried the Marqutfs with great £arneft- 
nefs? Really I take fo little Notice of what he 
fays, anfwered I, that I can give you no Account. 
But this I know very well, I (hould not be forry 
if he concerned himfelf no more with me than his 
Sifter does. May I depend upon this, my dear 
Jinny? faid the Marqutfs, a little recovered. Don't 
yon find a Pleafure in hearing him ? Ah ! not in 
the leaft, anfwered I very fimply ; fo far from it, 
that one Word of yours makes a much greater Im- 
preffion on me than a Hundred ot his. How fhe 
charms met cried the Marqutfs. How happy 
fhould I be if 1 were convinced of what Die fays 
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* with fo^ much Sincerity! I would* not change- wry 
*- Condition witti.any Thing.the whole World,affiard«. 

* Repeat, it, ones more,, my. lovejy E>ea*: YQu>reftore 

* me to Life; my whole. Haftjjinefs depend* on 

* that Acknowledgment, Heavens! what have I 

* faid? replied I, aftoniflied to fee him. thus trajrf- 

* ported. What is it thajt pleafes you fo much? 

* Perhaps, I may have done amifs without* knowing 

* it? No, no, faid he interrupting. me: haftily; never 

* think of a&ing otherwife. If your* Heart. haa ear- - 
'• plained itfeif, don't contradict it; it; fhall never 

* repent its Condefcentions in my Behalf. My 

* Heart has faid nothing! anfwered J, interrupting 

* in my turn very brifkly If I have let drop ,any 

* Words, without knowingtheir Meaning, you ought 
4 not to. fake any Advantage from thence, What? 

* am I to go away {hen, replied the Mar guffs, 

* over-whelm'd with Vexation and. Regret? Your* 
« Heart fays nothing ! To another it may pofii My> 
' fpeak. Farewell Life, fince I have incurred. your> 

* hatred/ Thefe laft Words were fpoke in fo moving' 
an Accent, that they afFe&ed me very much: I look* 
ed at him, and the extreme Sorrow, I faw, in his 
Countenance, made me heartily repent I had been 
the Occafion of it. ' Good God! I cried with .great 
4 Anxiety; what a Misfortune is it not to know how< 

* to exprefs one (elf I that's the Reafori I am thought 
< tp fay one thing when I mean another* Why* 

* mould you afflict yourfelf in this Manner? It wa» 
' far from my Intention, fie&fes its. wrong in you 
43 to give any heed to a Perfon who has not Wit e- 
€ nougji to anfwer you : Have bat Patiene till I hayo 

* learnt fomo. from my God-mother, and then I'll 
4 fay nothing that will give Offence*' Ho could not 
forbear fouling at my Ingenuity. ' There it is again I 
4 cried I, this Moment you were- ready to cry; and 

* now I have made fome Blunder, yon are laughing 
'at me.* Very well! its high Time for me to hold 
4 my Tongue.' I fpoke this with fome Warmth* 
and fell to, my. Work, withpat *aton*thc If aft Notice 

of 
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of a thon&nd paffionase and tender ferpteftettv he 
employed c* pacify me. 

At lair, wearied ont wick iny db&nacy; the) 
J/<*f«*// remained (ilent: Imagining he was gate; 
I ieoked up haftfly to fee what wa* become o# hiw, 
but wa* much out of Countenance to find him tok- 
Mg ftedfaily on me* ' You certainly defigM my 

* Dea*h r faid he, fmca yets will* met vduchfefe me at 
« Word nor fo much at a Look. What have i dene) 

* to deferve fuch Ufage? I go theft with svhen*^ 

* Heart: Cruel Creature! farewcl for ever/ This 
moved me : I was obliged, methoaght to jiftify nry- 
fetf from fuch an Imputation : Of how great Force 
is- Prejudice, in the Conduit of oar Lives? • No, 
' my Loud, anfcieKd I with (bme Waftftth; my Be* 

* haviour cteferves do fuch injurious Names. I am 

* not, nor ever was, cruel to any Thing ; fo far from 

* it, I can't fee a Lamb killed without crying. I 
( never could hurt the lead Thing; even when my 

* Brother and Sifter have fallen upon me, I would 
' not fo much as defend myfelf for fear of hurting 
' them Judge then if I deferve to be called cruel. 
Had I gone on, the Marqtufs would have given me 
the Hearing, (6 well was he pleafed with my inge* 
nuous Simplicity; but Love places every Thing in a 
favourable Light. ' I aik your Pardon, my deareft 
1 Jenny, faid the Marquefs t if I have O&nded you i 
( The Word cruel does not mean ill-natured; how- 
*' ever, had you perMed in- not making me any An- 
v fwer, you would certainly have deterved to be 
1 called fo. But now you have reftored me to Life; 
' and I will never ufe that Word again. There is no 
' Time to be loft, the Company may perhaps give 

* over Play very foon, and I mould never have for- 

* given myfelf if I had omitted to fettle one Point 

* before I go. I defign to fend Duh$it (his VaUt d$ 

* tbambre) twice a Week under a pretended Com* 

* pUmentto the Count eft, that I may hear from yon. 

* At anotheV Opportunity ril acquaint you what 
Vol.I.N°.2. E Method 
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Method I hive afed to prevent her taking any 
Umbrage at it. Dubois will find Means to fpeak 
to you, and bring me your Anfwers, which in 
feme Meafure may alleviate what I mull fuffer 
from your Abfence. Befides, I mall take all Op- 
portunities poffible to wait on you, fo at not be 
obferved. At prefent I fhall not prefs to know 
what place I hare in your AfFe&ions, fince you 
feem to be fo averfe to the giving me that Satis- 
faction; however i (hall be able to form fome 
Judgment of it, by your Earneftnefs to learn to 
write, and I flatter myfelf, I (hall then find I am 
not altogether difagreeable to you.' He was going 
on, when my Governefs came to us with Joy in her 
Countenance : She had won four Louis <r"Qr*s, and 
was bringing the Marquefi his Share. ' Pray Ma- 
dam, fays he, keep them yourfelf; they may be 
lucky to you another Time. When I return to 
VerfailltSy J intend to play for you there, and fee? 
whether the fame Fortune attends you in deep 
Play. The .only return I defireis, that you would 
be careful of this Child ; you may poffibly find 
your Account in it hereafter.' This was taking 
her on the weak Side, efpecially as fhe knew the 
M*r<pafi% Generofity and Exaclnefs in keeping his 
Word. ' You need fay no more, my Lord, (he 

* replied; let me alone: I'll take the fame Care of 

* her as if fhe were my own Daughter. I am pot 

* to learn that our young Chevalier is very fweet 

* upon her; but I fhall watch him fo narrowly, that 

* he'll not find an Opportunity of fpeaking to her, 

* but when I am by : He and I are no flrangers to 

* one another; and I am apt to think, he will not 
4 venture to take any Liberties there.' The Company 
left off- Play jufl as fhe had done fpeaking. The 
Bank, it feems, was broke, and the Counte/s came to 
acquaint the Marquefi with his Lofs ; but he feemed 
very eafy as to that particular. Prefently a Walk 
was agreed on, fo that I was left alone with Made- 

tnoifelle 
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mmfelU de Pare, and foon found the Effe&s of the 
Marquifs's Civilities; (for fo (he (Hied the Money 
and Promifes (he had received from him) and indeed, 
ever after (he ufed me with the greateft Tendernefa 
imaginable. 

The Chevalier D'elbieu, freed from the Trouble 
of doing the Honours of the Houfe, applied him* 
felf very clofeJy to me: Every Moment he was 
urging his Pafiion, and I wa* as backward in taking 
any Notice of it How widely different his Man- 
ner of exprefiing himfelf from that of the Marquefs, 
when compared together f The one, though polite, 
yet haughty and breathing an Air of Superiority ; 
the other, on the contrary, complaifant, genteel 
and accompanied with a Deference, as if addrcfled 
by an inferior: This certainly was very taking, 
and, fimple as I was, the Difference was very re- 
markable. 

The Coim/e/s foon perceived her Son's Inclination 
forme, and reprimanded him accordingly ; but this, 
far from having the deiired Effe&, only encreafed 
his Pafiion. Its true, he became more circumfpeft 
in his Behaviour, but in a ihort Time I found by 
woeful Experience, what terrible Erfeds may be 
expected from Reftraint, where the Heart is not 
guided by a Principle of Virtue. 

As for MademoifelU his Sifter; I tried all Metsfcods 
to render my felf acceptable to her ; (he condefcended 
to bear with me, but aft*r a Manner infupportably 
haughty. Whether the refpe&ful Behaviour of the 
Marqutfs had given me a wrong Turn, or that natu- 
rally I was not difpofed to fubmit, I found an infinite 
Difficulty in doing it to her. I often bewailed my- 
felf; to which, perhaps the Abfence of the Mar^wfs 
did not a little contribute, whofe amiable Behaviour 
was fet off by every Vexation I underwent. What 
a Friend is Solitude to Love ! I foon became ac- 
quainted with it, now no longer that' ignorant Girl 
who aiked what it was. Its Revenge was feveres 
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making me feel tfee fall Extent of its Power and 
Violence. I fell away, loft my Complexion and 
Strength. My Red heretofore was undifturbed, but 
now I Jeldom enjoyed (o great a JJkfliog. I confi- 
dered the Circumftances of my prefem Situation; J 
was willing to hide their Sowce from my felf, and 
inftead of blaming the Impetuo&y of my AfFedlions, 
I attributed what I fuifered to my Abfence from my 
Mother. But I was very foon convinced of my 
Error. 

The Comtefi judged as ill in the Affair as myfelf, 
imagining the Sight of my Parents would be of Ser- 
vice to me, in the Condition to which (he faw me 
reduced. They were fent for, and indeed afforded 
me fome Relief; but I received much more from the 
Arrival of Dufoij. He gave me an Account ot hit 
Matter, and how much he was concerned at my Ab- 
fence. There was no Occafion for explaining mjr 
Sentiments to him; my Countenance difcorered 
more than Words could exprefs. 

From the Time that the Marquefs left the Caftte* 
I had applied myfclf to learn to write; a Volet fa 
Cbambre belonging to the Chevalier who wrote a fine 
Hand, took a great Pleafure in teaching me. IJuri 
juft begun to join the Letters, and, to give the 
Marquefs a Proof of my Attention to his Reqnefts, I 
took a childifh Pleaiure in fcrawling over a whole 
Page. This with great Charge, I gave Dubois. He 
enquired very earaciUy whether or no the CbevalUr 
made love to me or not ? I fuppofe it was Part of his 
Infl ru&ions. The Anfwer 1 made was that at iirft 
he did, but his Mother, being apprized of it, had 
taken fuch Methods, that now he durft not io roach 
as open bis Mouth to me on that Subjeft. 

The Day after Dubois** return to the Marquejs p 

happened to be Sunday. I had made a Friendship 

, with my GoverxefSs Niece. Catherine, for that was 

her Name, befides an excellent Temper, was MMbetfs 

of a great deal of Wit, and that improved by a 

genteel 
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genteel Education. I have certainly great Obliga- 
tions to her, as fhe was the firft that beeun to poiifh 
the coarfe Breeding I had contracted at Home. Her 
Age as well as Experience was fuperior to mine, but 
that did not hinder us from being infeperable Com- 
panions. In the Afternoon when Church was done, 
her Aunt walked with us into a neighbouring Wood, 
where an Opening was cut for the Conveniency of 
Hunting. Mademtifelle de Pare had a Book in her 
Hand, which gave us an Opportunity of retiring to 
a little Diftance. Our Convcrfation accidentally 
turning upon the Count ?fs t (he informed me that the 
Count and flie had been for fome Years upon very 
indifferent Terms; that it was not much obferved in 
the World, tho* they very feldom met, he generally 
coming down into the Country, when ihe returned 
to Paris 9 the only one Point they agree in. * Good 
4 God J cried I, is it poifible for married People to 
live at a Diilance from each other ? We never hear 
of any fuch Thing in our Village: What can be 
the Caufe of it ? Love on one Side and Jealousy 
on the other, anfwered Catherine. The Hufband 
diflikes his Lady's Admirers; and the Lady can't 
prevail upon herfelf todifcard thenu What! fays 
I, interrupting her, do People think of Gallantly 
after they are married ? Yes, my dear Jenny, re- 
plied fhe. Its certainly very wrong: And yet 
nothing is more frequent at Paris: There, Iotereft, 
not Affection, commonly makes the Match; 
wretched Cuftom taking Place of Reafon. The 
Gentleman has his Miftrc/Tes, the Lady her In- 
trigues, live in the lame Houfe, and feldom fee 
the Face of each other. Its true, there are fome 
Hufbands not fo tradable, that expect their Wives 
ftiould keep up to their Duty, though they don't 
think fit to (hew them the Example : If the Wife 
happens to be headftrong and will not comply, 
they come to Expostulations and fo part: Others, 
like the Count and his Lady, compromise the 

E3 « Matter 


4* Tie Fcrtun&te Country Maid. 

4 Matter, and each lite* at their Fancy* <4*re£laj 

* confeqaently they undergo left Uneafkieft, as they 

* are tinder lefs Reftraint: It hat even happened 

* fometimes, that their compJsifant Indifference for 
4 each other, has brought about a finccre Recon- 

* citiation; this, it's true, it rare, but Examples 

* are not wanting to confirm what I have fak) : at 

* for the Count and Countefs your Godmother, f 
4 don't expeft they will ever be of that Number: 
' The Countefs it a Woman of Character, and hat 

* always pafled for fuch in the Wodd; but ihe 

* afreftt the Air of a Coqaet, loves to be thought 

* amiable, and more to be told fo : For thefe Taft 
' three Months me has been, to her insupportable 
9 Mortification, without an Admirer : It is but fince 

* the Arrival of the Marquefs of L. V. at the Cattle, 

* that fhe has put on this Air ef Sprightliaeft and 
' Good-humour, you tee her in; before he made 
4 hit Court (he was ready to die of Melancholy* 
4 For fome Dayt be has been very arduous, and 

* feems deeply in Love * Thefe laft Wordt went 
to my Heart, and caufed fuch an Emotion in my 
Spirits, that I fainted away on the Grafs were we 
fat. Catherine lifted me up, and with fome Diffi- 
culty brought me to myfelf: She did not in the 
kaft fufnecf the real Caufe of my Illnefs, it be- 
ing presently attributed to the indifferent Health 
I bad enjo.v'd for fome Dayt pad; they led me 
back to the Caftle and put me immediately to Bed. ' 
Catherine left me, in order Ihe faid, that I might 
compofe myfelf, aifuring me that an Hour or two, 
if I conld fleep, would fet me to rights: I pre* 
tended to be of the fame Opinion ; Ihe had no ibone* 
flint the Door but I gave a loofe to my melancholy 
Rebellions* 

Ah wretched Creature, cried I burfting into Tears, 
where it that Tranquility of Mind I once pofieft'd f 
What hat thus reduced ae of late to thitv forlorn 
Condition? Why- that altcr'd fine* the Marquef?* 

Abfcncc? 
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Abfence t What h k to me if he courts the Gmtrtrfi; 
why am I lb deeply concernM in the A#kirl What 
meant cans A#t&ion his Absence bring upon me? 
Why mottld I, at thefe Years, loath what was once 
4» agreeable? Ah ! it*s but too evident. Barbarous 
Man ! how could you fay you loved me ? Why mould 
yoa thai deceive me? Did I compel you to profef* a 
Paffioa yoa are entirely void of?' Why ftiould yoa 
take an Advantage of my too great Credaltty f Hea- 
ven* f what brought me hither? What will become 
of me? Ah Cbttrht, Charht! I feel too plainly what 
yoa ma ft have endured when abandoned by one yoa 
lov'd fo welt. 1 bat Judge of yoa by myfclf. Her 
whole Adventure presented itfelf to my difturbed I* 
magination, till, wearied out with Tears and Vexa- 
tion 1 fell into a profound Sleep which much rcfreuVd 
my exhaafted Spirits, and I awaked with fome Com- 
posure of Mind. 

I was going out of my Chamber but was prevented 
by the GWWwr; * I am told fays he, yon have 
' been out of Order whilft yon were taking the Air; 
* and yet I think yon look pretty well: Likely e- 
nourh, a«fwer*d I \ bat it mod be owing to Sleep, 
for 1 am not perfectly recovered : 1 am forry for 
that, reptied>he, fomething muA be done: I'll en- 

fage to care yon if you'll let me be your Phy fician, 
can do more than all the Doctors pat together. 
Lord? Sir, anfwered I, (my Refentment againft 
the Merqutfi not being entirely out of m,y Head,} 
let me alone f I deteft the whole Sex of Men. 
That's only, anfwer'd the Cbrvalitr, an Effect of 
the Spleen. They are not fo contemptible neither, 
at leaft thofe of a certain Tom.' This was fpoke 
with fttch an Air of Complacency in his own dear 
self, as plainly intimated he thought he was one of 
the Number. ' No, no, my Deareft, continued he, 
' yoa will not always be fo hard hearted/ Saying 
this ho offer'd to catch me in his Arms; but I difen- 
gaged myfclf from mm, crying out for help- This 

brought 
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brought my Gowrnefi who feizedhim as he was 
purfuing me, and after upbraiding him with the little 
Kefpcd he paid to his Mother's Commands, and af- 
furing him that ihe at leaft mould infift opoh a dif- 
ferent Behaviour, (hut him oat with Fury and Indig- 
nation in his Eyes. _ 
' What would this Fool be at here r Says me to 

* me when we were alone. I don't know replied I, 

* he endeavour d to take me in his Arms ; You were 

* in the right faid ihe to call out ; yon heard how I 

* handled him, he'll not come this. .Way again in 

* hafte. He is very boifterous, continued ihe, and 
' we fhall have no lofs of him when he is gone ; it 
' will not be long Brft, as the Counttfs informs me. 
' It's really a Pity he fhould behave in this Manner, 
' he does not want Senfe if he would but govern 
' himfelf ; he has an obliging Air, which impofes 

* on thofe who are not thoroughly acquainted with 
him. As for my Part, I never lik'd a cloudy Call 
' in his Eyes, which makes one think he is always 

* contriving fome Mifchief or another.' 

After this Difcourfe we went to the Counte/sh A- 
partment, little thinking to find the Marquefs there* 
This Surprize encreas'd my Refentment and made 
him appear more criminal. I was very near darting 
at the Sight of him, but Shame and Anger made me 
Hand my Ground. 

He no fooner faw me, but coming up with great 
Alacrity, ' How do you do, my chauning Jenny ? 

* Good God I cried he, feeing me nearer, how ihe 

* is alter'd. What can be the meaning of this, my 

* Dear ? What has befallen you fince I was here ?' 
In faying this he took hold of my Hand ; but I 
fnatch'd it away again with Indignation. ' She is 
4 very feveriih,' continued he with an Air of Surprize 
at what I had done, though he feem'd to ftifte it. 
' Madam, fays he, turning to the Counttfs , depend 

* upon it the Child is ill, ihe mull be taken Care of: 
4 It will go off, replied her Ladyfhip, only a little 

< Melancholy* 
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* Melancholy ; J have tent for her Mother to divert 

* it. Come hither Jenny, let me feel your Pulse? 

* You are in the rigat : She is in a Fever : Send for 

* the Do&or, continued the Count efi y fpeakingtomy 

* Gruer*tfs 9 and pat her to Bed and let fomebody 

* watch with her.' The Mwquefii Eyes were never 
off me, endeavouring to di (cover the Caufe of my 
Vexation* which I had orach ado to keep to sayfclf. 
But I prevented bun by making a Coxtrtefy and re* 
tiring. J was no fooner in my Chamber, but J went 
to Bed with ma&y a jneLmchoiy JLefieclkxa, die Con- 
fequeneeof which was i© violent a Rerorutson, that 
in two Hours, the F'Cnr was augmented ; and in- 
creafed fo fat? afterwards, that b> Day- break it re- 
doubled, and I grew light- headed. 

The Extremity to which I was reduced, render'd 
too incapable of knowing what pasted, io thai i in 
befcoJeing to G*AeWi*#, who never left nry Bed -side, 
for chat Part of my Hiftory. The Cumtefc was im- 
mediaiciy inform d of the.Danger I was in * ihe was 
noch eoneom'd, and ordered all pofibk Care to be 
taken of me Like jnany others, ihe dreaded the 
Sick; even her own Children in that Condition mui 
aot have expe&ed no see hen nay, Jmcethat, I have 
net with Persons whofe Apprehenfions were carried 
to tnat pitch of Extravagance, as not to converfe 
with inch as Tinted the Sick. It happened lackily 
Jor the Mtrfttifi that my Godmother was not of thin 
left Number. The Moment he heard how ill I wan, 
he slew to my Chamber; flruck with the utmoft Con- 
vernation, to fee me in fo much Danger, he could not 
avoid difcovering his Paflion. Happily nobody wan 
prefent hot my Gwenufi and her Niece : They foon 
jxcrceiv'd the Occafion of his Grief; hit paJfionate 
Exclamations convinced them that Love was the 
Source from whence they took their rife. He won 
their Hearts by his Gcnerofity, not to say Prodigality* 
' it's in vain for me to hide any longer from you the 
4 canfc of my Gaef* xoy Lm depends upon this 

' Child's 
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9 Chile's Recovery;' faying this lie drew out his 
Purfc and gave it to MadanmfelU de Pare, ' there, 
continued he, a hundred Lous a" Or\ I beg your 
Acceptance of them ; not that I thereby limit my 
Acknowledgments if you can fave her Life. And 
as for you, fays he, turning to Catherine, accept 
of this Diamond as a Reward for your Concern : 
I am convinced you love my Jenny, and that's 
enough to make you dear to me. I have a parti- 
cular View in regard to this lovely young Crea- 
ture, whom I adore, from whofe Life my own 
is infeparable. Ye Heavens f who know the Pu- 
rity of my Intentions, reftore her to me. Ah I 
Jenny, Jenny, continued he, barfting into Tears, 
you hear me not; alas could J but fave your 
Life though at the Expence of my own I look up, 
my Angel, fee the deplorable Condition your 
poor Lover it reduced to I Good God ( whence 
comes this Illnefs : I left her in perfed Health. 
Heavens I ho (he burns ; her Eyes are wide open, 
and yet me does not fee me !* A Torrent of Tears 
which follow'd, fcarce fuffer'd him to fpeak to his 
Valet de Cbambre who came to receive his Orders. 
Take Poft faid he, fetch hither immediately Afar- 
fieur N , Lord what an unfortunate Wretch 

am IV His Exclamations were fo moving, that 
my Gwernefs and her Niece could not retain min- 
gling their Tears, with his. In the Interim the Coun- 
tefi lent to defire his Company below Stairs. Ma- 
damifelle de Pare prevail *d upon to difgoife his Grief, 
and advifed him to leave the Caftle next Day, to 
prevent any Difcovery. ' If you flay, fays (he, 

* you will not be able to contain yourfelf. The 

* Countefi is quick of Apprehenfion, and will pre- 

* fently unravel the whole Affair j efpecially as you 

* cannot refrain coming continually to this Room, 

* though to no manner of Purpofe : I would have 
9 you go ; and make yourfelf eafy : She has Youth 
9 and a good Confutation on her Side * (he'll work 

' through 
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through it; Every Day you may depend upon 
hearing from me. Believe me/ continued fhe 
feeing him irrefolute what to do ; ' follow my Ad- 
vice, yon will not repent it : When (he begins to 
recover you may return; whereas fhould your 
Paffion be difcover'd, the Countefs will fend Jenny 
home, and give the World an Opportunity to ruin 
her Reputation.* This laft Argument prevailed 
with the Marquefs: He retir*d, after he had kifs'd 
my Hand, and the next Day invented an Excufe for 
leaving the Caftle. It's true, the Countefs endea- 
voured with great Earneftnefs to detain him j but 
the Reafons he alledged, prevailed upon her to con- 
fent to his Departure. At fome Diftance he met 
Monfiiur de N ■ ■ , and his Valet de Cbambre ; he 
recommended his Patient to him, and befought him 
not to leave her till perfectly recovered. Dubois 
was charged not to ftir till I was entirely out of 
Danger. 

The great Care that was taken, joined to the 
Skill of the Phyfician, wtought a perfect Cure in 
a Fortnight's Time. The Account Catherine gave 
me of what had pafled, forwarded my Recovery 
very much. The Grief, of which the Marquefs had 
give fuch evident Proofs, made a great lmpreffi- 
on on me. I found no Difficulty in owning to 
them the Occafion of this dangerous Illnefa : They 
both condemned my Jealoufy, and convinced me 
how unjuft it was, by letting me fee, that his fup- 
pos'd Paffion for the Countefs , was no more than a 
well contrived Expedient to be oftener near me. 
I likewife gave them to underftand, that as much in 
Love as I was, I would never fall into the Snare, 
whereby poor Chariot, whofe Adventures they had 
heard from me, threw. herfelf away. Mademoifelle 
de Pare was fo well pleafed to hear my good Re- 
solutions, that flie took me in her Arms, promis- 
ing never to abandon me, but to fecure me from 
the Attempts Love might make upon my Virtue* 

The 
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The Prefent* (he and her Niece had received, in- 
fluenced them to draw very advantageous Confe- 
rences both for themfelves and me. Every Thing 
confpircd to flatter my Inclination*: My Lover 
was the ordinary Subject of our Conversation^ aad* 
9W9ty Day I heard from him. Such an- agreeable 
Situation could not fail by degrees a> difpel my Ap- 
prehensions. 

There was nothing now to moled me but the 
Cbwalitr D'elbieu^ who gave as Trouble enough, 
coming ten timet a Day into my Room* for which 
there was no Remedy : It nor being proper to af> 
front him, as I was in his Mothers Hoofe, how- 
ever vexatious his Importunity might be. Madi- 
wmfolU df Pare afforded me fome Comfort by pro* 
mifing (he would prevent his having reooorfe to any 
Violence j however I dreaded the very fight of him, 
at hf my Mind- foreboded what was to come* 
. In the mean Time the Marquefs, whom my Gf» 
vernefs, without letting me into the Secret, had 
acquainted with the Occasion of my IUnefs, wrote 
a long Letter, which fhe read* to me : He them 
aik'd my Pardon for having been the innocent Oc- 
ean* on of it He folemnly protefted againft the Jeaft 
Affe&ion for the Couxtefs; that his only Defign, 
in pretending Love to her, was to gain Oporru. 
nities of being near me : The Letter contained 
Vows of Fedelity, with an AiTurance that he only 
waited a proper Occafion to give undeniable Proofs 
thereof; I learnt befides that I fhould fee him the 
neat Day, which he acquainted me with, to pre- 
vent the Effects of a too fudden Surprize. 1 felt an 
infinite Pleafnre in hearing the Contents of the Let- 
ter, and though I could not read, I laid it up very 
carefully, as a convincing Proof of the Affeclion it 
fa naturally defcribed. 

Madtmiftlk D'tlbuu fent but once in my Illneii 
to enquire how I did ; I am at a Lofs how to ac- 
coanftibr he» Avcrfioato me, but one. would have 

imagined 
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imagined fhe was difpleaftd with 1127 Recovery, and 
when every one elfe congratulated me on that Oc- 
caiion, me alone was filent The Counteft her Mo* 
ther v was overjoy 'd : The Chevalier of late kept 
himfelf within Brands, hit Behaviour went no far* 
ther than what Politenefs . requires in Behalf of the 
fair Sex : I was much delighted, imagining his Paf- 
fion for me was at an End. And now, I fancied 
myfelf compleatly happy, this Change in him being 
what I had moil earneftjy defired. But alas ! He 
foon undeceived me : I found by woeful Experience, 
that one cannot be too much upon one' 1 * Guard, a* 
gainft a Man, who on a fudden, appears to have 
laid a fide a violent Paffion ; there is always a Snake 
in the Grafs, which will certainly Sting when leait 
expe&ed. 

The following Day, when the Marqutfs was to 
come, my Gwernefs proposed a Walk, faying the 
Air would be of Service. She fpoke of it at the. 
Countefsz Table where I fat ever fincc my 111- 
nefs, though no very acceptable Companion to Ma* 
demoifelle D % elbieu. Her Brother behaved with ex- 
ceeding Complaifance, and as I imagined he had 
got the better of his folly, I paid him the De- 
ference due to the Son of my Benefa&refs. The 
Phyfician, who flill attended me, approved of my 
taking the Air, afluring me that I fhould find a Be- 
nefit by it. 

After Dinner, Catherine whifper'd me that our 
Walk was a Contrivance of her Aunt's, in order 
to meet the Marquefs. I was pleafed with the 
Thought ; I was under no Apprehenfion of feeing 
him as I had in my Company a Confident of 
the Age of Mademoifelle du Pare : Though I was 
very fenfible ihe aded upon a Principle of In- 
tereft, I had fo good an Opinion of her as to 
believe fhe would not carry her Complaifance too 
far. Her Niece, who was Sincerity herfelf, in 
reckoning up to me her Aunt's Imperfections, had 

Vol. I. N°. 2, F 'not 
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not forgot the good Qualities, of which fhe was 
Miftrefs. 

The Heat of the Day being over, we went out, 
directing our Walk the Way the Marquefs was to 
pafs. The W^lk was very pleafent; after half an 
Hour fpent in it, we flopp'd in the Wood; from 
thence we went to reft ourlelves in a little Meadow 
hard by : We had not been there a quarter of an 
Hour, before we heard a Whittle: I was ftartlcd, 
bat my Gwerntfs and her Niece made flight of it, 
telling me I need not be under any Apprehenfion in 
the Foreft : But in a little Time a fecond Signal 
feenTd to anfwer the firftj immediately we heard a 
I^oife juft by, and turning my Head fuddenly I 
fet up a great Cry : Four Men difguifed with MaUcs 
ruuYd upon us, and in an Inftant flopp'd Hand- 
kerchiefs in our Mouths. After this they bound 
Madmoifelk du Fare and her Niece; then led us, 
about fifty Yards from thence, to a By place fur- 
rounded with a thick Coppice, where they left 
the poor Creatures tied to two Trees. As for me 
I was carried farther off, where, three of the Men 
retired leaving me alone with the Fourth, who 
throwing off his Ma/k difcover'd himfelf to be the 
Chevalier D'ellieu: imagine my Surprife. ' Since 

* nothing but Force, fays he, will prevail with you, 

* it's fitting you fhould be treated According to 
' your Tafte ' He had no fooner done fpeaking, 
but he begann to offer Violence. As they had 
neglected to tye me, I ftruggled very hard, and 
the Handkerchief falling off my Face, I took 
that Opportunity to cry out as loud as pofiible, 
fo that the Foreft rung again. Notwithftanding my 
Refiftance, I was upon the Point of falling a Vic- 
tim to thd Wretch's Brutality f >, but Heaven had 
CompaHion on my Innocence. I heard the Noife 
gf a Horfe's Feet galloping up towards us. The 
Villain flarted at it, ana immediately defifled : 
When he look'd behind him apd faw a Perfon com- 
ing 
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ing to my Refcue, he pour'd out a Volley of bit- 
ter I m pre cati on?; rtrnnmg to his Prftoh that were 
in the Holders of his Saddle. This was too favour- 
able an Opportunity to be negle&ed, accordingly I 
ran away as faft as I was able: In a Moment 
the Noife of their fighting reached mej the Re- 
port of their Piftols ecchoing back from all Parts 
of the Woods, was vtty terrible: The Confter- 
nations I was in, ftopp'd me from going any far- 
ther; and, overcome as I was with Fear, and quite 
fpent with Fatigue, I fwooned away at the Foot of 
a Tree. 
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PART II. 

TH £ Night was far advanced when I came 
to myfelf : A cold Sweat hung upon my Face, 
and it was with fome Difficulty I rofe from the 
Ground : The Stillnefs and Darknefs of the Night 
ftruck a Terror into me: The ominous fcream- 
ing of Owls, the howling of Wild Beafts, and 
the uncertain glimmering of the Stars, altogether 
had a terrifying EffeSt on my diforder'd Imagina- 
tion. What will become of me? faid I to my- 
felf : Where am I ? Whither do I go ? How 
{hall I efcape the Fate that pnrfues me ? Trem- 
bling and doubting of the koad, I wandered I 
knew not where. Every Breath of Air rattling in 
the Leaves ftopp'd me and made me fiart for Fear. 
Where Perfons are under a Confternation they feem 
to confpire againft themfelves, by augmenting their 
Fears ; for my Part, the lead Objedt I could dif- 
cern, prefently became an Apparition : Somtimes I 
ran ; then again flood ftill, and at the leaft Noife 
hid my Face, as if that would diminifh my Fright. 
In going along, an Owl brufh'd me with its Wing, 
I gave myfelf over for loft, and doubled my Speed ; 
a flump of Tree catch'd my Gown, I cried out 
thinking fome body had feiz'd me, and accordingly 
went back } but difcovering my Miflake, as I ftoop'd 
to difengage myfelf, the Ground gave way under 
me, and I fell into a Pit. Either it was, not very 
deep, orl was exceeding fortunate in my Fall, for 
I found myfelf in a fitting Pofture at the bottom, 
without any hurt. 

What new fears feiz'd me in this unexpe&ed Si- 
tuation may be eafily imagined : I gather 'd myfelf 
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ail in a Heap, and, cover'd with my Gown,. I 
pour'd out a Torrent of Tears. Soft Sleep at laft 
relieved my Cares, weighing down my watry Eye- 
lids, and wrapt me in its balmy Sweets for the re* , 
maining Part of the Night. a 

The Dawn of the Day began to pierce the 
Thickets, the warbling Notes welcomed the return- 
ing Light, when, on a fudden I darted out of my 
Sleep in a Fright, much better founded .than an/ 
of my preceding Ones. A Wolf which Fear mag- 
nified very confiderably, was clofe by me : Our For- 
tunes were much the lame, he could not efcape the 
Snare which had been laid for him : This terrible 
Sight made me conclude my laft Hour was come*, 
and accordingly I prayed to God with the greateft 
Fervency : I look'd upon this Train of Misfortunes 
as a juft Punifhment, by him inflitted upon me, for 
having too far indulged my Inclinations in favour 
of the Marquefs ; I called upon Heaven, with a fo- 
lemn Promife to avoid all Occaiions of feeing him 
for the Future, and only to liften to its divine Infpi* 
Tations, if I mould efcape the dreadful Jaws of fo 
fierce an Animal. 

Danger is certafrily a great Help to fervent Prayer : 
Mine was accompanied with iuch ah ardent Af- 
fe&ion and fo great a Compofure of Mind, that my 
Circrimftance3 began to be lefs terrifying : At fir ft X 
fcarcehad Courage to look at my formidable Neigh* 
bour ; but by degrees I ventured to confider him 
Face to Face : His Countenance had a cow'd, de- 
je&ed Air ; he feem*d in a pen five Mood to furvey 
his Prifon, often out of Uneafinefs looking towards 
the Top; Inftindt dire&ing him to feek the means, 
of making his Efcape : As he walk'd backwards 
and forwards, at every turn I imagined he was go- 
ing to devour me ; fdmetimes he fcratch'd up the 
Earth, and then on a fudden flood without Motion : 
He feem'd to liften to fome Noife ; when, changing 
his Place; he erep't hafttly under my GoWn : I was 

Fj ft 
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fo terrified that I was only able to lift my Byes to 
Heaven, and what mould I fee* but a Man juft go- 
ing to fire a Gun into the Pit Thii new Appari- 
tion made me find my Tongue again; * For God'* 
< fake, I cried oat, fpare me, (pare me P * What 

* have we here !' £aid the Perfon looking into the 

* Pit ; * Wounds, I had like to have made a fine 

* Kettle of Fifh on't truly. What do you there, 
1 my Lafi ; how came the Wolf and you to be* 

* trapped together ? In the Name of Goodnefs/ 
« replied I, taking heart at what I heard, fave me 
9 and I will give you a full Account With all my 
1 Heart, anfwer'd he, have but a Minute's Patience 

* til! I get help ; Til go fetch one of my.Compa- 

* nions who is juft at Hand i In the mean while,. 

* yon- have nothing to fear from the Beaft, he'll do» 

* you no harm ; when once a Wolf is taken, Jie U 

* as quiet as a Lamb : r faying this he went off, but 
prefently return'd again with the Perfon he men* 
tiou'd. One of them jumped into the Pit and lifted 
me up, the other taking me by the. Hands drew me 
out : The firit thing I did, was to Kifs the Ground 
and return God Thanks for fo great an Efcape. 

Whilft I was discharging thi^ Duty, my Deli- 
verers difpatch'd my unfortuna e fellow Prifonec. 
When they came up to me, one of them, looking. 
at me with great Surprize, cried out, ' Good God i 
« What do I fee I What a Happinefe ! What a 
c Plea£ure is this f 'tis Jenm V This drew my Eye* 
upon, him, and to my great Amazement, found him* 
to be Colin, the Wood monger's Son, my firft Lover 
mentioned in; the Beginning of tbefe Memoirs. 
. I was fo tranfported as to Scream, 'What? ia 
♦that you, Colin? faid I to him. What is that 
• you Jenn$? replied he. Yes, Colin; yes Jenny.* 
My firft Emotion was the Effeft of Joy: it's the 
natural Conference of being furprized with a Sight 
of thofe who have been the Companions of ou* 
Childhood $ but upon fowid Thoughts* aa Aver* 
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ion fucceeded ; the Reafoa of which may be eafity 
guefled. 

I had promised to inform them how I fell into 
thofe dangerous Circumftances I had juft now efcap* 
ed ; bnt the Sight of Colin made me not over' forward 
to fatisfy their Curiofity I contented myfelf with 
barely laying, that in flying from fome Ruffians, I 
had loft myhlf in the Wood, and in endeavouring 
to find my way back to the Caftle, I had unfortu- 
nately fallen into the Pit, by the Trap's giving way 
under me. 

* I am very glad, replied Colin, that you have 
eicaped fo well; and particularly as I am (6 happy 
as to have contributed towards it* but, plague 
on't, Jenny % I am not very well pleas *d~ with what 
went before: Your living at the Caille flicks in 
my Gizzard; for they fay that fame paltry Mar* 
quefs, who brought you the Money from the King, 
is in Love with you : This does not anfwer my 
Purpofe ; you cannot have forgot what pafled be- 
tween Us. that Day you made me write the Love 
Letter: I fpoke to my Father and obtained his 
Confent fcr marrying You. My Friend Chrifiopher 
here, and I, laid our Heads together and made 
him believe, in order to gain his. Confent, that 
you were to receive every Year the fame Gratuity, 
as that which was fo much talk'd of in our Vil- 
lage. This fixed him at lad, no longer ago than 
Yefterday; and this Morning I ran to the Caftle 
to acquaint you with it : but, now I think on't,. I 
heard ftrange News I ' 

* What did you hear, Colin V replied I very 
earneftly. For I had no fooner recovered myfelf 
from my late Fright, but the preceding Night's 
Adventure came frefh into my Mind, and alarm 'd 
me cruelly on the Marquefi* Account. Terrified 
with this Apprehenfion, * what do they, fay ? cried 
* I. People are in fearch of you, replied he, on 
J all fides* 'tii faid the Ghtwditr has carried you off* 

-~ ' -— ~ - « Which, 
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which is thought the more likely at he his not 
been feen fince he engaged that Car of iMarauefs: 
But I am not a little plcas'd to think the lat.; 
ter is rightly ferved for coming between me and 
home. How ferved ? cried I, very 4 earneftly, 
Humh, Humh, continued he, yon are mighty 
uneafy methinks; are yon in .pain about that? 
Since it's fo, to be even with you for your ill 
Conditions, I'll tell you no more. 
* Keep iyour Secret then to yourfelf, I replied, 
nettled st what he had faid : Crifiopber will be more 
complaifant. No, I thank you for that, anfwer'd 
the Clown, I am on Colin' & fide; and more than 
that, you are right enough ferved, if we pay yon 
in your own Coin: ever fince you have been at 
that fame Caitle, you are grown fo proud, you 
wont fo much as look at us poor Folk; and if 
you abate a little of your Haughttnefs at prefent, 
'tis only becaufe you cant fhift without us ? U4f- 
buddikins, were I in Colin s Place, I know what 
I would do; I would not have you now you are 
blown upon. 

' So much the better, replied I very fiercely, over- 

joy'd at having a Handle for quarrellingjwith Colin: 

I am not fo mightily taken with his Perfon at 

you imagine, but that I can eafily give up my 

Pretentions, now I have Day-light, I can find my 

Way to the Caftle without your help. 

Colin was furpriz'd at the Sharpnefs of my reply; 

he was (till fond of me: * Stay Jenny, fays he, 

'Til {how you the Way thither . my felf. Good 

* God f Why mould you take thus upon yoa. No, 
4 no, continued I, you fhall not be at the Trouble 

* of denying any more Requefts of mine; I fhall 
c learn what has pais'd without being beholden to 
' you.' Saying this I ofFer'd to go, but was preven- 
ted by their laying hold of me. ♦ Ah! naughty 

* Ones, cried Colin> you mall not get off fo eafily* 
! I fhould not appear fo contemptible in your Eye, 


fbe Fortunate Country Maid. ffj 

* if you did not meet with Encouragement elfewhcre, 
' bat yoa would do well to remember Chariot. 

The fling of this reproach loft nothing of it's 
Virulence, and put the laft Hand to the banifhing of 
all Regard for Colin, who till now had fome fmall 
ihare in my AfFe&ions, and that too, increat'd by 
the Affiftance I had juft received from him* * I 
ihould be very (6rry t fays I, to fall into the Cir- 
cumftances you feem to hint at, and much more 
to be any ways at your difpofal. Let me hear 
no more of fuch difcourfe, continued I very fliarply, 
and don't pretend to flop me, whom you have no 
right to detain. O but I have, cried Co Jin; why 
I have your Father and Mother's Promife, and 
that is Sufficient, and, Mifs, fince that is your 
Name, you (hall go home to your Parents. Yoa 
are very much altered by your Quality Conven- 
tion: But a little of our Village lir will take 
down your Pride. 9 Upon this making a fign to 
Cbriftofbtr % they fejzed each of them an Arm, and 
drag'd me along* 

I was forced to follow, though with Tears in my 
Eyes. * Look, Cbriftopber, cried Colin, how ihe 
take on: I could pity her, but that I know the 
Occafion of her Sorrow; it's only becaufe ihe is 
like to Jofe her dear Marquefs. Were they mif- 
taken who faid there was a good Undemanding 
between them ? Her behaviour makes it as plain 
as a Nofe on a Man's Face. One would think 
ihe might be overjoy'd at the Thoughts of fee- 
ing her Father and Mother, and Neighbours again: 
But ihe forfooth, can't fo much as bear to hear 
them named. Well, well, Jtnny, ' you have no 
bad luck to come among us, again ; we have no 
laced Coats, it's true, but we may be every jot as 
good as the fine Sparks you admire fo much: And 
befides, let me tell ye,, your Godmother has ipoke 
her Mind ; ihe fays, ihe will have no more to do 
' with you, after what has happea'd* this makes a 

! great 
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* great deal of Noife in the Neighbourhood f and 

* every one lays the Blame upon you.' 

This Piece of News, which he undefignedly ac- 
quainted me whhal, went to my Heart, and brought 
a Thoufand Things at once to my Imagination : I 
yalaed my Reputation, and the Thoughts of return- 
ing to our Village under an infamons Character, 
put me upon the Rack. The tendernefs with which 
I loved my Mother, ftagger'd my Refolution : Mc- 
thought I faw her bewailing my Abfence and uncer- 
tain Condition; the next Moment, I fancied her 
with a fevere Countenance, reproaching me as guilty 
of what had tapperi'd. I (half be ufetf ill at Home, 
faid I tb myfeir; arid (hill not date go abroad to be 
the Mark of every pointing Finger: Who 1 knows 
but that Mifcreant, the Chewier JElbiftt, will lay 
wait for me, and take an Opportunity of effecting 
his hcllifli Defigns ? What refinance can we make ? 
Heavens! To what am I expos'd ? Thefe ReAedions 
determin'd me to make my Efcape as foon as poffible, 
and flielter myfelf in Paris, where a Service 1 would 
be infinitely preferable to the having of Coht for a 
Huiband, who had treated me with fo much Harth- 
nefs : I intended, when fettled, to give my Mother 
the Reafons of my not returning Home. 

I was employed in thefe Thoughts, when there 
Appeared in the Road a Man or Horfe-bffck; as he 
rode at a great pace, he foon came op with us. ' Did 

* jou fee, fays he, as he drew neat, a Youir g"' ■ 
9 AM wlvat do I fee? cried he in discovering me; 
c 'tis her; .is that you, Mifs Jemy? What a Happi- 

* nefs to find you again, what a Satisfaction will 

* this be to my M after! 1 As he faid this he lighted 
and eame to me preferring his Hand. How great 
was my Joy to find it was the Matqutfs** Faiet d$ 
Cbambre! The Pretence of my vigilant Ctattodtors 
could not prevent my gitiifg him evident Proofs oF 
'my Satisftdtion. Dubois, in Bis tranfport, had taken 

my Hand in order to kift it, but QoUn interpofed and 

thruft 
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thruft him afide, crying out, * Not £0 faft, Friend ; 
' if you are for killing, you had bed go to the Perfen 
' you wrote the Letter to: I know you well enough. 
' for all you pretend to be furpriz'd. Is this any of 

* your Relations ? faid the VaUt dt Cbambre to me. 

* No indeed anfwered I very quick. Why what 
' would the Fool be at? 1 continued Dubois, ftill 
holding my Hand, ' Not fa fair, I tell you Friend* 
added * Colin: We are not afraid of your laced Hats 

* and as much Countrymen as we are we bid you 
' Defiance. Oh, oh! cried Dubois, what are ye 
' for being obftrepero us, my Puts? Waunds, put 

* youHelf, replied Colin in a Paffion ; as if we did 

* not know who you are/ In faying this he feiz'd 
Cbriftopber** Gun, and ftepping back, * Udibudikina 

* fays he, go your ways or I'll turn you up as I 

* would a Hare.' Dubai* was a Man of Courage 
and had feen a Battle, fo this Threat did not daunt 
him in the lead: but putting the muzzle of the Gun 
afide, he laid hold of Colin. Cbrifiopber feeing w hit 
Companion overpowered, let go his hold of me in 
Order to a&ft him: finding myfelf at Liberty, 
I fled from then as fail as my Strength could car- 
ry me. 

After having parted thco* a con fider able Part of 
the Wood, without finding any Path or Road, at 
laft I came \o one, where meeting a Woman driving 
two AiJcs before her; I ran up very haftily to her: 
She immediately aik'd me what was the Matter, 
and the Reafon of my precipitate Flight ? I made 
a Story, and told her I ran from my M after who 
1 would have had me complied with what was not 
proper. * I approve of your Difcretion, faid the 

* good Woman to me, and, for its fake will beftir 

* myfelf in your behalf: If you. want a Place, follow 

* jpe-j I have a Daughter at Paris, to whom 111 

4 recommend you, as fheis in a good Place fhe may 

' be Serviceable to You. She has not been long 

1 there; thefe are her Cloaths I am carrying to 

« Fahfinsf 


6o Tie Fortunate Country Maid. 

* VaMm, where I am told I fliall meet with an Op- 

* portunity of fending them to her. You may if you 

* will, take the fame Convenience; consider what 

* <yon had beft do.V 

The Notion I immediately conceived of efcaping 
the Purfuits which would infallibly be made after 
me, the avoiding fuch Difcourfe as I had jnft heard 
and £1111 rang in my Ears, with the pleafing Thoughts 
of living near the Marquefs, foon determined me. 

* I am much beholden to you, faid I to her, for your 
' kind Proffer, and accept of it very willingly: 
« Well, fays flic I will fpcak to the Carrier, and if 

* you can't pay the Fare, I'll lay down the Money, 

* and you may repay it to my Daughter when you 

* are able.* 

When my Mother came to the Caftle, (he had 
given me about twelve Lfatns to buy fome little 
Things which Girls have occafion for: I had the 
Money about me, and told the Woman I had where- 
withal to bear my Charges: ( So much the better, 

* replied (he, Money is no burthen; and it where 
< to be wiftTd always to have a little at Hand : This 

* might often prevent Mifchief, where young Crea- 
c tures like you, to extricate themfelves from Diffi- 

* culties, fall into the Snares laid for the Ruin of 
4 their Honour. 

We had walked about two Miles talking in this 
manner, when my Guide propofed taking a Breakfaft : 
I was overjoyed to hear of eating, being almoft fa- 
mi(h'd: out of a little Wallet (he pulled fome Bacon 
and Bread; we feated ourfelves in the (hade of 
fome Willows on the Bank of a clear Rivulet: The 
Afles, according to their Nature, ftopp'd very will- 
ingly to graze. I thought the Bacon very delicious; 
and even to this Day, whenever I lofe my Stomach, 
the vtry remembrance of that ruftick Meal, never 
fails to give me an Appetite and a Relifli to my 
Yiauals. 

Whilft 
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Whilft we thus refrefh'd ourfelves, the good Wo- 
man look'd at me very earneftly : The Tears began 
to trickle down apace, whilft the Victuals remain *d 
n her Mouth. * Alas Goody, I cried, what is the 
Matter? You feem troubled. Ah I fays fhe wiping 
her Eyes, you put me fo much in mind of my 
Daughter Mariana that's dead and gone f She was 
about your Age* and very like you ; would to 
God fhe had been lefs handfome ; for it was her 
Beauty brought her to the Grave : poor Girl, flie 
was no lefs amiable for her Virtue ! I'll tell you 
her whole Hiftory as we go along, and then judge 
whether I have not juft reafon to grieve, as often 
as (he comes intq my Mind.' 
Breakfaft being over, we went forwards : The 
Good Woman, remem bring her Promife, * Be at- 
' tentive, fays (be, Silviana (for I took that Name,' 

* when I firft join'd her) to what J am going to 

* fay; it may beoffome Advantage to you : Young 
4 Women are often courted ; and yet now few do 

* we fee poffefs'd of that Difcretion they ought to 
' have, fince nothing can be an equivalent for their 

* Virtue : it's true, I bemoan myfelf every Day for 

* .the Lofs of Mariana, but I had much rather think 

* her happy in Heaven, than fee her cover 'd with 

* Infamy on Earth. Where Honour is the only. 

* thing a Perfon can value themfclves upon, they 

* never can do too much to fecure it. For Example, 
' if any one ihould rob you of the little Money that's 

* in your Pocket, you would lofe all you have, and 

* would certainly think yourfelf undone ; it is the 

* fame with regard to Honour. 

* Thefe were the Sentiments in which I train'd 
' my Daughter, and the good EfFed they produced as 

* fhe grew up, gave me great Content by the time 

* fhe was twelve Years of Age, the whole Neigh- 

* bourhood admired her. Thouglt Fountainbleau is 
' not very large, yet the King's coming thither 
1 every Year, draws a great Concowrfe of People : 

Vol. I. N*. 2. Q ' I» 
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In that SeafonJ deal in Lemonades, and, as I am 
very choice in what I fell, my Houfe is generally 
full of very good Company. 
• Iwas cruelly perplexed in feeing my Daughter 
vifibly wa(le away, through fome hidden Grief, 
the Caufe of which I could not poffibly divine; She 
was now eighteen, and every Day dearer than a- 
nother; fo that het pining in this manner over- 
whelra'd me with Trouble. As for myfelf, I thought 
I had no ways contributed towards it, being ready 
even to prevent her Wifhes in every thing I knew 
was agreeable to her ; and as her Paflion for 
Drefs was no Secret to me, I fupplied her very 
plentifully with means to indulge herfelf in it ; fo 
that few young Women of her Condition, made 
a better Appearance ; all this fignifkd nothing, 
Melancholy flill prevail'd : J often prefTed her to 
acquaint me with the Caufe, but fhe pretended to 
be ignorant of it herfelf, till at lad (he was fo ill 
as to take to her Bed. I fhut up Shop immedi- 
ately that I might not be interrupted in tending 
upon her. Nothing was wanting that could any 
way tend to a Recovery ; Phyficians were fent for, 
but they could not find out her Diflerriper ; in a 
Word, my Heart was ready to break when I faw 
her thus reduced. 

'. One Day finding herfelf fomething better than 
ufual, I prefs'd her fo earneftly to acquaint me 
with the Occaiion of her Illnefs, that, fetching a 
deep Sigh, fhe {poke to me in the following Man- 
ner; your tendernefs, dear Mother, lays me unv 
der an indifpenfible Obligation of fatisfyine you 
on this Subjedfc : Beiides it cannot be defer'd any 
longer; I £hd I mufl (hortly give an Account of 
my whole Life to the Almighty, and I ihould think 
it ?n Addition to my Guilt not to acknowledge 
to you my weak nek : can there be a greater than 
to fall in Love, with a Man, and then inform him 
9 of it* The Violence of my Paffioa kas bronght 

! me 
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me to this Condition: Oh! Mother, do not blufli 
for me ! The Grave will expiate this involuntary 
Offence. 

* No, my dear Child, so, faid I to her, moved 
to Companion with the Fear of lofing her : God 
will .preferve you and pardon yonr Wcaknefs ; he 
will fecond your virtuous Education ; I'll prevail 
upon Heaven, by my earned Prayers to re ft ore you 
to me. Dear Child ! I can never outlive thee* 
Your (incere Piety, replied (he, will enable you 
to bear our Separation ; for my fake, dear Mo- 
ther, dry up your Tears, they pierce me to the 
vtry Heart. 

« She cried too, dear Girl ! Ah, Syfoia**, conti- 
nued the good Woman, how I was moved ! Me- 
thought the Tears I (hed on that Occaiion were 
the fore runners of thofe that would bewail her 
Death : We continued fometime in this Melancho- 
ly Situation, till at latt my Daughter, with a Pre- 
fence of Mind ftrrpaffing her tender Age, and edi- 
fying me by her Resignation and pious Expreffions, 
thus addreit herfelf to me. 

' You may remember dear Mother, that being out 
of order one Evening, you was obliged to go to 
Bed earlier than ufual : As I was alone, I took 
up a Book to amufe myfelf till the time of {hutting 
Shop; the Pauagel chanced to dip into arFeckd 
me fo much as to draw Tears from my Eyes ; it 
was the Hiiiory of Hypolite. Fatal Day ! Dange- 
rous Book for young Perfons, leaving the Mind 
fufceptible of the fofteft Jmpreffions ! Juit at that 
Moment, came into the Shop two young Gentle- 
men, one of whom was Beauty itfelf; they called 
for fome Liquor cool'd with Ice, and the Perfon 
- I jaft now described, behaved and fpoke with fuch 
inimitable Grace, as charm'd and troubled me both 
at once. He perceived I had been crying, and* 
having inform*d himfelf of the Occaiion, how ami- 
able you appear, faid he to me,,whe» to luch en- 

G z j chanting^; 
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chanting Beauty is join'd, a Tendernefs capable of 
moving you thus at the Misfortunes of others T 
You weep then for the Count dt Dug/aj f Happy 
Man f Who would not envy him on this Occa- 
sion f Learn from hence, if any one mould be as 
much enamoured with you as that Count was with 
Julia, not to make him wretched. For if the 
cafoal reading of fuch a Patfage, could thus af- 
fect you, judge from thence., what a Lover 
inuft endure overwhelmed with your Severi- 
ties. 

4 The young Gentleman's Friend, fuch he ap- 
pear'd to be, interrupted him in his Difcourfe ; 
whether by Defign, or that he had really Bufi- 
nefs, I cant fay : But he made an Excufe for go- 
ing elfcwhere, promifing to call upon him as foon 
as the Affair was difpatch'd. 
4 Thus was I left alone with the Gentleman : I 
know not whether he exprefs'd himfelf in a better 
manner than thofe who had hitherto made their 
Addrefles, or that my Heart, foften'd by the fatal 
PaiTage I had juft been reading, was in that Si- 
tuation in which the Aflaults of Love find the leaft 
Refinance ; whatever was the Caufe, it received 
the Impreffion, even before he declared his Paf- 
fion ; nay, that nothing might be wanting to 
compleat my Shame, I did not conceal my Over* 
throw. His Tranfport was fo great, that he threw 
himfelf at my Feet, kifs'd my Hand, and gave 
a Thoufand other refpeclful Marks of his Love ; 
J blufh to think I could be fo weak a* to fuffer 
it, and feel from thence an unworthy Satisfaction. 
Ah f Mother, why did you leave me alone ? 
Could you not forefee that one (ingle Moment is 
more than fufficient for triumphing over the Rea- 
fon of a young Creature. 

' In the mean time it crew late, the Shop was 
Hill open, I remember j I was for taking leave of 
the young Gentleman! and obliging him to retire : 

•But 
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4 Sat the lngrate feem d to be fo much troubled, 
and that with fuch an Air of Sincerity, that I was 
moved at it ; one quarter of an Hour I could . 
not refufe; his Life, he faid, depended on it; 
unhappy Complaifance, which every young Wo- 
man ought to baniih/ He improved it to his 
Advantage, by giving frefli Tokens of his Love | 
his foft Voice, his lively Expreifion, his langniih-. 
ing Eyes, could not fail of infecting my troubled 
Mind ; Alas ! You love me, Sir I faid I to him ; , 
and I could not refrain from letting you know, you 
are the firft, I ever futTer'd to entertain me with 
fuch Difcourfe ; fhall I not repent hereafter the 
difclofing myielf in this manner ? In all Appear- 
ance your Condition is far fnperior to mine;. 
what Effect then can be expected from our mir- 
tuaj Affection, or to what Purpofe will you have 
conquer'd my Inclinations ! Oh I leave me-; I 
blame myfelf already for having ltftened to you ; 
fo long f How! replied he, with an Air of Me* 
lanchoTy; do yen think me capable of abofing fo 
much Goodnefs ?? Wretch that I am to be fo lit- 
tle known to you I No, my charming Mariana, . 
could, my Breaft harbour fo vile a Thought* this 
Hand at the Expence of my Life, mould avenge 
your Cairfe : To you I vow an eternal Conftancy* 
• preferable to whatever thtfWbrld can fliew of State 
- and Grandeur : Neither is my Condition fo much 
above yours, as you feem to Imagine: I bejong 
to the Cowst of ——and have a fair Profpect of 
making my Fortune, perhaps very Jhortly j and* 
fuch as it proves, I am ready to fliare it with 
you* Thefe Sentiments gave me new Courage i 
a young Woman is never ftartled at Love when) 
founded on a Principle of Virtue and Efteem j yet 
how nice a Point is it at 'this Day to liilcn too. 
much , to it's Suggeftjons ! How frequently do Vil- 
lains abafe this honourable Pretext to the ram of 
young Creatures I A Rock on whkh Innocence is 
tUJfer ^agaway. ,. . G j/. . . < £ We* 


66 The Fortunate Country Maid. 

* We parted with regret, and this firft Interview; 
confirmed to him an eternal Fidelity on my fide: 
I went to Bed full of what had pau'd, and corn* 
pos'd myfelf to reft with a Satisfaction and Sere- 
nity of Mind, I had never before experietced. 

* Pardon me, dear Mother, faid the good Crc- 
tore, for carrying on fo very privately this In- 
|ftgue, during the fpace of fix Months ; my Lover 
gave me to understand, that as yet it was not 
convenient to difclofe the Secret to you, that hrs 
Affairs were on the Point of being concluded, 
and infilled on having the Satisfaction of informing 
you himfelf. The Reafons he gave for this Con- 
dud, were fo Satisfactory (at leaft they appear 'd 
fuch to me) that I even contrived Opportunities for 
his feeing me and keeping the Affair from your 
Knowledge. 

* I waited with great Tranquility the happy Mo- 
ment, in which fo tender an Amour was to be 
crown 'd with Succefs; I relied entirely en his 
Honour; vain Confidence 1 As if Men were ca- 
pable of any fuch Thing! 

' One Night about ten, my Lover came to me r 

My lovely Mariana, fays he, I am obliged to leave 

you, and my Mind mifgives me, that Abfence 

from you, will certainly brine me to the Grave r 

icftore my Mind to it's ufuaT Tranquility; yes, 

fays he, throwing himfelf at my Feet and bathing 

my Hand with his Tears; I am the moft forlorn 

of Mankind, if yon deny me the Favour I am 

going to aft: The restraint I have laid on myfelf, 

my Refpe£ for you, have made me under- go 

more than- Tongue can exprets for thtfe fix Months 

paft, and can you let me go without fecuring to 

me my only Happfnefs? Either kill me at once, 

or promife to make me happy. I need not inform 

you* replied I, moved at the Condition I faw him 

in, that I love- you more than Life; neverthelefs 

what it it you dare to aft? Alas! Mariana, replied 

he with warmth, jny Dcfirci know no other Mea* 

! fore 
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fur* than that of my Love of you ! Of yourfelf,. 
replied J, the indulging your own Appetites* 
without reflecting, that it mult be at* the Expenct 
of all that is moft dear to oie in the World; my 
Honour, my Reputation, my Peace* What is it 
you mean ! cried he, lifting his Byes to Heaven; 
to whom are all chefe dearer than to me ? Do you 
know me and yet ufe fucb Expreffious? No, 
Mariana, injure me not fo cruelly, as to think mfe 
capable of fo black a Crime: Your heart long 
fince has declared itfelf in my behalf, that's Secu- 
rity enough for the Uprightnefs of my intentions r 
it's your Confent to marry me, I aflc ; To-morrow 
muft make me yours, or, by all that's facred, I 
am gone for ever. 

« I tremble to hear (6 folemn a Protection: 
how weak are we when entangled in Love! 1 
iigh'd, he urged his Requeft, and at lart gain'd 
my Confent to marry him privately: The Reafons 
he alledged were of great Confcquence* his Ruin 
was inevitable, he faid, mould his Mailer difcover 
that he defignM to marry, and, to obtain his 
Confent, would take up too much time ; let us firft 
fecure the main Point, fays he, and Til work 
through the reft; if he Should find out that we 
are married, at leaft I (hall be the better able to 
Hand by you, and have a fufficicnt Excufe for 
leaving his Service. 

« Dont you remember, dear Mother, that I a/k'd 
your leave to vifit an Aunt about Six Miles off? 
it was under that Pretext that I was to go to he 
married ; every thing was prepared, and we parted* 
in that Expectation: I had never lov'd him fo 
much before, nor ever given him fucb convincing 
Proofs. Heavens* that in one Moment fo fair a 
Profpecl (hould vanifh, and the blackcft of Trea- 
fons come to light ! 
' As my Lover went out of the Shop, two young. 
J Gentlemen exceedingly well drefs'd met him at 1 

« the 
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* die Door: he was no foonerjrone, butonefaid 
' to the other, was not that the Marqmfs of— - 
' who pafs'd os ? Yes anfwer'd the other dont fpeak 

* To loud ; he fqueez'd me by the Hand when I was 
4 g ojn g t0 falute him: there is (one myftery carry- 

* ing on, I fuppofe he makes Love to Mariana* I ' 
•• Lo fooner heard this, but I Rood clofe to the Par- 
'< tition between the Sfeop and the Clofet, the Place 
*■ we ufed to meet in; Ixould hear all that pafs'd, 

* and ordered the Maid, to fetve them, bidding her 
*• fay I was gone to bed, if any afk'd for me. I. 
«• placed royfelf (o conveniently as not to lofe one 

* word of their Difcourfe. 

« I mould eafily believe it, faid one of the Gen- 
'■ tlemen in Anfwer to fomething that had pafTed 
1 between them; but Mariana is difcreet, and I 

* cant think ihe has granted him the laft Favour* 
•• So 4 replied the other, are you weak enough to 
« imagine Joan can fay nay to a Lord? Of twenty, 
' Girls of her Rank, are not nineteen catch'd in our 
** Nets ? your over favourable Opinion impofes upon 

* you; I am furprized at it. You may banter as you, 
' pleafe, anfwer'd the Firft: I'll allow you to be 

« right as to the generality of them, but as to her 

* we are fpeak ing of, I know to a Demonftration 
<• ihe is a modell Girl. A Perfon of Figure ofter'd 
< her very considerably, even propoied to fettle upon 
c her; but to no Purpofe. It may be, reply'd he 
*• that knew fo little of me; but can you imagine, 
' ihe would refufe a Perfon of our Rank, who fhould 
' propofe Marriage to her ? How can (he avoid chat 
' Snare? YouJittle think that the Marquefs, in con- 
' dueling an Affair of this Nature, lets fo many 
'.Engines at- work, that he feldom fails, of Succeft; 
' he does not flick at marrying a Girl, he. fancies, 
'• under a borrow 'd Name: perhaps that is the Cafe. 
c here. 

« Imagine, dear Mother, my Surprize and Jndig- 
f : nation J Ah J V^Wtt! I cried out, not receding 

« where 
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where I was. We are over-heard, faid one of 
the Gentlemen, and by Mariana herfelf: 'I am 
very forry for it, replied the Other, we muft pre- 
vail upon her not to fpeak of what (he has heard; 
upon this they ruftYd into the Clofet where they 
found me all in Tears. 

* They ufed their utmoit Endeavours to comfort 
me: but I was alham'd to look them in the Face, 
as if what I had heard, made me guilty. They 
urged me very earneftiy, to inform them what 
Terms I was upon with the Marquefs, and as they 
appeared very much like Gentlemen, in confide- 
ration of the invaluable Service they had done* by 
giving me fo much light into the Affair, I related 
to them the whole detail of my Adventure ; they 
feem'd to credit what I faid : I ufe that Rxpreifion, 
becaufe when they went away, I could hear them 
fay, they knew the World better than that. But 
before they left me, I was obliged to promife, not 
to give them np as the Authors of my Information, 
and I was as good as my Word : their Backs was 
no fooner turn'd, but I threw myfelf into Bed, 
under an Agony not to be exprefied. I fpent the 
Night in contriving means of abfenting myfelf 
from the Place appointed, in vain did Love plead 
for a perfidious Man : My Refolution was never to 
fee him more; a dear bought Victory? His Idea 
always maintained its place in my Breaft, not to 
be removed. The Struggles I that Night under- 
went, were fo violent as to throw me into a Fit of 
Sickncfs. 

« The Bay following, our Maid, whom he had 
gain'd> brought me a Letter from the Wretch; I 
lent it back unopen'd, and as I thought this a 
rrefti Attempt upon my Honour, I order'd him to 
be told, I would hear no more of him. A fe- 
cond Letter came, I behav'd as I did with refpedfc 
to the Firil: the Villain finding he loft his Labour 
that way, fent me Word by the Maid, that he 

«• had 
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had things of the lad Confequence to impart, 
very much to my Advantage; and bcg'd I would 
not condemn him unheard. I was fo provok'd at 
the Servant's Infolence, having before reprimanded 
her feverely on account of the former MeiTages, 
that I prevailed With you, under fome other Pre* 
tence, to turn her away, as you may remember. 

* In a very few Days after this, I was terribly 
furpris'd one Morning when I awak'd, to find my 
perfidious Lover kneeling at my Bed- fide, and 
bathing one of my Hands with his guilty Tears ; 
I (hatch "d it away with too much Confufien not 
to difcover the Afcendant he ftill had over my 
Affections. 

* Well then, charming Mariana, you no longer 
love me, feid he with an Air the moil moving \ 
yon refu<e to fee ox hear me, yon banifh Thofe 
who might inform you of my faithful Ardor. 
Heavens ! that fo much Beauty and f njuftice can 
be fo near allied! What it my Crime? Is it the 
concealing my real Name ? If fo, I own myfcif 

the Marquefs of — I fhould not have denied it* 

What a Misfortune, to have, a more exquifite 
Tafie than toe generality of Mankind ; to this I 
Owe my wretched Condition ! This has torn from 
me all that was dear in the World ! Who is to 
blame, Mariana or I f Why did fhe not keep her 
Word, why did fee not come to the Place appoint* 
ed? There me m ght have difcover'd whether k 

v. as the M&quefs of or bis Secretary, that 

would have married her. Ah! lovely Mariana, 
why did you deprive me the uncommon Pleafure 
of fo agreeably undeceiving you, by presenting a 
Hufhand worthy of fo much Merit? endearing. 
Pleaiure! I had propofed, to be perfonally belov'd, 
and not beholden for the mighty Gift to Rank or 
Fortune. Such is my Crime: I have done; 
pronounce my Doom : this J unification I owed 
myMf, and now,, have, paid my Debt; placed as 
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* I am on the Brink of Deftru&ion, I will not 

* furvive the cruel Misfortune of having been fuf* 

* fpeded. 

4 How weak are we when entangled with Love f 

* His Words made an Impreifion on me; they were 
4 plaufible, and my Heart thro' prepoffeffion pleaded 

* in behalf of the Traitor. But Reafon came to 

* my Affillance: I could not forget the Difcourfe 
4 I had over -heard: They had no I mere ft in the 

* Affair, being neither his Enemies nor Rivals; 
' this laft Reflection carried it, and I would hear no 
' more: The Ingrate committed numberlefs Extra* 

* vagancies; he offer 'd to kill himfelf, putting me 

* a thoufand times in Apprehcnfion for his Life? as 

* much an Impofter as I thought him, 1 could not 

* overcome my Fears. Somebody very luckily ent- 
' ring my Room, he retired, and, convinced I was 
1 not to be deluded by his Forgeries, freed me once 

* for, all from his Company. 

* He was no fooner gone but I blamed my too 
' great Severity; the fpecious Pretence under which 

* he veil'd his wicked Defigns, pre fen ted itfelf again : 

* what a wretch am I, if I have wrong'd him! 

* Perhaps, he really loves me ; perhaps, he tells the 

* Truth: ftay Charmer, Til clear thefe frightful 

* Doubts. I thought of a thoufand Ways to lay 
' open this interesting Myftery J but alas ! what I had 

* heard proved but too true ! I chanced to meet with 
' one of the unhappy Instances of his too fuccefsfol 

* Villany ; me convinced me I had placed my AfFec- 
' tions on a Monfter. I often blufhed to think of 

* my narrow Efcape, bnt ftill loved him to excefs* 
.• and ftfffcred cruelly on that Account. Time 
4 . might, its true, have worn out my Paflion, had not 
« his Behaviour to me about a Week fince, put the 

* finifbing Stroke to a wretched Effe. 

* For To lately was it, that a Perfon exceeding* 

* If well-drefs'd came into my Chamber; he en- 
' quired if I was Mariana, and being anfwerd, I 

was 
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was the Perfon, would to God, faid he, another 
had been employed on this Occafion ; your Coun- 
tenance at fir ft Sight, gains one over to you. My 
Lord Marqucfs of ■ to morrow is to marry 

Mifs . This young Lady has heard of 

feveral Amours of her intended Spoufe ; among 
the reft, (he has been informed, that he has con- 
. verfed with you as a Wife, and fome don't, flick 
out tq fay, he was privately married to you : This 
has occafioned a Demur ; the Lady will go no 
farther in this Affair; till (he receives entire Satif- 
fadlion. on this Point : A Perfon will come from her 
to you for an Anfwer, on which this Marriage 
absolutely depends. The Marqusfs has fworn, he 
is a Stranger to your Bed, but fhe refufes to rely on 
his Protection, and has given him to underftand, 
that if he has deceived you, as fhe is inform'd, 
that the Match muft be broke off. The Marquefs> 
who doats on her, is in the utmoft Confternation, 
and fends me to allure you, that if you prove an 
Obflacle to his Defigns, and refufe to behave on 
this Occaiion as is proper, he will find a Place 
for you, where you may repent your Obftinacy at 

Leifure, and that . Go, go, Sir, replied 

I, interrupting him, and provoked at fuch Me* 
naces ; tell him, who has honoured you with fuch 
a notable Commiffion, I fcorn him too much to 
concern myfelf with his new Engagements ; how* 
ever, I could not have imagined, that after hav- 
ing been guilty of fo many impoftures, with which 
I am better acquainted than he thinks for, he 
fhould crown the Work with a fhameful threatning 
Meilage, to. a young Perfon he had offered to mar- 

3r. Saying this, I turned my Back upon the Gen- 
eman, who went away much aflonifhed at my 
haughty Behaviour. 

* But, vain Haughtinefs, ufelefs outfide Appear- 
ance I A thoufand Times was I torn to Pieces with 
bitter Regret, too plainly convincing me of the 

< Excefs 
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Excefs of my Paffion; my Lover gone for ever; 
I am not only abandoned, but even facrifked to a 
Rival, nay, infulted and trampled on by hi* un- 
generous and outrageous Menaces? This it is* 
Sear Mother, that thus preys upon me, and has 
reduced me to Aich a woeful Condition : What is 
the whole World to me; the Mmquefs is married, 
and all is over V 
Her Tears put an End to this melancholy Rela* 
tion. I endeavoured to comfort and reifare her 
Health : but the Illnefs encreafing, about ten "Days 
afterwards (he fpoke to me in the fallowing Manner, 
and that with a Prefence of Mind as farprized me, 
over-whelmed as I was with Tears, and holding her 
in my Arms. 
« My Hour approaches, faid (he, and we mutt 
part 1 I find I have not long to live: comfort your- 
felf, my dear Mother, and don't oppr efs me with 
your Sorrow ; Nature is too apt to (brink in this 
Conflict ; add not to the Weight your Tenderneis 
will occafion; but, if you love me, refrain giving 
me fo many Marks of it ; they (hake that Steadi- 
nefs which I now Hand in need of more than even 
Have recourfe to God, and befeech him in my be- 
half; in his Mercy I place mv Trull; above all* 
thank him for having preferred my Innocence thro 9 
fo many Dangers : What a Comfort! That Trea- 
fure, at lcaft, I mail carry to the next Life. Let 
me conjure you in the Name of God, to leave me 
to myfelf during thofe precious Moments he is ftU] 
pleated to allow me, that I may employ them 
wholly in the great Affair of Salvation ; receive 
this lift Kifs, and pardon the Uneafinefs I give 
yon : Farewel, dear Mother, you move me too 
much. 9 — • Saying this, fhe turned her Head away, 
and would not be disturbed afterwards : She died as 
fhe lived, that is, in fuch Sentiments of Piety, as af- 
forded me a Angular Conization After fomeTime^ 
I febmkted myfelf to the divine Providence ; *- 
Vol.. I. N*. 3, H tet 
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*&9 ! It coll me dear, and does (till every Day of 
my Life. 

Mariettas Mother wept bitterly in concluding 
this mournful Hiftory; I was much moved, ana 
cried very heartily. The favourable Opinion me 
had of me, was confiderably increafed by feeing 
fuch Marks of my tender Affections, and fhe ex* 
prefled as much in a very fincere Manner; Reflecti- 
ons naturally fucceeded, which confirm'd me more 
and more in a Heady Adherence to Virtue : I could 
opt forbear thinking this Relation was deflgned as a 
Prefervative againu the Dangers, to which my In- 
nocence would be expofed at Paris. 

We reached Val<vin t and meeting with the Con- 
veniency mentioned before, we agreed with the 
Waggoner for my Fare: The old Woman and I em. 
braced each other with great AfFe&ion, promifing a 
mutual Correfpondence for the Future. 

I was no fooner alone in the Waggon, but I gave 
a lqoie to many a melancholy Reflection. Heavens ! 
faid I to myfelf, what am I doing ? What will be- 
come of me ? What will People think ? What will 
my Mother fay ? What ! can I leave a Mother, be- 
wailing my Abfence at this very Inftant ? No, no ; 
I'll go no further, cried I all in Tears; I had bet- 
ter undergo the Reproaches, I fo much dread, than 
expofe myklf again to thole very Dangers I have 
fa happily efcaped. Yes, dear Mother, had I never 
left you, but h£d remained under your Eye, I mould 
not this Day be involved in fo many 1 Difficulties* 

This made a deep Impreflion; I refolved to re- 
turn to the Village, and rather fubmit my Vanity 
to the greateft Humiliation, than be thus wanting 
in my !Duty to my Parents. I was juit going to bid 
the Waggoner fet me down, and was a&ually pre- 
paring to ^igfet, vyfhen I faw a Man riding full 
Speea after us ; my Mind mifgaye me : But how 

reat was my Surprize, when I could diftingui/h his 

ace, and, difco vexed it waj \h& CbwaUir i Elhbux A 
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I trembled, as well I might, from Head to foot, 

and immediately hid myfelf under a Coverlet, that 

was defigned to keep me from the Rain : I lay thus 

perdue above an Hoar, without the lead Motion. 

At laft I grew impatient, and not being able to bear 

the cruel Incertitude any longer. I lifted up the 

Corner of the Coverlet. Heavens ! what (hould I 

fee but the Chevalier (till following the Waggon, 

and holding a Difcourfe with him that drove it. 

What a Situation was I in ! Which Way (hould I 

turn myfelf in this Diftrefs f I knew him too well, 

not to apprehend the worft of Extremities from his 

Brutality. How mould he come this Way f Who 

fhoufd direct him hither ? What might I not expeft, 

if he knew I Was fo hear him I 

This racking Myftery foon cleared up $ another 
young Gentleman came galloping up to the Cbi- 
**$*», ' I have had no better Stfcceft than yod, 
fays he, calling out as he, came towards us; * I can. 
' hear nothing of what we are looking for.* Mon- 
fieur / Elbieux only* put his finger on his Mouth, 
and pointed to the Waggon. This Sign implied a 
great deal, for it plainly mowed where I lay hid. 
When he came up with us* * Take heed, faid the 

* Chevalier to him iu a low Voice, we have her ; 

* me can't efcape this bout : I don't know what it 

* is, but (he iufpecls fomething, you fee how (he 
' hides herfelf.' The winding of the Read prevent- 
ed me hearing any more. God was pleafed to in- 
fpire me with a Contrivance for efcaping : Heaven 
never forfakes the Innocent. 

In about half an Hour after this, the Waggon 
drove into the W ood again ; the Remembrance of 
whit I had there been expofed to, threw me into 
a Fit of trembling. The Road happened to be very 
bad, the Depth of the Ruts made it exceeding trou- 
blefome riding. This forced the Gentlemen to leave 
the great Road and flrike into a Path, fo as to leave 
part of the Thicket between them and the Waggon. 

H a Suck 
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Such an Opportunity was not to be loft* bat at I 
apprehended the Waggoner, by his iow driving, to 
be in the Secret, I could cxped no AfMance from 
him. There hang over the Road feveral large 
Bought, one of theft I laid hold of, and the Waggon 
driving from under me, I climb'd into a large thick 
Tree, folly rcfoiv'd to hide royfelf there, till I might 
venture to make of} the Road here was ftrait and I 
conld fee a long way before me. 

I was foon convinccdV what Importance it was, 
not to let flip the Opportunity Heaven had pot into 
my Hands ; I could fee the Waggon- at fome Diftance 
with the Horfemen dofe by it 5 the Waggoner retired, 
and the Gentlemen quitted their Horfcs. One of 
them, but which I conld not difcern, got upon the 
Carriage, he lifts np the Coverlet and feems vaffijr 
furpriafd not to find me there, looking about on all 
Sides. He jumps down again, they both mount 
their Horfes, feem to confer together, and then ride 
off, taking different Roads. 

I was fally determined not to leave mv Pott, till 
I was fare of not falling into their Hands a fecond 
Time. Two Hours were pafled and nothing ap- 
peared. I began to be in good heart, when I heard 
fomebody fay, * It's to no Purpofe to fearch for her 
« at fuch a Diftance, fhe can*t be gone fo far, bat 
• mnft be hid fomewhere hereabouts, let us look out 
« iharp where we are, this is the Place we loft her in. 

fOUtit 

thin 

was of great Service to me, as I ihould otherwife 
Jbave ventured down, and, muft infallibly have fallen 
into their Clutches. 

Night drew on apace, the Sun was already fet, 
and I faffer'd very much from continuing fo long 
in fuch an uneafy Pofture. My Strength, as well 
as Patience, was quite cxhaufted, when there pais d 
by a Chaife efcorted by two Horfemen; in * tat * 
* . V Lady 
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Lady aad a little Girl: The Moment I faw them, I 
tefolv'd to quit the Tree and take that Opportunity 
of escaping the Danger, whkh hong over me. Bat 
in patting my Defign in Execution, I had the ill 
Fortune to hook the upper part of my Gown in the 
Tree, and lofing my footing at the fame Time, I 
was left dangling in the Air. The fear of falling 
made me cry out, which brought the two Horfeaaen 
attending the Chaife and who were then jnft by, to 
my Affiftance; they prefently difengaged and took 
me down. * Good, God! faidoneof them, pretty 

* Maid, why do you expofe yourfelf to fuch Dao- 

* ger? you rauft certainly be very fond of Birds, to 
' run this Hazard in taking their Nefts.' I had not 
Time to make any Reply; the GbntaH* tTElbitux, 
who had heard my Voice, was polling towards us. 
I ran with all jmy Force to the Chaife, which my 
Outcries had flopp'd, and, calling out from fome 
Diftance to the Lady, ' Save me Madam, for God'a 

* fake, I cried, a Villain offers me Violence ! The 
Lady look'd at me very earneftly whilft I waa 
fpeaking; for my Cloths, though I was drefs'e! 
like a Country Girl, together with my Behaviour 
had fomething fo vtry particular as to intereft her 
in my Behalf < With all my Heart, poor Child, 
' faid fhe, help her in ; it were a Pity any Mifchief 
4 fhould befall her. 9 She had the good Nature to 
make room for me ; the little Girl was placed 
in my Lap, I began to take Courage, and the Chaife 
drove on. 

When I was feared, fhe enquired who I was and 
the Occafion of my Fears. 1 related all the Par* 
ticulars with great Sincerity, excepting my Inclina- 
tion for the Marqutfs. After fhe had heard me with 
great Attention. ' This is Wickednefs with a Yen- 

* geancel cried fhe at the End of my Story, and 
' plainly fhews how dangerous 4s the Company of 

* Mett deftitute of Honour where they take a Fancy 1 
! Mothers ought never to leave their Daughters to 

H 3 £ themfcivc§ t 
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* themfelves, nor ihould young Girls who valne their 
4 Chancer, ever take the leaft Step without their 

* Mother's Advice. ' However Child, yea have no* 

* thing to fear from the Cbcualltr. I don't believe 

* he dare moleft you while I am by ; neither would 

* my Servants fuffer any fuch Thing, if he ihould 

* attempt it. The Countefi I *m well acquainted 

* with, and, when i write to her on this Stfbjed, 

* will reprimand her Son very feverery.' She had 
fcarce done fpeaking, when 1 perceived the Cbe<va* 
Her riding by the Chaife Side and looking in very 
earncftly. * Ah ! Madam, faid I, in a low Voice, 

* there he is, there he is. Don't be frightened (he 

* replied, I'll warrant his ftay will be but fliort. 

* Cbevalitr SEMrievx, fays flic, railing her Voice, 

* pray come hither; I am a particular Acquain- 

* tance of the Omnttfi your* Mother » and as fnch, 

* am willing to give you a little good Advice. 9 He 
no fooner heard thefe Words, bat, giving the Reins 
and Spurt to his Herfe, he rode away. 

• WeO, Jinny, did not I tell you how it would 

* be ? continued (he, jit have a fair Riddance or 

* him. As to the reft make yourfelf eafy * you 

* fhall remain with me till I have wrote to the Gmmt- 

* ttfs % your Godmother, and her Anfwer will deter- 
•♦ mine what « to be done.' 

I blefs'd God very heartily for this happy Meet* 
ing. My Prote&refs appear'd to be about sorry, 
was ftill handfome, but the Sweetnefs of her Tern* 
per can never be fufficiently admir'd * I fbove, by 
all the little Services I could think of on the Road, 
to endear myself to her. My Labour was not throws 
away; by the Time we reach'd Pmu I had gain'd 
not a little on her AJieaioas. 

The Honfe where we were let down, was extreme* 
ly well furniuVd ; it was her own* and her Name, 
a* I foon karat, Madam it G ■ , her Hoiband a 
Receiver in the Exebtquer. Every Thing was mac- 
aificcfttj and the Numb** of their Servants fpoko 
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their Wealth. The Lady had three Waiting-women 
befidet. a Govemefs for her Daughter who was about 
ten Years old. 

Her Hufband had not fo many Attendants \ hit 
Drefs was very plain t a great Oeconomift in his 
Family Affairs, but generous to Profufenefs in re* 
gard of his private Pleafures. 

The Lady introduced me to him as foon as we 
arrived, but he fecm'd to take little pr no Notice of 
what (he faid in my Commendation. It's very well, 
fays he $ how have you enjoy 'd your Health in the 
Country ? But without (laying for her Anfwer* he 
retired to his ClOfet, giving me a Look, as be 
pafs'd by, which did not (cent to be fo unconcern'd 
as his Converfation. 

The R*<ti<vtr was between Fifty and Threefcore % 
he was well made, with an engaging Afpe& I found 
afterwards he was very rich and much given to 
Women, but withal fo cautious that few or none of 
his Intrigues ever came to light. Every one has . 
his Humour, this Gentleman's Ambition was to pafs 
for one who had overcome the common Frailties of 
Mankind. * 

The Lady had wrote to the Countefs as foon aa 
we got home , I made it my Bufinefs to ingrati- . 
ate myfelf more and more to her, and (he feem'd * 
to love me with Affection. Her Daughter' was 
taught Writing and tyf uiick ; the good Lady 
was pleas'd to order I (hould make u(e of that Op- 
portunity for my Improvement ; as my Voice waa 
naturally vtty agreeable, it was foon taken notice 
of. As for Writing, in a (hort Time I was able to 
hold aCorrefpondence, which gave me no fmall Sa- 
tisfaction 1 for, I was no (boner rid of my Fears* 
but all my Refolutions to forget the Marq*efi f were 
by Degrees entirely forgot. 

One Morning whilft I was ftudying in a little 

jtom, which was allotted to my Ufe, a Footman 

^ tithe Lady's came to call jnc to her j I made what 

hate 
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hade I could, and upon entering the Room, * fit 

* down Jenny, faid (he, I have received fome Let- 

* ters which concern you, I any willing you mould 
' know their Contents/ 

She fpoke this with fuch a ferious Air, as made 
the Blood run cold in my Veins : I liftened to her 
with Fear and Trembling. 

' This, continued ftie, is from your Godmother: 

* The Countefs fpeaks very well of you, but (he in- 
4 forms me of fome Things I don't approve of your 

* being acquainted withal ; your Heart is tender, 

* and it may not be proper to revive your former 
« Sentiments.* • 

This was more than fufficient to incite my Curio- 
fity ; however 1 difiembled my Eagernefs, but wat 
determined to get hold of the Letter, that I might 
unriddle this My fiery. 
' The other, continued (he, is from my God- 
daughter, who thinks quite otherwife of her Bro- 
ther the Chevalier, with regard to you $ ihe ad- 
vifes me to look narrowly to you, and fays it is 
her Affe&ion for me^ which makes her give me 
this Caution. Mifs <TElbieux tells me you are a 
great Diftembler, very vain, and very malicious; 
that you was within a fmall Matter of being the 
Occafion of much Mifchief; that by your Afreda- 
tion you had inveigled the Love of the Marquefs 
cf L. V. that he had fought upon your Account ; 
in fine, that (he much apprehended your Stay in 
my Houie would be attended with fome fatal Con. 
fequence, which, too late, might make me repent, 
I had ever received you. That the Marquefs fif 
L. V. Father to him who was wounded, exclaims 
bitterly againft you, as the Promoter of that Dan- 
get his Son's Life is in, whofe Recovery is very 
much doubted.* 
I drove exceedingly with myfelf, in order to Aifle 
the Vexation this Letter gave me r and the Grief I 
conceived at taedefperate Condition of my wounded 

Lover. 
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Lover* Notwithstanding my Endeavours, the Tears 
guJhed out; it was in vain to hide them, the Lady 
too plainly faW my Trouble* 

* You are in Tears, Jinny, faid she, looking 
« ftedfafUy at me ; that convinces me, one Part of 

* the Letter is true ; and as for the reft, I give no 

* Credit to it; the Prejudice is too rank, and I plain* 
4 If fee my God-daughter has taken an Antipathy 

* to you. I am at a Lofs to account for it, as yon 

* appear to be very fwcet tempered, and I don't 
' find the lead Refemblance in the Character (he has 
4 drawn, unlefs you are the greateit Diflemblcr upon 
« Earth.* 

I Ihed a Torrent of Tears at thefc Words. * Re. 
1 cover yourfelf, faid (he; I did not fend for von to 
4 give yon this Uneafinefs; behave yourfelf welly 
' and Til take Care of yon* . 

I was going out of the Room, when flie called me 
back, ' now I think on't, fays flie, your Father and 

* Mother would have yon return Home : but yon 

* ihall be your own Nfiflrefs to £0 or flay. Ah! Ma- 
4 dam, cried I, as much as I love them.— —Well, 

* well, fays this amiable Lady interrupting me : I 
4 fee you have fome Reafbns for not complying with 

* their Orders : Make yourfelf eafy, you fhall ftay 
4 where you are.' 

I retired, quite overcome with fo much Goodnefs, 
in going from her Apartment, the Receiver met me. 
4 What is the Matter, my pretty Girl/ fays he, 
flopping me, ' has any one been taking you to Talk ? 

* I rtiafl be very angry with my Wife ; for, except 
4 her, no body here dares to ufe you ill. But be 

* comforted, 1*11 put Things upon a better Footing ; 
' I have been thinking fome Time of making your 

* Fortune, I am much obliged to you, Sir, an- 

* fwered I; your L&dy's being pleas'd to bear with 

* me, demands a greater Return than I can pofli- 

* bly make. I have all the Reafon in the World to 
4 be Satisfied with her Goodnefs. Not too much of 

• that 
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* that I believe, fays he, you would fcaice cry for 

* nothing : Some other Time I (hall enquire further 

* into this Matter; we are not in a proper Place to 

* talk any longer ; farewel :' Saying this he fqueez'd 
my Hand, and went to his Lady. 

I was no longer {o dull of Apprehenfion, as not to 
know the Meaning of Words} and plainly perceiv'd 
I was in Favour with the Gentleman : This made 
me very uneafy, leaft his Tafte in this particular, 
Jhould clafli with my happy Situation. 

I returned to my Chamber r 4nufing on what had 
jpaffed, and very much refenting the Behaviour of 
Mademoifelle d'Elbieux. I was taken up in contriv- 
ing Means for getting the Letter, which had not 
been read to me ; the mention made in it of the Mur*~ 
f**f$ % was alone too great a Temptation to be refitt- 
ed. It was locked up in a Drawer, and I often 
watched an Opportunity to lay hold of it. 

The Stmday following I compleated my Defign, 
whilft the Lady was at Church ; for having overpaid 
the Time, fhe forgot her Keys in the hurry. Open- 
ing the Drawer I found the Letters, which I carried 
off to my own Chamber, and read them very haftily. 

The firft was that from MadtmotfilU £ Ettitu*, 
as much concerned as I was in it, I run it over very 
(lightly ; that of the Count eft* % was of greater Con- 
iequenc*. 

I read it feveral Times : (he fpoke of me in very 
favourable Terms, excepting, where (he mentioned 
her Sufpicion of an Understanding between the 
Marquefs and me. She faid her Son had wounded 
him dangerouily with a Piftol Bullet : That feveral 
Reports had been fpread in the Country concerning 
the Affair ; but that (he had unravelled the whole, 
by the Means of an old Servant, whom (he had en* 
trufted with the Care of my Education ; that not* 
withftanding the Marquefs was very referved, as to the 
Grounds ot the Quarrel, yet his Perplexity as not 
knowing what was become of me, plainly discover- 
ed 
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ed the Violence of his Paffion ; that fhe had thought 
herfelf under an indifpeniible Obligation of caution- 
ing the Marquefit Father, her particular Friend, to 
provide, in Cafe his Son fhould recover, againft the 
Confequences of fuch Amour! an Affair of* the 
greater Concern, as fhe thought me virtuous, and 
my Lover a Man of Honour. 

The Letter concluded with adviliug my being lent 
back to my Parents ; that my Charms might in Time' 
occafion much Mifchief ; and that, if fhe thought' 
of keeping me with her, it would be abfoktely nc- 
ceflary to prevent my ever feeing the Marqutfs. 

I bewail'd the Condition of that dear Man, and 
yet did not difapprove of the Cautions given on* 
this Occafion; I even refolved to turn them to 
my own Advantage. What I had read convinced 
me of the little Strefs that wa» to be laid on (6 
unequal an Engagement I folded up the Letters 
and carried them back, in a great Hurry : One Mo- 
ment later I had been catch'd in the Fa& ; the 
Recover coming in, juft as I was leaving- his Lady's 
Apartment. 

* O! you are here, are you? fays he. • Well 

* pretty Jcnnj y is there any thing troubles you now V 
The Colour, my Apprehenfion occafion 'd, the Con- 
firmation 1 was in, altogether fet me off to an Ad- 
vantage. That Air of Aflbrance, moft Women are 
fond of, is far from being always a Charm; and I 
have fince heard the Men acknowledge, that how- 
ever fond they may be of the Sex, they are more 
taken with a modeft and referved Carriage, than that 
forward free Behaviour. 

- hbnfitur dt G * ■ ■ , was juft then an|Inftance of 
this Remark, by extolling me, at leaft in Appear- 
ance, beyond fuch as I have juft now mentioned. 

* But fays he, you make me no Anfwer : Do you 
' ftand in any Awe of me ? If you do, it's wrong 

* judged; I am mere your Friend than you imagine. 

* For it's owing to me, that my Wife, without 

< knowing 


84 The Fortunate Country Maid. 

• knowing my Inclinations, (hows yon fo great a 
« Regard. Indeed, foon after I came thither, I 
had a Sattin Gown given me: the Lady's Women 
were vtry fond of me, they taught me how to be- 
have, and their Inftrudtions were not loft} (as Gida 
ace ready enough in learning fuch Leflbns.) * I had 

* my Reafons, continue Monfienr de G* s or I 

• mould have ordered your Clothes myfelf, which 

• would have been after a much genteeler Manner; 

* but we muft have a Regard to the Circumftance of 

* Time, which you may make more futtable when* 
« foever you pleafe. What fay you, Jinny T Shall I 

* reckon you in the Number of my Friends? I 
« could not wifh for any thing better, Sir,' I replied 
at Lift, without knowing the Extent of that Word. 
« Ay, nowyoa fpeak! continued he. You are Love 
4 jtfelf : upon this Condition, you Jhall be as happy 
« as a Queen. Adieu; I am apprehenfive my Wife 
4 is coming in, and would not, for the World, Jhe 

• ihould furprize us together. As flie is extremely 

• apt to be jealous, this would be fufficient to make 

* her run mad. fie upon your Guard, and take 

♦ Care not to drop the leaft Hint of this to any one.* 
I flood like a Statue after hearing fuch a DHcourfe. 
Madam dt. C ■ , who juft then came in, found 
me in that Condition, * What was doing here? fays 

Jhe. My Hufband went from hence but now, 
what has he been faying to you ? Methinks you are 
thoughtful.; there is fomething more than ordinary 
in it. Come tell me what has palled : My Hufband 
is amorous; Til lay a Wager he is in Love with 
you, and has been telling you as much. With 
me, Madam ( replied I. Don't tell me any Lies/ 
continued (he, throwing herfelf into an eafy Chair, 
I am not *ngrv with you; but if you conceal any 
Thing, we ffiall be no longer Friends. I can eafily 
fatisfy you, Madam, I replied, its true, hknjkur 
f G— __ has laid fome obliging Things to me; 

* hut I imagined it waa only in conjequence of the 

• Favour* 
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4 Favour* far which I a» beholden toyo*. Mighty 

* well,' cried the Lady, interrupting me, * that is 

* to fay, he will love you for my fake. But let m* 

* hear what he Ibid.' 

Upon this, I repeated Word for Woid kit whole 
Dtfceurfe; only, I flopped (hort where be propoied 
being my Friend : Upon fecoiid Thoughts, I had 
guefied how much it imported The more I hefita- 
tfd, the more her Cnr ibfity was mifrd, * Well, and 
4 what anfwer did you make?" faid Jbe very fcriottiy. 
I repeated my Words : ' And what did he fay to 
that/ continued Jhe. * Ah f Madam, what very 
4 much farprized roe, anfweredli and convinced me 
' 1 did not righty uftdefftand the £xpreffion he had 
4 ttfed.' I then related the reft of hi* Difcoarfe, 
and (he mufed upon it a Httle. 

• Your tender Years plead a Pardon for your An- 
4 vWer, faid fhe ; bat do you know to what yon have 

* obliged yoericlf. By virtue of what you faid, my 

* H ulhand will fecure your Perfon ; you are his, and 

* in that Cafe, Honour, Reputation, and all is gone. 

* God forbid,' cried I, interrupting her, and alarmed 
at what I heard ; * my Heart would break, to think 
' I had given the lead Occaiion for any fuch Thing. 
4 I believe it, replied the Lady, and you have done 
4 very well in giving me this Detail; otherwife yon 

* might have been fatally engaged, without fufpeft. 
4 ing any ill, till it had been too late to prevent it* 

* Therefore look to it, Jenny, and for the future, do 
4 nothing without confuiting me: The Dangers you 

* have already efcaped, ought to make you more 
4 Circumfped than another. 

The Lady* Difcoarfe had too great an Appear- 
ance of Truth, not to make a deep Impreffion. I 
Was foon Convinced fhe was not miftaken in what 
ffce had faid, and I had great Reafon to think my- 
felf happy, under the Direction of fo ikilful a 
Guide. 

Vot. h N«. 3, I Two 
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Two Days after this, one of the Lady's Women, 
for whom I had a particular Efteem, came to my 
Chamber* ' What in Bed (till, Lazy-one*, faid 

• ihe, come, rife and drefs yourfelf; I am going 

* out, and yon mult go with me. With (all my 

• Heart/ anfwer'd I getting up ; 'if you had given 
« me the leaft Notice over Night, [ fhould have been 

* ready before this. There is no harm done, an* 
' fwer'd ihe> it is not late; however get ready as 
4 faft as you can. 

This Servant could not be lefs than fixty Years; 
forty of which (he had pa/Ted in the family, where 
ihe was very much refpe&ed: I made my Court 
to her from the Beginning, for I foon perceived 
ihe was the Governante of the Houfe, and that no* 
thing was tranfa&ed but what had her Approbation. . 
I had the greater Reafon to be fond of her, having 
one Day overheard her fpeak much in my behalf to ■ 
her Lady, prevailing upon her to keep me, when 
ihe had thoughts of fending me away. I never let 
her know, that I was fenfible what Obligations I 
had to her, butitrove, by every thing in my Power - 
to make a fuitable Return. 

We went in a Hackney Coach to a Silk Mercer's 
in St. Honon^Jtreet. She confulted me upon fome 
flower 'd Damalk, I gave my Opinion of what. I 
liked, and ihe fix'd upon the Piece I had fancied. 
She called ibr fome Gowns fit for Autumn and 
Spring; ftill I was confulted, and fpoke my Mind 
with the fame Franknefs as before. 

She bought three Gowns betides a Bed gownv 
From thence we drove to a Sempftrefs, where ihe • 
bought a Dozen line laced Shifts, and a Dozen plain 
ones, with other Linen fuitable. 

From thence we went to the Palais i here ihe 
bought Head-cloath, Tippits, Ribbons and other 
like Attire. 

We went back to two or three other different 
Shops, for Stockings, Gloves, &V. at laft we alight- 
ed 
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c<f at St. Rock's Bank, and were conducted to an 
Apartment, not very large indeed, but nobly fqr- 
HifiVd. 

The old Servant, I mentionM brooght Table 
Linen j a Footman, who by the Livery I knew be- 
long'd to the Receiver, came in; he laid the Cloath 
very neatly, and then retired. 

I flared, not being able to comprehend what all 

this meant: far from fufpeffcing any thing, I was 

* with a Ferrbn of fome Confideration, one that I 

k>ok*d upon as a fecond Miftrefs ; my want of Mif* 

truft on this Occafion was not at all Mameable. 

AboQt half an Hour afterwards Somebody knock 'd 
at the Door. The Footman brooght up a Young 
Woman with Hoop-petticoats. My Dire&refs hav- 
ing chofe one of the handfomeft, « Come, fays fhe, 
' ' let us fee how this will fit yon:' I put off* my 
. Gown, it was tried on, and I thought h no (final! 
Addition towards a graceful Appearance ; a fecret 
Complacency arofe when I view'd myfelf in the 
Glafs and faw I was not at all defpifeable. 

My Vanity was difcover'd by my Dire&refs. 

* You are not miftaken, pretty jenny in thinking 

* yourfelf handfome, fays me: you are very lovely; 
' I muft have the Pleafure of drenlng your Head 

* according to my Fancy.* As I was not againft 
it, (he fell to curling my Hair, and then put me 
on one of the bought Heads; only to try it, (he 
faid. I made great [Difficulty when we came to 
the Red: ' You are a Simpleton cried (he; dont 

* .you fee it's only for Diverfion ? * We have noth- 

* ing to do now but only to adorn thefe little Ears ; 
' and for that too we have the good Luck to be pro- 
' vided.' Upon this (he pulled out her Purfe, which 
feem'd to be none of the lighted, from whence (he 
took a Paper containing a pair of Brilliant Earings. 

* What do you think of them ? Exceeding fine, an- 

* fwer'd I. Well then let us fee if. they become you 

* as well as the reft 1 I view'd myfelfi the Altera- 

I 2 tion 
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tion was fo great, that thro 9 Surprize I was not able 
to fpeak. And indeed, Jinny was no more ; a well 
made young Lady, killingly handfome, had taken 
her place; the Red gave new Luftre to my Eyes, 
and to fpeak the Truth, I thought myfelf tranicen- 
dently charming. 

Let me be indulged in' this Sally of Vanity : efpc- 
cially as I am a Woman : When Monfitur de la Val- 
/w, the Fortunate Peafant, placed his perfbnal Merit 
in fo ftrong a Light, I, who am fpeaking, was not 
difgufted at it; 1 aik but the fame Favour at the 
Hand* of the Pnblick. 

Whilft I was thus taken op with the Contcm- 
yktion of ay own dear felf, a Mantua-waker came 
in. f Come, Mifs, (aid my Dire&reft, put off your 
f Gown, that your Meafote may be taken: your 
' Clothes will be made to Admiration, Mrs. P^godt 

* has the beft Hand in From* for fiattion^ off a fcanjU 

• fome Woman.' Tim far Ihad not the leaft $n£» 
picion: But the taking my Meafweand theicEx- 
preffions, open'd my Eyes; at once I faw clearly jn 
the whole Affair. O Heavens! said I to myiclf, I 
am betray 'df I bad not Strength to mafon any 
further. 

By this time they bad undreft me, aad the Afor- 
tuA-maker was bufy in taking the Meafure, but with 
an- Air that had a Mixture of Sorrow and Com - 
paffion. I faid nothing; quite at a lofs how to 
evade the Mifchief that threaten'd me: The Gk- 
<valier i Elbieux's Behaviour was too freih in ay 
Memory, not to make me dread every thing which 
jbad the leaft Appearance of that kind. I recom- 
mended myfdf to God, who certainly directed me 
on this Occafion. 

I pretended a Defire of being left alone a few 
Minutes, on a certain Account: The wicked J>i- 
rc&reft, for fuch I began to think her, told me there 
was no one there with whoa I might not make 
free. But I appeared to naturally aftamed, as in 

Truth 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 8 9 

Truth I was, that fhe cried oat. ' Let her have 

* her Way ; (he is a meer Child, and every Trifle 
' ftartles her ; in time fheOll know better.' 

The Moment they were gone out of the Room, 
with my Pencil, on a imp of Paper, I wrote the 
following Note. 

Jenny is undone % Madam, unU/s you /natch her 
from the Pr triplet % on luboje Brink Jbt fiands. Want 
of Time prevents btr faying any more. 

This I direded for Madam de G , I had al- 
ready contrived how to fend it : The Mantua maker** 
Behaviour convinced me (he was virtuoufly inclined, 
fhe having frequently figh'd when (he look'd at me. 
WhilH fhe was employed in folding up the Things, 
I approach'd her, under fome Pretence, and Jlipp'd 
the Note into her Hand, telling her at the lame 
time, if fhe had the leait regard for Virtue, as I be- 
lieved the had, fhe muft carry that Note immediately 
as directed, and God reward her. 

I found I had no time to lofe ; one Moment more 
had been too late : The Door open'd, and who 
ihould come in but Monfitur de G ! Although 
after what had pafs'd, I might reasonably expect 
him, yet I was thunder ft ruck at his Appearance, 
and look'd like Death itfelf. < Wkat a charming 
4 Creature!' cried he, not obferving my Perplexity; 

* I was not miftaken : is there any thing can furpafs 
' this !' He came up to me and view'd me on all 
Sides, (the others left the Room at his coming in.) 

•' Well my Charmer, you are not difpreas d with 
' your Condition I hope I is not the Matter's Ser- 

* vice as good as the Miftrefs's ? But all this is no- 
' thing in Comparifon of what is to come. The firft 
' Moment I law you, I pronounced you happy. 

* Come, my pretty Creature, why won't you talk 

* with me ? You. are Melancholy ; what is the Mat- 
•* tcr ? Do you fancy any thing * you need only 
' fpeak. Some Jewel i perhaps a Ring ? accept of 

* this, it's yours. f 

I j Saying 
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Saying this he took a fine Diamaad from his 
Finger, and prefcnted it j but I thrnft it afide. 
How great is the Confufion of a virtuous young 
Woman in fuch Circumftaaces ! ' Let me alone, 
Sir, (aid I aHaft* keep your Prefents to yooT- 
felf ; they are infe&ious. Little did I expe& fuch 
Favours, and much left an Adventure of this fort. 
God knows my Heart, I never intended to give 
the leaft Encouragement. How I cried he, very 
gravely * I have jnifunderibod you certainly ; or 
what it it yon mean ? When I offered to provide 
for yon, did not you give your Confent ? Not in 
the leaft, Sir, anfwer'd I ¥ery finartly j I am un- 
acquainted with your manner of expreffing things, 
ana we did not undcrftand one another. Why, 
what did yon underftand then ? faid he interrupt. 
ing me. That you made an offer of your Friend- 
ship, replied I, which was doing me a great 
Honour. But neverthelefs, continued he, yon 
have brought yourfelf into ■ Ah not at all, 
Sir, anfwer'd I in Tears ; you are too much of 
a Gentleman to ufe Violence ■ » » How I faid 
he, interrupting me very calmly ; you don't know 
me furely j I love you too well to give you the 
kail Uneafinefs ; and though I mould have a far 
better Title, yet nothing would be exacted that 
is incompatible with your Tranquility. Dry up 
your Tears then, my lovely Jenny ; reign fole 
Miftrefs of yowfelf and me : No body (hall pre- 
fnme to controul yon y independent of all about 
you, their only Study (hall be to obey your Or- 
ders. The Return you may hereafter think fit 
to make for all this, lies entirely in your own 
Bread : In the mean time, enjoy yourfelf in the 
endearing Reflection, that you are entirely at your 
own difpofal. This Apartment is yours, and 
whatever elfe you can fancy, fhaU be provided 
« without delay/ 

All. 
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All this was fo far from allaying my Apprehen- 
fkros that it only ferved to encreafe them. « How 
unhappy am I f cried I, that yon fhould enter- 
tain fo ill an Opinion of me ! Better far to be 
in my Grave, than except of fuch Prefentt. Good 
God! What Obligations muft I lie under f None 
at all, replied he : I don't pretend to influence 
yonr Afiections, difpofe of them as you fhall judge 
proper. My Word and Honour fhall be engaged j 
a Security, you ought to think me incapable of 
violating. The Liberty of feeing you from time 
to time, and obliging you in every thing, is all 
I afk : A fufficient Recompence for the greatefl 
Services I am able to perform. A further Ac- 
quaintance will convince you that I am in a 
different Way of thinking from thofe, who fujl 
of the Benefits they have conferr'd, fancy they 
have a right, on fuch frivolous Grounds, to ty- 
rannize and exad a fervile Compliance to tvery 
thing they think fit to demand. No, no, Jenny t 
once more I give you my Word, I look for np 
Return. Your Nicenefs in this Affair, fa* from 
giving the lead Difguft, charms me infinitely, 
and raifes my efteem to an equal Pitch with my 
Love ; and whatfoever iny Paffion may be, you 
mall never have any Reafon to complain. In or- 
der to convince you of the Truth of this, I fhall 
leave you at preient, and not even return till you 
think proper to fend forme.* Saying this, he made 
a low Bow and retired. Where Experience is 
wanting, the Appearances of Things mull carry 
it : the Sentiments he had exprefs'd, were not un* 
worthy a Man of Honour, and made a deepim* 
predion, infomuch, that J was under a kind of Con* 
cern for having fufpe&ed the Virtue of Monfieur dt 
G > , I was not in the Wrong : His Conduit in 
regard of me from that Moment, demonftrated he 
was very capable of putting in practice the gene, 
rous Maxims he had laid down; Ievenwiih'd to 

have 


9 2 Tie Fortunate Country Maid. 

have had it in my Power to recall the Note. Thefir 
Reflections were follow 'd by the Emotions of Self* 
love : as I was alone, I confulted the Glafs upon 
thofe Beauties I had heard fo often extolled ; I ex* 
amined my feveral Feaiures, and without perceiv- 
ing of it, applauded my own Charms : the Staffs 
Were rich, 1 tried their EfTe&s upon me. Where I 
in fuch Clothes, (aid I to myfclf, and feen by the 
Marquefi, I might not for the future perhaps, be fa 
long without hearing from him. But where is the- 
nar m, continued I, in accepting of thefe fine Things. 
I am not obliged to make any return. Monfieur it 

G has given me his Word 

I was going on in this Train of Thoughts, when 
the Waiting Woman came in : (he was too fly not 
to difcover the Bent of my Soul in thofe Moments. 

* How now f pretty Jen/vt 9 fays {he, you have let 
' my Mailer go away. He feem'd much difturbed : 
4 fure you would not fay any thing difagreeable to 

* him. No, God forbid ! anfwer'd J, at rlrfl in- 

* deed, methought me feem'd to drive at fomething 
t out of the Way.' He ? cried the Waiting Wo- 
man, taking me up with an insinuating Air* 

* Alack f you know little of him : a very moderate 

* Compliance will purchafe Prefents without End 

* from him. Go, go, he deferves you (hould be a 
little more Complaifant; few Women in Paris 
€ would fcruple to . Very fine, very fine in- 

4 deed/ cried out Madam dt G , who had 

been liftening at the Door, and that Moment en- 
ter'd the Room; * a pious Exhortation truly this- 

* fame of yours to a young Girl? Wicked Wretch, I 
4 am glad I know thee, Heavens f who would have 

* thought it ! That I fhould be fo long impos'd upon: 

* by her Hypocrify 1 Be gone vile Diflembler ; be 

* gone this Inflant : fee my Face no more ; for de- 
' pend upon it, if you do not leave Paris before 
' this time To morrow, 111 confine you for Life. 
4 Good God/ continued the Lady, throwing her. 

kit* 
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felf, quite fatigued as it were, into an esajr Chair 9 

• that ever I ihoold employ inch a Creature.' Bo* 
the Whretch did not flay to hear all this oat, the firft 
Apoftropbt being fuflicient to pack her off: For my 
Part I was as much at a lofs, as if I had been the 
Criminal myfeif. 

The Lady feem'd to be in a profound Medita* 
tion : But prefeutly recovering herfelf, and looking 
on me with all the Goodnefs imaginable, ' yoar 
Difcretion and Prudence I (hall never forget, faid 
4he; the Note you fent, was brought me by a 
Perfon whofe Conduct had a great Appearance of 
Virtue. Lay afide yovt Tears in Repaid of my 
fiuibnnd 1 your modeft Pehaviour will encreate 
his Efteem, and he will be the firft Man to e»- 
courage you for having done your Duty. I know 
him too well, to doubt of what I fay. Wretched 
Servants ! You are likewife a Promoter of thefo 
Siierders. It's you have put my Huihand on 
jjoch Exploits. It's to fuch bafe Compilers wkh 
their Matter's Inclinations, that we juiuy attribute 
fo many Mifuoderftandings and Divorces. Very 
genteel and pretty FunuuH-e, mi Truth/ conti- 
nued ihe, looking on the Table, and the other Things 
Provided for me : ' Poor Child I added 4e, be- 
dding my Head-dsefs and Paw ; * <fed*cH)g-AI- 

• Joremeats* (6 often fatal to Youth V This De- 
tail fhamed me very much ; I fnatch'd up a Nap- 
kin and immediately demolifbed my Patches and 
Paint. ' Embrace me, my dear JamyJ faid the 
4 good Lady* * I am charm'd with your virtuous In* 

• dignatioo ; now you are lit to appear. Call 
' fome of my Servants, and order up tbe Mailer 

• or Miftrefs of the Houfe : I would fain know 
' who it belongs to, aid in whofe Name thefe 
' Lodgings have been taken*' 

• The Miftrefs came herfelf : One of thofe wno 
always &wn upon their Company, and pique them* 
{elves on being the very pink of Couitefy ; oar 

Landlady 
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Landlady was fo to fuch a Degree, that it was in** 
poffible to difcoorfe with her in any other Strain* 
* Lord, Madam, do me the Honour to believe* — - 
Every Word was (o footh'd with Compliments, 
that I am apt to think, when me abnfed any one, 
it was under Favour, with Sabmiffion, £sV. Her 
Eyes languim'd fo much wfrilft me fpoke, that they 
were often in a Manner clofed up r at every Word 
me was fure to moiften her Lips, and each Phrafer 
was diftinguiflTd by a (mail fpitting, being intro- 
duced by an affe&ed Hem, and ended in a molt agree- 
able fqueak. 

This whining Gentlewoman inform'd us, that Mw- 
fi$ur diG hired the Lodgings and furnifiVd 

them ; that (he did not know my Name, but the 
Gentleman had aflured her I was a married Womanv 
and come to Paris in order to fue for sv feparafe 
Maintenance, my Hufband fquandering away his 
Effects in continual Debaucheries j that he had re- 
ceived great Recommendations m my Beharf, being 
related to the beft Families in Bretaign. 

' The Story is well enough contrived/ replied 
he Lady ; ' but I can afiiire you the Gentleman 
has impofed upon you, 'tis all a Fi&ion, Adieu,* 
continued (he, < another time be more circumfpeft 
who yon take into your Houfe : a very little Re- 
flection would have convine'd you, that if this Lady 
was fo well recommended to Monfieur de G ■» 

lie being a married Man, the Stranger might have 
had an Apartment in his Houfe ; and you are 
the more tnexcufable in this Affair, as you own 
we are no Strangers to you.' Saying this, (he 
lock'd op every thing; we got into the Coach, and 
return'd home. 

Monjuur dt G ■■ ■ had been gone but a few Mi- 
nutes : he was acquainted with what had happened, 
by a Note which, as we found afterwards, the Wait- 
ing Woman had fent : We were told lie was gone 
into the Country ♦ 

Although 
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Although this Gentleman had been engaged in 
leveral Intrigues, he was always fo circumfpect, and 
the Regard he had for his Lady, fo particular; 
that he would not for the World give her the leaft 
Uneafinefs, or fuifer any thing of this kind to he- 
come publick. He was no looner arrived at hit 
Seat, but he wrote to beg Pardon for what was 
pad, aiTuring her, ihe (hould have no Reafon to 
-complain of his future Conduct *. and as a Proof of 
his Sincerity, he was willing I mould be fent home. 
The Lady, whole goodnefs to me encreafed continu- 
ally, read me his Letter, and her Anfwer to it: 
4he told him, he was to blame in absenting himfclf 
00 fuch a trifling Occafion ; that no one can always 
command their Inclinations, and if his were never 
more out of the Way, it would be very well ; that 
(he herfelf had a particular Value for me, as 1 juftJy 
deferred \ that the had no Thoughts Of fending me 
away, being very fecure in my Difcretion : the Let- 
ter concluded with repeated Ajfarances of the ten- 
dered AfFe&ion. 

Did ever Wife behave in this manner, as often at 
the Nuptial State lies under a Cloud, Divorces 
would not be fo much in Vogue in thefe our Days. 

I oafled almoft a Year without hearing any thing 
of* the Marqugfs ; Time and Reflection had allay VI 
that ardent Pafiion fo vifible in the Beginning of 

thefe Memoirs. Madam dt G- was fo fond of 

me, as to make no Diftin&ion between her Daughter 
and me ; under the Mailers, who attended her, I 
had fung with fo much Judgment as to gain the 
Applaufe of all who vifited the Lady. MademoifelU 
her Daughter, far from refembling MadtmoiftlU. 
<f Elbieux, loved me very tenderly, and was never 
eafy in my Abfence. Monfieur dt G 's love 

Fit was become a paternal Affection, of which he 
(bon gave me very convincing Proofs ; but however 
commendable his Intentions might be, I could look 

upon 
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upon nothing, which came from that Quarter, with 
« very favourable Eye. 

Several of the Company who refofted to the Houfe 
made their Addrefles to me ; but the nfoft importune 
Suitor was a certain Mmfiew Gttpatt^. Farmer Ge- 
neral of the Taxes, immenfely rich and frightfully 
<teform*d. People may pretend that a young Wo* 
man ought to be directed in her Choice by Reason 
and not by Fancy ; bnt for my Part, to d&l inge* 
irioufly, I could not think Monfintr Gripart, any o- 
titer than infupportabiy difagreeable, Neverthelef* 
feme Regard was due to him as he w*s really* ht 

earned. Madam Je G afTured mt of k f 

atid added (he mould think herfelf very happy if 
tfe could make it a Match. I did not dare to 
enter on the Subjeft of my Diflikc to him ; bnt 
Was in hopes my mean Birth, and the Difadvan* 
tages attending it, would prove a fufficrent Obftacle, 
without tay appearing in the Affair : But the Mif- 
fbrtune was, Monfieur Gripart, who came from no* 
thing himfelf, look'd upon great Extraction no more 
than a lucky Hit, and confequentfy did not ffeed 
Upon fuch illoftrious Chimeras : Confidering the 
great (hare he had in fome of my Adventures, it will 
not be aroifs to draw hit PSdture. 

He was of a middle Stature ; one Half of hi* 
Body, as well as Half his Pace, very different from 
the other: It's true, he was not Hone h- back 'd, but 
was equally graceful, for when he flood as (trait as 
he could, one would imagine he was Hooping to 
cake fomethin| up. The Defcription of his Coun- 
tenance will be no eafy Talk ; 1 never faw any 
thing like it. His Head: was an Oval inverted, 
the Top Of the Forehead making the Point : his 
Bye* inclined to each other in Proportion as the 
figure diminiuYd, and confequently their lower Part 
were as much at a Diftance : His Mouth was made 
arch-wife, but inftead of being turn'd downwards. 
Which is ufual enough, the upper Lip and his Noftrils 

fcem'd 
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feem'd to be bat one Piece ; and when he laugh 'd, 
ic was impoffible to diftinguifh the one from the 
other : Bat both his Lips, contrary to what we ge- 
nerally ice, eurn'd inwards ; and his Note, prond 
of it's Pre eminence, was puffed op very fiercely on 
all Occafions. 

His Eyes were as big as {hofe of an Ox, without 
any Advantage in Point of Sight j their Lids were 
fo fond of each other, that they never parted with- 
out Tears. 

The left Eye- brow was at a confiderable Diftance 
from the Eye to which it belonged, and took in at 
leail one Half of the Forehead, being turn'd upon 
itielf 1 whereas the other could fcarce be diftingoifh* 
ed from the right Eye. 

The Hieht of his Forehead muft have been ex- 
ceffive, had not the Border of Eyebrows, we juft 
now mentioned, form'd an agreeable Point of View. 
The buihy Perrhvig* which Monfitur Gripart ufualiy 
wore, look'd like a fuitable Frame to fo frightful a 
Piflure. 

This Gallant, juft fnch as I defcribe him, loved 
me to Diltraftion : Not a Day paiTed but he made 
me a Vifit ; which Liberty, and that of difcourfing 
with me at Pleaiure, he had taken up of his own 
Accord : Whilft I was ignorant of his Defigns the 
droll Figure and humourous Converfation of the 
Man, was an Amufement ; it was a confiderable 
Time before he made any Declaration, and till then 
I could not believe a Man of his Mould capable of 
Love like other People : Neverthelefs, perfonal De- 
formity is no bar to Virtue, Wit, nor Love ; and 
Inftances are not wanting where the mod con- 
temptible Afpeft has deierv'd a Chara&er infi- 
nitely preferable to the Merits of thofe, whofe 
nerfonal Qualifications have been altogether charm- 
ing. 

At laft he declared himfelf, taking an Oppor- 
tunity whilft Madam it G was writing ; he 
Vol. L N*. 3. K came 
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came up to me, as I was at Work, with fome 
riifordcr in his Countenance ; • lay by that ofeleft 
Taik, laid he, wiUyoo never beared with em- 
broidering ? Why fo, anfwer'd 1 1 Ah t ah I con- 
tinned he, I haye fomething to fay to you, of that 
Confequence, as to deferve all the Attention yon 
are Miitrcfs of. 

« Do you know that for thefe eight Months, fix 
Days,, and font Hotui, I have been in Love witk 
von ? You laugh, but this is not a Trifle to be 
jcfted with. The Dace I a Grrpart in Lovel why 
there never was fuch a thing known in the Family 
before ; the whole Race of us, from Father to 
Son, always married without any fuch thing aa 
Love in the Cafe : I am the firft that ever forfeited 
fo noble a Prerogative. Till now I never looked 
at a Woman but through the wrong End of the 
Perfpe&ive ; the Miracle was referved for you : 
That ever I Jhould be in Love! To fpeak the 
Troth, I could not have believ'd it myfelf, had I 
not been convinced of it by my deeping fo found 
ever £nce I came acquainted with you j before 
chat, I had not time to eat or fleep, being fo taken 
up with getting Money ; at preient 1 eat, fleep, and 
now and then fpend a Penny ; wonderful £ffe&s 
of my Pallion, enough to fplit a Rock ! What ! 
are yon not moved ? Well, to convince you at 
once I'll tell you more > You cannot but know 
that Intereft is all in all ; judge then how much 
you engrofs all my Thoughts, by what I am going 
to relate. The other Day, a Perfon brought me a 
Sum of Money, it was no Sooner counted out, 
but I locked it up in riiy flrong Box; the Man 
who paid the Money, waiting for. an Acquittance : 
No 1 thank you j my Thoughts were fo bufy a* 
bout you, I quite forgot that Piece of Form, as 
well as that I nad received the Money \ at lafl, my 
Detftor whom I was fending away without any 
Acknowledgment, told me he fnppofed I was too 

* bufy 
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* bafy to give him an Acquittance: what Acquit* 
' tance ? replied I ; why a Receipt, continued he t 

* a Receipt ! cried I ; for what ? You are difpofed 

* to 6e merry, Sir,- fays he, I perceive ; iff for the 

* Money — — — • Oh ! right, (aid I, whenever you 
' pay me the nine Thoofand five Hundred Liirres, 

* you (hall have the Discharge : at prefent I have 
« Bufinefs, and you muft leave me: faying thif, I 
« pqt him by the Shoulders out of my Clofet. The 

* poor Fellow, aftonifli'd to fee me in earneft, and 
« believing I intended to cheat him of his Money, 
' bellowM like a fucking Calf; thit odd Behavi- 

* our awak'd me out of my Dream, and after laugh* 

* ing very heartily at my Abfence of Mind, I gave 
< him a Receipt in Form ; and that he might re- 

* member as long as be livqd, that Griper* was in 
« I^ove* I gmcrfluily beftpw'd upon hun a whole 
« Shilling. The Man, waft fy furprifad, that; he never 

* (tajd to thank me*, I warrant you, he thought 
•- himfelf as happy as a Prince. 

* No doubt on't, replied I* with fo confiderablr 
« a Sum ! Yes indeed cpn&taable, added he ; with 
4 Twelve-pence, much may be done. Some of 
4 tbefe Day* 111 give you the Hifiory of my Life » 

* why, with fuch a Sum I made my Fortune. But, 
' let us return to my Love Affair) cjuce take me, 
« that's more to the Purpofe.' 

Monfeur Gripurt, em belli fh'd his Declaration with 
all the Oratory peculiar to a Tinatuer^ much of 
which I can't call to Mind : What I remember is, 
that he, compared me to a large Sum, the employ- 
ing of which waa to be his Property $ and he con- 
cluded with frying, he forefaw the Price would be 
x enhanced upon him, through the Number of Bid- 
der* ; but that he was refolved to carry his Point at 
the Sale, and not be fuch a Tony, as to let the Can* 
die burn out, before he bid hi* faft Price. 

In the mean Time, I learnt that this extraordi- 
nary Lover's Defigns were carrying on with great 

K 2 Ear atfneit ; 
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Earneftnefs : A waiting Woman of Madam deXZ* 
named Cbrifiina, my bofom Friend, overheard fome 
Difcourfe, of which I was the Subject. Monfieur 
& Q argued very ftrongfy in Favour of the 

Match, and his Lady was entirely bent upon it. 

I was no fooner apprifed that the Affair was con- 
eluded upon, but I gave myfelf up to a frightful 
Difquiet. I called to mind the Beginning of that 
Pafiion once fo dear to me ; I run over all that ever 
the Marquefi had faid and vow'd to me. Heavens f 
crfd I to myfelf, is it poffible he mould forget it 
all ; and in fa long a Time, never once to let me 
hear from him f And yet how much did I confide 
b it} Fatal Credulity I Falfe, deceitful Men f A 
Torrent of Tears fucceededj certainly none were 
ever fhed with greater Sincerity. 

One Morning when I was overwhelmed with Re- 
flections of this Nature, Cbrifima came dancing and 
jumping into my Room. * What will yon give me 

* for my good News.' I bad wiped my Eyes, bear- 
ing her come ; but fbe Marks of my Trouble were 
too frefb to be undifcover'd at firft Sight. * What 

* aib yon, faid fhe, very compamonately ? You 

* have been crying, there is ibmething troubles yoo, 

* which is kept a Secret from me. Yoe are very 
' crofs, but I'll come even with you, and wiH know 

* the Bottom of it very fiiortly : At prefent let me 
4 tell you, your Mother is in the Houfe, and is juft 

* now coming up Stairs. 9 

This Piece of New,- fo very unexpected, furprifed 
me much and gave me great Joy. To fee a Mo- 
ther after fo long an Abience, what an endearing 
Comfort ! I flipped on a Gown, and ran to throw 
my ferf into her Arms. I met her, fold my Arms a- 
bout her Neck ; (he embraces me with great Affec- 
tion. ' What a Happinefs J my Sifter accompanied 
her s by Turns, I gave them the mod ardent Marks 
of the Tranfports I felt, and then conduced them 
to my Chamber ; Our Diicourfe at firft, through 

Eagernefs, 
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Eagtrnefs, was too confufed to be underftood By 
Degrees I became, acquainted with our Family Af- 
fair ; my Father was in good Health, and on his 
Way hither : Colin had married my Sifter ont of 
raeer Spite ; I was not a little pleas'd at this News 
for my Sifters Sake ; the young Fellow had very 
good Difpofitians, and wherewithal to make her ve- 
ry eafy in her Circumftances. 

The Steward who always fhew'd me much Re- 
fped, hearing my Parents were come, fent a Break- 
fall to my Chamber 5 I exerted myfelf in doing • the 
Honours of the Houfe, finding an infinate Satis- 
faction in it. My Sifter flared at me with aftonifh* 
roent. '.Look, Madam, faid fhe, (he is no longer 

* our Jenny ; this is a fine Lady. How me is dreft ! 

* what Linnen P I had on a Bed- gown, nothing ex- 
traordinary | yet was much pleas'd with being taken 
notice of: Vanity is always at hand, and for thofe 
who have left their home, there cannot be a greater 
Pleafure than to be feen again by their Friends gen* 
teely drefs'd ; but I intended to furprize them far 
more in my beft Clothes. 

* Do you know, Jenny, faid my Mother after 
« Breakfaft, what has brought me hither: To fee 
'< you married/ That Word made me turn pale. 
To whom ? not to Colin, there I was (afe ; I coald 
think of nobody but Monjieur Gripart. My Mother 
faw the Trouble I was in. * Is it Joy or Grief, 
« that moves you thus, faid (he, you cannot fure 
4 have fo far forgot the Education I gave you, as 

* to fet your Heart upon any one ? No, dear Mo- 

* ther, anfwer'd I in great Confufion; only I did 

* not expect any fuch Tidings/ 

* WeU then, I am the Bearer of them, continued 

* fhe looking pleafantly again ; I mull tell you, 

* that you are extremely happy, after all that has 

* paled, to have fallen into this Lady's Hands f 

* She has left nothing unfaid to your Godmother, 

* in your Praife ; but her laft Letter has crown'd 
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* the Woik. The Cnmit/i fent immediately fa- 
me, and ordered me hither in all hafte, telling 
me that Madam dt G — — — — had provided a 
Huiband for you, who would heap Wealth and 
Honour upon the Family : This is all I know of 

• the Matter.' 

Juft as my Mother had done fpeaking, a Footman 
came to let her know that Madam de G-— muft 
fpeak with her : She went immediately 9 leaving, my 
Sifter with me. 

Her Sentiments in regard to me, were entirely al- 
tered ; her Joy at feeing me again, and the fincere 
Carefles flie beftow'd upon me banifh'd all RefenU 
ment of her former Behaviour : Where there is ft 
Fund of Good-nature, Injuries are eafily forgot. 

I was not yet fufficiently acquainted with her, to* 
make her my Confident : Neverthelefs, as I had f & 
ftrong Inclination to know what had pa/fed in my 
Abfence, I ventured to a/k how the Family did at 
the Cattle I « The Countefs, anfwered (he, is much 
4 the fame ; flie comes very ihortly to Paris with 
4 her Daughter, who has been courted for fomc 
4 time by Monfieur dt J?— f as to the ChevaUitp 

* nobody knows what ia become of him ; he is rare- 

* ly feen, ever fince that Affair : It has made much 

* Noiie,. and is varioufly related* 

• Good God I continued flie, how pleaa'd was h 

* to hear you was (b. well placed ! You acted in 
' the diicreeteft Manner poffible, not to return with 

* Colin. Lord I how would you have been point- 
' ed at in the Village ! To this Hour, fcarce four 

* Words are fpoke ia which your Name is not men? 
4 tioned. 

' Dear Sifter !: cried I, tell me on what Grounds 

* I am thus cenfnred, and then I wiH fatisfy you 

* how far they are juft. You cannot be ignorant; 
' replied me, what one muft expect in all fuch little 
4 Places ; every Trifle is magnified into an Affair 
f of Conference: Neighbours are always upon the 

! W*»V 
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' Watch at to what paflcs in the nextfloufe, fo 
9 that nothing efcapes unobferved ; and if the true 

* Motive 11 not difcover'd, a much worfe 11 invent* 
5 ed : The Report if, that the Marquefi, Mademsi- 
9 felle du Pare and yon, had laid a Oefign for your 

* being carried off: They add, that Monfieur U 

* CbevaHer being likewife in Love with you, guided 
9 by Jeafoufy, difcover'd the Plot. Yon are blamed 
9 for being the Occafion of the Duel your two Ad- 
9 mireri fought, by giving them both Encourage- 
9 ment at the fame Time. All which was the more 
9 readily believed, becaufe MademoiftUe f Elbitux 
9 was heard to fay that your Coquettry with the 
9 Men was to her infupportaWe. 

' However thefe Surmifes, through my Mother'* 
9 ufual Difcretion, began to lofe Ground : The In- 
9 quifitivc were put on a wrong Scent, by her giving 
9 out you was gone to one of our Aunts. This 
9 found Credit: But Colin coming home frighten 'd 
9 out of his Witt and foundly threflfd, fpoild all 
9 again, by the Account he gave of his meeting 
9 with you ; he told every one how much he had 
9 endeavoor'd to bring you home, without being 

* able to prevail ; that your Head was certainly 
turned, by liftening to the nonfeniical Difcourfe 
of the fine Gentlemen ; that neverthelefs he had 

* compafsM his Defign, if the Marque/is coifed 

* Valet i$ CbamBre had not interpofed ; that the 

• Fellow mull certainly deal with the Devil, becaufe* 
9 notwithstanding Colin** Gun, and his Companion 
9 Cbriftopber\ Cudgel, they were both handled very 

• roughly. 

9 He was fo enraged in- fine, that he talk'd more 
9 againft you than any one, and faid he did not 
9 doubt but the Marqutfs had you in Come Houfe in 
9 the Neighbourhood* 

9 The fame Day that Colin came with this Story, 
' the Chevalier arrived ; when he was informed of 

\ what had: palled; he called fbr &titt % and wai tout 
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up with him a considerable Time. We faw him 
go away foaming like a Madman ; {wearing he 
would take up Colin* Quarrel, and teach Dubai* 
to abufe his Tenants, 

* As for the Marguefs, he fent conftantly twice 
a Week during your Abfence, to know if yon had 
been found. As foon as he was able tor go abroad, 
the Charuelier difappear'd ; which gave room to- 
a great deal of Talk. For fome Time it has not 
been known what is become of him. 
' Notwithftanding thefe Reports, you are ftill be- 
loved by every one, except Mademoifelk <T Elbieux t 
who lets flip no Opportunity of falling upon yoq* 
As foon as (he heard where you were, fhe told 
feveral they muil expect to hear very fhortly of 
fome new Adventure; that you are a fly Baggage, 
and are not at Paris for nothing, as (he has good 
reafon to fufoeft. 

' Good God! cried I, what have I done to de- 
ferve her hated in this Manner ? We know welt 
enough, continued my Sifter : She is fecretly ip 
Love with the Marque/}, and he is as indifferent 
on his Side, having no great Opinion of her Beau- 
ty. She has difcover'd that it*s owing to yon 
To me f fhe is much in the Wrong, replied f, 
overjoy 'd to put my Siller on the Subject : I never 
could perceive there was any Ground to think the 
Marguefs fo fond of me as People imagine. Front 
the" Time I left the Caftle, I have not fo much a* 
heard him mentioned. Had he been fo indifferent, 
replied my Sifter very flily, he would fcarce have 
fent fo often to enquire after you. But he loft hia> 
Labour; for the Countefe exprefly charged us, not 
to give him any Account of you. Whether he 
was acquainted with this Order of hers, I cannot 
fay ; but we have never heard any more of him 
fince : It was faid indeed at the Caftle, that he 
retired into another Country, I p!on't know the 
I Name of it ; thtf his Father had ejideavQui'd by 
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all poffible Means to bring him to Court again, 

* bat without Succefs ; and that hit Phyficians, bj 

* his own Directions, had advifed the Country Air, 

* that he might avoid any further Importunities on 
« that Subjecl. 

This Account revived all my tender Sentiments 
for the Marquefs : A deep Sigh forced it's Way. 

* Ah ! Jenny, I plainly fee you are in Love with the 

* Marquefs , faid my Sifter ; 1 cannot blame you ; 

* his Merit deferves no lefa : But, have a Care how 

* you indulge your Paflion ; the Settlement now pro* 

* pofed will be in danger of mifcarryisg. Look to 

* it * you cannot but lee the Inequality between the 

* Marquefs and yourfelf ; on the other Hand you are 

* on the Point of being married very advantageoufiy, 

* unlefs your Indifcretion in favour of the Marquefs, 

* overturns the whole Affair. I thank you, replied 
' I, for this good Advice, dictated by a friendly 
4 Heart; I ihall endeavour to put it in practice and 
4 make a Sacrifice of myfelf.' This was follow'd 
by a To&Wt of Tears, which moved my Sifter very 
mneffi* * Here, fays me, I cannot bear to fee you 
' in Trouble; I deferred telling you I had a Letter, 
' which, notwithstanding the ftricl injunctions to 

* the contrary, I (hall venture to give you. Make. 
c yourfelf eafy then; Madermnfelle du Part put it in- 
' to my Hand the Night before we came from 
1 home : fhe is ftill fond of you, and, if I am not 

* much miftaken, has fent very acceptable Tidings*. 
' Dubois often fees her, as I have difcover'd, though 
' it is very privately. You'll pardon my Referved- 

* nefs, Jemy 9 when you reflect on thefe Reafom 
« and the Hazard I am expoied to in the Affair. 

I open'd the Letter with great Precipitation : the 
Addrefs was in a Woman's Hand ; bat, agreeable 
Surprize f within I difcovcr'diheMtfr^Ts. Writing. 
I MuftVd and trembled white I read a* follows. 

' k * : 
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TX/'Hete are you f my chanting Jenny ? Witt this 
Mori of my tender Love and Fidelity ever 
come to your Hands? Heavens! vtbat Anguijh and 
Torture do 1 not fuffer from the cruel Uncertainty of 
your Situation ! Death it/eif cannot he compared with 
it t What has hef alien you f Where are you f I 
'would have gone to the /artheft Corner of the Earth, 
on the leafl Profpefi of fading you ; but fomething - 
telle me 1 am not far from you. Still 1 live in 
Hopes of a favourable Hour : It mud not be long in 
coming* my Patience is at an End. I conjure you by 
aU thai. is dear, if this comes fafe, to let me hear from 
you. Nothing elfe can poffibly fatve a Life long Jmce 
devoted to you aJon*\ : 

» 

. The Majk^jjbss of. L. V. 

I had {carcej Tim* to rejtf^J,&tfcx : Whonay 
Sifter, who food upon the Watch ti$aine running to 
tell ante me heard fomehody on the Stair*. I put up 
ibis Letter very haftiiy, and being fen* for by the 
Lady, I went with a heavy Heart, foreboding tie ill 
Kews I expe&ed to hear. 

« I am overjoy 'd, Jeeny 9 (aid the Lady as foon at 
« uYa faw me, theft I have k in my Power to make 
4 yon amends for what, throng* a Principle of Vir- 
' tee, yea heretofore declined. The Proof you then 
« gave me of yonr IMfcretson, m nor forgot; and front 

* that time, Monfieur at G > ■ and I, were deter- 

* min'd on making yonr Fortune. A Match is agreed 
« on for yoav the Articles are drawn, and' I fent for 

* yonr Parents to rejoice with you on this Oocafion. m 

* Moujmur Gripart is the Pegfon deign'd for you : * 

* His Riches are very confiderable, and are like to 

* encreafe ; he is much in Love with you and will 

' make - 
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make you happy, lie has already (tilled twenty 
thoufand Crowns upon you. Is not this a convinc- 
ing Proof, that Heaven (boner or later rewaruu 
thofe, wko waik in the narrow Paths of Virtne. 
* You make me no Anfwer, Jtntty? That BluJh. 
becomes you, and is a Mark or your Modefty. 
Very tree, replied my Mother ; but that ought not 
to hinder her from throwing hetftlf at yonr Feet, 
Madam, and thanking yon, with the moft profound 
Acknowledgments lor all your Pevoum.' I did (b 
mmediately kifing her Hand. « RMe my dear, Add 
!he taking me in her Arms 5 I look npon you as my 
own, and will be at the £xpeace of the Wedding, 
which (hall be at our Country Seat. -My Hatband 
is there already ; his Prefent confifts of fbme thing* 
yon have teen before. A* for Migtmtm (meaning 
her own Daughter) to whom you are very dear, 
as fee has not much to give, inMs npon your ac- 
cepting of her Pearl Necklace/ My Mother, 
charmM with Atch Marks of Airo&ion, was at a lofe 
how to exprefs her Gratitude. Juft at that IaJftant, 
the Lady was informed that Company was coming 
in. We 'retired to my Chamber, whither we were 
followed by feveral of the oWvmats, to congratulate 
with us upon the good News, I having gafn'd their 
Aite&ions by my affable ilehavioar. 

The Day following my Father came : Snch an 
Alteration in his Daughter was a great Surprise to 
him ; my Sifter told me he even cried for Joy. 

The Taefday following, to which there were but 
three Days, was appointed for the Wedding. It 
was not poffible for me to prevent it : What Reafou 
could I aliedge eganrfi it r A Marriage that grats£ed 
the Ambition and compleated the Happinefs of otfr 
Family ; I heard nothing eife*tatk'd of : it was only 
at Night J had an Opportunity to vent my Sighs 
and bewail my Condition. 

At la& the teal Hour came ; on the Day before 
M*nfi*ur Gripart fent me Jewels to the Value of 

twenty 
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twenty-Thoufand Livers. The fame Day we had 
repair'd to the Caftle of C— — — the Place appoint- 
ed for our Nuptials. The News was fpread in the 
Neighbourhood, and drew a great Coacourfe of 
People from all Parts. 

The Morning following I was called up at four, 
to be led, a melancholy Vi&im, to the Altar. They 
did me the Honour, it's true, to attribute my Un- 
eafinefs to the Fear and Apprehenfion, ufual with 
young Women at the Approach of Marriage : alas ! 
my Thoughts were far otherwife employed ( 

Two Days before this, I had ftruggled very hard 
.between the Suggeftions of Love and Decency. Love 
prompted me to acquaint the Marquefs with the in- 
tended Efpoufals ; I knew how to dire ft to him, the 
thing was feafible. If he really loves me in the man- 
.ner he expreffes, thought I, and has tbofe honourable 
Defigns he feems to hint, it would be no difficult 
.Matter for him to break off this fatal Match ; or, 
ihould his Intentions be of a different kind, my new 
Engagement would be attended with lei's regret On 
the other Hand, Decency difclaim'd any fuch Con* 
dud, too forward to become a young Woman well - 
educated : it was running after a Hufband. What 
aDifgrace, methought, i? I mould a& thus, and he 
be backward on his part f I mould fink under fuch 
a Load of Afflidion No fooner did I refolve one 
Way, but immediately I found myfelf inclined to 
the other. Frightful is fuch a wavering Situation, 
and much I pity thofe who are fo unfortunate as to 
lie under a Perplexity, without being able to come 
to a Determination ? 

Neverthelefs, they led me to Church; Mafs being 
over, the ufual Exhortation was made; the Ceremony 
was already begun, Monjuur Gripart had even pro- 
nounced the fatal 1 will. When, the Prieft turning 
to me for my Confent, a Voice was heard from the 
Bottom of the Church, crying out. Hold, hold. 

The 


fht FortwMtt Country Maii. «*> 

The Curate wit at a Sand; every erne leok'd back* 
A young Woman made her Way thro' the Croud, 
and coming op to the Altar, defend to fpeak with 
the Prieft » private. He took her into the Vetry, 
together with Madam A G— , aad M. Grfyart, I 
remain'd in my Place, aftoanVd and unable 10 di- 
vine the Occasion of foch an Accideat. 

la the mean time the People, surprised at what 
had happeo'd, crowded to the Altar. Their eagtt 
aad corioot Eyes were fix'd oa me. Some laid WO 
Bride was very bandfome, aad worthy of her good 
Fortune; others faid, it was pity any thing fltoold 
thwart it; a Countryman cried, metr m*h?d 9 JkVB grt 
*Hmjbandf*r ail tins. 

At laft the Veftry Door opened : one of the Church* 
Wardens came to call me; I was no fooner cater'd 
bat the Door was (hot again. 
- * Yoor Wedding, Jt**y t is put off for the pre- 
lent, faid Madam de G , till inch time as 

M. Grifan removes a Difficulty made by a Wo- 
man, to whom, it feems, he formerly promised 
r Marriage. She lives in the Neighbourhood, and 
hearing he was on the Point of efpoafing you, 
has pot in her Claim hv this Perfon. Twas (ome- 
thing late, indeed, and might have been flighted, 
but it is better to wait till the Parties have cote- 
promised the Matter. i 

« I am extremely affii&ed, Mifs, at what has 
happen v d, laid M. Grifart : Youth has its Follic*. 
I had entirely forgot this Promife ; but this Delay 
will only make Hirer Work on't, as I am certain 
the Perfon in Quezon, will hear Kea&n. Nd 
doubt of it, replied the young Woman, who had 
interrupted oar Nuptials, (he only infills upon 
your marrying her, or nobody. That's a little 
hard, anfwer'd M . Grifart ; but this is not a Place 
to argue in, you (hall go with me in my Coach to 
her. He prefented her his Hand, and, making n 
low Bow; retired. 
Vol.. I. N°. + L We 
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We rettfrn'd to the Cattle ; my Father and Mo* 
ther very much down in the Mouth. But my 
Concern was to hide my Joy, which, feem'd I 
knew sot why, to promife a Deliverance from 
what I fo much dreaded. But this did not lift long; 
M. Gripatt returned the next Morning very gay ; he 
had removed the Obftacle, notwithftanding hii Ava- 
rice, which was fore'd to give Way on this Occa- 
sion ; Money carries all before it. My Apprehen* 
lions return'd, my Father and Mother were as much 
elated. The Day was once more fije'd for the 
Wedding, and nothing remain'd that could pofltble 
be any hindrance. 

The Evening before we were to be certainly mar- 
red, we took the Air on a high Terras ; it look'd 
upon a Meadow, at the End of which, about forty 
Paces diftant, was the great Road : The Company 
talked on feveral diverting Subjects. M Gripatt 
addrefled me with his tedious Courtihip, as I was 
leaning in a melancholy Pofture on the Ballift>r of" 
the Terras, . amufing myfelf with v the different Ob- 
jects that prefented themfelves. Several Horfes, 
follow'd by a Pack of Hounds, palled leafurely 
alone the #qad. This Sight reminded me of what 
had happened in the Foreft of FontainbUau % the dear 
Moment that, brought me firft acquainted with the 
Marqut/s : My Byes dwelt with Pleafure on the 
Pjplpec\ ,1 feemed jo divine all that was to befal 

me. . \ ? 

, A fingle Perfpn, drefs'd in Green, trimm'd with 
Gold* came very gently crofs the Meadow, in a 
bye Path at the Foot of tfie Terras ; the Horie, at 
th^ Reins .Jay upon his Neck, taking Advantage of 
hi§^ Ridfr's profound Contemplation, frequently 
ftopp'd to graze. The Gentleman, by his folded 
Arms and H^ad hanging <dowji, feem'd.io medi* 
tate on Come important Affair. 

A Situation {6 exactly refembling my own, 
made me confider him very attentively ; My Heart 

tega* 
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began to beat? in viewing his Features as he drew 
nearer, methooght f knew him. Alas ? it was the 
Mmquifs himfelf: His Image was too deeply en* 
graved to be miftaken. As he patted by the flat* 
lifter where 1 flood, he look'd up and put off his 
Hat : This gave me a full view of him ; I was 
no longer myfelf, bat fhriek'd oat, being fuddenly 
taken ill. 

Every one ran to my- Anlftance: as I did not 
faint away, my Eyes were never off the dear Ob- 
ject that caufed my tender Emotion. The Marqtufs 
had ftopp'd, hearing me cry out, and looking very 
carneftly, < Good God f he cried, 'tis me.' Say- 
ing this, he clapt Spurs to his Horfe, and was oat 
of Sight in a Moment. 

The Company was too bufy about me to ob« 
ferve what patTed. M. Grifart and my Father led 
me to a Room, and laid me upon a Couch. 
- As my Surprize was the Effed of Joy, it wis 
not attended with any ill Coniequence : I pre- 
fently recovered, and felt an unufual Tranquillity. 

MaJamt dt G had enquired, when the Mmrqutfs 

patted by, if any one knew that Nobleman j for 
fuch he appear 'd to be, by his numerous Retinue : 
My Father's Common.fenie convinced' him at once 
he ought to hold his Tongue on this Occasion : But 
my Mother; either through Vanity, or an Itch of 
talking was not fo Difcreet. < Yes indeed, we 

* know him well enough, flie cried ; it's the Mar- 

* qtufs of L. F. who brought our Bride the GratiJU 

* cation fo much talk'd of. O ho! replied the 

* Lady $ if that be the Cafe, our Wedding is like 
' to meet with another Rub : I thought oar Damfel 

* did not change Colour for nothing. Cotour me 

* no Colours, cried my Father in a Pet, the Marri- 
f age (ball go on : I'll be bound, Madam, for the 
•Performance. If it mifcarries, the Fault ^ail 
' not be on her Side. The Mmrqutf* is no Hufband 

* lor her, 1 am mightily pleafed, replied jimiem* 

La J* 
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* dt G , with what you fay ; but I am at ji LoA 

* how to behave in cafe he cones here : However, 

* it it very wtWM. Grifurt did not perceive what 

* happen'd : Let every one be upon their Guard, 

* and not take any Notice of it, when he is pre-. 

* lent.' 1 heard all this from the next Room. 

It was not long before the Lady was inform 'd that 
ji Gentleman- delred to fpeak with her : I eaiily 

Bds'd who, and from thence was mnch disturbed : 
y Father and Mother immediately obferved my 
Looks, which were prefently «Vd on the Ground. 
M. Gripart coming in at the Delivery of the Mcf- 
iage, cried out, ' >e is welcome, and muft honour 

* us with his Company at Supper.* 

After a Quarter of an Hoar's private Difcourfe 
wkh the Marfut/s, Madmr* dt G— — fent for me. 
I enter'd the Room in a kind of Agony :' * Come 
hither, my dear Child, faid fee, employ the Sway 
you have over this Nobleman, to aflert your owa 
Right and the Fortune offcr'd to you : He oppose* 
your Marriage, and protefts he'll leave nothing 
undone that may prevent it.' The Marfrntft waa 
on his Knees before Mtukm dt G ■ ■ $ but leaving 
her, he addreis'd himfelf to me in the fame Pofture : 
Ah ! J turn, have I deferred, fays he, to be made 
the moft forlorn of Mankind V 
Hotv powerful is a Lover in fuck a fubmiffive Pof- 
ture. r I aflfd him, with Tears in my Eyes, * what 
can you expedt I fliould do f 1, that am not my 
own Miftrefs. In the Name of Goodnefs, leave 
me, I faid; begone;, don't overwhelm a virtuous 
Difpofition, too much ihaken by your Prefence — 
Muft 1 gtf! replied he: Ah f Mifc, is this the 
Reception you afford a Perfim who adores you, 
and that too after fa long an Abfence I One, who 
lives but for you, from the &rik Moment he faw 
your Face. Does your good Fortune damde you, 
ungenerous as you are, and prevail upon yon thus 
le iacrince me I I have wrote twenty Letters to 

9 youj 
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« yon ; and what Anfwert have I received f What 
4 a one was it you fent me bat Yefterday f that 

• I (hould trouble yon no more j that yoo never 
« loved me ; and, at a Proof of it, would 'accept 
« of the firft Match that wat propofed ; that I mould 
9 never know your Abode, till you wat iecure in 
' the Arms of a Hatband — — Ah f hold, Sir, I 

• cried, I don't deferve any fech Reproach : I rie- 

• ver wrote to you— —You never wrote to me ? 
' Cruel Creature I I am not to be believed then 
« without a Proof of what I fay > Heavens ? this 
« is a new Infult i cart you think me capable of be- 
4 ing an Impoftor ? But I muft prove my Words j 

• this Letter,* continued he pulling one out, ' will 
4 juftify me. Is this the Effay you make, after 

• learning to write,' looking upon the Paper, what 
Jbottld I difcover but MrtemnfiUet Elbieux\ Hand I 
Mmdam dt G came to look upon it, and 
knowing her Writing, * allured him of the Truth. 

Ah? Madam, faid he, you reftore me to Life ! 
Charming Jenny, complcat what this Lady has be- 
gun, by pro mi ring me not to marry your new 
Admirer. As if that, cried I, interrupting him, 
depended on me I Is it not to you I owe all 
my Algiftton f Am I to withftand a Father and 
a Mother I muft I fritftrare the good Intentions 
of this Lady ? Heaven knows, how little eithfer 
Atfe&ion or Inteteft influences me, in going to 
the Altar. Then you will go, replied the AfoK 
quif$ in a melancholy Voice ? You are willing 
to compieat your Nuptials and end my Life in 
the fame Iniant ?' God fovbid I cried L redo a - 
bling my Tears j ' It's too dear, Heaven** my Wit- 
nets. Alas I I love you but too well to enjoy 
any Peace 0/ Mind; neverthelefs, how can I decline 
this Match r What Reilons would you have me 
give for difobeying my Parents? Your Love for 
mev my Charmer, aafwer'd the Ma quefi • Ah*! 
were fech a Declaration j«flicieftt» replied If with 

La ! how 
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' how ttHKh pleafuie eouM I make it. Tis enough* 

* 'tis enough, my charming 7**wjj, cried the jl£r« 
4 fmsfi. Pardon, Madam, my Tranfpocts j year 

* Countenance tells sue, mv Situation moves yon 
' *e Companion: I have already acquainted von 

* with the Ftwhy of my Intentions ; do you believe 

* me, and will yon perform yoor Promife I Speak r 

* yon fee thai lovely Creature does nor sHfown Iter 

* Pafton: Anfwer me,* cried he, throwing himfelf 
•gam at her Feet ■ ' Heaven ! Jhe ncfitates : 

* what am. I to cxpeft! Will nothing left than the 

* left drop of my Blood prevail upon you ? 

* How much yon perplex me, my Lord f * an* 

fwer'd Madman d* G after fome Paufe. ' By 

what Means can an Affair, fo far advanced, be 
broke off? It** true, M. Griper* is yoor inferior 
in point of Birth, neverthelcfs he is a Perfon of 
feme Diftin&ioa ki the World. He is oar friend j, 
what Colour then can we give to our Refaiai ? On 
the other Side, Jtutq is trnly dear to me. A 
thoofand things occur at once. Your Honour,, 
nothing, can farpafa, I believe : Your Word, in- 
violable, without doubt : Nevertheleis, yon mil 
own, my Lord Morquefi % that your Father can ne- 
ver be brought to approve of (o unequal a Match : 
he has already explain *d himfelf on that Subject* 
and would never forgive nfe, did he fu(pe& me 
capable of giving the lcaft Encouragement in an 
Affair of this Nature. The moft l can pofibly 
do, is to fulfil the Promife, my CempeJbon ex* 
sorted in your Behalf: I'll find meant of defer* 
ing this Wedding eight Days longer, during which 
time do yon .endeavour to break it ©6* without 
drawing any fufpicion on Jt*y* Saving this (he 

left the Seem,. I was about to fellow, but the Mar- 

fwrjs Aopp'd me. 
4 Stay one Moment/ ***& ne with a toi-rowfe* 

disVa&ed Air, ' nnlefs yon will see me dead at 

1 your Fuct 1 Can yon abandon An tun* to def. 
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pair? Good God!' replied I, terriicd at feeing 
aim in tail Condition, * what caa I do ? What 
anfwer woold you have me make 10 the Reafona 
you joi now heard ailcd«ed ? That you flight 
thean all for my Jake, faid he, and declare again!! 
this dctefted Match. How f continued 1, would 
you bring my Character ia Qoeffion with Per. 
foos to whbm I am ib-much obliged. Far from 
it, cried he, your Reputation it dearer to me than 
Lifeitfelf 1 I would not, for the World, be the 
Occafion of your Ruin. I am ready to marry you 
myfelf; receive my plighted Troth, my folema 
Vows ; I call Heaven to Witneft, I will marry 
none but you ! This has all along been my De- 
figs, and I only waited a favourable Opportunity 
to convince you of it. 1 have a Father, it's truei 
but if .you will content to make me fo happy* wo 
may be cafily married without hie knowing of' 
it : He is advanced in Years, and cannot live 
long ; though God forbid, I fhould defire hit Death 1 
I woold iooner die myfelf. I am even unwil* 
ling to give him the leaft Uneafinefs, and for that 
Reafoft propofe being married privately*' if you 
love me I do love you, cried I alaaf beyond 
what can be exprencd. But, my Lord, Til ne- 
ver content to fuch a Marriage to gain the 
World. I love you, again I repeat it| do you 
aft a Proof? Til dtfbbcy my Parents, if it's no- 
ceflaryi yes,' continued I, redoubling my 
Tears ; * 111 fet every one againft me, but, that 
19 all yon muft expect. What f cried the JWWr- 
quifi with great Bmotion, will you refufe me* 
do you fui]pe& my Protestations, caa you think 
me fo perfidious a Villain ? No, no, ' replied 
I, interrupting him, < I have an entire Confi- 
dence in you, and am fully convinced what 
honourable Sentiments you are pleafed to enter- 
tain ia my Regard, and by conquering the Weak* 

^nefiea* 
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nefies my Paffion infpires me with, will, in fane 

* meafure, defcrve them. My. Honour is all I pof- 

* fefs : In the Name of Geodneft , do not feck it's 

* Ruin, nor tarnilh it by foch Propofals ' I had no 
(boner bid thit, but I ran away as faft as poJfi* 
Me. Mudmme de G » ■ , who had over-heard us, 

* ftopp'd me: ( come into this Room, fays ihe, 
' I have fomcthing of the grcateft Coniequervce to 
4 impart to you •.* (he lock'd the Door upon as ; 
and making me fit down, fpokc in the following 
Manner. 


FAXT 
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PART III. 


I Shall never forget the Proofs, joy have, in my 
hearing,, joft now given of yoar Discretion, 
continued Madame de G ■■ ■ ■ ■ ; when we have 
more ieifure, I Jhall exprefs my Satisfaction 1 in the 
mean Time, let me exhort yon never to fwerve 
from fo fair a Path. Whilft my Ear, attentive to 
your tender Conversation, enjoyed the Pkafurc of 
a Scene, wherein Virtue triumphed over Love 1 my 
Eyes, fix'd on the Park, were (truck with the Sight 
of several People in Motion : Aftonifli'd to Tee 
Strange™ pamng backward and forward* I 
placed myfelf at the Window, fo as not to be 
teen ; judge of my Surprize, when I obicrvM among 
five or fix Horfemen, a Livery belonging to one, 
whole Name will make you tremble : a Park* 
keeper led the Way, and open'd them a Boor into 
the Green- Hnt/e. After this he difoonrs'd awhile 
with a Perfon in laced Cloaths ; I tremble to think 
it muft be the Cbeumlier £ Elbieux ; that Wretch 
has certainly got intelligence where you are, and 
hurried on by his brutal Appetites, has fome wick- 
ed Defign— — Ah ! Madam, cried I trembling, I 
am ruin'd unlefs you ftand my Friend ! your Con- 
jcclures are but too well grounded : What you fay, 
reminds me of fomething that gave me ho (mail un- 
eafinefs. it was with Difficulty I put it out of my 
Head; only laft Night, Madam, continued I as 
well as Fear would let me j I heard a Noife at my 
Door; I waked your Chambermaid but was obli- 
ged to fpeak pretty loud firft. Upon this a Voice 

which I am fare I have heard before, said, #V 
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mufi retire. I was terrified and crept dofc to 
lfabel, but (he only laugh'd at my Apprehenfion, 
faying it was only Tome of the Servants who had 
been at the Aleboufe whilft the Family was in 
Bed, and hearing me fpeak, were afraid of being 
difcover'd. But for all the could fay, I remained 
very much frighten'd, ftill fancying I heard the fame 
Noife. I eafily imagine, replied Madame de G ■ ■ 
who heard me with great Attention, that there 
might have been over Night a Defign of carrying 
yon off; bat the great Company at Supper, and who 
ftaid very late, might oblige them to defer it : This 
is a troublefome Affair, and I am at a Loft how 
to difappoint their Enterprise ; it's well the Mar- 
fuefs is ltill here ; he is folly fufEcient to curb their 
intolence, .and his Iutereft in the Affair will not 
fairer him to ftand neuter — — - Good God, Madam, 
cried I, take Care ; he moil not know that the 
Cbavelier is here, if it be he j be pleafed to re* 
colled what has already pafa'd between thofe two 
Rivals, and the dire Refentment they bear to each 
other—Heavens ! what have I done to deferve fo 
much Cruelty at your Hands I This Exclamation 
was attended with a Flood of Tears: But, continued 
I, alartn'd at the Danger which furrounded me, 
would it not be bed for me to make my Efcapc, 
-whilfl it is practicable? Good God ! whither would 
you go, my dear Child, my dear Child, cried Ma* 
dame de G , interrupting me ? Befides you .can* 
not imagine but we are obferved : Neverthelcft, 
I mud approve of your Propofal, as it is the only 
Expedient for preventing the intended Mifchief ; aa 
for this Viiliage, it's not only inconsiderable, but 
cannot afford one Man who will face any of the People 
I have feen. It's true, now I think on't, there is a 
Place of Security not far off, where yon would be 
welcome ; but befides the Cbevakert Spies, I ap- 
prehend the Marfuefi himfelf will oppofe the Exe- 
cution of futh a Defign j he is far from being fatis- 

fied 
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fied in the Situation, wherein you left Jiim ; he 
mail fee and talk farther with yon ; Lovers never 
think the/ have ever faid all : and as if thefe Ob- 
fiaclesivere not enough, M. Grfyart, my Huiband, 
your Relations are all waiting for «s. That figni- 
fies nothing, Madam, cried I, tell me but the Place, 
where yon fay I ihall be fafe from thefe Purfaits, 
1*11 ran any hazard to reach it. The Abbtfs of a 
Monaiery about two Leagues from hence, replied 
Madam de G — , is my particular Friend, and 
- owes her Fortune to me. bear Madam, cried I, 
kiffing her Hands, order- fomebody to conduit me 
thither ; every Moment is precious, J tremble * do 
yon acquaint M. de G what has happened, 

whilft 1 join the Company, and put the beft Face 
I can on the Matter. When you have contrived 
the Means for my Efcape, upon the leaft If em, I'll 
flip away, or feign an Indifpofition, which will not 
be fufpefted after my fainting Fit ; they will ima- 
gine I am in my Chamber and confequently make 
no inquiry , as for the reft, I have been ufed to rid- 
ing, and if a Horfe be provided at the End of the 
Village, I (hall eafily join the Perfon you appoint 
for my Guide., Ah I Jenny, Jenny t cryed Madam 
dt G ■ ■■ ■, taking me in her Arms, how ingenious 
is a virtuous Mind ; your Scheme is perfectly well 
concerted and will, i hope, fucceed ; depend upon 
it, you will always find a Mother in me, your Vir- 
tue M once charms and i nterefts me in your Behalf. 
Indeed, Madam, replied I with Tears in my Eyes, 
I will fooner forfeit my Life, than my Reputation ; 
but alas 1 I am going to loic you, added I, crying 
very heartily. No, no, Jemny^ replied Madam* de 
G— , I ihall ever be a tender Parent to you, I'll 
come to fee you, and when Things are fettled will 
bring you back, dry up your Tears and let us not 
lofe one Moment. 

Madam de G ■■■ .. embraced me and we were on 
the Point of leaving the Room, when the Door was 

thrown 
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thrown, open on a fodden ; it was the Marpttfs : he 
fattened the Door after him, looking upon ut with 
Diftrattion in hit Eyes. I have heard all that 
paficd, Madam, cried he, addrcurog himfelf to the 
Lady ; there is a Dcfign to rob me of Jany, but 
you mull take my Life nrft ; alas I what have 1 done 
to deferve fuch Treatment ! Heavens I cannot my 
wretched Condition move your P\ty f faying this 
he threw himfelf at the Lady** Feet, and took me 
by the Hand, alluring as both, that I fhould not go 
away, let what would happen ; and" that if we did 
not- immediately jpromife as much, he would lay 
himfelf dead at our Feet. 

The Apprehenfion for my Lover's Life, the Dan« 
ger he would be expos'd to, in meeting with the 
CktwUitr, who might every Moment iurprife ns and 
open a tragical Scene, cmbolden'd me to ad in a 
manner far different from my Inclinations and ufual 
Behaviour. Rife, my Lord, faid I, looking fted- 
faftly on him, with a diffembied Anger, and if yon 
really love me— If I love von r ungrateful Crea* 
turef replied the forrowful marquefs; is this the firft 
Time ? how well convinced ought you to be ? what 
I have fufferM— I afk it as a Favour, continued 
I in the fame Tone, that yon would hear me with* 
out Interruption, and, fince I may depend on your 
AfFe&ion for apun&ual Compliance with what I am 
going to propofe, I lhall look upon fuch a Defer- 
ence as a convincing Proof of what yon have fo of- 
ten vow'd ; otherwife, you mail expeft no Return 
from me ; call Reafon to your AJfiftanct, without 
it, Love is but Folly. I fhould be unworthy of the 
Reward you exprefs for me, and what yon fcem to 
propofe, did I blindly follow the Didates of year 
Pauion ; fooner or later, yon would be the Firft in 
making me repent my Weaknefs : The Intentions 
you have declared in this Lady's Pretence* leave me 
no room to doubt of your Eflseem, the greatnefs of 
which Honour I am folly icnfiUe of * bat the more 
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jfOo debafe yourfelf in. my Behalf, the more J ought 
to rife above myfelf : She is no longer Jmry the 
Country Lafs, who fpeaks to you, but a Perfbn* 
infpired by the Honours this Lady has centered up- 
on her, and elevated far above her Birth ; who re- 
ferves herfelf for you by fuch Methods, as you will 
one Day approve of, and who, through a Difin* 
tereftednefs not very common, Sacrifices to you a 
prefent Eitabliftiment, for an uncertain one to come) 
for who can allure me that you wiljknot -change 
your Mind hereafter in regard of one who has no* 
thing but her Virtue to ball a nee the Wretchednefs 
of her Birth. I am engaged to M. Gripart, and to- 
morrow I mull receive him for a Huiband ; a Mo« 
nailery is the only Means left me, to ward off the 
Blow you dread fo much, and to prove how entirely 
I am yours. *• Would you therefore by an unfeafon* 
able Qppofition, c jmpleat a Marriage, which muft 
feparate us for ever ? The Cloy Iter will be an ho- 
nourable Pretext, and, by declaring a Vocation of 
a long Standing to it, I may with Credit break 
through the Engagements I am under : Can you be 
fo unreafonable as to oppofe a Project, entirely 
Jbrm'd to oblige you alone J This, my Lord, is 
what 1 had to fay. I lhall argue no longer : But I 
folemnly declare, continued I in a very poffitive 
Manner, if you will not agree to fuch proper Me- 
thods, and retire from hence this very Moment, I 
am refolved to marry M. Grsfart, and never fee 
your Face more. 

Saying this, I turn'd my Head afide lea ft my Tears 
feould betray me. The Marquefs rofe quite alto* 
aimed, feiz'd ray Hand and bath'd it with his Tears. 
How dangerous is a Man belov'd, when he appears 
in fuch an Attitude! A virtuous young Woman 
fhould never look on fuch a Spectacle ; and it was 
happy for me, that fo refpected a Perfon as Madam 
it G— was prefent ; otherwife, my Heart would 
' have foon recalled what my Virtue had advanced. 
On fuch Occasions, flight is our compleat Victory : 
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I forced my Way, and (hut myfclf into a Ctofcfc* :. 
The Lady at lad appeas'd the Marfttifi ; promifing 
to fend him an Account of me, and bchav'd fo well 
to him, that after exprcfling himfelf in the moft af- 
fectionate Terms in my regard he rctir'd. My Heart 
yas attentive to all he faid and fharM his Tranfports^ 
Ah Love J if thou doft afford fome Sweets, thy 
Fains are cruel ! My Lover was no fooner gone, 
but all my Refolution vanifh'd : I run over every 
Syllable he had utter'd, and the Wcaknefs I am go- 
ing to acknowledge, is at leaft a Ballance to the 
lofty Airs I had juft now affumed 5 I have my Choice, 
whether to divulge it or not, for no one can contra- 
dict me as to what pafles in my own Breaft ; hither* 
to I have cooceal'd it, but in entering upon thefe 
Memoirs I profefs'd Sincerity, and am refolv'd to 
keep my Word ; befides it may perhaps be of fome 
fervice to young Perfons of my own Sex, for whofe 
Benefit I write thefe Memoirs, to be let into the 
Methods, I was fo fortunate as to put in Pra&ice 
for curbing the Vivacjty of Inclination ; a Rock, 
on which they are frequently caft away, and which 
cannot be avoided, uulefs, not only furc Guides in 
the Paths of Virtue be confuhcd, but all Occafiom 
are carefully fliun'd, of calling to Mind fuch delud- • 
ing Ideas. Excufe the Digreffion ; thofe who think 
it tedious, would do well to feip it,- the Book will 
be the fooner read. N 

As foon as Madame de C was rid of the Mar- 

quefs, (he went to her Hufband : The Account fhe 
gave, ftartled him ; he was of the fame Opinion, 
rjiat it was highly neceffary to remove me j a trufty 
Servant, according to his Dire&ion carried me that 
very Evening, unperceived by any one, to the Mo- 
nafteryv of St. N > ■ , where I was curteoufiy 

ieceived. 

The continual Difquiets I had undergone, harafsM 
me too much to think of any Supper. Being defiroua 
of going to Reft* I was conduced to a neat little 
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Chamber, and prefently went to. Bed, abandoning 
myfclf wholly to Grief. The greater Part of the 
Night, I futfer'd cruelly, the ^arquefs^ prefent to 
my Imagination, feenVd (tilt to lament hhnfelf at 
my Feet ; I comforted him in a Language, alas! 
far different from what I mentioned before. How 
happy would he have thought himfclf, had he been 
by 1 I blamed myfelf for not giving him the tendet- 
eft Proofs of my Affection. Thofe who know 
what Love is, will eafily enter into my Condition, 
and anft own fuch a Night to have been very 
frightful. The Oppreffion I labonr'd under, at 
lad gave place to a broken, terrifying Sleep, arif- 
ing from my prefent Circtunftaheet ; I irtaaat of 
nothing but Rapes and Duels : Methooght the^/«r- 
fuefs, overpowered by the furious Cbawker, with 
his lafl Breath protefb his Love. O Heavens ! I am 
feized by the Conqueror ; *This Dream was fo livery 
that I ftattcd out of my Sleep, with a loud Shriek. 

The Sun was already above the Horizon and (hone 
into my Cell ; I cart a melancholy Look on the fe- 
veral Obje&a which furrouaded me : a large wooden 
Crucifix, with a Death's Head at its Foot, made me 
madder * a Torrent of Tears enfued. When the 
Heart is opprefs'd overy Thing affects it ; a devout 
Reflection terrified me; mcthought a crucified God, 
whofe Sufferings I there faw reprefented, reproach !d 
Jne with my Wcaknefs. Alas ! what could I ad- 
drefs to him but my Tears : and they were very 
plentiful. I threw myfelf at the Foot of the Cru- 
cifix, I call'd upon God, and found my AfBktion 
abate ■ ■ me thought he fpoke, teaching me that 
Patience, of which he (hew'd himfetf lb perfect an 
Example. Looking towards one End of my Cham- 
ber, a Picture of Hell, wherein Multitudes of De- 
vils were reprefented tormenting the Damned, (Uuclc 
a Terror into me ; I turned away my Eyes iron* io 
hideous a Sight. Alas ? met nought, i fhall one 
Day fall a prey to tbefe Enemies of Mankird, if I 
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continue dins to follow the Bent of my Inclinations f 
Our Curate's Exhortation came frefh into my mind ; 
I pray'd to* God to have Mercy on me. Nature 
muft yield when long aJTauked ; I grew faint, and 
threw myfelf into- Bed again, polling the Cloaths 
over me ; I ihiver'd, and a* often as the Ideas of 
my Love offer 'd to re-afTume it's ufual Sway, I 
drove it from me with great Earntftnefs, looking 
from Time to Time on the Crucifix, as a falutary 
Antidote againft fuch a deluding Poifon. Part of 
the Morning was fpent in this Manner, when my 
Chamber Door opened : Ave, faid an ancient Nun 
coming in, dear Mifs, how have yon relied ; what 
not up yet ? Madame dt G is below in the Ab- 

befa's Parlour, who has fent for you. Good God f 
cried I tranfported at fuch agreeable New*v how 
long has fhe been here ? How does fhe do ? What 
does me fay ? I afked a thoufand Queftions at once. 
Put on your Cloaths, replied the good Nun without 
giving mc any Anfwer: you'll know all by and by, 
you are waited for ; but before you fay your Prayers 
before you leave your Chamber ; the firft Duty of 
the Day is to offer our Hearts to God; fomebody 
will come for you in a Quarter of an Hour. Saying 
this fhe left me, continuing her Beads very devoutly, 
I jump'd out of Bed very haftily, laying my Pray as 
and dreffing myfelf all at once, to fave Time ; ex- 
pecting to hear of the Marqutfs. How fmall a Mat- 
ter dries up a Fit of Devotion, founded only on the » 

Sally of a Paffion. Madam* dt G *s Arrival 

replaced the Marquefi in my Heart But, my God, 
faid I with an Air of Confidence, I love thee 
with all my Soul ; and may I not referve a little 
Love for a Man, whofe Intentions tend to nothing but 
what is lawful ? I began to think myfelf not fo very 
much to blame; my Heart was bufied in regulating 
thefe Things fuitably to its Inclinations, when an- 
other Nun whofe beautiful Countenance was ex- 
ceedingly amiable, came into my Chamber, telling 

me 
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we ia a very engaging Ma nner, Ac was. coaie for 
W*e. Good God ! faid ihe» yoo have been crying : 
I am coneern'4 for ya« ; I am apt to think yoo do 
not relifh a htfonaftery. Alas I you are not the oaly 
one. I loofc'd earaeftly at her, finding a Comfort 
i» what (he faid ; bat (he caft down her Eyes, and 
feeaVd vexed with herfelf, for fpeaking her Mind fo 
freely. There are Perfons, the firft Sight of whom 
£oiii6 o*r Affeclious ; this handfome Nun was one 
ef that Number ; I embraced her with great Tea- 
dernefs, after which we went down Stairs. 

When J came into the Abbefs's Parlour, I ran 
feaftily, without Reflection, to Madame d$G » ■ 
. who was at the Grate : Good morrow, my Dear, 
mid the good Lady j bat you ought firft to folate 
your worthy Superior, the is of a fweet Difpe^rtioq ; 
I have (poke to her in your Behelf, and ihc is will- 
ing to take the Charge of your Education* Struck 
with this Harangue, which boded me ao good, I 
; tura'd to the Abbefs, and kiffed her Hands j Sub 
embraced me bidding me not to cry, (for the Teats 
Jfood in my Eyes.) She /lever was among religious 
People before, kid me, I perceive ; file is fright- 
ea'd, but Ufe will make it eafy. Pardon me Ma> 
darn, I cried thinking me meant that I had no Re- 
ligion, I love God with all my Heart, I dont 
doubt it, anfwered the Abbefs with a Cough of a 
Quarter long ; I believe you are very £)evout and 
very Virtuous : She is a v^ry good Girl, added Ma- 
dame it G * > , the Air of a Coavent is not very 
agreeable at firft, bat there are many Things which 
acquire Patience and JUfle&ion; but more of that 
another Time. Saying this ihe wink'd upon me* 
as much as to fay, flay till we are alone, I have a 
f rent deal of News. 

The Abbefs having mattered her Cough, with 
plenty of Mellows and Liquoriih to looicn her hufky 
Lings * began to open agaia and make a Confident* 
of air edd JPiioad Madam d$ 6 jhhii » concerting 
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all the little Anintofities on foot in the Convents 
: flie gave her a long Detail of the various Humours 
and different Interefts among them. Would yea 
believe, faid fhe very vehemently not thinking of 
her weak Breaft, that the Dire&or, our dear Father, 
who had always been my Friend, that he Jhould 
behave with great Coldnefs to me ? Surprifing f 
The very'firft Time I perceived it, I employed Mo- 
ther Ger truth, in whom I had an entire Confi- 
dence, to find out the Reafon. Could ycu imagine 
my dear Lady, what I then difcoverM ? That he 
was grown very intimate with Mother St. Elizabeth^ 
who, whilft in the World, as well as here, you 
know, never loved me ! now judge whence the 
Blow comes. Neverthelefs, God is my Witneft, 

I made a Sacrifice of my Refentmeat, it being 
in my Power, as Abbefs (unworthy,) to make her 
ienfible of it ; inftead of that, continued fhe grow- 

II g warmer and thumping the Board, I have promo- 
tad her to the beft Offices in the Community, even, 
that of Treasurer ; judge now, Treafarer I fo con- 
siderable, ' that in one Point (he may controul the 
Abbefs herfelf. She is a rerySerpptt, whom I have 
*herifhed in my Bread. That Word was very dh- 
ftinft, Paffion utter'd it* while Charity was forv 
got ; it's true every SnvedHve was qualified with a 
C§d firgiw mti but (till, Jbe is a <veiy Serptnt waa 
the Burden of the Song. To rob me of the 
Friendship* of our Director, o»r Father, fucb a Fa- 
ther i he; that abfolves us, purifies ut and conduct* 
«a to Heaves! do you apprehend the great Confe- 
rence ? Ah % Madam, \ mall never be comfort- 
ed. 

This ConverfatkMt, whieh from my longing to bo 

. alone with Madame ie Q , became infuppertably 

tedious, was fortunately interrupted by a Nun 'a 
coming in with her Veil over her Face ; at her 
cnterance fhe bow'd to the Ground and. then kifs'd 
the Ahhefs'a Hands, whs very devoutly embraced 
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Iter Head, telling her to put up her Veil for there 
were no Men prefent ; what would yon have with 
me, dear Mother, continued the Abbefs ? The 
Nan began to Whifper in* the Ear; but (he cer- 
tainly thought we were Deaf, for flie fpoke fo 
loud that I heard every Word. Mighty well, re- 
plied the Abbefs, I am coming ; do you ftay for 
me on the Stairs. Would you believe, faid {he, ad- 

dreffing herfelf to Madame de G , what they 

are doing ? There is another Cabal on Foot, I am 
told Three of the Ancients and the good Father Di* 
*e£tor are now plotting again ft me in the Trinity 
Parlour ; there is a private Place from whence I can 
'■■ overhear them, unlefs my continual Coughing does 
not fpoil all ; but Heaven will iupport me. Jdttv, 
- Mum, you fee the Conference Saying this the 
Abbefs retired, giving me a little Pat as me pafo'd 
by, and muttering fomething to herfelf 

Come near, Jen*y % laid Madam* de G , as 
foon as we were alone ; let us take this Opportu- 
nity the Abbefs has given us, to whom, what I have 
to fay to you muft be a profound Secret j we fhould 
be ruin'd, were it known you are the Caofe of what 
has happened iaft Night. Refolution is requHke, my 
Dear, the News I bring will not be very agreeable, 
but rather far from it. Here fhe paus'd a while to 
recoiled her elf. This melancholy Prologue went 
to my Heart, and fcarce kit me Strength to hear the 
new Cataitrophe, which lhe related in the following 
Words. 

You had fcatce left my Houfe, continued Madame 
de G— , when M. Gripart came to me in a vio- 
lent Hurry. What's this I hear, Madam, faid he > 
I had like to have been finely bubbled here; I 
chanced to. overhear two Footmen talking together 
in the Park, otherwife my Market would have bcen> 
made in a very notable Match truly I Would any 
one have believed that (he could look fo demure-, 
and yet marry a Jjoibaad and retain, her Gallant? 

load 
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I ted pleaaM myfelf with the Thoughts tf ftakfog 
her Fortune* but thank my Stars, I 4jn very eefy 
es to that Particular; the only Thing which gives 
ine any Uaeafinefs, is Madam., that you, who knew 
how much I am your Friend, eouid fee me thus 
imposed upon, being ne Stringer* is all probability,, 
to this Country. Girl's Behaviour. Whoever thought 
it fo cafy to gnU me,, were much miftaken ; for I 
would have the World know that the Grifartt were 
never taken in yet, and what's more* never wtU ; 
a»d whenever I am Fool enough to commit Matri- 
mony, I'll warrant before hand the Succeft of my 
Choice. 

A fmall Digreffion muft be estufed : for k would 
not be fair, to let any of the Heroes in this Hiftorjr 
make their Exit, without communicating so the 
Reader their various Fortunes. As to this, he psov'd 
no Prophet, for in a few Years ke married the noted 
Mifs Fanny — the Ticket frfices. Her Cunning 
was fuch, during M. Griparfs Courtship, that ke 
never fufyecled her Virtue, and Fortune was fi> 
favourable to her, .that though file was in Keeping 
to the very Wedding-Day, ke never difcover'd it j. 
nay it might always have remained a Secret to him* 
if. her ill, unguarded Conduct after Marriage had 
not extorted from him, notwithftanding all his Pre- 
vention in her Favour, an Acknowledgment of hia 
wretched Deftiny. In his firit Tranfports, he raved 
like a Madman, beat her. and confined her, as he 
faid, for Life. However his Anger abated, and k» 
kfs than a twelve Month, he brought his Wife 
koine again, but quite another Woman ; her Con- 
finement had afforded Leifure for proper Reflection* 
en her former Behaviour ; and the is at this Day * 
Pattern to the belt of Wives. 

Let us return to what Mmdam* d* G— waa 
relating to me. In fpite ef all I could fay to At 
Griftri, continued ftie, he went out di£ati*ncd, got 
into hie Quute end went awej mucmuring Sty 

Hufband 
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Hufband in the mean Time had put every Body 
we had under Arms, to protecl us in cafe of an At- 
tack ; but it prov'd an anneflary Precaution as 
to our Houfe, chance difpos'd of things otherwife, 
and it was faid, there was no forefeeing the Mis- 
fortune that was to happen. 

The Marquefs of L. V was no fooner re- 

tired, which, notwithftanding all I told him to the 
contrary, he did with fo little Precaution, pretend- 
ing the Servants by the Chevalier £ Elbieux, knew 
his Livery, that they acquainted their Matter, who 
was highly enraged at it, imagining that under the 
Appearance of marrying you to M* Gripart, they 
intended to make his Rival happy : with this Pre- 
poiTenlon he haftily quitted his Poft, and entered 
the Court of the CafUe with his Attendants Sword 
in Hand. He furioufly demanded the Marquefs, 
and (taking a Terror into thofe he met, obliged 
. them to fliew which Way he went. The Fright in • 
to which he put a Shepherd was the Reafon of hit 
being wrong directed as to the Road your Lover 
took, and that he purfued the Road M Gripart had 
taken. The Cbarvelier who went full Gallop, was 
not long before he came up with a Valet de Cbambre, 
belonging to the Fittancer, who was following the 
Chaiie at fome Diftance. 

The Ck&vttier began the Tragedy, by fetching 
him down with one of his Piftols, after which, be 
purfued his Way 1 Gripart at the Report of the 
Piftol looked out of his Chaife, and feeing his Valtt 
fall, thought they were attacked by Thieves : he 
immediately got out of his Vehicle, and through 
Fear fell on his Knees in the Middle of the Road, 
with his Purfe in his Hand begging in a fuppliant 
Manner for Mercy and his Life. The Cbavelier 
sT Elbieux in his Fury rode over him without the leaft 
Regard to his Intreaties, thinking to find the Mar* 
fuifs in the Chaife : as foon as he was got within 
Reach, he difcharged his PiftoJ, the Ball went thro* 

the 
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the Vehicle, and (hatter'd the PofHJion'i Shoulder. 
jy Elhuux was furprtz'd to the laft Degree, when 
looking into the Chaife, he did not meet with what 
lie fought for, but found himfdf mi flaken, awl his 
Rival efcaped. The Way being narrow he once 
more rode over the unfortunate Gripart, now quite 
crippled : Bat he ran on his own Ruin ; the Time 
*f Vengeance was come, Heaven was going to p»- 
aiw him for all his wicked Attempts. 

The MarqueJ* *f L. V, who was returning very 
gently Home, like a chagrin M Lover, awaked from 
ih Melancholy, with the Noire of Piitels, and 
turned his Horfe with Precipitation towards the 
Place from whence it came. O Heavens ( he cried, 
Jtmy is on. the Road, can this be any thing regard* 
ing her, fonte frefh Enterprise ! We are always fol- 
Iknotts for what is dear to ds, and apt to recal to 
oor Minds the moil tragical Events. The Marqutfi 
ftruck with this Idea, entered the Road we have 
jnft now mentioned full Speed ; he was too well ac- 
quainted with the CbtvaUir d* Etbieux to miftake 
him • an empty Chaife, the Feafants flying and im- 
ploring Succour, the lamentable Outcries of maim- 
ed Gripart, two Men laid upon the Ground, all 
. this feem'd to intimate to him a fecond Rape. As 
to cP Elbieux he had the fame Opmion of the Mar* 
f**fii he fought him too earneftly to avoid him : his 
oagernefs to be reveng'd made him forget his Piftol 
was difcharged : and he faced his Rival with it an- 
loaded in hi> Hand ; thou (halt not tfcape, cried he, 
as foon as he came up to h;m, pulling the Trigger 
in vain, I will make thee know a (ccond Time the 
Cb&veHer d* Eibieux. The Maryutfi, without an wer- 
sng him, gave Fire and lodg'd the whole Charge 
in his Body ; The Shock of which was fo great, 
that he dismounted the Cb**valier from his Horfe : 
Receive the Pumfhment due to tfey Crimes, fays the 
Mwfuift. alighting and preferring the other Piitol 
to Jus M«ad i Thyu art a dead Man this Initant, 

if 
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if thoa doe* not cell toe where Jenny it, and whet 
you have done with her. I have not fcen her re* 
plied the Chevalier d* Elbitux, in a low dejected 
Voice. I confefs, I had formed a Defign of taking 
her away this Night, bat hearing by Chance yoa 
was at the Caflle, and fufpe&ing yoa might alfo in* 
tend to fecure her to yonrfelf for ever, I quitted 
the Place where I lay concealed, in porfuit of yoa $ 
Art thou iincere, cried the furious Marfueft, fearing 
leait he mould be impofed upon* Yes truly, re* 
ply'd^the wounded Man, yoa have vanquiih'd me, 
and may take your Revenge ; afford me bat Time 
to recoiled myfelf, and to implore God's Pardon 
for all my Offence* , my Eyes are open, I fee 
my Errors, and I am in the utmoft AnguQi for 
having committed them : pray forget ■ ■ ■ Here 
through the Lofs of Blood, the Cbrvalier\ Speech 
fail'd him The Marquefs whofe Sentiments are ge* 
gerous, was moved to Companion ; after ordering 
his Servants to help him and carry him to the Cattle, 
he left him, and came to me, in the mean while, 
to acquaint me with this Transaction. Do bat 
judge, my dear J*n*y, of the Grief with which this 
fatal News has overwhelmed me. 

Fly, Sir, fly, I cried, as foen as he )|ad done 
fpeaking; this is an Affair of the utmoft Confe* 
quence, and I greatly fear leaft it plunge you into 
inch an A&yfs, as perhaps we mall all together find 
great Difficulty in extricating ourfelves. Alas I re- 
plied the Marquefs, the plain Truth will clear me, 
but I tremble to think of my charming Jenny. If 
her AxiU, where fhe now is, ihould take Air at 
Court, you may depend upon it (he will be cob* 
fined the remainder of her Days, by Vertue of a 
Lettrt de Cachet, I anfwer'd, 1 am eafy on that 
Head ; Meafures have been fo well taken, there it 
but one Man, and he I can depend upon, who 
knows of her Retreat ; befides that fhe paffes in the 
Convent where fhe is. for a Relation of mine, whp 

hat 
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his Thought of becoming a Nan ; I have prevail, 
ed with her Father and Mother to fay, that their 
Daughter bad abfented herfelf, and they knew not 
what was become of her : thus you fee, let them 
make what Search they pleafe, it is impolfible to 
difcover htr. Now I begin again to live, fays the 
Marqiufs, - kiffing my Hand. Go, get yon gone, 
fays I, Time is precious, perhaps, they are even 
now in Seach of you, I will not have you flay to 
make me any Anfwer i As (boa as you are fecure 
from ail Accidents, let me hear from you, and I 
will inform you of what regards us. 

The Marfuefi was fcarce gone, when Word came, 
they were bringing in the Chevalier a" Elbieux ; Mo- 
tion had brought him to himfelf. My Hufband's 
Surgeon, who never leaves him, on Account of an 
Apoplexy of which he is in Danger? has probed 
the Wound ; he thinks it dangerous, but fays how- 
ever, he may get the better of it. 

The Valet die Cbambre, belonging to M Grifart % 
was killed, and his Mailer is fo full of Contufions, 
he will not be able to iiir thefe fix Months ; the 
Poftilions lies dangeroufly ill : In (hort, dear Child, 
my Houfe is become an Hofpital. As we are very 
much beloved upon our Eftate, we have deiired it 
might be a Secret: it was not talk'd of this Morn* 
ing, but I much apprehend I (hall hear difmal News 
at my Return. I ran hither in a Hurry to prepare 
you, leait if it Should happen, that this Story comes 
out, you may be upon your Guard, not to let it be 
fufpected, you were the Caufe of thefe tragical. E- 
vents. You mull affeel a- great deal of Unconcern, 
without that you are loft yourfelf and will involve 
us all in the fame Fate. Such, Jemtf % fuch are the 
Etftfts of your cruel Charms ; I with to God you 
had been lefs beautiful, you had then infpired lefs 
£ove ; had 1 hearkend to Mademoifelk f Elbieux we 
had avoided a great deal of Chagrin. 

Thil 
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This laft Stroke of Madam A G— V was * 
thoufand Daggers in my Heart;- 1 wan fa fudh * 
Confteraatibn as to vobain mbtfdnlefs, without f/e» 
log abteita otter one Word > My Tlea**, MwlUai * 
Voice, flack hf tjbefr^atfegfc, and I ihoutt hmvd 
tainted away had not a Nun, who c*ffce in,- topi 
ported me * it wai her fbr whom I had contend St 
great an Affeaion :* (he came worn the Superior* W 
make her Excufe for not returning. Tab anti*b)4 
young Woman, alarmed at the Condition frwhfch 
ihe alaW me, took me in her Arms* with a4hoo/a»4 
tender jQareifet. jtfmAnt* 4 G— — , ■ moved' wttk 
thefe Marks of Amity, recommended me to her Car**, 
Do not leave her, fays ihe, ihe is in Trotofile, there 
is no body more capable than yonrfetf to give her 
Confolatibn ; her Father will have her be' a Nuit, 
but flie had a RelocHney to it, add ifcis is tb* Kea- 
fon why (he is fb much 1 deje&ed. Ah mv God 
cried this charming yoirug Women* why will they 
render her fo unhappy? Ah Madam! Ifave Pity on 
the poor Child. I can ftay no longer, reply *d Ma« 
dmmt dt G— — , fiafinefs calls me away, and I am 
waked lor, afore her, when ihe comes to herfidf a> 
gain, that I (hall always look on her as my Dauth* 
ter, and that fiieihaU foon hear from me: Saying 
this, 'flie went away. 

Notwithstanding my Fainting, I heart! every 
Word; my Patronefs was no fooner gone but I 
found my fclf extremely oat of Order.' 

Take Courage, my Child, fays yotfng Saint Jgn$ 
to me (for that was the Nan's Name) I fincerely 
pity yoa; endeavour to bear ap, and let as get to a 
convenient Place: Be not dejeded> pluck 'tip a daoi 
Heart, I will fet yon an Example, in meyon tKafl 
find a true Friend, With thefe Words fte gave tee 
her Arm, and conducted me to- my Chamber; where 
ihe immediately obliged me to go to Bed. I ley a 
long Time without uttering one Jingle *VVor& or 
making any other Aafwer* out timezint her mo* 
Vo*. I. H°. ♦• N icndedjr 
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trofcfly ' by the Hand; Well, fay's fiie, my good 
JJict.fititkjg-dpwn^pop jmf Bed, how. do yon find 
g>jrfejf? Alas J .replied 1 tarlting.:at length iato 
' X*tt9*«kQW <te ii frwti mjifel/v* vThcoainhappkft . of 
&$J|ti8gsJ thrrei». a AUL Deftly atteridft, jt»j*Ac - 
t)$ft,.<$he* moft tcr«cl . Events- facceed one after an^ 
C^her: Certainly , faya I, lifting my Eyes to -Hea- 
ven* never Wretch was over«whelm'd with fo many 
pilfer tones.. 

A^jttke^v^ rtplki.S^'^^i^i /biding wc in 
feft£4*mst. ^H tht Qon&k twite ;of thofe ihadbffe*, 
ifRfafJlv^ their finding Comffcniontf.mojte (to, be 

g* ^d^Bjthferafelve*, yon would foon be relieved, 
bold /my dear ChUd, behold m me, the moil on. 
ferjuriate of Rerfons $ .were even you* Ai&tclions 
greater than thjey are, they could not be compared 
tpjRii^; ,. YoOj at leaft, are, at Liberty, but I am 
doubly engaged : Under thwrYeil 1 caiij* a wound* 
ed/H^io^ p jeee'e^ with #th&u(md Darts :; depfora* 
Bjeyi^yn of Caprice*. I /(rag on a:Lifeiof Wfetoh* 
edne(«; ,-fcy .ib. much . the more- infupporta bit, as I am 
obliged by Decency, Honour, and the Intereft of my 
Relation.? to flifle aU Refeaiments. , What do I fay r 
Jffhayet npt yet had the Comfort » of 4 Friend to 
w$9m^I might uflbpfom^.my Secrets > and my ,Trou^ 
fcles'. Yoa are the only one to whom Lhave.faid 
£b ; 4nucih and, for, whom *1 ^aveHfO. tender.* .Con- 
ce ??k j^ et n» blend »our /Ml&fort«nes y maJce. me 
your Confident, y oct are mirie already; we {hall 
reap eqaai Benefit from our mutual Afflictions, Shall 
it be lo my , dear Jtm^ ! Ah! replied. I with. great 
^r^ency, u what Comfort' it is for me in my prefent 
Q>^itic^ t :-tOi find ffc muc^ Companion in a Place 
ftat, ^Sj/(j diAgrecaW^f«:H^w kindly 'I take yoUr 
|^t^|nj$'tf ia^ .\ytf^/- f ^^^ourrHverfionto the 
^ip5C#ef-A^ {q confosmabU.tci mine, you deferve on 
xhjtt;Title;aion£, to be l$t jnto the Secret of my Af- 
^irs^^^am^gqjngifp-lay^pen my Heart to you* 
JTPHi"»lr W*2& hfjp bighjy, I, lvalue, your £ri;nd(hip, 
\hwbiwi ° W * . ' '•• .1 - &ncc 
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fince aa.fpQo .as I know you, I deJMerjbyfeJf en- 
tirely up, to you; we have Kill almoft art Hour 
$<X o«ffelve* witkout Intecmpiion, £ iam perfmded 
m# "Story, wjll.'int fame Maarte* miugaua yonr Sttf- 

I (hall touch but (lightly on my Birth* lalthougk 
there was forne thing very particgufo in it v /i an* of 
Pout-*a~Mou/J<yn in Lorraine, Daughter of one of the 
principal Perfons of that Town. My Mother was 
extremely handfome and marfjed&>.a,Man of Qua- 
lity, who generally refidedjajt anEftate not far from 
that Place 5 flie was : <five.j and twenty when I was 
born* and for, fome Reafons wh**h, 1 (ball mention, 
hereafter, (he concealed her /Pregnancy, and! was 
privately brought to Bed* I was brought up under 
the Notion of being a Gardiner 4 Daughter who 
lived four or five Leagues off* m The firlt < Years of 
my, Childhood were fpent in jnean Employments, 
inch as futted with the Profeflion qf my adapted 
Father. The Jealoufy of. my two Sillers, as I took 
chen to be, rendering me continually the Object of 
their Hatred, was the Reafon why, out of mere 
Pity, they charged me with the Care of tending the 
Sheep, the Hardfhips with which I was conftantly 
opprefs'd, made this Occupation very (upportable;* 
and I bkffed my Stars for the Alteration, 

The Lord of the Village where I liv'd, was 
' named M. Me/icourt, he was Counsellor in the Par- 
liament of M " • and he came down to his Eftate 
every Year during the Vacation. He had a Son 
who was in his Studies, that new failed- tp accom- 
pany him hither, this young Gentleman was very 
handfome, wcll-(haped, and graver than thpfeof hi 
Age : inflead of. employing himfelf in hunting or o- 
ther Paftimes, . he fpent part of it in reading ; his 
only Recreation, was walking in the Fields near the 
Village in the Cool. of the Evening: J met him al- 
moft every Day with a Book in his Hand ; as. often 
as he pailed by me, and that, was, not frfdom, he 

N j took 
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took*!? his Hat. At that Time I was near foor- 
teeaj lively, and liked young Mekcvurt extremely. 
Kbewith6a*dtng I always look'd down oa the 
<3rbuiid>when we met and fhould hav&been mighti* 
ly vex'd to have been deprived of she Pleaftpe of 
teeing binu 

One Day, when I had drove my Sheep neanra 
•Warren a little Way from Trefi y (for that it the 
Name of the Village) I (py*4 young Melicourt aifeep 
4m the Graft, under a Beech Tree : I was not forry 
for the Oceafion \ my Heart had long wiih'd for an 
Opportunity of gassing on him without bringing my 
Jflodefty in Quefticn ; tho' I was unacquainted with 
the Effe&s of Love, yet I plainly felt an Inclination 
prevailing in my Sou), and in fpite of my low Edu- 
cation I Sad ib much Command over myfelf, as not 
to give a Loofe to it. 

This favourable Conjecture encouraged me j I 
was alt atone, he fail afleep ; I advanced towards 
-him ftep by ftep, flopping fometime* for fear of 
waking him ; in my Hand I had a fmall Stick, wick 
which I moved the Leaves to try if his Sleep was 
found : it was needlefs, for the Youth gave me alt 
the Reafon io the World to think he enjoyed a moft 
tprofbniid Repofe. Thus encouraged, I drew very 
near him, my Heart in my Mouth for Fear. Aft* 
licourt is of *a brown Complexion, charming Eyes, 
-fweet Countenance, very fine Hair, curl'd and neg- 
ligently ty'd up with a Ribbon : in the Attitude, 
in which he lay, his Face was entirely feen, on 
which there fat fo muclv Serenity and Comlinefs, 
that one could not behold it without Delight j my 
tender Heart wa* fo fenfibly aft&ed that it's Cap- 
tivity was compleated by this ra(h Scrutiny. There 
lay on the Ground a Book, and k came into my 
Head to fecure it, my Father who was School- Maf- 
ter at Treje, had taught me to read : I was carious 
to know what I could make of this Book : after I 
had pot it into my Pocket, I purpos'd to retire, leaft 

. I (hould 
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I fttonld be fufpefted of the Theft, bat I bad not 
Force to move, fome, feeret Power .withheld mc« 
Fatal Curiofity to young Perfons> which often en- 
tangles them againft their Will f if I retired a Step 
or two, it was only to return with greater Eagernefs. 
Mtlicourt was a Load (lone, from- which I could not 
feperate, however I was withdrawing, myfelf, on his 
fltrring, as if he had been going to awake, when a 
Wafp came and fetfled on his Face. I iioop'd im- 
mediately, too much interefted, not to ftretch out 
my Arm- and drive it off, but, it ,vyas done fp auk- 
ward ly, or rather in juch great C^nfu^pn* that in 
endeavouring to remove* this dangerous Infe&j I 
gave Melicourt a great Slap in the Face. He boune'd 
up in a fudden Surprize, and mutter 'd 'fome Words 
which I did not underftand I was 4b frighted On 
my endeavouring to run. away, he, fi^atc^'d tald of 
my Gown, and with a Smile that qajtetcfcarai'd my 
Heart, tell me, he faidv my pretty Maid, what in 
the Name of God, have I done to you, that yon 
fhould difturb my Reft. Alas ! Sir, ,anfwer'd I, all 
in a maze, I afk your Pardon, my Intention was not 
to hurt you; being in fearch of a flray'd Sheep, I 
happened in pafling by, to fee a Wafp j oft going 
to fling you ; I immediately ran up to prevent it, 
and the Hurry I was in,, migjit oc-cafion ^he Jiurc 
you complain, of. Whilft. I was mal$j^g, . xyith 9 
diffembled Innocence, .this Apolqgy, the Youth ex- 
amined me with all the Attention imaginable, and 
exprefs'd a Wonder that feem'd to flatter my Vani- 
ty. When I had done fpeaking- he. would have 
thro wa his Arms about my Neck to thank me, as 
he call d it^ for the Service 1 bad done him. .. Co- 
vered with Bluihes, I avoided his. intended Kindnefs; 
Dear Creature, he cried, be not angry;, can you be 
difpleafed with the Sallies of my Gratitude ? Pri- : 
thee ftay ; I will be more referred, if you, tjunk me . 
to blame for yielding to the Tranfportsyour Charms 
have rais'd ,in my Breaft, you are the L &rii that has 
. •, N 3 *~ beea 
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leei* able to hifptre them. Taking me by the 
Hand, Good God* fays he, how handfeme you 
ait: the only one to whom I ever faid fo much 
before, becaufe you alone have appear'd fo in my 
Eyes. 

I pretended not to tmderftand this Difeourfe. But 
1 do affure yea, my dear Child, yoong as I was, I 
eafily comprehended it favoured too much of Flat* . 
aery; and notwithstanding my A flexion for this 
young Man, I retired. Ah ! don't run away, cried 
tAekcMtrt, endeavouring to flop me, the Sun » not 
fet* why will you deprive me of the Pleafure of 
your Company. Cruel Creature ! continued he, 
feeing me at feme Diftance, better for me to have: 
been Hung by the Wafp ! the Smart it would have 
«aufed had been foon over ; whereas the Wound, 
tile Dart has made that came from your Eyes, will 
never be healed. 

Whrlft he was thus talking, I came up with my 
flock | Melicoxrt followed me at fome Diftance,. 
but whilft I faw hi«i coming one Way, I went -an-. 
other', under Pretence of Keeping my Flock to- 

S ether : he foon difcover'd my Roguery, and flood 1 
ill with his Arms acrofs, looking on me with ai*. 
Air that I believe had a great deal of meaning in 
k ; I feem'd not to mind him and went on to the 
Village j and, often looking back, brought home 
an Inpreffion that flill lives in my Mind. You fee, 
what giddy Girls expofe themfelves to, through 
CurioGty. 

I will not entertain you, my dear Friend, con* 
tinued the Nqn, with all the Opportunities we had 
of meeting and converting together. Young Mr/r~ 
w* had a tender honeft Heart, and I prtfpofiefs'd 
in bis Favour, it was not long before I own^d to him 
the Trogrefs he had made in my Affections ; he wa% 
overjoyed at it, and in Spite of my mean Birth, he 
vow'd to be mine for ever. Oh what flattering Joys ! 

WfoK. b«ppy Days J But alas ! The Vacation wa* 
w. , - .. __- wp«d> 
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-expired and he ttraft ftp away ; bath'd in Tear* we 
bii each other farewef, without any other Comfort 
but the Hopes of feeing each other again; for my 
part, though he promifcd a fpeedy Return, I waa. 
inconfolabfe for three Months. £ utter'd my moorn- 
fal Sorrows to my poor Sheep, I traded none bat 
them ; but their pacific Silence did not eafe my di£> 
tracked Breaft. 

Returning home one Evening* more fatigued: 
with the Pangs of my Heart than with my Day's 
'Work, I faw running towards me a Daughter 
.of the Perfon who palled for my Mother, fce feem'd 
in a great Hurry, and 1 by the Signs (he made 
had earned fiufinefs with me ; I made hafte to 
meet her. So Minette, fays (he (for that was tbo 
Name I went by, becaufe they thought me fly) 
what will you give me for my good News 9 Don't 
he furpriz'd ; fomehody is come you'll fee glad to 
fee. At this I could not help bluftung, I immedi- 
ately thought it was Meli court fhe meant, or, as a 
guilty Confcience needs no Accofer, that our Amour 
was difcover'd ; I did- not dare afk my Sifter any. 
Queftions. Sure yon have very little Curiofity, Jays 
file, and embraced me, which was very unufual 
for her to do. Methinks of late you have been 
Very indifferent as to every Thing Well to punifh 
you I have a great Mind not to tel! you that there 
» come a' fine great Lady in a Coach to our Houfe* . 
who aik'd for Mother, and went into a Room all 
alone with her ; nor, that being curious, I contrivM 
ftyfy to hear all their Converfation. Marry, I 
know it ail. 1 won't tell you neither, that it 
ieeras you are not our Siller, and that the Lady 
claims you as her own Daughter. How now 
cried I, ftruek with this Difcourfe (which would, 
not have furpriz'd me fo much, if I had read a* 
many Romances then as I have fince) what do you 
mean by all this? By pretending to keep tne hi 
Ignorance, you tell mo Jmtirge* Things, and. which 
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I cant hardly believe j I know very well you want 
to laugh at me. For what can I think of all this 
Story ? You may be in the Right, anfwer'd my Sifter 
very maliciouily ; however 1 fuppofe there is fome~ 
thing in it, for I heard them telling Money, and they 
fay People take Care how they part with That. 
The Girl had fcarce done talking, when up comes 
another of my Sifters, with the fame Emotion, 
crying out to me to make-hafte home, and leave 
her to tend the Sheep, my Mother having order'd 
itfo. I obey'd, and caiae my Ways.. X ^as fcarce 
got in, when my Mother, or rather ihe I look'd up* 
on to be fuch, took off my Hankerchief and ihew'd 
a Mark that I have on my Neck, to a fine Lady 
there prefent. 'Tis certainly her, favs the Lady, 
not that I fhould have doubted it though you had 
not (hewn me this ; her Face fpeaks it. Then di« 
.reding her Difcourfe to me, my dear Child, will 
ypu come and live with me, fays ihe in a very 
gracious Manner I I have your Mother's Confent : 
I'll take Care of you and it will be an Eafe to her, 
Your Lady/hip is mighty good, replies the Gar- 
dener's Wife; Mznette will go along with' you 
with all her Heart ; ihe is very tractable t and good 
Natured. Your Good tie f$ will excufe her if ihe does 
not anfwer as ihe fhould, ihe has not been ufed to fine 
Folks. The Lady not, much minding what ihe fai4, 
got up and whifpered fomething in her Ear : I was 
order'd to go and put on my holyday Gown ia all 
haite, not to make Peeple ft ay for me. I obeyed, 
quite dejecled, and could not reconcile what my 
Sifter had told me. with what I had juft heard. I 
burft into Tears, as 1 was putting on my CI oaths. 
Alas! I ihall never fee my clear Shepherd (for 
fo I call'd Meluourt at our endearing Interviews) 
he will forget me, and I flwll be undqne. And what 
will become of you, my poor dear little Sheep, 
(hall not I make much of you once more before 
I go ? All thefe little Refle&ioiu increased my Fears : 
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they recommended . me to the Lady and to' my Mo* 
ther, being conftrued at the Effc&s of a tender 
Heart I embrae'd, with the utmoft Affe&ion, the 
Parents I was .going* to leave; it was a ^moving 
Sight, and J besseve onr Grief was mutual. 

I waa so (boner en the Road, and alone with this 
Urange Lady, hot I began to revolve in my Mind 
all my Siller had faid to me : The Manner in 
which I was treated did- not agree with what (he 
had flatter^ me withal. The Lady feemM very 
thoughtful and abftra&ed ; (he did not so much 
as fpeak to me, but l ieem'd. taken op with fome 
very felons Matter * at limpie as I was, I could 
not help faying to mfk\f $ Aire if (he were my Mo* 
ther what mould hinder her, now we are alone front 
embracing me as a Daughter : I was tempted twenty 
Times at all hazard* to throw my&lf about her 
Neck. We had not gene two Leagues, before a ve- 
jry genteel Man 00 Horfebank rode sip to the Coach* 
Soor, -and : in a familiar Manner fainted the Lady# 
lie lookld very flead6u% on me: all the reft of the 
Journey, auV4 mp fevend Que&ons, osten frying I 
was very pretty. 

This brought us to the Caftle where we alighted. 
I went with the Gtmtleaman and the Lady into an 
Apartment* . where, they feem 4 to be expected 
to Supper,:, the Gloath was ready laid and they 
fat down to; Table. My Supper was brought me 
to the Fire-fide where the Lady had plaeai me ; 
• their Eyes weie continually upon me. Notwith- 
flanding the Perplexity I was in, there was % j* 
mfemqyoi that enconraged me and made me find 
a Pleasure in looking at diem in my Turn, the 
Lady, often crying, let me mil you this will be 
po flownriy 43ud when once (he comet to save 
fomfc good Cloaths on ; the Gentleman wat en- 
tirely of her Opinion : he made me jQand up to 
confider my Shape and had the Cnriofity even to look 
at die Mark on my Neck. I waaakamed and would 
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not let him : There is no harm, Minettty yon need 
not be fo referved to that Gentleman, fays the Lady, 
whatever . you are .to Others; As foon < as ever he 
faw the Mark he.feem.\L extrearnly fatitfied,. aiwi em- 
braced me with all the Goodnefs wnaginabhe. ^AH 
this put me fo mnch out of? Countenance,? that I 
/ could not fwallovv one Morfel, although Intreaties 
were not wanting. When they . thought I had 
fapp'd, a Waiting- Woman, whom I heard 'em call 
Mrs. Btetigny, was ordered to conduct me into a 
little Clofet that joined to the Room. She bid 
me go to Bed 5 and offered toihelp me to nnd refs* 
careffing me- very much: I did whatever fhe bid me $ 
as foon as I waa'got into a little Bed that .was pre* 
pared for me, fhe went out of the Room and fhut a 
glafs Door after her. 

. I was too much diftarbed with all I had feen 
that Day, to fall afleep immediately 5 I could net 
Jidp thinking of. what my Site .had * told me* 
.and had not forgot the Very Stratagem 1 fhe .made 
nfe of to fatis fy her Curiofity. One is more in* 
clined to follow bad Example than good ; . accord- 
ingly I got up as fofcly as poflible in order to 
hearken : Tjuft lifted up the Corner of the Silk 
Curtain {.hat. was over the glals Door; the Gcn*» 
ileman and Lady were flill at the Table, they 
{poke fo low, I could not' hear what. they faid, 
i>ot could eafily fee by their Motions they were on 
ibme ^arnefl Bofinefs.. The Waiting- Woman had 
got me into Place, .and feem'd to be of the Con* 
fukation. .... 

I began to defpair of fatisfying my Curiofity, 
and was going to Bed, when the Lady unexpectedly 
raifed her Voice. After all, my Friend, fays fhe, 
what Rifk do we run, and where 's the great Harm 
for People, to know, that inilead of being in the 
Iflands, where you were fuppofed to be, you lay 
hid all the while fomewhere near my Hoafe r 
My Reputation won't fuffer by that $ the con- 
cealing 
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ceadiog my Pregnancy and this Child, the World 
wUI know> wa* to favour your fappos'd Abfcnce:; 
tout fince your Affair, thank God, is made up, I 
fee b* iRmrfmv ;why .we i&oald not own this ChihL 
Blefs me Madam, . -4 — replied my Father, (for I 
couM not doubt .but it: waff him ;) befides giving the 
Publick a Handle to talk, you fall into another 
Difficulty yon don't think of; your eldeit Daugh- 
ter is married to one of the moft fclfefh Men in 
France j what will he. fay when you declare the 
Birth of Mtnette, . (though yon < let. him, as you cerf> 
itaialy. muft, into the whole Secret of this. Advea> 
ture ?•. He will not believe a Word on't, and will look 
on the Child as Suppofitions, oh purpofe to be a 
joint- Hetrefs with this .Wife; he'll perfecute yon* 
the World is malicious, and the Court will be ap- 
prised of my Non compliance : You know, very 
well when I had the. Misfortune to kill the Count 
of J) ■ „ in * Duel, ;hds Family -wlas.pjrevaird up- 
on to hare the Proceedings <agamft meflopp'd, on 
Condition that. I depirteti. the Kingdom, the Con- 
trary of which we mail prove, and consequently 
wiH, make »e liable to a freflr Indictment; ; the 
repealing my JBanimment (which is now "brought 
fibouti>y the Death, sfs htnuthat was my greateft 
Bnemyi in- thU Affair), depends, as to h'A -Validity, 
.ttpOn.ony having performed ithe Cortd&ton*- iuipps.'d 
tiuvme. Only reflect that thisHviH fpdil-«U, and; in 
order to prove the Birth of this Child,, which your 
Son -in- Law will aifu redly oppofe, for the Reafons 
I have jufc now affign'd, you mud make it appear, 
£ repeat^ it again? thai I (bid in the Kingdom, and 
-diinot comply with the tprccife Orders of the Court. 
TJtefetftre my Motives,- adda niy Father ; can you 
;oii yotirStfe, aiBgo Jj^tter ? I > My Mother Would, not 
give jit. up v the. meaning of- aU this ia^ fay s ; (he in a 
great FaJ&dni that /this poor Infant, who it your 
lawful Daugjhterj, mud be 'deprived of her Birth- 
Jfigtt, to wh^^.wilLoJio Day t>e fo juftly entU 
,ic- * tied 
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titled, arid throughout her whole Lift will remaia 
unacquainted with die Condition, to whiekihe was 
born. I allow, fays my Father, her Suoationi* very 
unhappy : time* may alter : but, atprefcnt, hew ca* 
We reconcile thefe Matters ? -Then ir no peat Bif- 
$culty in that, cried die Waiting-Women interrupt* 
Ing them, who not being fenfibJe of die Force of 
maternal AfTedtion, could not be expected foiiato* 
rally to confult my Interests;- Mid is young; fh* 
takes berfdf to be far different from what (he* really 
is j clap her into a Convent and make a Nun of her* 
truly fte may think herfelf well off fo.: wbenvfoe is 
profefs'd, let her know that Bie is: your Daughter, 
nay you may publifli it if you pleafe. Pray what 
ran your Son-in-Law object to that? The Advice is 
riot amifs, anfwer'd my Mother, 1*11 think of it. 
My Father faid not a Word, but it was eafy to 
know by the Manner in which he fat muting, he 
did not much like the Scheme* Silence enfoed, and 
thinking all was over, I retum'd to my Bed where 
I dropt afleep in the midft of a thoufand perplexing 
Thoughts. 

Early next Morning Mademoifelie^ Bretigy* came 
to call me; ihe tried on feveral Gowns that had 
been my Sifter's, fome of them fitted me very weU. 
I was drefs'd; in an'Inftant fnitably to my Birth; 
and from thence I'vwent into my Mother's Chamber. 
Minettt fays (he, calling me to ner Bedfide, hearken 
well to what I am going to fay. Your Mother 
was formerly my Servant. I love her, and for that 
Reafon I promised to take one of her Daughters ; I 
have pitched upon you r becaufe I liked you ; my 
Intentions is to place you irt a Monaftery for Edu- 
cation ; you are old enough, and have Senfe to know 
What is for your Good \ if they knew you* was but. 
a Country Girl, they? might, not- Aew you all that 
Regard I defire, in the Houf© where I am going to 

eace you ; if it ihould happen you have a Mind to 
\ a Nud, they would not admit you on account of 

your 
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y&ar Birth 1 therefore it k now come into my Head 
to make you pafs for my Niece juft jxmte from *V*- 
*oence ; I have bid Breiigny inftrud you to this Par- 
pefe, (he (hall go with you this very Day to* I f ■ ■ , 
where you (hall have Cloths made ; then you (hfltt 
come to me again, where you (hall ftay till you 
have got rid of your Country Famions, that yo« 
may eater the Convent without disgracing the Nam* 
you bear, 

Whilft my Mother was thus talking to me, f 
look'd at her very earneftly j I could not help being 
mov'd: My Father was gone and left me alone 
With her j I burft into a Flood of Tears ; there ia 
no getting the better of 'Nature, it will recur en all 
Occafions ; my Mother was an Inftance of it, (he 
could not contain herfelf, but carefs'd me with the 
otmoft A&e&ioa; unlefe Bretigny had come in, (he 
•would have betrayed all. What are you about, Ma*. 
'•Bam, fays the waiting Woman as (he entered the 
'Room r There wanti nothing here but my Matter $ 
prithee take her away, fays my Mother, I cannot 
«toear it any longer. At thefe Words my Tears re- 
doubled; and now I began to ad the Part of* 
Daughter by 1 mewing my Gbed ience ; BrttigMy taking 
me by the Hand put me into a Cbaife and we went 
eway. 

In vain did (he try to make me fpeak, my Heart 
was too full i I fcarce could get down one Month* 
«rul at Dinner. That Night we got to M- 
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the firft thing (he did at the Inn, was to tend for 
4ke Tradefmen, to befpeak what was necefiarjr for 
"me, whkh they premiied JhouLd be ready ia two 
<Days. 

The next Morning Bntigny having a great deal 

*df Bufinefs, went out in the Town, but took care 

to lock me into my Room ; I went to the Window 

quite taken «p, wkh all that happened - f MgUcmet 

.was not forgot. I was juft then nutting on .the be- 

^ginning of our Amour, when I caft my fyes on* 

Yo*. L ft*. $. O young 
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young Man A who pafs'd under the Window ; me* 
thought I (hon^d know him, I look'd again; guefs 
my AftoniJhmcnt, when I faw it was my Shtpherd 
Jiimfelff Clapping my Hands for Joy, I calTd out 
to him : He look'd up, and, for all the Alteration of 
my fine Clothes, knew me again. Blefs me I cries 
he, 'tis MinetUt he (laid only to fay that, ■ and came 
running to the Chamber Door. Minette, Minette, fays 
he through the Key- Hole, let in your unfortunate 
Shepherd ; whit Tranfport ! what Joy ! who could 
have dreamt of you here I Is it on my Account ! 
how comes it you are no longer a Shepherdeft! 
open "the Door quickly The poor Boy afk'd 
me a hundred Quellions at a Time. I let him 
know I was lock'd in, that I had a thoufand 
Things to fay, but that it was impoffible for me 
to fpeak to him through the Door, when every Mo* 
ment we^were liable to be furpris'd. He afk d me 
how I came to be lock'd up : I fatisfied him as well 
as I cfculd ; We agreed in a Hurry, that he fhould 
lie hid in fome Part of the Houfe, and that as foon 
as Bretigny came in, I was to endeavour to get loofe 
and come and talk with him. He went away, but 
promifed me that notwithfianding his School Hours, 
to which he was. dill unfortunately confined, he 
wou'd not quit the Houfe, till be had allured me 
.of the Sincerity of his Paflion : We agreed upon a 
Signal, and as it was a Pubiick Houfe, he took 
•the Opportunity of calling for a Breakfaft. 
- If he had flayed a Moment longer Bretigny had 
caught him. The Pleafure I had conceived at the 
Sight of my Lover, was eafily feen in my Counte- 
nance, (he immediately took notice of k. There's 
any good Girl, cried me and embraced me : I love 
to i fee you fo plealant and gay, it makes yon t\ 
pretty again : with a grear deal more of the fame 
kind i Ianfwer'd her wtry chearfully, as there is 
nothing like a contented Mind. Bretigny was foon 
calPdaway about Bufiaefs, of which we had a great 
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deal upon her Hands. Love is ttry inftro&ive, in 
order to coaipafs my Defign, I fauncer'd from one 
Room to another, backwards and forwards, as if I 
did not know what to do with myfelf. 

The Deceit pafs'd and Bntiguy did not obferve 
me: as foon as I faw the Coatt clear, 1 gave the 
Signal to Melicourt, who watch'd me, he came in- 
ftantly to the Foot of the Stairs ; I pointed with 
my Finger to a Room, he ftep'd into it and it was 
not long before I join'd him. 

J am apprehenfive, fair Lady, fays the Nan fix- 
ing her Eyes upon me, leaft I Jhoald give you a 
bad Opinion of me : Don't you think it a little too 
bold in me, to have taken thefe Steps at the Age I 
then was$ but Love, and my want of Education 
may ferve to excufe me ; I thought there could be 
no Harm in this Meeting. As foon as Melicourt 
faw me, he threw himielf at my Feet, J will not 
repeat our Convention, it was very Affectionate 4 
an Account of all that had happened to me, my 
Birth, the. private Projed of my Parents, nothing 
was forgot ; I loved too much to hide any thing 
from my Shepherd. The Alteration, fays he, that 
has happen'd in your Affairs, charming Minette % 
does not in the leaft augment the Refpeft I have 
for you I Your Elevation is fo far from pleating me* 
that it claihes with the Purity of my Intentions ; I 
delighted myfelf with the Thoughts of one Day 
making my Shepherdefs's Fortune, and may I de- 
pend upon her loving her Shepherd as well as (he 
did before \ I encouraged him as much as I could ; 
'twas Love that fpoke, always eloquent : But when 
Melkourt beard where I was going, and the Defigns 
they had againft me he burl into forrowful Com<- 
plaints. Alas ! how wretched am I, fays he, not 
to be my own Mailer, I would fruftrate all thefe 
Proceeding : muft you go thenv dear Minette ? Shall 
I never fee yon again, muft I lofe you for ever ; ia 
pronouncing thefe Words he cried molt bitterly. 

O 2 Alas! 
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Alas t anfwered I, pierc'd to the Soul, I carinot 
ceafc loving you. Young, and obliged to Silence, 
dependant of all the World, Tears and Sorrows is 
all I have to defend myfelf with. This mournful 
-^Entertainment was interrupted by Bretignfs calling 
me» I had forgot myfelf, leaving him in Halle, 7 
had but juft Time to fqueeze poor MtUcturfs Hand, 
and came in with great Precipitation wiping mjr 
Syes : You have, been crying, fays the Waiting-- 
Woman ; that is not well done ; you (ball not be 
left alone again In haftc; come near the Fire and 
let its fee no more on'r # 111 hear how yon canreajtii 
that will pafs away the Time agreeably. She. gave 
me the Lives of the Saints, to prepare me, betimes^ 
lor the Life I lead at prefent (it happened to be the 
Life of Saint Aines) I read it aloud ; but (from my 
Heart being taken up another Way.) all this Mar* 

ar faid, with a tender Devotion, I appropriated to 
e prefent Difpofition of my Soul. The Reading 
had fuch an Effect upon my Mind, that I began a* 
gain to fhed Tears in fuch Abundance, I could 
not go on. 

Bntigny took things quite in another Light ; &« 
UA *hc was glad to fee 1 had fi> much Religion, and 
aook Oceafion of making me a Jne Exhortation 6a 
the Sobjecl j a* fooi as this Sermon wis over wc 
Went to Supper* and 1 waited impatiently for Bed- 
time : As foon as I found myfelf at Liberty I caU'4 
to mind *SkMeUc$urt iad faid to me| the more I 
thought of htm the greater Averiion I had to a 
MonaHery. I could not but wrfh things would take 
fnch a Turn as to make me happy with my Shep- 
herd. I dwelt with Pleafure on thefe Ideas, 'twas 
all my Comfort; nothing flatters young People 
more than the Thoughts of Matrimony ; how comes 
it the^ are £6 much indulged in it ? A child can 
fcarce fpeak, when they afk Mifs, if fhe is almoft 
married yet. Little Maiter is calFd her, little 
Hniband; Parents are apt to idolise their own 

Offspring, 


\ 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 1 45 

©fipring, they make thefe Mactert the Subject of 
their Diversions and are always talking of them. 
Would they not do much better to be more referv'd, 
efpecially before young People, who in Proportion 
as they grow up, grow more knowing as to all the 
Objects around them : Future Profpe&s, the more 
they pleafe us, the deeper Impreflions they make. 
How wretched are they from whofe Breads fuels 
deep-rooted Ideas mult be torn away ! But to return 
to our Hiftory. 

The next Morning my Clothes were brought 
home : I found fo great an Alteration in mylelf 
when I was drefs'd, I feem'd another Creature ; 
even of my Way of thinking was altered. Why 
ihould different Situations elevate or deprefa our 
Sentiments ? A great deal of my paft Life recurr'd 
to me, that appeared very contemptible. BnttgKj 
interrupted this Difcnffion, as foon as (he had fi- 
niihed all her Affairs, the Chaife was at the Boor* 
and we went away. I look'd round for M$Iic9urt 9 
I thought he ought not to omit this Occafion of 
feeing me, and I was truly mortified not to difcovet 
him. 

We had fcarce got four. Leagues 00 our Journey, 
when coming into a narrow Road, I faw a Pilgrim 
walking by the Side of the Chaife who often axed 
his Eyes on me ; I was fo taken up with Sorrow 
for having been deprived of the Sight of my Lover, 
that I took no Notice of this Man. Brerigny bid 
me mind him. Look, Mifs Minette, fays fhe, at 
this poor young Man, how he is forced to walk in* 
thefe bad Ways $ he has fomething very agreeable 
in his Face, perhaps the Perfections of his Mind 
may anfwer thofe of his Body ! How unjuft is 
Fortune! is it not frightful that at his Age he 
ihould fuffer fo much Hardfhip, whilft there are 
People, without half his Merit, who wallow in 
Riches. I was looking at this Pilgrim whilft 
ihe was thus talking to me j imagine my Surprize* 

O 3 it 
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^ it was Mtlicow* ; I knew him notwkhftaading hts 
* Difguife. it was Very lucky for me that %r$tigny t 
who bad taken a 'great liking to my Lover, pat 
ker Head oat to bid him take Care of the Wheel, 
otherwise Ike would have difcovefd tke Corifofion 
1 was in : My Eyes had met thofe of Mtlic*urt % 
which made me Wufh and look down, bat I fmiled 
in nv Heart. I was forty however to fee him wallt- 
' im Am ia the Mke , he Jeem'd very chearful, and 
taking this Opportunity of Br$tigay*% Civility, fell 
into Difctarfe wither; -he laid, he had been per- 
v * forming a Pilgrimage, end that he was two hun* 
dred Leagues from jjomc. The Waiting- Woman 
blefr'd kerfelf at rim, a*d told him he ought so, 
net kimielf. Mdkwrt, who perceived he had gain'd 
■ 4he -Good- Will of this. Woman, endeavoured to 
pleafe her. He had learnt from the PofliUton, with 
whom he had been talking, that (he managed 
every thing ia the Family,, he thought he conld 
mete eafily attain his Ends,, and fecure her in his 
latereft by amofing- her : To this Purpofc he told 
ber extraordinary Stories, juft as they came into 
his -Head, I believe, with which (he feem'd en- 
ihasttd : We were now come to the Place w^ere 
., we dined. - *Bretigny made the Pilgrim fit dowtt to 
; Tabic with us; telling me I jhould never be haugh- 
ty to the Poor, and*that ^n^ was obligM to'^ft 
*em efpecially on th^Road; you may imagine i^id 
not contraditf her. '* ' k ' •"* ? * c ^ * : *« 
If ever you have been; in Love, my ptjtty MHs, 
/ judge of the Pieiifore && rn the Enjoy men tsVof 
'■■'my Lover's ComJMtnV, who jpve- mefnch evidjgat 
\ /llaiit* of his Tendexnefs ;. I^wili own to you- frank - 
;' ly, afl hiy "* Cares 4&*s*d j* how great foever my 
i "' Stephcfd's. Joy might be, he ppflefled himfelf very 
; -well, and with great Addreft, made me fenfible 
I that though he made his Court to Mademoifelle 
i Brttig*}* it was for my Sakei It was comical 
* enough ^joWerv* him hefitating troty Minute, 
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-and to fee the good Waiting- Woman helping him 
'. oat in his Story ; jhe carried her AfFeftion fo Far for 
\ the Pilgrim, as to propofc to him to ride behind $ur 

Chaife, lead he fbould fatigue himfclf with, walking, 

and I believe if there had been room in otir Vehi- 
, cle, (he would have incommoded herfelf to receive 
;; Jgim. Love, Love, no Age nor Condition is fecare 

from t}ty Darts ! 

Whilft Bretigvy was gone to pay the Reckoning ; 
„ Melicourt took* that Opportunity ,to fpeak to me; 

he faid a hundred endearing Things. I am fenfiblic 

faid I, of the Marks you give me of your Pa&on, 

it griev'd me to fee you on Poot whilft I am at 
' my $afe; but, dear Shepherd, tell me what all 

this fignifies ? we mult Part, had we not better do it 
"• now ? Ah \ charming Mineite, fays Mtlicourt in a 
r.Yery forrowful Tone ! mult ; J /then die : do you 
; know that my .Life depends. on the Happinefs of 

•feeing you; and that f value nothing fo much in 
) the whole W^rld. To bid me go, and leave you! 
r £> Heavens, what a cool Indifference this is ! What 
I. can I think! you no longer Love me! in uttering 
\ -thefe Words, Tears canje into his Eyes * <Mov'd as 
' I was, Reafon .came to my AHhtance : Wide your 
H Tears, fays I, jrifling my own ; *Alas ! I^Qve^ou, 

it is but two true ; but if I ant dear to yob, *and 
;• that yon will no; leave ine, take-Care Mademaifelle 

JBrgtigny who is coming in, perceive nothing of it, 
,.;if (he does we -are loft, ihe would fulled fbme- 

* thine ; ^endeavour to pteafe her, 4ier, Intereft is 
y conndefable ;-fhe feems prejudiced in your Favour, 

* and if I am not inmaken, you are not indifferent 
to her, that will facilitate our feeing one another; 

- X do affure you, my dear .Shephtrd continued. I, 

.giving him my Hand, that 'Thought is not at all 

'' difegreeable. As he was going to anfwer me, Bre- 

tigny came in, to tell me we muff go : She had 

contrived it with the Poftillion tnat the Pilgrim fhould 

>.be fcated behind the Chaiie at his £afe. each of us 

• K - \ took 
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took our Place and in this Manner reach'd our Jour- 
ney's End. 

The Cattle which we enter'd, did not feem to 
be the fame, which we went from ; this was much 
larger and better farniih'd, whereas the other, be- 
longing li Ice wife to my Father, had been inhabited 
only fine* he was oblig'd to be conceal 'd. My 
Mother received nie very affectionately,,, and as Bre- 
tigny had inftru&ed me, I call'd her Aunt, to which 
2 had much ado to bring myfelf knowing how falfe 
it was. 

Melt court was not ncgle&ed : Bretigny had bees 
talking with him, as we came out of the Chaife, 
and finding that he was qualified to ferve in the Ca- 
pacity of a Steward, (he promised him (he would 
procure him that Place, in the mean Time he snuft 
be content to be under him who was then in that 
Office, which could not la it long, being extremely 
old and infirm. Meliceurt received joyfully thefe 
Marks of the Waiting Woman's Regard. The Part 
flie has in my Story, is too considerable to negle& 
giving yon her Portraiture. 

She was five and forty, and looked well for 
her Age : I cannot tell if (he had been handfome 
in her Youth, at lead (he had no Remains of 
having been fo : Her Completion much upon the 
Wainfcoat; blue Eyes, round and a tittle fpotted ; 
her Eye- brows, but thinly fc\vn„ and were fcarce 
precept ible, they withdrew themfelves with fucti 
an Antipathy from her Eyc$> that flie appeared 
always in a Fright ; her Mouth was well enough 
had it not been for a Wart upon- her upper Lip ; 
one could not fay that a Down cover'd her Chin* 
but (he had a ltrong briflly Beard, (he could never 
deftroy. She had a picked Chin, which naturally 
prefented itfelf as a Handle 1 the reft was as ufual,. 
and like other People, flat Cheeks raifed up by 
two ftrutting Bones near the Eyes : had a hoaTfe 
Voice, the h& Syllables generally terminating ia 

afalfe 
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a /alfc Treble; her Fore head was fo Kftle that her 
Jlead-cloaths, always ruffled, hang over her Eye* 
Brows; fhe would have been pretty well (hapcd only 
ihe was larger in the Waift than about her Shoulders, 
which made an cxa& Shape the wrong Way. " 

Her Humour was agreeable enough, remarkable 
from her Childhood for a tender Heart, but the 
Infidelity of feveral Lovers, had given her a. Difguft 
to the conjugal State. The Youth* or rather the. 
engaging Behaviour of Me It court remov'd theie Dit 
gufts, and rekindled her dying Flames. She took 
his Compliments to be fmcere; and her Heart no\§g 
going, now as £aft, as it ha4 been flow in determin- 
ing before* tdok the Resolution, as flic was #ich, qf 
making Mtlicaurt\ Fortune, and things were fo dif- 
pofed that without an an&pefetn incident, this 
.would have produced a ns&t extraordinary Miftake* 
AU this while i received daily Legbns for the re^ula^ 
ing my Condecl. Three. Weeks were now pallet* 
fiace I had been at the Caftle. The time drew neat 
when I wa» to go-io fhe Monastery 7 Mikcowt and I* 
often newaiTd the hand Fate that was going to pari 
ib. Lore that extended hie QeaiiiBOn ia oat Hearts, 
had fo enlightened our Miruk, we carried ourfelrca 
in fuck a Manner that nobody in the Family fatpec* 
Jed us} but of what nfe were ail theie Precautions r 
We were going to be ieperated* However Jtrsttgajft 
^Paffio* for Mtikmri ant the m*A ridkuioot Strata 

fm that ever was employed, into my Lorn'* Head 
r fecuring oar Happinefa. Dear MmU$ % fays he, 
to me one Day in the Garden where we often met 
one another ;^]Ladore yon, yon cannot doubt it; 
Chough they conceal your Birth, it is not the left 
certain ; you cannot judge me capable of impofing 
on yon in regard to mine: So that things are pretty 
equal and can be no Obftack, to our Union} in the 
mean Time they are facriheing you, and you; cannot 
be ignorant they defign to oblige yon to take the) 
Vows; rcflecl only how miferable you would be, 
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if that ihould happen, you would infallibly langtflfh 
all your Life: take Courage, the Time preiTes let us 
take this Interval to afcettam our Felicity ? what 
can happen from it, tho' we ftrould be discovered ? 
Says I quite (truck, what do you mean ? Let us be- 
ware that nobody fufpe&s our Correspondence, you 
would ruin me. I have tokJ you the Reafons that 
obliged— — J- know that replies Mtlicourt haftily* 
but if once you go into the Convent, I ihall never 
fee you again, you will be compelled to become a 
Nun, and there will be an end of all my Hopes. 
Alafs! cried I how ihall I prevent-it? Dare but do 
what \ tell you, continues MeUcourti Bretigny has 
been preffing me this fortnight, to marry her, at firft 
I oppofed it, but I have fince thought I could take 
that Opportunity to unite us. What's that I ungrate- 
ful Man, cried| I, mifundcrllanding what he faid, 
can you forget your Oaths, who you are, and betray 
.me to that Degree 1 Ah! why do you reproach me, 
fays my Lover, is it to forget you to feek the Mean* 
of uniting us for ever? Adieu, here comes fome- 
body, continues he, I will give you an Account 
of my Project as foon as I can, and if you Love 
me as fincerely as you have given me Room to 
flatter myfelf, we (hall cafily furmount all Obftacles. 

We were obliged to Part, he flipped into one of 
the Alley's* and feeing my Mother come I went to 
meet her: altho' (he had arm'd herfeif againft her 
natural tendernefs for me, ihe save me continual 
Marks of it under the Name of Niece. 

In the mean while my Father returned from 
Court: His Arrival decided my Lot; they declared 
to me that in eight Days I mould go into a Convent 
I had no reafon to expect otherwife, I was not pre- 
pared for this Stroke; from that Time my Averiion 
to the Cloyfter grew manifeft. I had not feen Meli* 
court of three Days, I thought I had a thoufand 
Things to fay to him. I went into* tho Garden to 

try 
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fry to walk away my Uaeafinefs which Grief paint- 
ed on my Face. 

I was joft going in again, when I faw at a Dift- 
ance Melicourt coming up to me finging; I took it 
heinoufty ill of him* Yon are very happy for yoor 
Part, fays I, when he was come near me, to rejoice 
whilft I cry; I believe yon intend it me as a Favour, 
that I may leave the World with lefs regret. Fie ! 
charming Minute, fays he, putting on a forrowfui 
Countenance, how cruel is your Reproach, and how 
little do you know me ; if I have appeared eafy, 'tis 
becanfe it now depends on you to unite us with in* 
diilbluble Bonds; the Day is fix'd, the Prieft is 
ready; Bretigny, that Woman in other Things fo 
difcreet, has engaged him ; he is her Coulin, a Pre* 
ceptor, about two Leagues off, this Man owes every 
thing to her: She has explained the whole Matter 
to him, and he will do every thing ihe defires ; me 
will have the Ceremony performed in the Night, and 
will keep it fecret till ihe be gone from heuce. I 
have, pretended to agree to all this, intending there- 
by to engage us too more than ever. The Preceptor 
is to be here to Night, he knows me, I have feen 
him feveral Times on this Affair. There is no dif- 
tinguiihing Objects in the Night Time. In fie ad of 
performing the Ceremony at 2 o'Clock, I will ad- 
vance the Time, and you and I will be in the Chapel 
at Twelve; the bad Light, and the head Draft you'll 
have on covering your Face, will befriend the Pro- 
ject. In fine when we are joined we (hall do very 
well for the Reft. I could hot help laughing at this 
pleafant Contrivance; but.it gave way to ferious and 
preffing Thoughts, that occur 'd to me. The Stra- 
tagem is practicable, replied I, but where would be 
the Ufe of it, if it did fucceed ! By the little Know* 
ledge X have of the World, I plainly fee'fuch a 
Marriage js not according to Form ; but fuppofe it 
ihould i>e, fince I fhall be fbre'd to hide it, fhall I 
go the lefs to the Convent? For my Departure is 

unalterably 
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Unalterably fixed fince my Faher's return j perhaps 
they have fcefh Reafons for burying me alitfe ra a 
Cloyfler. *Tia for this fteafon, replies Melt court % 
tryit we muft lay hold of this Opportunity. We wiH 
iy, the wide W6rld lies 'before us. Arc you not 
fenfiblc of the Cruelty they fhew in your Regard, 
continued Melt court to influence me, feeing me fluc- 
tuating; the fhameful Sacrifice they are going t& 
make of your Liberty, your Birth right and Fortune 
of which they will fruftrate you under the mod fri- 
volous Pretences ! is not all thh fufficitnt to alarm 
^ou ! Ah I dear Mi£//*.yo£ing as I am, theie things 
flrike me with Horror; I know the Refpeft and O- 
bedience we owe our Parents, bdt it is hot forbid ht 
|uch a Cafe to feek for the Means' of putting them 
<$n Mind, that they that gave us Birth 5 but no more 
Of this I agree with you that we (hall be remov'd 
from one another:. If you pnee enter the Cloyfler 
ivho can refcue yo"u from thence ? in what manner, 
fays I, will this Marriage to prevent it? to run away 
is what I can never bring myfelf to: if you declare 
"this Match I am undone; if you conceal it, it will 
Ik the the fame Thing to me? pray how do yoo 
propole to come olF with Mrs. Bretigny: I fuppofc 
you intend to Marry her? I'tould not helj> laughing 
at thefe laft Words; my Lover did ib too, notwith- 
standing his ferious Face. Youth will aflert its Pri* 
"Viledge. Good God, my dear Mhuttt , *ikys he put* 
ting on his Air of importance *gain, you are migh- 
ty prudent f you overwhelm me with Difficulties * 
that I did not forefee. It is what we mud think of 
/or all that, fays I: at prefent all I can<&y to yon is 
that I will fuffer the laft Extremity before Iwtll be. 
xome a Nun: I have an invincible Repugnance to 
it, and I will lay Any thing in the World you are the 
Caufe of it. O very well, continued Mtltceurt, I 
Hand then to my firft Propofal, I may poffibly im- 
prove it but be fore yoo hoM yourfelf in readinefs,! 
will come ind fetch you when it is Time, hfy Iap- 


eer quitted me in ptentunciag tbele Weeds, and t 
return'd to my Mother's Apartment ia a terrible 
Agitation. However, I behaved myfelf fo as not to 
let her perceive it: I was taking up my Work, bat 
fhecall'd me. Draw near the ,fcire, Niece fays (he, 
I want to ipeak to you ; I did: fo, not fufpeAinB 
what fhe had to fay to me; in this Difcourfe, all 
the Ob/e&ioiu vaaHhed I had formed from my low 
Education, agnail the Projcft of the Night, and to 
which I Had before this, a moll insurmountable Re* 
pugnance. 

You know very weM Minute, fays my Mother- 
who you are; from the Time I firft faw you, I had 
Compaifioa>of your Condition, it is on tkat Account 
I hare pr^fer'd yon. You kept Sheep, you was at 
all Times esepos'd to the Extremity of Heat* and 
Colds ; own to me how many hundred Times yo« 
lamented this your Life, and fee what I have done ? 
in- Order that you might be the more coniider'd, I 
take yon to my Houfc, where you pafi for my Niece: 
You feem » deferve my Regard, I mull try to com- 
pteat your ffapptnefs. I am fending you to a Nunne- 
ry, f*ay*o the Lord tt> keep you there, the World 
U 'All *>fr Trouble; thofe that are bom to be «h* 
Hajpfristf i»>jtj groan under iu Dkaypointmentt j 
evdry Stop we make chagrins «s; if yon kad more 
Experience I would convince you by a hundred Eg* 
amples before your own Eyes. Marriage for People 
of your Sort, is a Source of Troubles, not to tries* 
tion die Rtik of fatting into bad Hands. Befidea 
the Aaa^evs and Mktfbrtuoe that attends it, eke D*. 
ratf of whiohi^ filing. Lo4k therefore on the 
Cftoyfter ttiritfcei jpou are going, a* a firfe Part agwafl 
aH the Storms oftkis Life, vtbeto yptfli hereto rely 
OiekcrWl from all <hefe Roeks, if the Grate has a 
frightful Afp«a, cafftom will render it pleafaot and 
eafy ; if U m Retirement we truly enjoy oarfelves a 
Hetffqi* is tefiga'd with great Dificulty, by those 
etto have had an early Acquaktaaee wtth its {iue- 
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kily for' yon, 'til not your Cafe) but a very little 
Refle&ion gets the better of the Diflikes of the 
Children or this World, When the Qccaiions are 
removed, they difappear of Coorfe: You will not 
refemble thofe religious Perfons, detach 'd from the 
World indeed, yet who not only carry the Remem- 
brance of it in their Hearty but even look on it in 
their Parlour, as through a Window, from whence 
they never retire but with conftantRegret for having 
emorac'd that State of Life. For your Part, dear 
Mfnette, it will not be your Cafe, the Simplicity of 
your Heart will make you find a thoofand Charms : 
Taken up with the Thoughts of your Salvation, 
with a tranquil Life and a thouiand innocent A mufe- 
roents, yon will pafs away your Days in Serenity 
and Peace of Mind : I will come fometimes to par- 
take and envy your Happinefa. 

Thefe laft Words feem'd to foften my Mother; 
her Eyes were full, (he drove to hide her Tears by 
turning away and covering her Face; I was too 
much mov'd, to difpute any part of Nature's Right 
over me. Ah dear Mother, cried I, throwing my- 
felf at her Feet what have I done, that yon mould 
make me a Sacrifice? She embraced me; thefe 
Words efcaped me, and my Paffion got the better 
of the Rule I had impos'd on myfelf, never to be* 
tray my Secret. 

My Mother however understood but half the im- 
port of thefe Words. The Time was favourable. 
Ah ! why did J not take hold of it. Quite pofieis'd 
with my Ignorance on this SubjecV and fuftatn'd by 
the aforeiaid Reafons, fhe began again. .You are 
in the Right, continued me, my dear Mi*eNe p to call 
me a Mother, yes you are in the Right, I repeat it, 
you will know, one Day, when you are a Nun, 
that I am really (o. This Word Nun pierced my 
Heart, and fuch Cruelty towards me, fufpended the 
Sentiments I had for my Mother* { thought no 
more but how I mould (hatch myfelf from the State 

they 
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they defign'd for me. Policy took the Place of filial 
Tendernefs. I conftrain'd myfclf, and kept op the 
Converfation with fo much Calmnefs that 'twas ira* 
poffible to know by my Countenance what pafs'd in 
my Heart. 

People coming in upon Bofinefs, I took the 
Opportunity to go and find Melicourt. I went back- 
wards and forwards, my Enquiry was in vain. Into 
the Garden, into the Back-Court, I afe'd for him 
every where, nobody had feen him : My Heart 
trembled, it prefaged fomething Fatal Prognoftick ! 
I went out of the Cattle an .1 came into a Lane that 
Jed to'the Village ; I thought at the End of this Lane 
I (hoald find my JLover. Alas! do we carry in our 
.Hearts the Tokens of what is to come ? Ah, Madam 
what do I fee (forgive my Tears} a Chaife and four 
Men who feize Melicourt; he fees me, he cries out, 
he refi&s, vain Efforts he is now a great Diftance f 

This Sight had fo ftartled me I flood immoveable ; 
as long as the Chaife fixed my Eyes I remained in 
that Poliure, as foon as it was gone I Wept bitterly \ 
Happily for me that I was alone, nobody heard mf 
Lamentations. 1 came in, like one diltra&ed, Sup- 
per was ready, the Bell had rung, they were look- 
ing for me. The firft I met was Brttigny t Ihe had 
a Joy in her Face that foon vanimed when I tol4 
her what had juft happened. Oh! Heaven, Ihe 
cried, quite furious, what is it you fayr I am in 
Defpair. You (hall know the Reafon another Time j 
go and fet down to Supper, I'll run to the Village 
and know what's the Matter; noftay, you are all 
in Tears, poor Child, good natur'd Thing! Come 
along with me, they will be afiting what ails you : 
On this, away (he* runs; we came to the Inn where 
this Scene was tranfacled. The Refpecl they had 
for Brnigny whom they look'd upon as the Miftrefs, 
made 'em anfwer immediately to her Queftions-, 
and they give us this Account. 
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Four Days ago, faya the Landlord, a Geatleman 
tame here in the Evening, with three more Men ** 
he pab'd for alftecruitkg Officer; hi* fak Queflkm* 
were, who Kv'd at the Caitle, and what Kving there 
was there. Voa know, Madam, continued the .Land* 
loud, it is my Buibefj to pleafe all the World, I fa- 
tit fied him, the Captain fpent his Money very freely* 
bat what furpriz'd me was that he eat with hie 
Men, and inftead of running about like tfaofe that 
fecrnk, and are upon the Watch for young Fellem* 
he kept clofc. One of his Comrades went out from 
Time to Time, and as foon as he came in, fpoke to 
him privately. This Humour was carried on till 
this Day, without my troubling myself about k, be* 
caufe he paid me very well, , 

About an Hour ago, Madam, this pretended Cap* 
tain warming himfefi at the Kitchen Fire, iasd atonst 
to one of his Servants* go and tell that yooeg Mess 
who yon fee coming out of that House, there ts One 
here would /peak a Word with him. Mr. B*Hnb 
(for 'tis by that Name MeUcourt w^n* at the Cafttt) 
came in a Minute. The poor Lad little thought of 
what was preparing for him. Before he entered the 
Inn, the Officer whifperVl in my Ear : Yon nee 
going to fee a little BuftJe, Landlord, fcy* he; can 
you guefs who that young Man is that I've Jent for-? 
No truly, anfwcr'd I ferpraVl, I know him he das* 
Jhifincfc for. our Lord, and every body gives Mm a 
good Word. What is there any Thsig bad ngiisnt 
him, we all love him. I believe you. lays die Of- 
ficer, and 'tis becaufe he is beloved elfewhere we are 
going to take him away. I give you warning tn 
cafe he Jhouid pretend to refift, to be quiet : lie is 
Son to M. < fr Counfellor in the Parliament of 

&?— •— he is a loofe one, awd went away without fay* 
ing a Word ; we have been in fearch of him ever 
£nce, only for M/ de /J.. Lord of Bije, who knew 
this young Man carrying a Letter to a Preceptor* 

and 
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and had often (ttn him at his Father'*, we JhouM 
not have known where he was. 

The Valtt it CbamBrc, for fuch he was, had 
icarce pronounced thefe Words, But the yoang Man 
came ; he inftantly knew his Father's Servant, and 
turn'd as pale as Death. Come Sir, fays the Vatel 
de Cbambre, take Courage, there is no harm ; I'm 
glad to hate found you > you moil along with as, 
your Father expe&s you. During this Difconrfe the 
poor Boy would have e&aped ; but feeing himfelf 
collar^, fought like a Dragon though the Number 
overpowered htm, and in fpite of his Efforts, they put 
him into a Chaife ready for that Purpofe. They 
have fcarce been gone a Moment. 

BrHigny was fp aftoniftv'd at this News, that ihe 
went away without anfwering one Jingle Word. As 
foon as we were got by ourlelves, fhe fqueez'd me 
by the Hand, and began to cry bitterly, I joined 
.in Chorus very fincerely; this poor Woman em- 
braced me with AiFe$ion, imagining my Tears to 
be the Effect of my Companion. She gave me my 
Lefibii as we wept along, what I was to fay when 
we came to the Cattle, ieaft when they (hould know 
this Adventure, it ihouid appear that we had any 
fort of Concern in it. 

Three Days after this cruel Accdent, fpent, as 
you may well believe, in Tears, my Mother brought 
me hither: I was received with a great deal of 
Kindnefs and Friendihip. No -Artifice was left un» 
tryed to induce me to take the Veil. The forrow- 
ful Air 1 had not yet laid afoje, into the Caufe of 
which they did not penetrate, gave room without 
doubt, to think, I had no Relifh for the Cloyfter :. 
This was too contrary to the Interests of the Houfe,. 
by reafon of the Portion they, expected with me» 
not to ufe their utmoft Efforts to make me change, 
sty Mind. Liberty is a charming Thing, I was 
entirely left to jnyfelf ; not being fufpecled of any 
Intrigue. I went, when I would, into the Parlour, 
..- # , j .. y 3 they 
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ftey never loltoWd me, not hearkened after whit f 
faid. Mre/igny would #fW etttne to cry with mefc 
file told rrtt fhe intended to $o to Af^ — to gertfeme 
TSttii^s^rtet'Mov'dMgtibi. Atal HWIe did Iht 
kft»w Wkf| what4m>atkn*e I flglftl to lifcaf 4roA 
the deaf Man. 

On* ©ay «s J W** walking %y *yft4f ki tile Gar- 
cten wrfh a ftodk, that pfegkMis Book 1 tnefctid*efl 
111 the Beginning of my Story, fend Which I ; Jb riwch 
Valued, becaufe h belonged ta toy Lover, the Noli 
Who Waited at (he Torn, eatae and told me, there 
W» an Officer, who edited htaftfclf my Relation, 
Waited for me in the Pirlofcr : This *Jewa ftartfed 
me i I did not know wlio this <<odtf %e, imleft 
It were fori* Body wfcte tante froriv my Lttve* I 
flew to thfc Parlour; featt* wai i entered, wfeefi 
the Sound of a well known and mtrfh iov*d Voice, 
4wift as Lightning re&cVd my Heart. I* it yoti 

•hen, faid I lo him, h it you? — I had not 

Power to fay any more. Drawing near J gave him 
my Hand thro* the Grate, fce4oofc it, hemoifteri'd 
it whh his Teats, he hurt me, he knelt down, he 
cried, he talk'd, and all this Without my being at 
all fenfible of the Matter* 

The Nun was at this part of the Story, When 
fbmebody came and interrupted her, to tell ns they 
were sin the Refectory ; we got up and agreed to 
return to my Chamber after Dinner was over. 

I will not defcribe to you the modeft, quiet man- 
ner, in which thirty of thefe hdly Women aevout- 
ly made their Meal. I Was taken up tokh Weightier 
Cares, , and if I had been obliged to give you an 
account of a pious Le&tfre, that was then made, 
k would have very mach puzled me. The Superi- 
or rang a Bell that was over her Head : tKrery Bo. 
iy rote from Table, Grace wa* raid : Bai*t Agnt* 
and I returned to my Chamber, where fhe refomtd 
kcr Story, which *aij bt fcen in thte fourth PaW. • 

PART 
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PART IV. 


AS (ton a* I wa* recow'fl fnem the Biforder 
into- which the Sight ofay Lover toad thrown 
me, J wanted toltnow, to what lucky Accident I 
ttw ? d (b xrhantotag a Pteffire, and after what Maa* 
ser he hail made his Efcape from his Father'* 
frfwrie. Cotfld yoo one Moment doubt, cried he, fo 
maeii inwove as I -am, that I ihoaid not find an Op- 
portunity Of retnrntng to you, fuppofmg even things 
had not taken the fortunate" Tarn, they now 'have t 
NMtfag*c*n ever (hake my Corrfhmcy ; if you ton* 
tinue in the fame Sentiments ——Can yon doubt it, 
tftogratefel Mfen, fays 1 ? the Teats I have med in 
jrdur Afeftnce, and the Alteration you may -entity 
p&tdr+d fo me, are hot too fore Proofs, mtiamt 
tranfported- with this Acknowledgment, at which 
however he dught not to have been much furprifed,. 
•xpreJTed his Sentiments for me in the tendered 
Manner; I enquired into the moil minute Circum- 
ftancesof what had befallen him, ever fince the Mo- 
merit be was forc'd from me. I began, by impart* 
ing totorm the present Situation of my Affairs : We 
fhaU put an ertd to them, replied he, if you will 
ertter into the hwftl Meaftires I iha!! propOfc to you> 
Btft in 'order to prepare you for it, I mud give 
you an exact Detail of ail that has happetTd to me 
foce I raw yon. 

- You have n6 room to donbt, lovely Mfotrti, con- 
tihu&t Aktiamrt, of the Anfoim that feized my 
Sour, wfcen Ifawmyfclf taken; I wearied aHthofe 
rMt J had a HtmS m carrying me off. The Fate 

dt "Ctrorffrt : c*HW -a thoufod Timts the Con- ' 
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miffion he had undertaken ; in reality, he had 
enongh to do; and if it had not been for the 
Precaution they took, and the conftant Watch 
they kept over me, I ihould have- abandoned my- 
fclf to til the Excels of my Paffion. In this Con- 
dition I arrived at my Father's Houfe ; they gave 
him an Account of all my Extravagancies, of my 
refilling to take any Suftenance ; on this Confidera- 
tion, he changed the Conduct he had propofed to 
himfelf in my regard, and, iaftead of the Chaftrfe- 
ment he intended for me, treated me with great 
Lenity > nothing would appeafe me ; is there any 
Confolation for a Perfon truly in Love ? All this 
Complaifance was to no Purpofe, I was determined 
not to eat till I was at Liberty, all poflibje Endea» 
vours were thought of to compel me to it. I per* 
fevcr'd in this Frenzy, and after lying four Days in 
continual Tranfports of Paffion, on the feventh I' 
was feezed with a Fever. 

Here I interrupted Meli«mrt f to let him know 
how fenfible I was of thefe Proofs of his Love ; he 
was touched with the Marks of my Tendernefs and 
thus refumed his Difcourfe. 

When my Father found the Thing to be ferious, 
(for he always imagined that anderhand they brought 
me Victuals) he came to me the better to clear op 
his Doubts ; the Condition in which he found me, 
ftartled him extremely ; nothing left than my Life 
was at Stake : This was evident, and he was. very 
feniibly affected; taking me by the Hand, he. a- 
waken'd me from the Doling into which the Vio- 
lence of my Illnefs had thrown me, and gave me his 
Word of Honour, if I would admit of fome Affif- 
tance for the Re-eft a blifhment of my Health, he 
would leave me quite at Liberty to go where I 
pleafed. I could depend upon his Word ; bis fa- 
vourable Promifes indueed me, in my turn, to be 
gpverned and become all Obedience. In order to- 
give him the firH Proofs of it, I took fome Broth. 

before 
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Wort Urn ; the Houfeirmg with Jay *c tM» Change 
t*me: My Mother *aa fed to cry, wh s dfe <*rttirtttal 
Team eosjtd fitter sndoeeany ftoaar to> aAaft I de- 
fined: Shecasnato my Bed fide, aed eftisYrated me 
wsdr the 'mod lively Transports, confirming to me 
what my fcadier fead faid, and added on her Side all 
tltaf ioomd contribute an my entire Satisfaction ; bat 
all her Tenderncfs had like to have beea to no Per* 
pafe : The snariy Dap I had been without taking 
any Tfciajj, had ieniadamed my Habit of Body ana 
Mra'd jfty titaaSach it woakl retain nothing* and I 
lay Iwo Days at Deaths Door. 

IChe Exfticmky to which I was reduced, foon put 
an Ead to the joy ehey had conceited 4rf my Reco- 
very j Tears and Apprehensions Succeeded in its 
Plates my ^Mosher never went from my Bed-fide, 
teerev tr through their great Cafe and A&daity t 
recovered by Decrees, mid a Fortnight after they 
jadsjqd itae out *f Xfcater* 

When I <fas»i Jayfiflf ia * Condition t6 rjftfc, niy 
Mcahdr Wiaved herMf iH^orh * Manner *s tor gate 
tar Qoaajdeace, by tenderly complying with -me da 
am Qdcafions « I made her aeaeafatesl with the SK 
eaadon my. Heart was ja> and yon arc fedfiWe, 
dear M**m, iliat could net be without betraying 
yatJr Socmt, ftr witiehi a* yea a MUMoir of ftiv 
doasi batj'thoargfat it>a4itwfai JtaWfcretion m.pt^ 
dar to teaaard the Fotat, £ tad prepared do myfejf. 
My" Jrfether beerl yo^ Htttery wftfc Aftotfifltorttif, 
Ae atestt dfreftiy aad tehMt my Father, Whole Sur- 
prise was ftitt greater ; he would be fatiafied -of *H 
theft Particulars from my own Month, I made him 
Mailer of the whole Affair you had imparted to me, x 
as well as I coald : He promk'd to tatoe it into his' 
seriosM Confideratson, fee 4aid you had Equity on 
your Side, and if there could be the lead Proof of 
90QY §ttth, began* irisOonfeat to out ©akin, and 
abas 4re would >a0tn>4 ma Ut ttttftaste far fne act- 
oomplt&ing all my Sefigas, 
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Imagine nty Joy, adprabJc Mowtfr, upon this 
Promife coming from inch * worthy Father, whole 
Weight and Authority were fore Warrants of its 
Succeft , I would have thrown myfeif at hi3 Feet, 
hewith-hdd me and prevented it; the ardent De- 
fire I had of feeing yon again, and bringing yon 
thefe good Tidings, foon restored me to a perfed 
State of Health 

In the mean Time my, Father who had not for* 
got his Promife, did not permit me to languid* : He 
told me the Law was on yonr Side, O charming 
Minettt, and that the Proofs which I had allcdged * 
were fufKcient for you to be londly proclamcd the 
Daughter of Mwfitur de > t hat all we had to fear, 
was that being in the Power of your Parents, no* 
body would care to cfpoufe your intereft I aflt'd 
him his Advice thereon, and his Anfwer was, that 
it was not proper for him. to advife on the like Oc- 
cafion, bat were he in my Place, he ihouH purfue 
it with the utmoft Vigour and Refolntion. Thefe 
Words were as fo many Oracles to me, and I knertr 
how to expound them; I gain'd a Chaplain to my 
Intereft, who had been formerly my Tutor ; I com- 
municated, to him my Defigna, hinting, at the fame 
Time to him the tacit Confent my Father had ex- 
prefled to me* acquainting, him likewise of bow 
much Confequence it was to expedite Ithis Affair * 
this Man who had the Care of my Education, and 
who knows, perhaps better than I the Views of him 
who gave me Life, has promifed rale his Afiftance, 
and has all the kind Difpefitioos in my Retard, I 
can defire : Having taken thefe Meafures, I came 
away immediately : Judge of my Defpair, upon 
miffing you at the Place where I had left yon ; I 
fpent three Days in purfuit of you, till I found you 
herei 

At prefent it is your Turn, my dear Minttt$ % to 

five me. a Proof of the Affeftion, with which you 
ave fo often flatter 'd me; if you love me fincerely, 

yon'il 
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yoall not hefitate one Moment to make your £• 
{cape, and go along with me ; yon (hall plight your 
Faith to me, and I will do the fame to yon on my 
Side; from thence I wiJl condu& you to my Fa* 
ther's, who will inftruft us in taking the proper 
Meafures our prefent Circumftance* require; you 
find a fecond Mother more aiFe&ionate, and more 
indulgent than her who has abandoned you to your 
ill Stars ; in a word, O Mimtt$ t you will compleat 
my Happinefs f 

At this Place Meticpurt ftopp'd, and fixed his 
Eyes tenderly on me, expe&ing my Anfwer ; I re- 
mained thoughtful for a long while, an extreme 
Perplexity agitated my Mind ; what Torments one 
fuffers on Arch Occafions 1 I was doubtful and could 
not determine with.myfelf: My Lover eafily per- 
ceived my Incertitude ; he continued to lay before 
me the moll moving and molt powerful Reafons ; 
The better to perfnade me, he recalled to my Re- 
membrance the Situation in which I was placed, 
by my Parent!, feeder Regard, fo diferent from 
what my Birth, and the Ties of Blood required : 
He did not forget to make roe fenfible that I was 
a V&tim, they were facrifkwg to.a fordid Intercft 
tb&y had ibf& in. View j in -one Word, that I was 
loft if I did take a vigorous Refolution j that I 
ihaujd |)6 obliged Very (hortly to take the Veil; 
that my Profeffion would enfue, and that once done, 
there was no longer any Hopes, He faid a great 
deal : more, equally convincing, making me clearly 
fee the Barbarity there was, in rendering me unhap- 
py*, for the Sake of a Sifter who ought to be no 
dearer than royfelf; this determined me, Retire, 
my Shepherd, faid I to him, I fear they will mif« 
tfiil fo long a Convention ; be here again to mor- 
row at this Time, I promife you an Anfwer, and I 
fancy you will not be diiTatisfied with it. 
• fcjptgrn'd to the Houfe in an Agitation eafily to 
be conceived : The Averiion i had to the Cloyfter 
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itftlmfed m* joyfelfy to embrace the honourable 
Mnn« proposed to me for quitting it ; but on the 
63be* Side, I judged the Step (o dangerous, 1 could ' 
not come to a Resolution Notwithstanding my low 
Education, Blood fupptied its Denctency and my 
Birth averted its Rights. I thought it was offend- 
kg in point of Honour and Decency, t& quit at 
Convent where I was placed, to follow a young 
Man blinded perhaps by his Pafiion : The Remain. 
der of that pay, and the Night following, I pafled 
in cruel Incertitude. At laft Love and the Hatred 
of a Convent carried the Day ; I believed myftjf 
*2c*&&e as to thofe who had given me Life, fine* 
tiiey not only difclamed me as their Daughter, but 
Seated me with unparailei'd Severity. After weigh* 
ing thefe Considerations, 1 inclined to the Side that 
called me to Happutefs, the Advantages that wow 
proposed, appeared to me to be folid ; I had a Pa*, 
ther and Mother who refufed to let me call them by 
that Name, I found others who embraced that Title 
without any Merits on my Side $ I took no Notice 
to myfelf that it was the Hufband alone prevailed; 
be it as it will, I entirely delivered myfelf op to 
thefe pleating Ideas, and thought of nothing but bf 
what Means I could get out of the fatal Content 
with the greateft Privacy* ' '• / * % > 

What cannot Love eflec~U Difficult as it watto 
snake my Efcape without being difcowed, this did 
not perplex me; an Expedient occur*d prefeaffy, and 
fpem'd to promife Succeft. i had taken a Fancy to 
the Poroefs, fhe was merry and good oatur'd, and 
her Employment engaged her in various Affairs, f 
I feidbm -quitted her, aad' enjoyed cbe Company of 
all thbfc who went backwards and forward? to the 
Turn, as well as the News that was ilfrdng ( Id< 
tea took an Opportunity of aniweriag for thoPor- 
trefs, and to be wich her when fte ooetVd tho 
Gates, as often as the Affair* of die Hovfc reouk'd 
it./ 
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The Keys of the Inclofure were hung op in the 
Parlour, the Grate opened upon the outward Por- 
trefs's Room, it often happened that t was alone at 
the Door, I was perfectly well acquainted with all 
the Ways about the Houfe, and it was upon this 
Idea I form'd my Meafnres. 

MeHcowt was pundual to his Appointment, I 
communicated my Thoughts to him ; he hefitated 
upon the Apprehcnfion he had, of my being fur. 
pnVd in the Execution of my Defign, in which 
Cafe we mould never have had the like Opportune ' 
ty again, or elle I mould run a Rifle of being once 
more removed by my Parents j in his Opinion it 
was better to wait till Night-Time; I convinced 
him how difficult that would be, for as foon as 
Night came, according to the Rules of the Houfe 
the Portrefs brought the Keys of the Inclofure into 
the Superior's Chamber. I bid him be of good 
Courage, and fhew'd him, that provided he had his 
Cnaife in readinefs at fome Diftance from the Con- 
vent Gate, and he could depend upon his Horfes, 
K would be eafy for me. to juirfp into the Vehicle ; 
and being once got into a Village, there would be 
no Danger of being ftop'd, although they were to 
lee me in the very Jnftant of my Flight ; that the 
only critical Moment was the opening the G«te f 
but fince I was once determined, I mould take my 
Meafurcs fo juftly and in (o favourable a Time as 
not to be furpriz'd in the Fart. Mtlicoun agreed 
with me pn the Feafiblenefs of this Enterprizl he 
was charm d with it; having fettled what was to 
be done, we parted and from that Inftant he held 
himfelf in readinefs : I never could get a favourable 

w£™t S XfiP** t0 ^° r A 8 recm «"> the AiFair 
was put off till the next Day. 

-flF?'* *" Nigbt in rhc moft »<*«* Anxiety 
#f Mind, nor ever went to Bed: What feemU to me 

u S^! n S ^ c j£ atlon ' a PP«a*l much more difficult 

in Prance: What comforted me was that I was 
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not in die Icaft fafpe&ed, and at I eenenQp ifcfe 
late, I was refolv'd to execute my Deiign wbilft 
they were at Maths, Mother Portrefs was accuf- 
tom'd never to miA being prefent, and it was her 
Pra&ice before me went, to pat the Key of the firft 
Door into the Tarn that belonged N to the outward 
Portrefs, that they might be able to do the Bafincfs 
of the Houfe ; I left the Door of my Cell on Farr, 
by which, Mother Portrefs was obliged to pais ; I 
beard her by the gingllne of her Keys, and knew 
her Step; I (laid till £e had done her Bofinefs 
and was gone to Choir ; as foon as I thought (he 
was there, I ran to the Parlour. You may judge of 
my Joy when I efpied the Keys, I feiz'd 'em and 
opened the Door of the Indofure : I had the Pre* 
fence of Mind to (hot it after me, and carry away 
the Keys that 1 might have Time to join my Lover, 
having all the Reafon in the World to apprehend 
being difcovered by an old Portrefs, who happen* 
ed to be up, and who had aiked twice <w£s's there 9 
and rang her Bell, nneafy without doubt, not to 
hear any Body anfwer. 

My Prudence in locking the Door was whatfaved 
me. Otherwife I (hould infallibly have been brought 
back again, on account of my being fo long before 
I could get open the Street Door, which had a very 
difficult Lock : The Nuns were run up to a Window, 
faw my Deiign and cried out for Aroltance : happily 
for me 'twas early in the Morning, and nobody paf- 
fing by at that Time. Melicourt upon tha Watch, 
as you may imagine, ran up with a Footman to the 
Door, and ufed all his Efforts to force k open ; feeing 
him fo near I recovered my Spirits, and having be* 
thought myfelf of making nfe of another Key in 
order to have the greater Force in taming that which 
was in the Lock, it opened all at once : I fcrearo'd 
for Joy, and threw myfelf into MiHcourf* Arms, 1 
not without trembling however from Head to Foot. 
The Nuns, desperately enraged at my Flight, conti- 
nued 
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treed flieir Cries, and we could hear them at aDiftance 
from the Village. We went Poft that whole Day, 
without flopping, and lay in a French Village where 
we were out of Danger of being taken. The Chap* 
lain whom MslUourt mentioned to me, waited for us 
in this Place ; and Suitable to the Defign, he had 
given Notice to the Curate, that he intended to fay 
Mafs the next Morning at break of Day. Under this 
JVetext he married us, in Prefence of four Peafants 
-who were Witneues, and iigned a Marriage-CcrtifU 
cate {ready for that Purpofe) not fufpefting the lead 
Contrivance. After this, we fet out with mutual Sa- 
tisfaction ; for my Part, I was extremely pleas'd to 
-follow a Huiband I lov'd ! and glad to reconcile my 
Inclination with my Duty. 

The Valet de Qkambrt who was on Horfe-back went 
^before 40 M— — *whefe he mjptiz % d]Mr*fieur~4md Ma- 
jdame wkMtUemrt with what had happened ; die kind 
Reception I found, made me easily forget the finall 
■Regard my real Parents fhew'd ane ; it was nothing 
but Daughter and dear Daughter at every Word; 
the whose Houfe ador^ me, and I had all the Rea- 
son imaginable to blefs my Lot: Sut-alas! how 
-cruel ane the Turns of Fortune, this prov'd but a 
4haft£aJm that was foon to be followed by a dread- 
£mirltairm! Ahf I cannot Defied on it without brine 
irintiwita Horror, hbmfinm-de Me&c*urt> who wiih'd 
. SMwttth alefe it jnight be made appear who I was, 
.fading considerable Advantages in my Alliance, by 
reafon of the large Eftate that devolv'd to me, in 
cafe It came to be confirmed, he having but a fmall 
*ne, regulated my Affairs, and from the Jnftrudi- 
jons I Jmd given him, drew up his Rcmonftrance 
corroborated with undeniable Teftimonies. He had 
been with the Gardiner and his Wife, at whofe 
Houfe I had been brought up as their Daughter : 
in order not to alarm theie poor People, he pretend- 
ed he came from Madame de — — - and the more ea- 
fily to impofe upon them gave them fame Money Is 

Q^a an 
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an extraordinary Reward for the Care they had taken 
of me : Daring the Cdnverfation he had with them 
on this Subject, two indifferent Witneffes, very cre- 
ditable Perfons, were prepared and placed for that 
Purpofe. My pretended Parents, who miftrufted 
nothing, ana look'd on Monjieur de Melicourt as a 
Steward to Monfieur and Madame de ■ » made no 
My fiery of an Affair, with which he feem'd (a well 
acquainted ; in fine, he was perfe&Iy fatisfied with 
his Journey ; but his Nicety in doing every Thing 
according to Form, ruin'd as; he threw off the 
Mafic, as foon as he had got what he defired oat 
of thefe People, he forgot his Character of Steward 
and aflumed the Commiffioner, obliged 'em to fign 
an Acknowledgment purporting that I was none of 
their Daughter but the Daughter of Madame de — 
The Gardener, upon this, as well as his Wife, gnefs'd 
they had been pumping the Secret oat of them} and 
fearing leaft my Mother mould exprefs her Refeitt* 
ment againft them for it, they were no fooner at 
Liberty bat they run to acquaint her: The Un- 
certainty my Father was in on Account of my 
Flight, and who was underhand making ftrid En- 
quiry after me, clear'd up the Gardiner's Rela- 
tion ; he foon learnt the Sequel of the Adventure, 
and the Name of my Protectors. The Bnfinefs 
appeared to him of two much Moment to admit 
of any Delay ; he immediately took Poft and went 
to Court to prevent any ill Confequence that might 
arifc from it. 

in the mean Time my Hufband's Father, having 
fettled my Affairs, font me with his Son to an 
Mate at two Leagues Diftance from him; as he 
thought proper to conceal our Marriage and not de- 
clare it till he was obliged, he apprehended the Town 
was too publick. Since he efpous'd my Intereft, 'tis 
not for me to determine, whether he pitched upon 
wrong Methods, but if I may judge of it from the 
ttauequences he could not have atted more cruelly; 

perhaps 
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perhaps a different Conduit in him might have ref- 
ined both Melicourt and myfetf from fo hard a Fate ! 
But what do I lay, where is the Place that is oat of 
the Reach of Sovereign Power ! 

One Night as we lay quietly afleep,- we wem 
wakened by our Servants, who came rufhing into our 
Chamber all in Tears : Ah ! faid they, with what 
Misfortunes are we threatned ? the Caftle is filPd 
with Martial-Men, and he that heads them, fays he, 
is come 'in the King's Name. Whilft they were 
faying this, in came two Exempts ; both of them 
fignified their Orders to us; my dear Hufband would 
have defended himfelf, but das! what could he 
do againft twenty Men ! for my Part, I did nothing 
but fcream moft dreadfully, bemoan rayfelf and 
cry, but nothing could mollify thefe Barbarians i 
<they forced us afunder. I don't know what the/' 
did with my Hufband : Th6y brought me hither, 
where the firft Thing I faw was my Father and 
Mother; Rage in his Countenance, and her Eyes 
dr6wned in Tears : Well Huffy, fays my Father 
ilernly to me, does it become you to confpirc 
againft thofe who have railed you from nothing ? 
to have Recourfe to Calumny for fetting yourielf 
at Liberty, and getting a Hufband ; you have but 
two Things to reiblve on, forry Wrecch, - either to 
take the Habit To morrow, or periih. Saying this 
he held up his Hand at me . Mind what I lay to- 
yoa | if in two Days you don't a/k to be received 
a Nun ; or if as you nave already done, you pre* 
tend to prate, expeft no longer to find in me a Pro* 
tedtar but an Executioner. With tbefc Words, he 
led me to the Door of the Indofiure, whifper'd the 
Abbefs, and retired!. 

liwn't repeat to your all the Vexations and Re- 
proaches I had to filler from the Superior : En- 
raged at me for the Trick I had play'd, her, in 
awning away from her Houfe, ihct was iacefihntjf 
tormenting me, and for ever telling m, the btft 

9.* 
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Thing for me was blind Obedience ; that Mon- 

Jieur dt he had no Mercy and that aa foon ms 

I had taken the Veil, it behoved me to behave 
in fuch a Manner as to forget my former Life. 
I pao*ed that Night, and the Day following in 
A&idlion, and on the third I enter'd into my No- 
vice- fhip 

I cannot tell, my dear Mifs, continued Saint Ag- 
nes, (for that was the Name of this amiable Perfon) 
what has happened fince that Time, nor what is be* 
come of Melicourt ; all I know for certain, to my 
Sorrow, is, that at the Expiration of the Year ; my 
Father (whom I ought not to call by that Name, 
on Account of his Barbarity,) came here that very 
Day, and fending for me fhut himfelf op with me 
alone, and told me in futh a Tone, that I flill (hud- 
der at the Remembrance of it, if I did not make 
my Profeflion the next Day or the Day after, he 
would come and fetch me away, having taken mod 
allured Means &f feverely revenging himfelf on me 
for my Difobedience. 

In fine, what (hall I fay to yon more ? This 
cruel Sacrifice has bound me for ever, I languid* 
and I figh : They nfe me with more Kindnefs, 'tis 
true, belaufe they think ail is over; but what 
Satisfaction can be made me, who can give me 
an Equivalent for the Torments I endure ? Though 
I hide it from them, I bear in my Heart my 
firft Engagement. Shocking State ! my Profeffion 
condemns thefe Regrets, I am miferable for the 
reft of my Days, and I live in the horrible 
Doubt of my eternal Salvation. On uttering thefc 
Words, the forfowful St. Agnes wept moft bitterly* 
Spoufe of my Heart, (he cried \ (till let me pro- 
nounce that Name fo folcmnly acquired at the 
Foot of the Altar ? Ab ! nothing (hall ever efface 
thy dear Image from my Soul ; Sighs intercepted 
her Speech, I Was molt ienfibly (truck with thia 
Sight, the •Cir^umftaacet I was then in, made it 

affeft 
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afreft me the more, and' partake of her Trouble; 
I did my ntmoft to comfort her, and gave her fuch 
Marks of my Fricndfhip, as to prevail with her fo 
far, as to mitigate her Sorrow. 

I was too much convinced of the Sincerity of 
the tender Confidence St. Agnes placed in me, not 
to manifeft it to her, which I did by difclofing 
my Heart, hiding from her no Part of my Hi£ 
tory. She was pleas'd with thefe Marks of my 
fmcere Attachment and pitied my Sufferings ; 
bat thefe may change, lovely Jenny, continued 
(he; you have the Pleafure of Hopes left you 
Hill : That is not my Cafe in my prefent Situation, 
all 'is loft in- this World for me : Death that puts 
an End to other People's Troubles, opens to me 
the Door to everlafting Putii foments ; which Duty 
muft I comply with, am I a Wife, or a religious 
Woman ? What do I fay ? I am both at the fame 
Time ! Why did not you, fays* I, plead your 
Marriage to Monfieur de ■ when he would oblige 
you to become a Nun ? Did I not, replied St. 
Agnes? he knew it very well. What Name do 
you think he gave our Marriage ? No better 
than Folly and Madnefs : But you ought at leaft 
replied I, to have protefted again ft your Profeflion 
as invalid by Reafon of the Conftraint you were 
under. Ah J how could I, anfwer'd this poor Girl ? 
all the Time of my Novicelhip I never was trolled 
out of Sight : Of what Ufe would it have proved 
to me, after my Profeflion, to rebel, but to have 
excited their greater Severity againft me ? 

The Severity of St. Agntit Lot appeared very 
plain to me : Her Misfortunes fo united me to her, 
and we became fo intimate, as karce ever to leave 
each other : our mutual Confidences proved of great 
Confolation to me ; but I was foon depfiv'd of 
this Relief, and I (hortly experiene'd that Fortune 
Was not weary of perfecuting me. 

Notwith* 
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Notwithstanding one ought not to have any Faith 
on a thousand little Su'perititions, that are apt to 
*reep i«to young People's Minds, yet I could not 
help being ftruck wkh a Dream I had at that 
Time, and which has provd the Prefage of what 
fince befel me. 

One of the Boarders, call'd Rttttwville, the young* 
% t& of feven Sifters, whofe Mother had married a 
young Man of no Fortune in fecond Marriage, could 
.Hot bring herfdf to the Way of living in thoie 
jreligious Boufe* : on this Con fide ration, from .her 
mortal Aver lion to the Monailcry, (he had taken it 
into -her Head that (he was not to ftay there. 
Her Inclination for Marriage, carried her Imagi- 
nation into the wide World, and being of a very 
lively Temper, (he had Recourfe to Pra&ices, which 
an ignorant Pride has devifed for prying into Fu- 
turity. 

Ss. Agw and I were mightily diverted with 
.the Girl's Company : She generally making one in 
our little Parties of Pleafure : Without repofing an 
£Qtire Confidence in her, we were very intimate, 
fuuicularly as to our Averfion to the Cloyfier * 
our Difc urfe frequently run upon the Means,. 
though very chimerical Ones, of obtaining our 
Liberty, and fcarce a Day paiTed but Rcnnevillt 
amnfed us with fome new Diicovery relating to iL 
Though Cards were exprefly foibid, (he was Mif- 
trefs of a Pack which ihe confulted daily, and 
would fain periuade us, inform d her of what 
was to happen, befides this, , flie imagined her* 
felf Miftrefs of fome Secrets with regard to Dreams* 
by which ihe could draw fome Conclusions con- 
cerning Futurity : Though St. Agnts and I were 
above fuch aonJeofical Follies, neverthelefs we often 
amufed ourfelves at h& Expence ; tvtry Morning. 
&e was fure to tell os what Dream ihe had the 
preceeding Night i then ihe obliged us to tell 
Oil*, aU which ihe immediately cxplaia'd ac- 
cording 
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lording to her Rules : Bat when we had a Mind 
to vex her, which was as often as we were tired 
of her Company, it was fufficient to declare, we did 
not believe a Word (he faid : nothing to her could 
be more mortifying. 

One Evening St. A&net and I were mufing bjr 
my Fire-fide, Tte Rennevillt entered the Room with 
an Air that would have fuited the moft joyful 
Tydings ; now at lead, cried me embracing Us, 
you'll no longer fay I, am mad ; here is an in- 
fallible Secret to know our feveral Fortunes by 
Dreams : How glad am I, continued me clapping 
her Hand for Joy. Her Tranfport iet us a 
laughing. Nay, it's no jelling matter * added fhe, 
when you know the Method, you'll be overjoy'd, 
111 lay a Wager. Here, fays ihe pulling a 
Book out of her Pocket, here it is ; ay and in 
print too; I'll leave you to judge now if there 
can be any doubt of it. I open'd the Book and 
found it to be a Trentift of Drums and their Sig- 
nifications, nnitb th$ Art of procuring Them, There 
were feveral Methods laid down $ I (hall relate 
one, which, to oblige her, we were forced to 
employ* 

It was required to be twice twenty four Hours 
without any Supper, and the third Day not to 
eat any Dinner, taking no other Nourishment at 
Night than a Cake made with Half a Pound of 
Flour without any Salt, and inftead of Butter, 
work'd up with the Greafe of a black Hen and 
Rain Water. 

The black Hen made a deep Impreflion on do 
Remwvr/ie, infomuch that fhe warranted the Secret 
infallible : A Trial we were to make, and we three 
on different Days feign'd fome Indifpofition or 
other, to be excufed from appearing In the Re- 
fectory St Agnes was firft initiated in the Myftery, 
and had, as (he afiured us the next Morning, a very 
extraordinary Dream; there's for yon! cried dt 

Rstmevillt) 
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HmmewfU, addreffing herfelf to me. Very well, 
anfwer'd I, but let's hear the reft. De RtnnenAih 
look'd very Amply, when 5/. i^pvj added, that 
indeed flie had dreamt very ilnmgely ail Night 
long j but when fhe awak'd, (he could not recoi- 
led a .Engle Circutnftaace. This would have cured 
me of. any Curiofity, but there was no Quiet till I 
fioafented to try the Experiment : St. Jgnes was 
Jbftamed for having drank twice after the Cake/ 
Whereas according to what was expreily fpect- 
4a?d, it ought -to have been but once : Care was 
taken that J complied to a Tittle with the Di- 
are&ions* 

I did *ot ufually dream ; neverthelefs, whether 
Jay Imagination was more than commonly agt* 
gated, as I am apt to toetieve, or that the Secret 
aeatty had it's Ifif&a, that very .Night I had a 
fiasam, which I ihaU sever forget *as long as I 
Jive. It was fo uniform and 6> rwj particular, 
•that I *an*t forbear relating it: .Reafoa convinces 
me, that k was entirely accideataJj severtheten, 
it tallied very exactly with what has irnce hap- 
pened. 

Methought, I had left the Monaftry, and was gat 
data a troabfefomc Road foil of Thorns and Boars ; 
<the dafficalty I aound in advancing, anade me dock 
-eagerly aaoat for a better Way. .A JRathf which 
appear VI at sane BiAance abroaga Jthe Openings 4lf 
4t Hedge, made mc very deArous to aeaea it, 
aaaogh all my Endeavours were in *vafa, for stae 
farther I advanced, the more I found jayfclf ea- 
*aa§ied ; bat Ail I was not difcouraged ; the Hopes 
mf arriving at the Path, making me flight all 
ObAaoks * neveathekfs, I could not have furmounN 
ied aacm* had not a Stranger pointed out a Paf- 
4age which rhrooght me dintduy to him. I had 
«ao faoaer anaVd, bnt he began to lead the Way, 
fades** tack Iron Time m Time and foiling upon 
«c; fie was daaffed in black, with a Conatcnaace 

fo 
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fa pleading, that I followed him with great Confi- 
dence. 

We had walk'd thus about a Mil©, when, wo 
came to * large Stream dividing the Path in two; 
there was no coming to the other Side ; ~ without 
paffing the Water, from which my natural Appre* 
nenfion of that Element prevented me. 

But this was no Hinderance to the Stranger, 
who feem'd to walk on the Water's Surface, 
and, reaching the farther Side, invited me to 
follow his Example ; but the Fear of being 
drowned Hill prevailed. I went up thfe Bank im 
order to find it paifable above, but to my great 
Surprife found it wider and wider. Upon this I 
returned, and began to think of venturing over, 
to which the Stranger invited me with the moll 
alluring Geltares; when I heard a Voice in the 
Air crying out, Jane % Jane, take Care ; if yea pafi 
the "Torrent, Youtl be devour V by a MeajUr. Look* 
ing up, I faw in a Cloud which was flying away* 
a Woman with a Majeftick Countenance, feated as 
it were on the Stern of a Ship, adorn'd with fevcrsi 
Streamers waving in the Wind, on which appear'd 
the following Words : Without Virtu* no em cam 
arrive at tbtir Port. But in a Moment the ttbolt 
Pageant was loft in the Clouds. * 

I call a melancholy Look on the Stream ; the 
Stranger redoubled his Importunities for me to 
follow him ; but, reflecting on what I had feea 
and heard, I return'd very hailily the Way I came} 
I was curious, thro* Apprehenfioo of being purfued, 
to look behind me: But, what a Surprife ! What 
a Change 1 The Stranger was become a. hideous 
Monfter, in full purfuit to devour me ! Jfoar gave 
me uoafueJ Speed* 

Being now at a considerable' Defence, and at 
I imagta^ out of Danger^ I oncemose look'd back 
towards the fatal Place ; iaftead of the Stsesm* 
there apposed a black tkkit Ms*, feosfeg fectk 
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a pefHferous Vapour) thro* the Goads, every Mo- 
ment darted out Hidden Flames of Lightning, foU 
lowed by inceflant fiurfts of Thunder, infomuch 
that I fled with the utmoft Precipitancy from fo ter- 
rify ing a Scene* 

As I advanced, I found the Path gradually en* 
larged itfelf ; it brought me to a delightful Meadow, 
cnamell'd with a thoufand beautiful Flowers, the- 
Point of View terminated in a magnificent Palace, 
whofe Structure appeared to be in the grand Tafte. 
Heaven be pralYd, faid I to myfelf, here at lea& 
my Troubles will end ; this Palace is certainly 
inhabited, and I may poflibly gain Admittance 5 
with this Hope I advanced towards the Building, 
but was infinitely furpris'd in arriving at it, to 
find ho Gate, though I look'd earneftly on all Sides. 
Night came on, the furious Monitor, I had fo 
lately teen, alarnVd me cruelly ; I ihall certainly be 
devoured, faid I to myfelf : upon this Reflection I 
burft into Tears. 

While I was finking under this Perplexity there 
came and fawn'd upon me a Lamb, whofe Fleece 
furpaficd the new fallen Snow, little Garlands of 
Flowers were tied about him with curious Rib* 
bons. He plaid round me fo prettily that I could 
not forbear returning him his Carefles, which 
feem'd very pleafing to him ; but I was not a 
little furprifed to hear him fpeak to me in the fol- 
lowing Manner: Follow me 9 Jenny; Til condufi you 
to a Palace where Hafpinefs attend* you. Alas 1 
anfwer'd I, my pretty Lamb, how can that be 
(thinking he meant That which was before us) 
I fought a lone Time in vain to find the Door : 
Follow me f continued the Lamb^ Tlljbew you on$ 
frefently. I complied, but was uneafy $0 find we 
pailed by the. Palace I had admir'd fo much. 

A Pile of Buildings, which I had not obferv'd, 
was at a fmall Diftance, but as frightful as the other 
was charming % it's Walls were black and hideous; 

the 
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&e Entrance enormoufly wide, thro' which Crouds 
of People were continually hurrying in, but few 
or none, at lead that I could difcern, ever return'd. 
Struck at whac I faw, I ftopp'd lhort. The Lamb 
renewed his Carefles to engage me to advance ; 
I anfwer'd to what he alledged to prevail on me, 
that we had patted by the Palace, where I defiYd to 
be introduced. 

Finding he could not fucceed he rofe up an End 
faying, Since fair Means nmll not prevail, thou Jhalt 
know what 1 am. In an initant his Fleece was 
changed into a rough fad -coloured Hair, his Eyes 
rolling with Fury. Let any one imagine the Ter- 
ror which feiz'd me, when I beheld the fame Mon- 
fter who had purfued me before ! He flew at me, and 
my Out-cries echoed on all Sides. 

I was on the Point of falling a Prey to him, . 
when a fhrill diftinct Voice put a Stop to his Fury : 
Hold, fatal Enemy, it faid, Jane refufed of her own 
accord to enter thy Palace, thou haft no farther Pow- 
er : begone, O Vice i this Trial fuffices, for the future 
my Palace Jball be her Refuge. Thefe Words 
pronounced, the fame Deity I had feen before 
in the Air, appeared again, covering her Face that 
me might not behold fo horrid a Monfter. Giving 
me her Hand, (he led me to the fo much wifh'a 
for Palace: We enterM by a fteep and narrow 
Stair cafe, which I had not difcover'd, and which 
brought us to a fpecious Temple, infpiring Joy 
and Content into all that entered. In it was 
placed the Throne of Virtue, furrounded by a 
linall, though felecl and noble Attendance. ^ Not- 
withftanding the folid Pleafures which reign in 
this happy Abode, fomething, methought, was 
wanting to compleat my Happinefs. But, pleafing 
Delufionl ail my Vows were foon accomplifh'd : 
Wifdom, who it feem'd directed the Ceremonies, 
Conducted me to the Altar: Heavens ! what do I fee 
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jfcjtrc I the Marwf* / oar Hands are united * mj 
jSquI, unable to bear fuch an Extafy, dies away— *J 
ftartcd out of my Sleep. 

This Dream made fuch an Imprej&oa on my 
Mind* that I fpent two Hours, in reflecting Qn it. 
Saint Jgnu and de Rennewilk furpriz'd me in my 
Meditation^ 111 lay a Wager, cried the Latter, you 
have dreamt of fomething, and have not forgot it. 
Aa I ytat unwilling to make her acquainted with what 
iajd pafled, I pretended the fame Excufe which 
Saint Agnes had made, that I could remember 
nothing of it. Yon are a Couple of DiiTemblers, 
fays de Rennrvillf, I fee plainly; the Secret is a 

food one. and you have found the Benefit of it : 
ut you are for keeping it to yourfelves: Well» 
fays fhe with an Air of Sewn* 1*11 try it myfelf, and 
tp.be even with you, will be as referv'd as your- 
felves. Saying this fbe left us, and, as (he was of- 
tentimes infupportable, her Company was not at all 
dgfir'd; 

As foon as we were alone, I acquainted 6% 
Agw with my Dream ; (he was fwpris'd, and *°W 
me it protended fomething : You wifl be involv^ 
in Difficulties, continued fhe, but Happinefs at* 
tends you at laft. Alas ! how far different is my 
tmhappy Fate! no Hope left, nothing; but continual 
Afflictions to be expected I I endeavoured to divert 
the dear Creature, feeing her Eyes full of Tears* 
and in order to it, made her write down my Dream,: 
We both of us frequently employ 'd ourfelvea in 
writing our Adventures, which ferv'd at leaft to 
amufe us. 

One Morning whilft St. Agnes and I were rea/on* 
ing on the unhappy Condition of a young Worn** 
who falls a Sacrifice to the Intereft or Caprice of 
her Parents, de Rtnnwilh put a Stop to our Reflec- 
tions, by coming to tell vs, that a young Lady, 
whq feem'd to be ovtej-whelm'd with Sourow, was 
iuA arrived : You'll find fhe is fome un/ortunate 
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Yi&iffi continued de Renn&ville, one may read as 
much in her very Countenance. St. Agnes, at well 
as I, wan too much affeded with what we had been 
talking of, to mind the Newt dk Rehntvfilt brought 
us : For my Part, I Ktde imagined how deeply I 
Wat like to be concerned. 

De Rennevi/Je who neter ftaid long in a Place, 
finding we Were not difpofed to that with htr, pre- 
fcatly left us : We refcmed our Subjeft, and St. 
Agnes more difperited than uftial, OWnM very ftanfe* 
ly lhe could bear up no longer againft htr Mftfbr- 
tnnt*. I took this Opportunity to advife hfcr, tfctf 
if that Wats the Cafe, it Was high Time to take 
feme Meafure* fbr putting all find to them ; that 
foftrethhrg ihouM be ready drawn up, Which, Whetf^ 
an Opportunity offered mould be rent t6 tow/bar it 
Melirourty who had always tttited hlnrfelf in her 
Behalf. This Advfee gate her new Life, die dtt 
firM me to write a. Memorial of what had pfTed : 
To this (he fubjoinM a Proteftatfoa againft het Vfrt* ; 
a fortunate Precaution, as k afterwards 1 provM, 
though I then litde thought of being then employed 
in the Affair, or that we Were on the Point of being 
Ifeparated'from each other. 

Juft as St. Agues had made up the Packet, the* 
Bell rung to go to the Refedory : We made all the 
Hade poffible, hating been frequently reprimanded 
for coming too late. I went as ufual to the Penfio* 
ner's Table ; the young Lady, de Rtnrtwille had 
mentioned, .was fitting there : She rofe out of Ci* 
vrlity when I came ; but Heavens f who mould I 
fee ? Let any offe judge of my Surprize and Afto*. 
nifhment. My Heart felt a beating the' Moment I 
difcover'd one I had no Reafon to be very fond of % 
in a Word, Mademoifelle <T Elbieux. 

I turn'd pale at the Rencounter, a general Trem*. 
bling feiz'd me, and I fell back into a Chair every 
One running to my Affiftance, Nuns and Penfioriera 
without exception! as I was much beloved, Modem** 
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Jetie f Elbieux herfelf among the reft, not having 
discovered who I was The Moment ihc look'd me 
in the Face, me recollected herfelf : Good God t, 
cried lhe what do I fee f it's Jenny / Who would, 
have thought it! Ah ! it's no wonder my Brother 
breathes his laft : Saying this (he run from me as if 
(he was di&radted, crying all the Way* that I was a 
wicked Creature, and the Occafion of her Brother's 
being aflaflinated ; in fine lhe filled the whole Houfe 
with her Tears and Lamentations. 

But jbefore I proceed, it will not be improper to 
touch upon the Occafion which brought Mademoifette 
d* Elbitux to the Monastery where I was placed. 

4 Servant belonging to the Chevalier d* Elbieux, 
who was prefent at the Rencounter, took Poft and 
acquainted the Countefs with what had happen'd. 
Struck tyith the defperate Condition her Son wa* in, 
rae;r$ft^v r d?o fet out with her Daughter^ a Ghaife 
to cpmeand tend him : But as Misfortune generally 
follows Misfortune, me had no fooner left her own 
Houfe,. but a Me%nger arriv'd from Paris, fent ex- 
prefs by her Humana, who was under Confinement 
on Accqunt. of a Quarrel with a Perfon of Quality, 
directing her to repair inftantly to Paris in order to 
{ollicit his Difcharge. The Countefs was overwhelm'd 
with this (econd Difafler, divided as (he was between 
her Duty, the Count, and tender Regard for her 
Son j in her own Inclinations the Son would have 
had the Preference : But the Imputation of not be- 
ing upon very good Terms with her Hulband (and 
' 'which would have been confirmed on fuch an urgent 
Occafion) determined her to take the Road for Paris, 
Mademoiftlle d* Elbieux was of the fame Opinion ; 
put her Tend erne fs for the Chevalier made her tell 
the Countefs, that he ought not to be abandoned 
whilft his Life was in fuch emminent Danger, and 
therefore obtained her Confent to go to Madame 

& Q _ f whither the Cpuntefs could not pof* 

fibly carry her (though lhe would very gladly have 
■; \ done 
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done it) without loftng an entire Day by going fo 
far oat of the Road ; whereas by her Hufband't 
Ordefs ihe was obliged to reach Paris that Night, 
whilft thefe Things were fettling in fuch a Manner 
that they might not interfere one with another, the 
Gnmtefi bethought herfelf of having been a Penfio- 
ner in the Monaftery where I a&ually was, and 
which lying in her Road to Paris, was a conveni- 
ent Place to fet down her Daughter, who from 
thence might go in another Chaife to Madame de 
G • 's Caftle, which ihe knew was but a few. 

Miles diftant. 

The Train of Misfortunes which purfued me or- 
dered it (o t that when the Camtefs arrived, there 
was no Chaife to be had for her Daughter; the 
Abbefs thought of an Expedient, which was to fend 
a Meflenger to Madame de G — — for one, and in 
the mean Time Mademoifellt d* Elbieux, was to flay 
at the Monaftery ; in fuch Cafes, the Strangers 
ufually dined in a Parlour, but my ill-fated Deftu 
ny inclined her to dine in the Refedory, where we 
met. There are in Life, often effe&cd by mere 
Chance, Occurrences fo very lingular, that one it 
apt to attribute them to premeditated DeGgns $ in 
reallity, nothing could be more extraordinary than 
what happened to me at this Jundure. Though 
there was nothing furprifing in the Count** being 
confined, every Day producing Adventures of that 
Nature, yet I could never fatfsfy myfclf as to this 
Incident, efpecially when it fo nearly concern'd 
me not to be difcover'd.. But to return to our 
Hiftory. 

- Madtmoifelle d* Ettn$ux\ Out* cries drew fome of 
the Nuns after her to know the Occafion. Her 
Refentment againft me exerted itfelf very feverely ; 
ihe gave them my Hiftory (not forgetting what I 
came from) fetting off every Circumftance in, the 
ftrongeft Colours Malice could poffibly invent ; 
and all this before the Abbefs, and feveral of 
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the Nuts. The Abbefs, piqued at her being 
fcnpofed Oft, allured MMdtmmfoU* <T E/tntvx, that 
fiace at wm io, At would fend me away very 
ihortly. 

A Chaife being brought the next Homing JKfofct 
meifeik £ Milieu* went away ; for my Part, that 
Day «4d die following Kight were fpent in the 
cruelleft Agitationf. The amiable Smtrt Agnes, t*r. 
tified at the continual Faintingi which feiz'd me* 
empfey'd all the Care the tendered Friendfhip 
centd devife in my Behalf: Take Courage, mf 
Dear, (aid (he, you wiU one Day furmount theft 
DiJiiciilties, 1 undertake to foretci ; in the mean 
Time Patience and Policy noft not be wanting * 
& you fuller yourlelf to be thus caft down, the 
whole Monaftery will believe all the wicked Crca* 
tare has advanced ; (he exceeds by far the Character 
you gave of her : Ncvertheleff , you have this Com- 
fort, you are generally bcfov'd, and consequently (he 
will find verv little Credit : Ah ! my dear Friend* 
replied I, Calumny bears a great Sway, and eafily 
leaves a Mark : But that is not the word I dread $ 
fooner or later, what (he has alledg'd, will be re- 
member'd* and when I reikft on the Confluence* 
that may naturally follow, I give myU\£ over 
for loft. When Mademifille £ Mieux arrives at 
Mmdame de G— \ her Tears and jatt Refentment 
will entirely deftroy the little Intereft I have left 
with my Patronefs, as tvtry Thing makes againft 
me ; the Letters (he formerly wrote, which 2 have) 
mentioned to yon, left too deep an Imprefion in 
Madame de G ■ 's Mind, to fay nothing of 

what has happened fiaee; her abrupt Manner 
of leaving me, the little Notice (he takes of me 
at prefcnt, are they not fatal Indications that I 
am not miftakea ? Yes, continued I burfting into 
Tears, and to compleat my Mifcry, I (hall per- 
haps be torn from you: This very Monaftery,. 
once fo hateful* thjro' the Friend&ip with whk*> 

yo» 
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you ire pieas'd to honour me, n become the 
deareft Obje& of my Wi{bes% &*/ Agtts ptaiatr 
fhew'd by her Tears and CardTei, hoir much flic 
was affc&ed with what I (aid, when a Perfon cam* 
to acquaint me that the AbbeJ* cali'd for me* 
Ah ! cried I, here begins my new Train of Mif* 
fortunes. I foltaw'd the Nan who came for me* 
oV. Agm making a Sign that (he would wait for 
sne in her Cell. I came to the Abbefs's Chamber 
nnder terrible Apprehensions ; (he was furrounded 
by feveral Nnns who talk'd to her with great Ve- 
hemence* I no fooner appeared but a general Si- 
lence follow'd ; come hither, Mifi, cried the Ab- 
beft, pray inform me, as to befare yon can, what 
Reafoa Mmdam dt G— * could have for deceiving 
me, and pacing you upon me for her Niece. 
Had (he thought fit to have trufted me with a 
Secret, it might have been of Service to ybu ; cfpe» 
cially as I am fenfible of the Obligations I have 
to that Lady, which I am not aihamed to acknow* 
ledge, as all here prefent can Witnefs. In all Ap~ 
pearance you are much in Favour with her * her 
adopting a Country Girl for a Niece, is certainly a 
convincing Proof. Yon fecm a Httle confounded j 
bat, take Courage, you come too well recommends 
ed to have the lead Reafon to apprehend any ill 
Ufage from toe : Neverthelefs, tell the Truth ; for 
that alone can entitle you to an Abode here. Con- 
ider, whether you had belt intereft me in your behalf, 
or provide for yourfelf. 

This Harangue* from a reverend Perfon went fo 
far as to draw Tears, but gave me no Encou- 
ragement to fpeak my Mind : As it laded a con- 
fidcrabie while, through her want of Breath, I 
had foflkient Time to refieg how I (hould behave > 
I concluded not to explain myfelf till I heard from 
MtdamdeG *■ ■ ■ , who, it was natural to ima- 
gine, upon Madtmoifdli f Elbieux'% Arrival, would 
come to a Refolttkm, and either fond a Meflenger 
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or write Co me. Upon this I anfWered ; that I 
knew MademoifelL d y Elbirux, and the little Favour 
I could exped at her Hands ; but as to the Airs 
flie had been pleafed to give herfclf, and the Cha- 
racter (he had beftow'd on me, it was a Myftery I 
could not pretend to unravel : That I had nothing 
more to fay, but Was ready to return, if it fhoald 
be requir'd. The Abbefs, furprifed to fee me fo 
refolute, whifper'd one of the Nuns, and then made 
a Sign for me to retire, which I did, making a 
low Courtefy, and repaired to my Cell, where I 
found St. Agnes waiting for me in great Anxiety. 

She was all in Tears, and it was my Turn to 
comfort her; the Apprehenfion that I fhould be fent 
away, and the fear of lofing fo intimate a Friend 
alarm'd her cruelly. And indeed, what can be 
a greater Confolation, than to (hare our Griefs 
with one who affe&ionately interefts themfelves m 
our Behalf ! The remaining Part of the Day was 
fpent in melancholy Reflections, and we did not part 
till very late at Night. 

Notwith (landing the Trouble of Mind I lay un- 
der, I was on the Point of falling afleep, when 
I heard my Door open ; I trembled every Joint, 
not being able to divine who could come to me at 
that Hour. Are you awake dear Jenny ? faid St. 
Agnes, coming up to me. Good God ! replied I, 
how you frighten'd me ! I'll lay a Wager, faid (he 
fmiling, you expected fomebody elfe. A Lover for 
Example, at this critical Juncture, would have been 
natural enough ; but in our Hiftory it would have 
been a difficult Matter, efpecially as the Men of 
thefe Days are lefs enterprifing than in the Ages of 
Knight Errantry. Saying this fhe fat down upon the 
Bed, drefs'd in her Night-CIoaths, and, as white 
became her particularly well, (he look'd charming- 
ly handfome, I could not forbear complimenting 
her upon it. Alas ! fays (he ; how can you mind 
fuch Things ! A convincing Proof that we Wo- 

' men* 
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men, thpugh engaged in the moft ferious Affairs, are 
ever prone to Trifles. Would it not have been 
more natural for yon to have aiked the Reafon 
6f my diflurbing yon at fuch an nnfeafonable 
Hour ? Good God, I replied, as if I conld be 
difturb'd by one that it fo dear ! — — Bnt you feem 
to have Letters in your Hand, have you received 
a.ny lately ? Alas ! from whom ? anfwer'd Saint Ag» 
nes % thefe are what we wrote together : For I was 
no fooner in Bed, but I refleded on all that had 
pafs'd to Day, and from thence concluded that in all 
probability your Stay may be ihort ; imagine the 
Trouble this mud neceflarily give me : However, * 
little Self-intereft interfered ; I immediately refolv'd. 
leaft I {hould be prevented by your fudden Depar- 
ture, to come and beg, that if I am fo unfortunate 
as to loofe you, thefe Letters may be taken Care of, 
as fqon as your own Affairs will admit. I (hall 
not wait for that, I replied; if my dear Friend, 
we muft part, your Buunefs (hall have the Prefer- 
ences I know too well by fatal Experience, the 
Torture of Incertitude, to abandon you to it. It 
was my Duty to have prevented you on this Oc« 
canon ; let the Vexation I have undergone, plead 
my Excufe, Til make amends hereafter. Stunt 
J&m took me in her Arms, fully fatisfied with 
what I had oromifed. We paffed great Part of the 
Night in talking of our Affairs and taking proper 
Meafures that the Letters might be fafely delivered, 
and the Anfwers returned. I fet down in writing 
the Names of the Perfons and Places ; after which, 
being much fatigued with watching, Saint Jgnes re- 
tired, and I fell afleep. 

I was two Days under the greateft Uneafinefs 
without having any News ; on the third Day Ma* 
dame de G wrote to my Superior to put me 

into the Hands of the Bearer of her Letter; (he took 
no farther Notice of any Thing, but that (he would 
ihortly fee her; I happened to be with the Superior 

when 
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When tike Exprefs arrir'd ; ihe ftook her Head at 
this, Letter, laying, this is very myfterioas indeed ! 
go your Ways, Mifs, fays flie to me, and pack op 
your Things j whilit I re tern an Anfwer to M«- 
iatne & G - ■ ■- , Saint Agnes being then prcfent 
would have followed me, but ihe was ordeVd to 
Aay where ihe was ; k was apprehended undoubted- 
ly, leaft this Nun fliould take Occafion of my De- 
parture, to give me feme Commiilion ; but it 
prov'd too late : So true it is, that we mould not 
defer Befinefs to the laft Day. 
" I went to my Cell dtfturb'd, as may be imagined, 
and had fbon taken Order about my Departure ; 
from thence I return'd to the Lady Abbefs, to 
take my Leave, which ihe receiv'd with mat In- 
difference ; it wns not fo with the reft of the 
Community and Penfioners, they each of them em* 
brae'd me, and gave me Marks of their Friend* 
ihip ; when it came to Saint Ay*ts\ Turn ihe fell 
a crying bitterly ; my Separation from thh dear 
Friend, drew Tears from me, as I fqoeefe'd her 
Hand. Till then, I had not feen the Ferfon who 
tame to fetch me away ; at laft me appeared, and 
10 my Comfort it was C&riJHna, Woman to MnJamt 
& Q ■■■■■■, who, as I mentioned in the fecond 
Fart, lov'd me fo well; in fpite of my Trouble 
I was pieas'd to fee her: Ah ! dear Cbriflin* 
faid I to her, getting into the Chaife, what am 
I to hear next ? Has your Lady any Regard left 
for me ? I have a great deal to tell you, replied 
the Maid, mightly taken with the CarerTes 1 be* 
ftow'd on her; you (hall hear it as foon as we 
get out of the Village : God blefs me ! cried flic, 
how are you chang d I Truly, replied I, no great 
Wonder; I have not had a quiet Moment fince I 
came to this Convent, and Diftrefs is no Friend to 
Beauty ; but what is moft extraordinary, if a fmall 
Matter cafts me down, the flighted Satisiafton iets 
me no again. ^ 

As 


As fooa at wo were got into the open Country I 
reminded Ckrifcm of her Promife : Alas ! reply'd 
flic, I wifli I had nothing to tell you ; bat I fcve 
yon too weH, dear Jt**y> to kid* any thing frona 
you. I'll lay a Wager you qan't guefs on whole 
Account you are taken from this Moaaftery ; Afe- 

jfeiw 4 G >%? replied I; Mifs aT gOtom'? 

Nq, (ays fhe, the Chevalier bimielf ; who now lie* 
at the Point of Peath, touch'd with a Seafc of ail 
the Misfortunes, he has brought on you* he defirea 
to fee you with Tears* in hie Byes, and knowing 
the Averfion his Sifter has for yon* he made her 
promife to receive yon kindly i this young Lvfy 
at firft was outrageaas againfi yon; Madam de 
G»— was afraid to fpeak in yoqr Behalf* fo much 
waa <he transported with Paffioo : However me ftcm 
famething appealed ever fiece her Brother has do- 
clar'd his Intentions to her, tho* tis eafily pet* 
cejv'd ihe only hide* the Rancour of her Mind : I 
know her, replied I, and will take Care of her : 
but what do they fay bofidos, what will they do 
with roe? Why am I fait for t What has happened 
in my Absence ? Yom may eafily imagine the M*r- 
qusfi has not forgot yon ; iaid Gktiflim looking AacV 
fyfkly on me, and yon will he glad to hear fotoa> 
thing of him* however that is what I an* forbid 
pqfitivoly ; hot that would he too cruel * as I know 
«our Difcretioa Vli proceed to give yan the Satis* 
Ja&ioa you deiire> 

That very Day that Kadeur 4* C ■■ ■ » came 
back from the Monaftery yc* have jut now quitted* 
Jhe recaiv'd a Letter from the Af«rtfsq£, who da> 
fir'd in the moft tender and refpc&fel Manner to hear 
how ycm. did ; adding that be hoped in Time to 
make her hi« Acknowledgment for the Pfotaffie* 
ih& waa pleafed to grant you.: the Vaiu <k Ckmmr 
bre who had Orders from his Ma&et to foe yo*> 
and perhaps, to deliver yon fosne Lotttrt* had but 

iuft tune & wnba his Aofoot ftowt jay Lady be> 
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fore he return'd, becaufe of her Apprehenfions lead 
the Marquefs fhould not be made fenfible foon e- 
nough, that the Affair was much talk'd of, having 
all the Reafon in the World, to dread the Fate ft 
being feiz'd every Moment. 

Thefe Fears of Madame de G - were bat 

too true ; that very Night at twelve there came an 
Exempt, bearing Lettres de Cachet, to arreft the 
Marquefs, the Chevalier eT Elbieux, you, my dear 
Child, and all thofe that had any Concern in this 
unlucky Affair : The Cattle and the Village under- 
went the ftrieleft Scrutiny imaginable; they rum aged 
the mod private Places, fo confident was the Ex- 
empt of finding what he fought for j he would have 
taken away the Chevalier d Elbieux, but, on the 
Atteflations of the Phyficians and Surgeons, that 
removing him might coil his Life, he drew up 
a verbal Procefs, left him in Cuftody of proper 
Officers, -and return'd to give an Account of his 
Proceedings. Monjteur de G+-± — fet out at the fame 
Time and having made Intereft by his Friends, and 
giving Satisfaction to the Families concerned, the 
Affair took a favourable Turn, and the Officers 
were remanded, But though the Marquefs be con- 
njv'd at by a particular Favour, as well as the 
Chevalier, notwithstanding the firft of thefe is com- 
'manded not to appear again till farther Orders, 
yet, all this won't fcreen you; the Court being 
informed that you are the Caufe of this Duel, has or- 
dered you to be arretted and conhVd. Ah my 
God, cried II I am loft ? 'tis to fecure me then 
that I am brought from the Monaftery ! no, con- 
tinued Chrifiina fear nothing, the Search is over, 
and they imagine you are at a great Diftance. 
While you are with jny Lady, you may be eafy ; 
I won't tell you her Defign, you fhall know it 
from her own Mouth. 

All that I can tell you for certain is that I 
have heard my Lady fay, but for your Lover's 

Father, 


fix Fortunate Cvtmtry Maid. 19 J 

Father, your Name would nat have been brought 
in f^ieftion in all this Affair ; he even infilled yog 
fliould be arretted : AlarnTd at your Efcape, and 
fufpe&mg Madam M G— of hieing your Friend, 
he wrote her a thnndering Letter about you, where* 
in he complains 'bitterly that (he was the Caufe* 
.by protecting yon, of the RmcomHr which endaiw 
ger'd his Son's Life : He peremptorily demand* 
that yon be admitted a Nun : And Madam crieA 
I haftily interroping her, what fays (he t I don't 
know -. continued Cbri&ina, (he has not common!* 
cated her Thoughts to me on that Subjeft ; but 
there is no Danger of her leaving you, me loves you 
too well. If you did but know how earneilly (he 
recommended to me to draw up the GlaiTes of the 
Chaife, and to hide you when any one came by* 
you would be quite eafy ; her great Regard fhould 
fatisfy and convince you, that without a tender 
Concern, (he could never be Co folltcitous about fuel} 
Trifles 

Cbripna fa id a great deal more to encourage 
me, but in vain. I gave wyklf up to Grief and 
regretted a thoufand Times my native Village : 
Where's my Father, Mother, Sifter %tod Relations I 
Alas ! how happy where my days when I dwelt in 
the peaceful Cottage ; tho* my Plea fares were but 
fimple, my Cares were inconsiderable : Shall I ne* 
ver live to fee that blefTed Time again I 

At laft we arrived at the Village ; Cbrifiina fat 
on my Lap as we came in, and took all poffiblc 
Precautions to hide me : The Poftillion, who had 
his Orders, fet as down in the inner Court' of the 
Cattle, from whence tbey conduced me into the 
Lady's Clofet, Word was fent her of my Arrival ; 
whilft I waited for her, fuch a Palpitation of the 
Heart, and Oppreifion of Spirits feiz'd me, as is not 
to be expre&d. 

Tou are come then, my poor Jenny, faid this La- 
dy to me as me entcrM, railing me up ; in truth 
Vol, I. No. 6. £ your 
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your Lot it very unfortunate ; I wifli with all my 
Heart I had never known you. You are a good 
Girl, and have not defcrv'd, nor brought upon your- 
felf thefe unhappy Adventures ; but you are not 
lefs miferable ; I am extremely perplex'd to know 
what to do with you : Chrifiina has told you with- 
6ut doubt all that has pa fled, and how preffing 
Menfieur U Marqutft de L, V\ h with me to have 
you delivered into his Hands ; I don't know which 
Way to determine. Mon/tcur de G on the o- 

ther Hand wiihes I would furrender you to that 
Nobleman, who engages his Word as he writes to 
me, that not only no Harm fhall come to you, but 
that he will give positive Orders to treat you gently: 
Notwithstanding his Promifes, my Friendfhip for 
you witholds me. What is bed to be done ? Ah 
Madam, cried I, facing at her Feet, pity your poor 
Jenny, if you abandon me I muft die in Defpatr : 
Admit J were to depend on the Word of the Mar- 
fuefs, notwithftanding the Reafons be has to be dif- 
iatisfied with me, have not I gieat Room to dread 
frefh Adventures. You know his Son, and what he 
Is capable of doing. No fooner will he know the 
Place where his Father has confined me,' but he 
will move Heaven and Earth to fee me or (leal me 
away : Ah, Madam fave me from thefe new Dif- 
afters I do conjure you, abandon me firit to my 
evil Fate, and permit me to retire ; even this very 
Night I'll hide myfelf from the World 5 happy 
fhould I be could I but forget myfelf ? We will 

think of it, fay* Mad me de G muling, in the 

mean Time ftay here, I will ftep to the Cheva- 
lier d* Elbieux, and know if he is difpofed to fee 
you ; he has done nothing thefe 24 Hours but call 
for you; his Sifter of whom Chrifiina has un- 
doubtedly fpoke to you, did her utmoft to reftrain 
him from' that Eagernefs j her Opposition had like 
to have prov'd fatal to him, he was taken with a 
fainting Fit, and MaaemeifelU d* E&ieux who loves 

him 
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him tenderly, grieved to have been the Caofe of 
it, aJked his Pardon with Tears in his Eyes, and 
promifed him that for his Sake (he would be jour 
Friend, and that (he would receive you kindly : 
The unfortunate Chevalier feeing this Alteration, 
embraced her, faying that all the World 
(hould be Satisfied, as (oon as he had fpoke to 
you. He fent for a Notary, who as they fay, 
Jtas drawn up his Will: the poor young Man is 
very ill ; the Surgeon affirms he can never get the 
better of it without a Miracle, his Fever having 
no fntermiflion. Adieu Jenty, fays Madame it G— 
as (he was going away, you ihall hear from me pre- 
sently, be eafy ; who J^gpw but God may have 
Pity on you. 

Madam d* G — was fcarce gone oat of the 

Clofet, when Mifs a" Elbieax appeared with a Candle 
in her Hand ; (he grew pale at the Sight of me 1 
I believe I did not yield to her in that Refped, 
however (he was more 4 conragioos than I, and ad- 
vanced firft : My Legs failed under me thro* a ge- 
neral Tremor which feiz'd me : Can you forgive, 
mj dear Jenny, (ays this young Lady, embracing 
me, all the Trouble I have caosM you ; you have 
too much Serfs to wi(h me any Harm for it ; the 
Pears 1 was always under for what has. now come 
to pals, occafion'd my Diflike, bat the Condition 
my Brother is now in, together with his Intrea- 
ties, has extingniuYd it : Come then, your Pre- 
tence may perhaps contribute to his Recovery : 
Alas I I much fear they difamble the Danger he 
is really in of lofine his /Life. I anfwer'd only 
with my Tears, Mademoifelk a" Elbi$ux\ Behaviour 
moving me to Companion : Candour is always lia- 
ble to be impos'd 011 by Appearances. I followed' 
her to her Brother's Apartment, where (he was no 
iboncr arrived, hot (he cried oat, here is my Friend 
Jinny! pray God, the Sight of her may reftore you 
to me 1 a faint Voice replied where is (he ? Let me 

8 a fee 
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fee her, continued the Chevalier > and I die ct»* 
tent, Drawing near him not without fome Appre- 
kenfion, he ftretched out his Hand to mine ; the 
agonizing Voice and Death in his Countenance af- 
fected me very much. 

I no longer regret any thing in this Life, cried 
Be, fince I fee you once more, Jenny; can you for- 
give me all the Vexations I have canfed yon ? will 
my Death be fufficient to atone for them? O heaven? 
convince this Girl of ray Remorfe for my criminal 
Paffion towards her ! If I could but live to make 
vou a Witnefs of God's Grace in my Regard, by 
jfhewing the Horror I have for prefuming to aflauh 
your Innocence ( inftead of that frantjek Love, re- 
ceive now the Afturanc#4>f a moft" fincere and 
lender Friendship : Whether I live or die, I fhall 
never alter: Prefent my Service to the Marque/^ 
whenever yon fee him, and afiure him that I re- 
pent of having given him fo much uneafinefs ; t 
will make amends for k~ by what I fball do fbt 

J out do you -rightly unaefftand me, Jenny crici 
c \ which he repeated twice over; do you promife* 
continued he, to pray to God to pardon me I 
your Innocence will obtain Mercy for me. Pro* 
Bouncing theie Words, he Hfted up his Eyes, and 

Eayed moft devoutly * then turning to his Vakt d* 
>amhre, called lor what he had bid him lock 
np : The Chevalier receiving a fmall Pacouet scal'd* 
presented me with it: This, foys he, is the leaft f 
could do for you, 'tis a Bond for twenty thoufand 
Livres, left me by an Uncle, and confeqvently 
cannot injure my Family ; Mils £ EliUux, has been 
acquainted with it, and not only thinks it pro- 
per, but has even promifed to love yon and make 
an Addition to it * is not that true, dear Sifter* 
cried he, ftrctching forth his hand \ your Love 
for me U too great over to he indifecnt to my 
UemorttL 
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The poor CtevaJitr who forced Tears' from all 
about htm, feem'd to (hew a Glimpfe of Joy, at the 
Kifs his Sifter gave me, in Compliance with what 
1m fatd : He concluded by laying, I am fatished, 
this is all I defired of Heaven : In order to fliew my 
Gratitude, I now turn all my Thoughts to the Im- 
petration of God's Mercy : Saying this he took my 
Hand, and fqueea'd it, weak as he was, then he 
embraced his Sifter who was bath'd in Tears, and 
his ConfelTor was brought in, after he had firft re* 
turned thanks to Madam de G— for all her kind* 
nefs, and made an obliging Sign of Refpcft to all 
that were prefent. 

We were eight Days in Sufpence for the Cinm-> 
li$r d* Elbitux'tiAfe i fosmetimes there were Hopes* 
fometimes he was given over ; on the ninth Day, 
the Surgeon declared, that if the Fever left him 
he was out of Danger ; and, at Night it did <bj 
this News was received with Joy, in which I (hared 
with every Body elfe on the Occaiion. Mifs d* 
Elbieux, changed as much as poffible in my Regard* 
profefs'd a great Friendfhip for me, and declared 
publickly that if her Brother recovered this time, 
fte (hould be obliged to me alone, after God for 
it. I anfwered thefe Civilities with all the Affe&i- 
on poffible ; who would have thought (he deceived 
me, and that (he was forming Deiigns aga nft me, 
the blackeft you can imagine between the moft 
mortal Enemies. 

The Cbwaliir f Elbieux who had obtained new 
Life and Health, rcfumed alfo the Sentiments of 
Honour and Probity : He (hew'd himfeif entirely 
free from the Paffion he had conceived for me-j but 
there hung on him a deep Melancholy, and he feem'd 
full of fome important Defign : 1 could not help 
being fecretly {truck at this ierious Air of his, and 
began again to fear leaft he was meditating fome 
new Enterprife Where by Experience, we have 
reafon to miftruft, we are apt to inifconitrue every' 

S 3 Thing: 
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Thing; However, I waamiftakeaj Bar different anb? 
n&ore imporraat Cares took op the Cktwmlti* £ 2f£ 
*»***'* Thoughts. Who would have imagined it ! 
Great 'God I how ought wo to revere dry Decree*-! 
One Morning Madams d* G ■ * ■■ tent for me to her 
Room ; fee had a Letup in het Hand, and Tear* 
in her Eye*: The Sight ftruck me; more ttl New* 
cried 1 1 No* my dear Child, aofwer"d this amiable 
Lady } read and you'll know whether 1 have ration 
to bo moved, and whether yon could have forefeet* 
any mote than I, fuch an Event. I took the Letter 
«nd lead at follows* 

A Letter from the ChcvaKcr cf Elbieux /*• 
, Madame de G ■ 

" XyArdoa me* Madam,, if I went away with> 
u Jl 00 * m °ft humbly taking my Leave of you* 
M and acknowledging the Favours with which 

you honoured mo daring my Stay at your House. 
I write to my Sifter to perform thefe Obligation* 
forme, ray Senfe of which no Words can cs» 
prefs : If ever I obtain Mercy in the Sight o! 
«* God you (hail not be forgot in my Prayer*. 

" Knowing thro 1 fatal Experience, this LA to> 
" be fubjeft to nothing b,ut Paffions and Difappoint- 
" menu ; and folly convinced that the Things of 
" mod Importance, to which we Sacrifice all than 
" is dear to us, are, in the Sit^ht of God, but 
" trifles, often hurtful to our Salvation; that we mod: 
«• all die and one Day render an Account of alt 
" our A&ions; frightened at my disorderly Lifc„ 
•« and fearing, that if I enter'd again into the. 
" World, I might relapfe into my former dange* 
M rous Habits, 1 have taken a Refolution of quit* 
'? ting it, and retiring among!! the Capu&im* 
•• where I fhall be out of the Occauoas of Sin. 
49 I have long sefi&ed the inward fopulfes of s> 

« cdctfisJ 
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« ccttMai Vocation to qait die World ; God ha* 
u at length bets fo spacious to determine me* 
* by (hewing to me the gaping Jaw* of Death* 
" and only preserving me from it, that I might 
•* have Time to recoiled myfelf, and to attone 
«• for my Sine. Excited by thit Mercy, I fly 
*? where he calb* and avoid every Thing that 
•* may make my Jkefoktion* I recommend to my 
" Sifter, the innocent Objcft of my paft Follies, 
" that (he may prevail on jbnty to forget aQ the 
M Vexation* I have occafion'd I take you to be 
" that good and generous Perfon, who will, I 
" flatter myfelf, a&i her in it. I am, Madam* 
« with fteJjea* Yon* *c. 

Tbe Cbevaiser if Elbiemc. 

Thit Letter made ae great an Imprenon on me- 
at on il f mfcm d$ C ■ forcing Tears from me-* 
That Intent enter* Mifa £ EUiem like a mad 
Woman*, and feeing me, £ud the mofl difegraca*- 
Ue Tiling! on the &hjea of her Brother's Retiring^ 
crying oat I was the Caafe of all the Miferortoaaa 
of her Family* bat that (he woald be revenged* 
Madam dt G— — check'd her, by recalling to her 
Mind her Brother's Intentions : Thefe moving lie* 
monftranoca forfeited this young Lady* Am refleted* 
a while, then came and embraced me, and aflt v d 
my Pardon, excafing her Violence by the Loft of 
a Brother, whom me adored : I received thefe Ex*- 
cafes with Rerpeft and anfwer'd in the civtkft Man* 
ncr. Candor take» all the World to be like itfei£. 
eftranged a* it b, from, the Aria of Dimmoiatioa* 
Nat long after I learnt by Experience, that when a 
Woman* bar once taken an Aver&on to a Pfcrfbn* me 
rarely changes her Mind. 

Mxhf EMnmc was the firfl to <lefireiMW«w<fr 
-, to keep me at her Houfe, till I mould de- 
termine' 
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termine bow to difpofe of myfeif: That Lady as 
well as myfeif, not fofpe&ing her black Dcfigns, 
placed an entire Confidence in the Friend (hip with 
which this Lady Jcem'd to honour us : She left us 
two Days after, to join her Mother who wrote 
to acquaint her with die Enlargement of the 
Count a* Elbieux and to rejoice with her on the 
Chevalier* Recovery, of whofe Retreat they bad 
not yet heard. Mifs £ Elbieux gave the tendereft 
Marks of her Efteem, as (he got into her Chaife, 
and embrac'd me mod affe&ionately ; this was the 
laft Kifs I received from her, 'twas the Fore-runner 
of the Blow (he was going to ftrike. 

Two Bays after her Departure Madame it G ■ 
receiv'd a Letter from her, in which I was not 
forgot, but carnally recommended : This new Kind* 
nets effae'd all Remembrance of her former Pro- 
ceedings. 

I receivM the next Morning much more ac- 
ceptable Letters ; Dubois was the Bearer : 'Twas 
one continued Series of the warmeft Sentiments: 
That faithful Lover, the Marquefi, acquainted me 
that he was then in Lorrain ; that he mifs'd being 
taken only by two Days ; that they gave him Hopes 
of returning ihortly to Paris, but this News was 
no otherwise agreeable to him, than as he ex* 
pedted to fee me there; after this he communi- 
cated to me a Letter of his Father's, wherein Jie 
engages him to take a Tour into Germany* in order 
to forget, as he term'd it, his late Adventures i 
there was not any fort of mention made of me, 
which difturb'd my Lover, as he obferv'd to me, 
confidering his Father's Character, of whom he had 
a great Miftrnft; he entreated me to give him a 
full Detail of my prefent Situation, defiring me 
at the fame Time not to afflift myfeif, and that 
not only my Intereft but my Tranquility mould 
be the conflant Objeft of all his Care and At- 
tention* 

Thefe 
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; Thefe were joyful Tydings to me, and a Ceffiu 
tioa of my Troubles eafuecT; it is natural for thofc 
who are accudoaVd to Affliction to icize the fed 
Interval, and fmallcft Glimpie of Hope to folaee 
themfelves ; moved by the Repugnance the Weak* 
Belt" of human Nature has to Suffering. I wrote 
the Marquifi a long. Letter, and told him every 
Thing that had happened to me; Dubms aJTur'd 
me he would have my Letter in two Days, and 
that he expected it with the utmoft Impatience j. 
tbed to Death, altho* they ufed their Endeavours 
in the Town where he was, to amufe- him agree* 
ably. A fecret Inquietude which got the better of 
me, made meQueftioii the Valet de Chambrt upo* 
what he had let drop ; he* told me the Town where 
the Matquifi reftded, was foil of beautiful Women* 
a peat Number of whom thought the Maramtfs a 

Ely Gentleman* I cannot rightly fay if it waa 
oufy or too much Nicends, I certainly had a 
d Dubtii (hould defciibe thefe handfome La*- 
vainer* whofe. Beauty he had extoll'd r I made hraa 
fit down whilil I waa. at my Toilette, and he gave 
me the. following ,A cconat 

„ They call the Town, faid he, where we are at 
prefenf Po$^a^M$uffoM 9 titrated in a delightful Coun* 
try, and where, as is ulaai in moil other Towns* 
there ia no regret for the Pkafufes. of Paris ; the 
Quality is extreamly Polite, and the Town's Pcop&t 
mighty aftable. The eaiy Behaviouc of the Wo- 
men and their Appearance is as genteel as at Paris* 
. Amongft thofe who diftinguilh themfelves by theia 
Beauty and Carriage I w5L Name yeu Madame d$ 
Gembtrvaub ; (he has light coloured Hair, and ia 
extreamly Fair, with a Sweetnefs of Temper ex- 
ceedingly captivating* Her Huihand is Captain of 
1u& R. Kighaefs's Guards, and acqpita Wmfelf well 
ia doing the Honours of his Home. The Mmrquefe 
has dia'4 there as well as at Mtukmu. U Barm* J 
AU, a hrowa*Bcau*j,. of Uxeiy and elevated Parts. 

Her, 
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Her Holland is Chamberlain to the Prince, who 
unites a great Share of Probity with an Inclination 
he has or obliging all Foreigners of Dittindion who 
arrive in that Town. He is extreamly curious in 
his Books, and the Marqntfi has all the Reafon in 
the World to be fatisfied with this Gentleman's Be* 
haviour. The third Family, where he is alfo per- 
fectly well receiv'd, is that of Madame la Prefidtnte 
de Landtes ; this is a very amiable Lady, and fpends 
her Eftate very elegantly and chearfnlly, ihe is 
always one of the firft to promote Pleafure and 
Mirth. Her Hufband, Prefident of Vitry le-Fran- 
coije, h one of the mott accompliih'd Gentlemen I 
know. 

They are very agreeable People at the Prrvopt 
of the Town ; his Wife is fond of Dancing, for 
which Reafon there are frequent Balls at her 
Koufe. She has two very handfome Daughters j 
the Eldeft is married to an Exempt of the Guards, 
whofe Name is Smut Fat, a great Mufician* and 
a perfect Matter of the Viol ; there it but one 
Thing laid to his Charge* that is, he is Jealous t 
but he is to be forgiven for it, becaufe his Wife 
is of a Turn to inspire Love, as the Marmufi it 
frequently at his Houfe, on account of the Mufick, 
of which he is palfionately fond* People take it 
Into their Heads he has a Fancy for the young 
Wife. 

DMs was going on when I interrupted him a 
a fudden Uneannefs feiz'd me* and I thought he 
concealed fomething ; you pafs very flightly, faid 
I, over Madame de Saint Val\ tell me fincerely 
if vour Matter* to pafs away the Time* never 
maxes Love to her : Ah ! ah \ cried Dubois 
fmiling* I believe Mtts* God forgive me* you are 
Jealous ? Who I ? not at all* faid I bluming* it 
would very ill become me* nor do I prefume to 
controul the Marquefs: I pronounced thefe Words 
with Tears in my Eyes* quickly turning myfelf 

away. 
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away Dubois who nerceiv'd it, and was very much 
devoted to me, Knowing the fecret Intentions 
of his Matter, and how much it would difpleafe 
him, (hould he give me the lead Dilquict, cafed 
me of my Alarms, which I had not Power to hide 
from him, by giving me an exa& Detail of the Lift 
his Matter led : As he faw this appeas'd me, he re* 
fnm'd his Difcourfe, and told me a Number of 
pretty Adventures that had happen 'd at Po*t*-M$uf* 
fen, which may find a Place perhaps in the Count 
of thefe Memoirs. 

, We were in one of the moft plea&nt of them* 
caus'd by Jealoofy, at which 1 was laughing very 
heartily, when Madam do G came and inter* 
rupted us : She gave Dubois a Letter for his Matter* 
who waited ^or nothing but this Difpatch, he took 
Leave of us and went away Pott. 

I felt a vatt Confolation in having wrote to 
the Marqutfs\ it was the firft Letter he received 
from me wherein the Sentiments of my Heart were 
clearly exprefied. Nothing gives greater Relief 
than the unbosoming onclelf, efpeciaily when one 
Is not fo much conmVd to the Forms of Dicorum 
and Modefiy; I never fhould have been able to 
have laid fo much by Word of Mouth, as I ven- 
tured to do by my Pen ; he has iince own'd to me, 
my Letter over whtlm'd him with Joy ; I imagine, 
from my own Experience, when Love is built on 
Etteem ana Vmoe, that the Sweets it affords, fur* 
pais a hundred Tunes thole thac arife from a Hur- 
ry of the Paffions, at leaft I have heard fo from 
thofe who have known both ; but to return every 
Body has hi* Tafte, and I think that ought not to 
be difputed 

In the mean Time, as J grew op, my Reafbn 
augmented with my Years ; this furnifh'd me with a 
Steadiness which Supported me againtt the dreadful 
Apprehenfions of what was to come. ^ Madamt dt 
wno had a great deal of Wit and Know- 
ledge 
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lodge of the World, gave -a polite Tern to my Edu- 
cation; the fincere Attachment me perceiv'd I had 
to her, (o preponefsM her m my Favour that ihe 
woetd paft whole Day* in my Company ; fhefeire* 
weent Conventions' had ckar'd up my Understand- 
ing ; without living in the World, ' I had learnt alt 
its Ways from the various Hiftories me plac'd be* 
fere lay fiyes, aad the daily Tranfaclibns that 
pels'd : When I was alone, I examia'd with Care, 
M -that had beea faid, and had Penetratioo enough* 
to draw this Conclufion in general, that each Sea* 
ion of our Lives draws after it its neceffary De- 
pendencies ; from whence I was perraaded that ia 
a SucceiBon of Things, Life pafies away, and that 
preftnt Evils are to be Apported by the Confidera- 
tiea that they either give Way to, or are relieVo! 
by, frefli Events that make us forget the pafs'd 3 
ia fine upon thefe Principles T drove on the Time, 
If 1 may be allow'd the Expreffion, in Hopes that 
sooner or later I ihould accompltih what I 4eftred % 
and this End, this Point, I will own it without a 
Blufh, was to fee myfelf one Day united to my 
Lover. 

I will not venture to fay, that People have a 
Preference of what is to happen to them : As a 
Woman, its not allow'd me to difcrfs the Point, 
nor woald my Sentiment be of any Weight ; all 
I know for certain is, that having ftaid pretty 
Sale one Night with Madam* d* G I went 

to my Chamber extreamly uneafy, which was 
not ufual : I had all the Difficulty imaginable 
in going to bed, tho' this was fcaice ever the Cafe : 
not knowing how to account for my want-bf Sleep, 
I began to read the Marqutff* Letters hoping that 
might footh me: Bat whether that they brought 
my Afflictions freih to my Memory or that the 
Stile of a Lover is no promoter to Sleep in young 
tVoplc, I was not able to dofe my Eyes ; how- 
ever I pat oat my Candle, aad went to Bed : The 

crowing 
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crowing of the Cocks* who proclaimed the ap- 
proach of Day, made me wifli for fome Reft; 
but, vain Attempt ? 'twas to no Purpofe to (hot 
my Byes, or change my Pofture, I was no fooner 
fettled on one Side, bnt I tofled to the other : 
Thefe perpetual Agitations tormented me to that 
Degree, that I refolv'd to rife and light my Can* 
die ;' in (hort I was juft getting up when J heard 
a Knock at my Door : I darted up thro 1 fright ; 
'twas then but Dawn of Day, and they were 
never uied to difturb me at that Hour j my Door 
was ftrongly bolted ; for ever fince the Deiign of 
taking me away, I was very exaft in thefe Pre* 
cautions: However they redoubled their Blows; I 
afk'd in a fearful Voice what they wanted ; it was 
Madame at G— that anfwer'd and bad me open 
the Door, but in fuch a Tone, that chilTd my 
Blood; I thought fhe was not alone, and that 
a Man was talking with her ; I fhatch'd up my 
Gown in my Arm, and the Door being open'd 
I faw a Gentleman enter accompanied by Madame 
at G ; his Mouth was open'd to fpeak, but 

after having nVd his Eyes on me, he* turn'd 'em 
towards my Prote&refs : truly, Madam, cried he, 
I did not think to difturb fo pretty a Lady; I 
am no longer furprifed at the Apprehensions Mon- 
fieur le Marquefs de L. V. is under : The Cunning 
and Intrigue of this lovely Girl, may chance to 
coft his Son many a Jaunt ; during this Difcourfe, 
Madame de G had flung herfelf upon my 

Bed, where I lay in a terrible Fright. Ah I 
Jenny how unhappy am I, faid ihe to me, to 
kave known you now, and to lofe you fo foon. * 
This Difcourfe overwhelmed my agonizing Soul. 
Juft Heaven, cried I in Tears, what is it you 
fay to me, Madam ? Ah ! I will never leave you, 
J'U fooner die, and threw myfelf into her Arms. 
The Stranger drawing near in a polite Manner. 
I am mortified, my charming young Lady, faid 
Vol. L N°. t>. T h* 
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he, to give you this Trouble; and mock mart 
for the Orders I have for an Arreft. Yoo wilt 
find neverthelefs, with the Hdp of that Under* 
fending this Lady says you pofleft, and of whkk 
I make no Doubt, fome Reafon not to be de- 
je&ed. Monfimr k Marfaefs on obtaining a Ltt- 
tr$ it Cachet to pat yoa into a Monastery, ought 
to- have made uk of thefe Perfons who are ap- 
pointed for that Porpofe ; bat he intruded me 
with his Defign and his Motives j a fecret In- 
clination made me defrre this Commiffion, more 
oat of Curiofity, I own to you, than any Defign 
of difpleafing you : I will add a third Motive, and 
I will not diffemble before this Lady, being through* 
]y convinced from the Friendihip (he profeflea for 
you, that {he may be traded ; 1 am a Friend and 
humble Servant of my Coufin, your Lover : Not- 
withftanding his Referve and his want of Confidence 
in me, I knew the whole Affair; as foon as it 
broke out, and as underftand the Intentions of the 
Marquefs his Father, pretended to approve them, 
to be able the better to manage his Refeajment ; 
fo that, Mifs, yon have nothing to fear; all the 
Hurt yoe'U have is to be fepaiated from Madam 
gi Q and much happier Day* will obliterate 

the Remembrance of the prefent ; I mud confefs 

Jour Tears and Condition greatly move me, and 
would not for the World have enter'd fo far into 
this Affair, 

Monfieur de St. Fal (that was the Stranger's Name) 
fighM when he fpoke thefe Words. Madame AG-—— 
endeavoured, from the Concern he ihew'd, to en- 

fage him to return without me ; and to fay for his 
Ixcufe, that I had made my efcape two Days 
before his Arrival : It is not practicable, Madam 
replied he, my Uncle knows perfectly well that 
Mifs is here at your Houfe ; a Perfon yon know, 
whom I muftVnot name, has a Spy in pay here 
at this Time, who, in cafe Madtmoifillt had gone 

from 
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from your Honfe, was te> iiave follow'd her, and 
inform where flit went; you fee, Ladies, I fpeak 
fincerely, you-cannot be long in judging from whence 
the Blow comes. Ah the wicked Creature' I cried 
I, 'tis the falfe Mifs d* E/bieux who carefs'd-me a* 
the Time ihe was contriving my Ruin. Madam* 
& G— ^ who was not fo nearly concerned as I, 
had no Suspicion of her. Upon what I faid the 
tura'd her Eyes towards M de St. Fa/, one Glance 
©f his convinced her of the Mifchievoufnefs of this 
Wretch : Shrugging «p her Shoulders ihe took me 
in her Arras, profiting (he never would abandon 
me. I cannot oppoft the King's Order*, faid <hc, 
nothing lefs fhould tear you from my Arms. The 
Letter your Lover's Father wrote is filled with 
Apologies, for the Violence wftkh he is obliged to ufe 
to prevent, he fay*, fatal Confluence* ; 'tis in Con* 
fideration to me, oetntimmd (he, that be ha* % lent 
his Nephew, intend of an Exempt, knowing, fays 
fiie, how much I efteesn you : On this Account, 
he affined me yon ftiould be treated with the ot- 
aoft Tendenoeie, wherefore my dear Girl, take 
Courage, fubmit to Neceifity, and behave yourfelf 
always with Prudence, God will blefs you, and 
will make you Triumph over Fortune and all thefe 
unlucky Accidents : She made a Sign to Monfieur de 
St. Fa/ to retire for a Moment ; and this charming 
Lady to animate me, took the moll effectual Way 
by telling me that it was on the like Occafions I 
ought to manifeft my(elf worthy of the Sentiments 
the Mar que fe had for me, and fliew an Elevation 
of Mind above my Birth which would reflect a 
Confuiion on Nature and Fortune for having been 
miftaken in bringing me into the World j befides, 
Jenny, confider the more you fuffer the more you 
will endear yourfelf to your Lover ; I fay no more, 
you underftand me ; we mutt watt God's Pleafure to 
accompliih the reft* 
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This Exhortation made an Impreffion; I found 
it comformidable to what paired »n my own Breaft: 
Yes, fays I, getting up and preparing to depart ; 
the Marquefs (hall acknowledge this Sacrifice I 
make him; I (lifted my Tears, and immediately 
refumed a ferene Countenance : 1 appeared quite 
another Perfon to M. de Saint Fat who entered a 
Moment after ; he was Yurpm'd and charm 'd to 
iee it. I behaved with all the Civilities, his Age 
and Rank rcquir'd, acquainting him I was ready 
to obey the Orders he bore, befeeching him to al- 
lure M. le Marquefs at his Return that I had a 
Refpeft for every Thing that came from him, his 
Severity not excepted. M. de St. Fal feveral times 
applauded my good Senfe and Refolution ; when 
all was ready, I embrac'd my much lov'd Pro- 
te&refs with the greateft Fondneis ; it was in vain 
to pretend to refrain, this Farewell was attended 
with my Tears, and I had the fame Proofs of her 
Sincerity : In giving me the la ft Adieu, iht Aid her 
Purfe into my Hand, without the Count"* perceiving 
it. As t was getting into the Chaife, poor Cbriftiu* 
broke out into loud Lamentations. 
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PART V. 

WHILE we were on the Rpad, which wat 
two Days longer than neceflary. for a 
Reafon I Audi mention hereafter, M de St. Pal be* • 
fcav'd with as much Refpecl and Compliance 
as if I had been a Perfon of the greateft Quality : 
I null except indeed the firft Day, which feem'd 
no v&[y favourable Omen of what was to come. 
They had reprefented me to him in fuch a mali- 
cious Light, that be concluded, as I had no E* 
ducatioh, he ihojuld have an eafy Conqaeft, and 
from thence aflumed a very familiar Air, but was 
much furprized to find himfelf taken up with a 
Resolution and Politenefs he little , expected ; In 
prder to intimidate me, hefet out with making 
me fenfible of the Power with which he was veil- 
ed, and the great Diftance Fortune had put between 
us. Under a Pretence of giving Advice, to pre- 
vent my being miferable .the reft p£ my Days, he 
counfeil'd me, as a Friend, to abate fomething of 
my Haughtinefs, and fuit my Behaviour to my Rank, 
the moit natural Method, as he frankly own'd, I 
could poiEbly take. To make this notable Harangue 
the more pathetic, my Charms and the EfFedt they 
had on him, were not forgot; to fay nothing of 
thofe familiar Appellations of Dear Child, Pretty • 
Gir/ t &c. He added, how great a Pity it would 
be, for one, fo handibme and genteel, to be buried 
alive; hinting from time to time, that no Favour 
was to be expected from the old Marquefs, who,. 
as St Fa/confefs'd, was much inceas'd again ft me, 
tod cofliequettfiy if I was once fecured in the Place, 
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his Orders dire&ed, I muft bid an eternal A&tu to 
the Pleafures of Life ; for that either by fair or 
other Means I (hould be compell'd to become a 
Nun : From Threats he made an artful Tranfition 
to Motives of a more alluring Nature, inviting me 
to accept of, and comply with his Paflion ; and as 
he fuppos'd I could not refufe him* he aflured me 
that not only he would fecure me from falling into 
the Hands of the old Marquefs, 'but even make me 

# pcrfeftly happy. 

Without vouchfafing any Anfwer to fuch Propo- 
fals, I only defir'd, with an Air which put him out 
of Countenance, that he would not trouble me with 
any more Difcourfe of fuch a Nature, but content 
himfelf with executing the Commiffion he had under-* 
taken; for that he might be allured, neither the Mis- 
fortunes with which I was threatened, nor the delu- 
ding Bates fet before me, (hould ever prevail upon 
me to deviate from the Plan I had laid down, of a 
steady Adherence to the Principles of Virtue and 
Honour. The Count rallied me upon the Oddnefs 
of my Behaviour, as he was pleas 'd to term it ; dif- 
play'd, tho* to no purpofe, a more modifti Syftem of 
Morality, and feveral Times fcem'd inclined to be 
very free with me. I had the Addrefs, in a polite 
Manner, to defeat his Attacks, and make him fen- 
fible how unworthy a Part he a&ed for a well-bred 
Man, in endeavouring, by the Power and Authority 
Chance had put into his Hands, to feduce a young 
Creature, left without any Defence but what her 
Tears and Weaknefs could afford ; I made it a 
Point wherein Worth and Honour were highly in- 
terefted, and touch'd him nicely concerning the 
Rank and Behaviour of a Man of Quality j in fine, 
Virtue fupplied me with fo much Eloquence on the 
Occafion, that this young Nobleman, dangerous 

• as he was, and who that very Evening could not 
prevail on himfelf to leave my Bed Chamber, at 
laft retired cover 'd with Confuikm, for having drawn 
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upon himfelf (6 many Remonftrances, the Solidity 
of which he could not but acknowledge, begging 
of me to forget the Vexation he had occafion'd, 
for which he promifed to make an ample Satisfac- 
tion by a far different Conduit for the Future. I 
accepted of his Excufes in a proper Manner, and 
went to Bed cruelly difturbed, as well with what had 
happened, as what was dill to come. 

The next Day St. Fal changed his Battery : quite 
another Man, behaving with all the Politenefs ima- 
ginable, in which I thought proper not to be behind* 
hand. He took up feveral amufing Subjects, to di- 
vert me, as he faid on my Journey. His Conventi- 
on was eafy, and plainly fhew'd he had feen a great 
deal of the World, and did not want Wit ; he was 
furpriz'd to find I had fome Share of it myfelf, look- 
ing upon me in the main as a mere Country Girl j 
but he ought to have known, that nothing is more 
apt to take a right Turn, than a young Perfon, who 
has the Happincfs to fall into proper Hands. Befides, 
my Misfortunes had enlighten *d my Understanding, 
and taught me to make proper Reflections ; to fay 
nothing of the Friendship with which Madam d$ 
G had honoured me, a Lady of noble Sen- 

timents, and exceedingly well-bred, and who had 
taken a Pleafure in forming me, fo that I entirely 
poffefs'd myfelf, whatever was the Subjeft of the 
Converfation. A thorough Knowledge of the 
World, 'tis true, can only be acquired by Expe- 
rience ; but where there is a tolerable Capacity, and 
a Defire of being inftru&ed, in a little Time a con- 
fiderable ProgreS may be made. 

Part of the third Day paffed without a Word from 
the Count : He view'd me frequently with a kind of 
Satisfaction, which often ended with a Sigh ; this 
Behaviour very much alarm'd me, led he mould fall 
in Love, and prove another Chevalier d* Elbitux ; I 
p turn'd pale at the very Thought, alone as I was, no 

i{ Friend near, and abandon v d by the whole World. 
\-+ Sometime* 
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Sometimes I had Thoughts of endeavouring to make 
my Efcape, but whither mould I go ? What Part of 
the Country was I in ? A powerful Family, in who& 
Hands I was, violently incenfed againft me ; befidet» 
with mame I own it, I no longer had the Courage I 
was formerly podefs'd of; I was grown weak and 
tender, by being bred a fine Lftdv, and had loft that 
Roughnefs which boldly faces any Danger; a thou* 
{and Apprehenfion* concurr'd to alarm me, and made 
fuch an Imprest >n, that the Catmt plainly perceiv'd 
it. Have yon a Mind to Hop, Jenny, faid the 
Count , by yoor Countenance I am afraid you arc 
ill. Does the Journey fatigue yon too much r Von 
fieem buried in Thought, and under fomc Uneafi* 
nefs : I hope you don't remember what pafs'd when 
I had the Misfortune to incur your Difpleafure I 
Let me intreat it as a Favour, that you deal fiacere* 
ly with one who is ready to do every Thing that 
can poffibly contribute to make you ea r y, and will 
&ek all Occafions of making amends for the Af- 
fronts he ofler'd, led into a Miftake by an urjuft 
Prejudice, which the Knowledge of your diftingui&Vd 
Merit has entirely haniuYd. 

This Apology the cruel Reflexions which then 
perplex'd me, the Apprehenfion of what was to 
come, the new Convent, indeed, wkh wbkh I was 
threatened, all put together, meked me into Tears. 
This is too much, cried the Count 4$ St. Fai, moved 
at my Condition, your Giief overwhelms me, I can* 
not bear k any Longer I Notwit ftanding a thousand 
Reafons for the contrary, a prevailing Motive at- 
taches me, Mifs, to your Intereft, to far even at 
not to comply with the Injunctions which fir A brought 
ns acquainted : I cannot be io void of Companion aa 
to execute my Coram tffion. which, from what I faid 
the other Day. I eafily guef* has given you this Dis- 
turbance ; but, make yourfelf eafy, whatever may 
be expeded from me. I cannot bear to do any thing 
which torce* Tears ifom the ineit Jiyes I e'er be* 

held; 
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held ; you ihall be convinced how great an Effeft 
your Charms have on alt thofe who approach you ; 
don't biufli at the Acknowledgment I make, it pleads 
an Excufe for my CounVs Paffion, whofe Happinefs I 
envy, and profefs myfelf his Rival; but be allured* ' 
I will not in the lead employ the Opportunity For- 
tune has put into my Hands, either to diminim your 
Inclinations for the Mar que fs, much lefs to conftram 
you to make any Return for the Vivacity of thofe 
Sentiments, with which you have infpired me. You 
figh, continued the Count, taking me by the Hand, 
do you doubt of my Sincerity? Put it immediately to 
a Trial, and you will know how far I am to be de- 
pended upon St Fal ftopp'd here, and feem'd to 
expett my Anfwer. Whatever Reafon he gave me 
to believe he had an Inclination for me, I was e- 
qually alarm'd, and the more Difcretion it feem'd 
accompany 'd with, I look'd upon it the more dange- 
rous ; I knew not what to fay, and my Eyes, fix'd 
on the Gound, difcover'd my Perplexity. What 
means this Silence, Mifs, continued St. Fal 9 is it 
a Mark of your Diftruft ? Do you think me capable 
of impoiing upon you ? If thefe are your Sentiments, 
I plainly fee I muft now pay for the Indifference, 
in which I have hitherto lived, and (hall feverely 
repent the Rafhnefs I have been guilty of, in thus 
expoiing my Liberty; ought I not to have forefeen 
this, and have concluded from my Coujins Paffion, 
to whofe Delicacy in Affairs of this Nature I am no 
Stranger, that you were certainly a very accom- 
pliih'd Perfon? Neverthelefs, whatever Injuftice 
you may ihew in my Regard, or Treatment 1 may 
receive at your Hands, I muft not regret my having 
undertaken this Com million, fince it furniraes me 
with an Opportunity of ferving you ; you (hall know 
very fhortly, continued he, pretty Jemv, that to 
fay and to do, is the fame Thing with me. Saying 
this, the Count put his Head out of the Chaife, and 
order 'd one of the Servants who rode by, to di- 
rect 
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red the Position to take the firft Road that led to 
Vtrjmlki. The Servant furpriz'd at this, replied, 
that Monfieur It Marfmff* Orders were directly 
contrary, and that . ■■ ■ Do at you are bid, cried 
the Count, interrupting him, and leave the reft to me. 
Accordingly the Servant retired, and we foon Article 
oat of the great Road. 

This Counter-Order farprized me, but* to fpeak 
the Truth, gave no manner of Uneafinefs ; the Place 
he mentioned, I knew to be the King's Refidence, 
which naturally recalled the dear Remembrance, fo 
imerefting and fo remarkable, of ray. meeting hia 
Majefty at FtntattttbUau, the Accident which afford* 
ed me the firft Knowledge of my Lorer j affected 
with thefe Ideas, my Imagination diipatchjd a great 
deal in a little Time, uniting feverai Thing* with 
meeh Vivacity j the Place where I was going waa 
to be the Abode of the Marquefs, and hither he 
might very poffibly foon return. Theft endearing 
Reflection* quickly difpeUM the lowring Clouds my 
prefent Situation had gathered. How eaiUy do 
Lovers revive I The Heart catches eagerly at the' 
mod remote Hopes that have any Connection with 
the Object beloved. The Count was too quick* 
lighted not to discover this Alteration, but was far 
from attributing it the true Caule ; he imagined it 
was only owing to hk Promife of not confining me 
in a Monaftery : Upon this he repeated k, and ad* 
ded, I mould be entirely my own Miilrcft, and be 
convinced by Experience, that though he would not 
be fo happy at to gain my Efteem, he would at leaft 
merit it by his Services and Complaifance. 

I was on the Point of returning a polite Anfwer to 
thefe frcfli AiTuraaces of his favourable Difpofttion in 
my Regard, when entering the Village where we 
were to dine, we (aw a Croud of People gather'4 a- 
bout a young Female Pilgrim, carrying or rather 
dragging an enormous Croft ; Good God ! cried I, 
howl pity that young Creature* and cofnmiferate her 

unhappy 
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unhappy Condition ! Cannot yam inform one, faid 
I to the Landlady, as I was getting out of the 
Chaife, what can be the Ariel Obligation th\* Pilgrim 
mult be under to travel thus ? 'Tis what nobody can 
account for, replied the Pcrfon I fpoke to, all I 
know of the Matter is, that feveral of the Inhabi- 
tants having given her Charity, fbe immediately dis- 
tributed it co die Poor about her, which occanWd 
the Acclamations yon dill hear, and fhews ibe is no 
ordinary Perfon : My Hniband had the, fame Cnrioft* 
ty, Mtifs, as yon have, and endca.v*ar'd to difcover 
die Myftery, but aM the Account he brought waa* 
that fhe faid (he was doing Penance, and performing 
n Vow ; that if fee fhould fuffer a great 4eal more* 
it would not be a lufRcient Attonemcnt for her Sm&s 
and that before file left the Village, we mould be 
acquainted with her Hiftory. 

All this only ferved to encreafe my Curiofity, at 
I toW the Count de St. Fat, and went in much dif- 
fatisried at not being able to learn any Thing far- 
ther. 

Being left alone in the Room whew the Cloth was 
laid, I imagined the Count was gone to the Stable, 
according 10 his Cnftom ; drawing near the Fire, I 
found my Vexation (which now could be no Nevd* 
ty) redoubling upon me: If dear St. Jgnes were bat 
with me, faid I to myfelf, I could calk over all toy 
Misfortunes? Certainly, nothing can be more mfup* 
portable, than on fome Occanons to be abandon 'd 
to one's felf 

Neverthekfs, the calling of 5/. Agnts to mind, 
occafion'd a Reproach to myfelf, for being fo flow 
in fervmg her : 'tis true, from the Time I parted 
from her, I had been fo narrowly watch'd on all 
Ocean ms by Mcukmoifelle d* Eibieux, {as Cbrifhna 
inform 'd me) that I had not the leaft Opportunity of 
acquitting myfelf of the Service I owed my Friend: 
I might indeed have left her Letters and Directions 
with Chrifiina at my coming away ; but, as at wan 

of 
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Of the grcateft Confequence not to hazard their be- 
ing loft 9 and that the whole Affair fhould be vigo- 
roufly purfued, I made a Scrapie of entrufting the 
Commiffion into the Hands of one, who, if Occa- 
sion required, could not ad but in Subordination to 
another. Such were the Motives which hitherto 
tied up my Hands ; but as we are never fo feniible 
of other People's Misfortunes, as when we fink un- 
der -the Weight of our own, fo thefe few Reflections 
placed in fuch a ftrong Light St. Agnes' % Grief for 
my Abfence, and what tedious Hours Expe&ation 
neceflarily counts, that I refolved, coil what it 
would, to perform my Promife, and fend by the 
firit Opportunity which offered, an Exprefs to deli- 
ver her Letters into her Lover's own Hand, or, in 
his Abfence, to. his Father ; the Thing feem'd the 
more feaiible, by reafon of the Money Madam* de 
G had given me, and which I had quite forgot, 
till this Defign of ferving St Agnes reminded me of 
it. I had a Curiofity to fee what my generous Pro- 
teclrefs had done for me, and found it amounted to , 
twenty -five Lous d'Ors / but \ how was I tranfported 

in opening a little Box, to find Madame de G 's 

Picture I I hugged it to me, and at this Moment, 
whilft I am writing thefe Memoirs, my Heart is 
moved at the Remembrance of what then pa/Ted. 
Yes, generous Lady, Til be ever mindful of your 
Goodnefs and the Friend (hip with which you ho- 
noured me ; the Lofs I have of you is always freih 
in my Memory, and if any Thing is wanting to com* 
plete my Happinefs, it is the being for ever deprived 
of you ! x Tis generally faid, that Women feldom 
bear an entire Friendship to one another j but I am 
an Exception from this Rule; and though I fhould 
live to be extremely old, the Memory of Madame de 
G ■ ■ will be ever dear. 

The Pi&ure I mentioned, was dill in my Hand, 
with my Eyes and Heart &x*d on it, when I was fur- 
prized by the Count leading in the Pilgrim. Here Mifs, 

faid 
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(aid he, is the lovely Perfon whofe Condition excited 
your Companion and Curiofity ; I have engaged her 
to cake up her Quarters here> and iht has promised 
xne to relate her Story to you'; it happens .very 
fockily, that this young Gentlewoman knows my 
Name, being related to an intimate Acquaintance of 
My Mother's : I am no Stranger to the Adventures 
of this pretty Creature, they have been much talk'd 
of in my Country, though in a manner, *& /he in. 
forms me, very different from the Truth. 

I hud rofe from my Seat when the beautiful P/7- 
grim entered the Room, and had embraced her very 
tenderly { But what the Count related, redoubled my 
Civilities to her, which the returned in a polite man- 
ner, becoming, a well-bred Perfon : When Dinner* 
time came, file was about to retire, but I prefs'd he* 
fo earneftly to dine with us \ that me confented to it» 
on Condition of being left entirely to her Own Ma- 
nagement in point of eating. At the fame Time, 
Ihe begg'd leave to ftep to the Kitchen, and J took 
that Opportunity to thank the Count de St. Fa/, for 
obliging me with the Company of the Pi/grim. It 
will be Time enough, Mifs, replied he, to make 
your Acknowledgments, when I have been fo hap* 
py as to be really fervkeable to you ; the lead Hint 
will always fuffice to make me immediately execute 
your Commands. The Pilgrim coming into the 
Room, hindered me from making a proper Reply * 
while St FaJ was fpeaking to her, I examined with 
great Attention her whole Perfon ; me was a fmsrt> 
Srown Woman, with large lively black Eyes, about 
twenty two j an engaging Afpecl, though with a 
particular melancholy Call ; (he had on a Waiftcoat 
of very fine Cotton, with, other Apparel fuitable* 
excepting a coarfe red Mantelet ovser htr Shoulders, 
adorn'd with Shells ; a Ruih Hat, ceck'd . fioat* 
ways, and lined with yellow Tafety, feenVd more 
defign'd to fet her off, than for U(e: Tall and 
well made, with an eary Carriage $ the Tan on her 
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Face (hew'd flic had been fomt Time expoa'd to the 
Inclemencies of the Weather ; but when her Glove* 
were off, the Finenefe of her Complexion was very 
conspicuous. 

. Whilft I made this Scrutiny, a few Sighs forced 
their Way; as often as we compaffionat the Suffer* 
ings of others, if we have any Reafon to complain 
ourfelves, we greedily appropriate the greateft Part 
of our Pity. I was much affe&ed with this young 
Perfon's Conversation, frequently interrupted by her 
Sighs and Complaints agairJl the Severity of her 
Fate which was feldom mentioned without Tears; 
this was abundantly Sufficient to make me follow her 
Example.: I comforted her, and took her in my 
Arms with as much Familiarity as if we had been 
long acquainted : Thefe Tokens of my Tendernefs 
mitigated her Sorrow, and were requited with equal 
Proofs of her AfFe&ion to me. 

Dinner being brought in, put an End to our Con- 
versation which was melancholy enough, and after 
fome little Ceremony, we fat down to Table, when 
67. Fal and I faw, to our great Surprize, fome conrfe 
Bread an4 Water placed before the Pilgrim ; this 
made ns very prefling to engage her to eat fome Soup 
with us, but in vain, fhe defiring "to be excufed, oh 
account that if (he complied with our Requeft, her 
Penance, by a Law fhe had impofed on herfelf, 
jnuft lad eight Days longer ; otherwife, the current 
Day was the laft, being on the Morrow to change 
her Way of Life to fomething more comformable to 
the reft of the World. Thefe Reafons prevailed, 
2nd we left her to follow her own Method. When 
Dinner was done, which, notwithitanding St, FaTs 
Endeavours to divert and make me eat heartily, was 
jiot long, the pretty Pilgrim prevented as on the 
Subjeft of her HiJtory, faying neverthelefs, .that if 
we were ftraighten'd for Time, fhe would cut off the 
circumftantial Part, and give us what was moil ma- 
terial ia few Words. &. Fal, who feem'd more a*~ 
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(entire than ever to find ont what was agreeable to 
me, difcover'd that fuch a mangling of the Story 
would deprive me of a great deal of rleafufe; upon 
Which he immediately replied, chat my Journey was 
not of fuch Confequence, as to deprive me (o foon 
of fach an amiable Companion ; adding, with a 
Smiley that he believ'd it would not be very dif- 
agreeable, if he fhould entreat me to ftay till next 
jJay, which he thought neceflary to prevent a too % 
great Fatigue : I bow'd to him, as an Acknowledge* 
ment of his Complaifance. 

The Pilgrim feeing us difpofed to hear her, faid, 
before (he enter'd upon her Story, that we was over- 
joyed at what was concluded on, as well as at the 
Pleafure of my Acquaintance ; not being to go her* 
felf till the Day following, for that {he expected a 
Chaife to meet her over night, in which fhe intended 
to reach her Journey's End. 

When the Cloth was taken away, and we left to 
etorfelves, the young Pilgrim began her Hiitory in the 
following Manner : 

I am the Daughter of a very rich Phyfician of 
Montpellier, whofe Repute was fo great, that he was 
often fent for a hundred Leagues off; 'tis true, in the 
Cures he perform 'd, an unufual Succefs feem'd toat-i 
fend him, icarce one Patient in thirty mifcarrying un- 
der his Hands, which contributed very much to the 
great -Vogue he was in to his laft Breath 
> At the proper Age I receiv'd an Education fuit- 
able to the Fortune defign'd for me ; the beft Maf- 
ters were employ'd : The Facility with which I took 
my Learning, occaiion'd a favourable Opinion of my 
Parts, and the Charms People fancied they faw in 
me, or rather my great Fortune, foon drew a Croud 
of very confiderabie Admirers. 

The Define my Father had, being already advan- 
ced in Years, to fee me married, an Earneltncs of 
Which he often expreiTed when we weic amongi* our* 
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fclvci, occafion'd mv being continually importuned 
to make a Choice $. but the Antipathy I had to Ma- 
trimony was fo. great, that I could not bear to hear it 
mentio&M ; every Day. furniih'd fo many Inftances 
Qf faithlefs Men, and their Brutality to their Wives 
when become their Mailers, by rhe moil fubmiHiva 
Addrefles, that I could not prevail with my (elf to 
encreafe die Number of fuch unfortunate Wretches. 
Thefe Prejudices were fo ftrongly fiVd in my Mind, 
that one Day I openly declared to my Father, who 
was ufing all his Authority with me to accept of one 
whofe Pretentions he favoured, that if he perfiiled ia 
containing my Inclinations, either a Monaftery or 
Peath itfelf ihould free me from fuch Importunities : 
This Protection was folio w'd by a Torrent of Tears ; 
and, as he perfe&ly doated on me, it prevailed with 
him to prbmife that I ihouid be left entirely at my 
own Difpofal. 

I was now torn'd fixteen ; I had not only made a 
considerable Progrcfs in tbofe Aru which are ufually 
learnt, bat even in Phyiick, which my Father 
taught me, and found a Pleafore in making me a 
considerable Proficient ; charm 'd with the Difpofi- 
lion I Ihew'd for it, and the Eafe with which 1 fur* 
mounted all the Difficulties of that Science* he let 
ao Bounds to his Le&ures; my Memory* like a 
fruitful Field, yielded a plentiful Harveft of what-, 
ever was fown in it, jfmatomy, Botatj, OfleoUgj, all 
were difplay'd and underliood ; in fine, at eighteen 
I was. fo far advanced in the Mvfteries of Ejculapis 9 
that I wrote a Treatile of Phyiick in Latin concern- 
ijig— ^_and dedicated it to my Father : The Re- 
putation I acquired by this Work reach'd the moft 
diflant Countries, convincing Proofs whereof my Fa* 
tber rccjeiv'd in a fhort Time. 

There came a Letter from a Phyfician at UJb<m % 
acquainting him that there had fallen into his Hands 
t Book wrote- by his Daughter, that he had read it 
icry attentively, and focoTd. a Judgment of he* Ca- 
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f*dtf from this learned Production \ that at he au 
tributed tiifis Prodigy to tke great Skiif of the Fa. 
ther, he thought him the propereft Perfon in the 
World to form an only Son of his ; that he begg'd, 
in Conftteration of the Science they mutually pro* 
fefe'd, he would cake the Care of "him, there being 
nothing he would not do to met it a Favour he bad lo 
Jfctfch at Heart. 

My Father, who Aill periifted in his Defign of 
marrying me, though he would not break the Pro* 
nrife he bad made, refolv'd to take in-this Boarder; 
hoping that, under a Pretext of leaving the Care op 
his Studies to me, on account of his own Age and 
Infirmities, be might give the young Man an Op- 
portunity of gaining my Affections, and weaning me 
from the Relifii I had for a Jingle Lire; evpeeling' 
that being continually in my Company* if his Per- 
fon was any thing tollerable, he might at laft com- 
pafs what was fo much defined. 

In purfuance to this, the Lifittn Phyfician had a 
very civil Anfwer which accepted of his Propofal, 
acquainting him that he might fend his Son' as foon 
as Ire pleas *d, and that no Endeavours Jhould be 
wanting to convince him he was not deceived in the 
Choice he had made. 

It's true, my Father took an extraordinary Sort 
of Precaution before he fent his Anfwer. As he 
had no other View in receiving this Boarder, but 
what has been already mentionea, he privately in- 
formed himfelf from Ufion whether the Phyfician'* 
Son was of a Turn likely to please the Ladies : He 
was ovfcrjoy'd to hear that his Perfon was exceed* 
iagly amiable, and -his Conducl add Manners without 
Reproach ; upon this he immediately wrote as I 
(aid before, and waited aa Anlwer wkh great Im. 
patience. 

In eight Day's Time he had the Pleafure of a 
Letter from the Phyfician, with an Account of the 
Son's being on his Journey, My-Father acquainted 
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my Mother and me of his coming,, but in to artful 
Manner ; in" order to furprife me and work, the de-t 
Jtr'd Effect in my Heart, he told ray Mother, pre* 
tending not to obferve I over-heard, him, that what 
he diflik'd in the AiFair was the young Man's being 
*e*jr de/oroV4 and ugly $. he enlarged upon the Diu 
suit which muft necefiarily arife from Jiving with 1 
luch People, and that he. would have gladly excusM 
-fcimfelf, but the- Perfon. in Queftion was fo earne&ly 
, recommended by khoft for whom he had the greateaV 
Reipecl and /Confideratjon, that he chofe rather to* 
undergo the Mortification, than difoblige. Jo many 
qi his bed Friends. 

. The Averfion I always had to Men, made mot 
very little attentive to what my Father laid; it only 
fcrved to form in my Mind an. exceeding difagree* 
able Idea of our future Boarder : But, how was I 
ibrpris'd,. when-one Night at- Supper; there enter'd 
jthe Room a young Man, beautiful beyond Expreffi* 
OP, who, 'as we were preyipufly inform'd, was. the 
Boarder expe&ed from Lijbon My Father receive 
hjm With open Arms, overjoyed to find he was note 
imposed on, and perfwaded by the Afloniihmcnt L 
betray 'd, he-had, hit upon theright Method of conv^ 
faffing his Defigns. 

It-s trne the graceful Appearance and polite Be* 
haviour of this Stranger both difturbed and forpn&d* 
me; to expert to fee a defcrm'd PerTon and find* 
him exceeding * handfome, mull make a deep Im-- 
predion: on a young Hearts I could not refrain* 
from viewing him, in hopes of.difcovering Jbmelta*~ 
feels* but found it was- in vain : His Hair, which* 
was of an afhen Colour, fell careiefly. in t large 
Ringlets on hu Shoulders, and notwithstanding the- 
Diforder his Voyage had occafion'd in his Djreft, hie* 
Air had fomething fo grand in it, that after a long • 
Scrutiny I could: not poiEbly diftike him? I role 
from Table, nettled to fiod nothing, in him that: 
fatted the. Averfion J. fancied. I had. to. the whole. 
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Sex* and notwithstanding my Father and Mother's 
Commands for me to ftay r I retired tt* "my Cham* 
her cryimjlike a Child. 

Is it not with JuJtice tbtt Cswricioufoef* is Iook'4* 
upon to be the diftinguifhing Cnara&eriftielr oP oar 
whole Sex I Wat not my Behaviour on this Occa- 
fion a fineolar Inilance of it?- My Heart and Bye* 
were no fooaer freed from the hnpreffiov I have al- 
ready mention'd, hot I fond* myfelf more averfe tor 
Matrimony than ever ; in vain did -my Afle&iont* 
firaggle againft {0 unreasonable a Conduct, my Oh* 
Jtsnacy prevasKd over both the Importunities- of my 
Barents and my own Inclinations, for in a few Days 
the young Man's Presence difarnTd* the Haughtinefg 
of my mart, as my Father plainly perceived. In" 
order to fnceeed in their Defign, it was refolved 
that I (hooldt read: a Coutfe of Phyfick to the Boar* 
der ; I piqued myfelf on complying dn this* Qcca- 
fion, and hiding- from B*E%& (for fo the Boarder- 
was called) the Fleaiurerji* Company afforded : butt* 
how weak are we when in Love, and how dHRcolf 
is it: to gain fttch Victories without hazarding the- 
moft dangerous Revolutions f The' perpetual Con- 
ftrainc I was under to difguife my Sentiments,, and** 
the. conftant Guards I was obliged to keep over my- 
felf, was too great a Shock to my Inclinations for a- 
tender Connotation* to fuppoft 5 I* funk, under* the 
Weight, and fell dangerouuy ilh 
. Belizai never left my Bed fide ; if my Refcrlutkm 
gave way at. the Sight ofhim, he was not lefs cap* 
ttvated on his Side*; he -fecretly. admired me from* 
the Jirft, but having difcover'd my Humour, and re- 
gulating his Behaviour upon the Antipathy I ex- 
prefs'd to the fofter Paifione, his Conduct, either- 
'through Timidity or Discretion* was-fe circunr* - 
fped and. reftrain'd, that,, led by my% capricious 
Temper,. I blamed him for it. inr my Heart* But 
when I fell Tick, he left me no farther Room to find 
fault with him* He threw off ail roibraint whciv he - 
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Jstw the Danger I was m, and gate *eiy ttmviac* 

ing Proofs both of hti Pa(fion and Grief • tire Traov 
fports he indulged himfelf in, were fo acceptable 
to my 'Father, that he protmVd BiBzm. if it fhoild 
nleafe God to reftore my Health, he would join oui* 
Hands in cafe no Obftacle arofe from an/ Dhlifce of 
nine. Trnnfportcd with this Prombfe, and looking 
upon me, at he told me, in the Quality of his dear 
Wife, he would fcarce fufrtr any. one elfe to <do the 
leaft Thing for me : The Condition to which I was 
reduced* and his known DHcretiea, pleaded an in* 
dnlgence for his Tenderncfs; bat the Small Pox 
foon appearing and my Father being apprehensive^ 
for his Boarder's Health, he was debar 'd from 
coming into my Chamber. The timorous Bt&zai 
ofoey'd, but with fo much Regret and Vexation' 
that he loft his Appetite* my Father perceiving 
this* and fearing lead Jits over Precaution might 
bring on what he endeavoured to prevent, left htm 
to his Liberty ; this, which he called a Favour, - 
Was so fooncr granted, bat he preiently recover'd 
bis ufual CheerfuineR During the firft Davs of. 
BtUxaft being removed for the Reafons above* 
mentioned, when the Intervals of my Illnefs permit- 
ted, I was fcafible of his Abience and fuffer'd cruelly 
by it, breathing out abundance . of Sighs, without 
dtfeovering the real Caufe. Ah \ without doubt, faid 
I to my felt, Bctixai is gone, dtfcourag'd, as he weH- 
may, by my Indifference ; he is gone ! and offers 
elfewhere thofe Vows which here found fo cold a 
Reception : or rather, has not my Illnefs, dishgur'd 
me to that Degree, that the little Beauty which once 
could fecure his Affections, is now no more! Either 
Refln&oa pierced my very Soul $. thefc Agitations, 
encreas'd my Ulneis to that Degree that had' not 
Btltzas .returned as he did by my Father's Permif- 
Jien, Life was fleeting faft away: His Prefence 
caiTd it beck ; the Deipahr he exprefa'd at my ex- 
treme ©eager, being an undeniable Proof of his 
\ Constancy 
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Coafiancy and Love, was a precious Bajm reaaj* 
mating my beriumb'd Senfes; I began to recover, 
bat what chiefly contributed to it, and fed my Va* 
nity befides, was, that being fond of my few Charms 
efpecially from the Time my Heart was^otangled 11% 
Love, I found I would not in the lead be mark'd 
with the fmall Pox. 

My Father who during the Courfe of my IUnef* 
had been cruelly alarmed, was tranfported at my 
Recovery ; he ihew'd it by the large Alms and othei 
Works of Piety he employed as an Acknowledgment 
for fo great a Blefling, and to obtain it's Continue 
ance till my Health was fully re-eftabliih'd; being 
nneafy that all his Experience and Remedies could 
not prevail againft a languifhing Weaknefs undec 
which I laboured. Bat in three Months after the 
fmall Pox was over, he bad greater Reafoa than ever 
to be affli&ed, for I was ieiz'd with a continual 
Vomiting; this was attributed to a JBUforder of 
my Stomach, and proper Remedies were tried ; but 
without Succefs, till in the fourth Month it ceas'd, 
when I began to mend, though I ftill was troubled 
with a kind of Loathing, and odd Fancies that were 
not ufual. 

Be/tKoi Hill continued his Affidnity about me, but 
notwithftanding my fecret Inclinations,. I behaved 
outwardly as oFual : Though I really loved him more 
than mylelf, yet I could not conquer an Averfion f 
had to declare my Mind, as he well deferv'd for hit 
Tendernefs, Love, and Complaifance ; a Declara- 
tion which at once would have compleated the Joy 
both of him and the Family, being what he Jo ear- 
neilly defired: My Father attributed this Indiffer- 
ence for Beli%ai to my old Averfion in regard of 
Men in general, but was Hill in Hopes that in Time 
my Mind might Change. . 

My Health was now entirely re-eftabliuVd, ex* 
cept fome Twitches I felt, which from Time to Time 
were almoft iniuppor table. The Account I gave my 
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Father of it, and my comparing it to a living Crea* 
tare, made him conclude that I had fomething with- 
in me, bred by a Conflux of Humours, that prey'd 
Upon me and fepported k's Life at the Expence of 
mine, which it wore away by degrees $ examples, 
though not frequent, are not wanting of fuch Pb<*+ 
nomena, and thence he concluded, to his great Amaze* 
ment, that it was my Cafe ; he called a Confutation 
of Phyficians, unwilling to rely on himfelf in fo nice 
a Point, and wherein he was fo nearly concerned. I 
was examined and k appearing that I felt the Moti- 
ons, before mentioned, when rafting, or begriming 
to eat, it was concluded that my Father's opinion^ 
was preferable to any thing that had been alledg'd 
on the Subject and that as the Cafe was exceeding 
dangerous as well as extraordinary, an incifion was 
the only means of freeing me from what fooner oi 
later would certainly prove my Deftru&ien. 

This Prescription threw the whole Family into the 
•tmoft Confternaticn ; my Father after drying hit 
Tears, came and acquainted me with it, having pre* 
pared me with all that Religion, or Reafon could 
fcggeft; I mult own that the Conclusion of his Ha* 
rangue ftruck a Terror into me, fince I found that 
in performing the Operation the leaft Accident might 
be fatal I took that Night to conjrder of it, and 
any one will eafily imagine, that in fuch a Situation 
I got but little Rell. » it was near Day before I (hot 
my Eyes; neverthelefs opprefs'd as 1 was, 1 began 
to done, when on a fodden I ftarted up at a Voice 
Which faid diftinclly, Ltndamnt y befurt you dm % t con- 
Jent to tbt Operation , infrwo Months jou njuiU be certain* 
fy curfd. Terrified at the Voice, and coverM with a 
cold Sweat, J called aloud for Help to my Father, 
whofe Chamber was near mine; he immediately rofe 
and came to know the Occafion of my Outcries t 
when i told him what had happened, he endeavunr'd 
to bring me to myfelf by periuading me, that con* 
fidcnng the Anxiety I went to ficd in, it was eafy to 
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comprehend that the Vapours of a Sleep fo reafona- 
$y difturbed, might Occafion a Dream, which would 
make the greater Impreffion, as it arofe from the Ap* 
p^ehe nfion* the Soul is continually under, with re* 
gin} to a Seperation from the Body: for a Conm> 
nation of what he aiTerted, he reminded me of 
what I read a hundred Times in oar Treatifes of 
phytic, that in a violent Fever, the fubtile Vapours 
which mount to the Brain, caufe fo great a Difturb? 
*nce. and Confufion in the feveral Parts about the 
Pineal Gland, that it conceives Objecls very far dik 
fercnt from what they really are. in themfelves ; that 
they not only reprefent them thas to the difturbed 
Imagination, but even to the Eyes themfelves : it 
{Onetimes happens that the very Ears feem to hear, 
e,yen when we are awake, whole Sentences which 
fire nothing but the Produce of a diitemper'd Brain, 
. Thefe Remarks, however well founded, made no 
Imprenloni I was too well ' fatisiied of what had 
lhappen'd, neither had I any Fever, and confequent* 
!y np^ in the Situation my Father fuppos'd; befides, 
my Studies had not entirely conquered the Prejudices 
pf Clpilfihood, and our Sex, whatever Progrefs it 
m4y make in Learning, always retains fome little 
§nare of it's natural Weaknefs; I. dreaded Appari- 
tions, and imagined the Voice to come from fome* 
tiding of that Nature; I was pofitive I had been 
acquainted with the Voice, from whence I conclud- 
ed chat fome Friend of the Family juit departed 
JU4 given me that Admonition ; my Father made 
light of all this, and fet it afide by philofophical 
Argument* which at lail convinced me s the great 
Confidence I repos'd in his Learning and Experience 
obliged me to yield the Point, but at the fame Time 
J declared to him that finding myfelf much better 
4nd free from the Pains I had complain'a of (which 
was only a Faint to avoid the Operation) 1 could 
Apt think of coining to an Extremity 3 he would have 
' . ' wplied,. 
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replied, but I fell into foch a Fit of crying, that oat 
of Compaflion he gave me his Word, he would not 
infill upon it. 

Notwithstanding the Danger with which the Phy- 
ficians threatn'd me, in Cafe I did not comply with 
what they order'd, my Health improv'd daily, cx- 
cepting thofe interior Motions I felt, but did not 
dare mention for fear of the fatal Operation ; never- 
thelefs, the Uneafinefs this new Habit of Body oc- 
cafion'd, was far inferior to what I laboured under 
on Account of my Sleep: naturally I flept but little, 
and Was fo alert that a Moufe would wake me ; but 
after the Small Pox it was quite otherwife; Iwas'fo 
alter'd as to this particular, that I not only flept 
many Hours, but it was often morally irapoffiblc to 
wake me ; my Maid alluring me that fhe frequently 
pulled me about for half an Hour before I open'd 
my Eyes, and fometimes could notcfFe&it; that 
one Day particularly fhe was very much frighten'd, 
imagining X was in a Pit, and would have called my 
Father, but that I had ftriftly charged her never to 
acquaint him with my Ailments, for fear of bring* 
ing on the terrible Operation with which I wa* 
threatened. This Detail made me renew the Prohu 
bition for the fame Reafon, and from my own 
Knowledge in Phylick I took fuch Remedies as are 
proper to thin the Blood, and of Courfe to prevent 
the ill Confequences of a continual Sleepinefs. 

One Morning being awake fooner than ordinary 
Belizai; lent in my Maid to defire leave to fpeak a 
Word with me: I was then in Bed, as I generally 
had been of late by reafon of a heavy Wearinefs, I 
could no ways account for, and which made my Fa- 
ther and Mother very uneafy, left what the Phyfi- 
cians had foretold, fhould come to pais; Decency 
obliged me at firft to refuie Belt**?* Kequeft, but he 
infilling on coming in and declaring he fhould not 
Hay a minute, I ordered the Maid to remain in the 
Room. He held a Letter in his Hand, with a 
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deje&ed Air, and Melancholy painted on his Coun- 
tenance; the very Sight of him made me ftart, with- 
out knowing the Reafon. He trembled as he drew 
near the Bed fide I am going, faid he, to leave you, 
Mademoifelle, having juft now received an Account 
that. my Father lies at the Point of Death; my Grief 
——It's very natural, (faid I interrupting him, 
pierc'd to the very Soul, and fcarce able to diffemble 
it) I am much concerned at your Trouble : Would 
to God, cried Belizai not regarding the Maid's Pre- 
fence, it were really fof What a Comfort fhould £ 
receive from you lharing in the Affliction 1 muft un- 
dergo, when abfent from you! We miftake each 
other, replied I ftilt diflembling, I mean the Danger 
your Father is in, which has not the leaft Conriecti- 
on with what you juil now mention 'd. . It's too evi- 
dent, replied the charming Belizai > that you will 
not understand me; I blufli when I own, that what 
calls me away does not moll alarm me : cculd I but 
lay open my Heart, that you might read what paiTes 
there! Whence comes this cruel Averfion to Men? 
Am I too included in it? Ah! lovely Lmdanune^ to 
what has this Notion prompted me! How happy 
fhould I be, if you do not one Day condemn the 
- Rafhnefs of a Paffion, which durit not face the Light ! 
I under Hand you not, replied I, amaz'd at his dark 
Expreffions, and furprized at his looking ftedfaliJy 
on me, which was not ufual. What Fear of the 
Light is it you hint at, continued I ? What Encou- 
ragement did I ever give, that you fhould entertain 
me with fo much AiFurance upon the Subject of 
Love? My Right, replied Be/izai in Confufion, i's 
of fuch a Nature— -He was going on when my 
Father came into the Room; 1 was extremely con- 
cern'd at the Interruption of a Difcourfe, which fo 
much affe&ed me, and which hitherto it was impof- 
fible for me to comprehend. 

My Father who by the fame Poll had likewife re- 
ceiv'd the News, came to inform Belixai of the* 
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Particular*; hi* Voyage was immediately concluded 
op, the revolving upon which overpowered me: In 
Love, as J was, (o awful a Preface as my Father 
obliged me to ftifle my Tears : The Mojnen* was 
now come, in which my Weaknefs muft have difco- 
' ter'd itfelf to open View. BeUzai retired with my 
Father, after taking his Leave in the moil refpeftful 
Manner : overwhelmed with AnguiJh I fent the Maid 
away, and being alone I abandoned myfelf to Affliction. 

It was near ten at Night before I thought pf eat* 
Mg> or would fuffer any one to be in my Chamber; 
but finding myfelf feiz'd with a violent Cplicfc which 
encreas'd every Moment, I rung my Bell for help ; 
my Maid was fcarce enter'd the Kooin when I cried 
out bitterly, and thought myfelf on the Point of ex* 
piring : The Servant terrified at the Condition I was 
in, rajn to acquaint my Father, who immediately 
enter'd the Room with my Mother; their Prefence 
afforded me no Relief, nor hinder'd my Moans; my 
Father with all his Skill, was miftaken, and appre- 
hended I fhould be ftifled by the Creature, the Phy- 
ficians fuppos'd I had within me; he ordered 
fome Blood to be taken away, which gave me a lit- 
tle Relief, but the fatal Colick returning with great* 
er Violence than ever, and throwing me into Con* 
vulfions, he burfls into Tears, and whifper'd my 
Mother that there was no hopes of my Life; and 
that I could not poffibly furvive till Morning; this 
threw the whole Family into the utmoii Defpair .- 
Phyficians and Surgeons were called in, and, whilft 
I was making my Confeflion, confulted what to do : 
They all agree (except one, who, after feeling my 
Pulfe, went away ihrugging up his Shoulders) that in 
this Extremity the Operation fhould be attempted. 

My Father was comfng into my Room to prepare 
me for fuch a horrible Prefcription, not doubting 
bat the Prefence of Mind and good Senfe I retained 
in my Torments, would effect an entire Resignation 
to the Will of Heaven: But alas! there was no Oc- 
casion 
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tafion for any thing of that Kind: How lhall I 
dart to acknowledge my Shame, Continued the 
lovely Pilgrim, eafting down her Eyes, and blulhingl 
Nature, prefs'd to eafc me of a Common and ufual 
Burthen, made fo violent an Effort, that, the whole 
Hoafe ringing with my Cries, I brought forth a little 
Creature without any one Affiftance; my Mothet 
(mote her Breait at the Sight, and my Father quite 
Thunderilrtfck, left the Room with a broken Heart: 
The Apprehension lei! Reproaches might prove Of 
fatal Conference, prevailed on my Mother to flifle 
her Rage ; me conftrain*d herfelf fo far as to make 
much of me, and ferve me in Place of a Midwife'; 
t furTer'd myfelf to be guided, without the lead 
Sufpicion Of What had happened, believing very 
Jincerely that it was only the ftrangt Creature fo often 
mention 'd, from which Heaven was pleas'd at lafc 
ro fret me. 

I gave the greater Credit to it as the Child was 
Hill-born, which might very well happen from the 
Difficulty of the Birth, and want of proper Affiftf- 
tiftce, as the real Caufe of my Ulnefs was not fur- 
jnii'd; Ten Days pad on in this Manner, during 
which my Father never came near me : I enquired 
for him every Moment, as aifo a Defcription of the 
Creature from which I had been freed; I could 
get no Anfwer to my Queftions ; Sighs and Tears 
generally follow'd, which was all the Satisfaction I 
received. 

But, as 1 had recovered fome Strength, and 
thought myfelf out of any immediate Danger of 
Deatn, f refolv'd to rife and fee what was become 
of my Father, who never appear'd. The Sorrow 
finder which my Mother and the Servant feem'd to 
fink, dffturbed me very mtich, and their Anfwers 
nor agreeing exafliy together, I threw myfelf out of 
Betf, folly refolv'd to penetrate into this Myftery. 
Go to your Bed again, cruel Child, faid my Mother 
Jtordflg- me to comply, and don't compleat the Nam- 
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ber of your Crimes in too Toon deftroying my Life 
by the Lofs of yours, which cannot be far off after 
the Dishonour you have brought upon yourfelf ; be 
fatisfiea with the bitter Anguifh with which you 
have overwhelmed me, by bringing your Father to 
the Grave thro* your vile Behaviour, and don't add 

to your farther Reproach Good Godf what 

is it I hear, cried I in a Tranfport ? What ftroke is 
this that is aim'd at me ? My Father dead ? I bring 
him to the Grave f Yes, cruel Creature, replied my 
Mother interrupting me and fhedding a Torrent of 
Tj^ars, your Father paid the Debt of Nature two 
Uays after that fatal one, which you blackened by 
fpreading Shame and Confuiion over the Family. 
Heavens! replied I weeping bitterly, what Crimes 
have I committed, what am I accus'd of! Wretch 
that I am in the very Jaws of Death, langui filing 
for (b many Month, not feeing the Face of any one, 
what is it I am thus reproached withal ? But, Daugh- 
ter, my dear Daughter, cried my Mother, to what 
Purpofe do you thus plead Ignorance? how can you 
hope to find an Infamy, which I was an Eye-witnefs 
of, and every Body knows ? Notwithstanding all the 
Precautions we employ'^ to fcreen our .Shame from 
the Eyes of the World, the whole Town ie too well 
informed— -Inform 'd of what** cried I interrupt- 
ing her, and paft all Patience at what (he faid; 
.Explain yourfeif better, for God is my Witnefs ■ 
l)o not, Lindamine^ continued my Mother, do not 
prophane that adorable Name, ltii immediate Ven- 
geance mould fail upon you : On the contrary, you 
ought to thank the Lord, for the fignal Favour of 
preserving you a' Life, which your Indifcretion ex- 
posed, and of which you were unworthy, by being 
the Occafion of your Child's dying without Baptifm; 
That might have been prevented, had you placed a 
due Confidence in your Mother, and frankly own'd 
. what kind of Aififtance you wanted ; a Mother, how- 
ever afflicled (be may be with fuch a Confcifion, yet 

when 
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when* ft dangerous a Moment is at hand, forgets 
What if paft*. 

I ihould have fiurer'd her to have gone on much 
longer, fb confounded I was and aftoniOi'd with this 
JHftotrrfe; imagining that fhe made an Imprenlotf, 
and* that Grief and Shame reftrain'd m© from re. 
turning an Anfwer; take Courage, continued fhe 
embracing me, what is pafs'd cannot be remedied: 
your hVft Step at prefent towards an Amendment, 
h to implore the Forgivenefs- of Heaven- for your 
Crimes, and # I will join with you in good Works, 
that we may obtain fo great a Mercy : the Death Of 
a Child and a Parent, can never be fttfficiently af- 
tt>n*d for; nererthelefe, we ought not to defparr 
continued fhe, feeing me almoft choak'd with Excers 
of Grief. The Gefpel affures us that a contrite 
Heart opens- the Gates of Mercy. Come Daughter, 
continued my Mother, fearing lead I ftiould expire 
in the Agony in which ffle faw me, we'll fay no 
more, ftrould it throw you into a Fever it may be 
ratal, Heaven forbid' what would become of me, 
If 1 firould lofe al! that's left me in this World ? 
No, my dear Child, added this wretched Parent 
embracing me, you will not overwhelm me a* 
new?* yotr always loved your Mother, and yon 
Bnow fhe doats on you; dry up your Tears I 
Ibrget all, I have faid it; and the cruel Injury we 
have recerVd fbal! be atton'd for by your marrying 
the Perfon, who, notvvithftanding all the Difcretion 
1 know you are poffefs'd of, has found means to 
delude yotr; name Jiim, perhaps he abfconds, but 
let him return, we have an ample Fortune, fufhcient 
t^ fettle htm very happiry in the World ; it's- fcarce 
poifible, who ever he is, that he can be fo difhononr- 
able arto refnfeyoo this- Reparation- 
All this was but fo many Riddles, as I aflored 
my Mother; fhe bewail'd my Obftinacy, and fear* 
sttg leaft her Impatience might be of il! Conference 
to my Health, went out of my Chamber all hat 
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Tears: She was no fooner gone bnt I renew'd my 
Lamentations, and threw myfelf a fecond Time oat 
of Bed in order to follow her; the Maid, who was 
much ftronger, pat me to Bed again: In the Name 
of God, Fanny, faid I, explain what my Mother has 
been faying : I with Child ! I brought to Bed ! I 
really believe, if I may afe fach an Expreffion, my 
Mother is gone diffracted : Ay, bat it's too true for 
all that, replied the Servant very coarfely, and yoa 
would do roach better, Mifs, to own who has aba- 
hd yoa. Yoa are an impertinent Huffy, anfwer'd 
I, giving her a Box on the Ear; ic becomes yoa 
mighty, well truly, to talk to me in this Manner, 
learn the Refped yon owe me; my Mother is Mif- 
trefs, and may fay what (he pleafes, though, God 
knows, I bear it very impatiently even from her; 
but, for yoa, let me hear no more of it. The Ser- 
vant, provok'd at my Behaviour, took fo much Li- 
berty in a pert Anfwer (he made me, that, tranf- 
pprted beyond all Bounds, I catch'd up a Candle, 
flick which flood by my Bed fide, and threw it with 
fo much Force, that lighting unhappily on her Tem- 
ple, (he expir'd in about two Hours time. 

Imagine, Mademrifelle, continued the unfortunate 
Pilgrim with a deep Sigh, the Defpair this Jail fad 
Accident occafion'd; I got out of Bed, bewailing 
what I had done, and run in my Shift like a mad 
Creature to my Mother's Chamber; fhe was crying, 
and feem'd frightened at the Sight of me; fhe came 
and embraced me, and led me back to my Chamber 
With all the CarefTes her Tend erne fs could infpire; 
but ! how great was her Condensation when fhe be- 
held the Maid groveling on the Floor in her own 
Blood ; fhe called for Help, a Surgeon was fent for, 
but all in vain, his Skill could not fave her Life. 

A plaufible Account, you may imagine, was given 
of this Accident; as there was no Witnefs prefent, 
and we much known and refpeclcd, the Author of 
the Murder was never called in Queftion, 

la 
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In the mean Time, this laft Adventure, together 
with what my Mother had alledged, atfe&ed me to 
much, that I fell vtry ill, and lay at the Point of 
.Death; the convincing Proofs (he had given me 
of my having really laid in, tho' I knew myfelf 
entirely innocent, afforded me a gloomy Light into 
my fatal Deftiny, and perplexing my Mind with fo 
many Contradictions, brought me into the Condition 
J jufl now mentioned ; my Mother was £o terrified 
that (he made a Vow of going in Pilgrimage to our 
-Lady's of Luxembourg, if God would pleafe to reftore 
my Health. 

Her Prayers were heard, doubtlefs for the greater 
Puniftiment of my Sins, on my Recovery {he began 
to think of her Grave, the Way to which our Mif. 
fortunes had already paved ; but my perfifting not 
to acknowledge who it was (he imagined had abufed 
me, (a Refufal me confider'd as a Proof of an obilinate 
and wicked Heart) was fuch a (miming Stroke, that 
{he funk under it: finding her DiiTolution draw near, 
and feeing me in Tears by her Bedfide, (he conjur'd 
me by the Condition I faw her in, to give her the 
Satisfaction (he had fo long defir'd : What could I 
fay, ignorant as I was of what had happened, but 
convinced that }f there was any thing in it, fome 
very extraordinary Means had been employ *d.j my 
Mother could not be perfwaded but that I drflembled 
the Truth,, and upon that Account never look 'd to- 
wards me during the few Days (he had to live; nei- 
ther could my Tears nor Entreaties prevail upon her 
to give me her Blefiing, (he allured me juft before (he 
expired, that fooner or later &od would punifh my 
falfe Heart. 

Her Death, attended with fo many cruel Circum- 
ftances, threw roe into fuch Agonies of Defpair, - 
that I made feveral Attempts on my own Life; my 
Relations, who never left me after this laft Accident, 
watch'd me Day and Night, and it's to their Vigi- 
lance I owe my Prefervation from an untimely End. 

This 
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7Trf» Frenzy rafted above » Month ; 'Ws true, the 
freojrent Exhortations of a worthy Clergyman, wlrofc 
Learning equaiTd his mat CompaftW, brought nte 
by Degrees to myfel?; he prcvail'd on me, after 
hearing ail my Misfortunes, to hav* recourfe m Af- 
mighty Go<f : My Sincerity arret Innocence appeared 
to him indifpu table, Religion had- gained its Afcenv 
dant over me, and I made ihy Confeffion with the 
DHpofttions of a fincere Penitent. The good Prieft 
guefs'd, frdm all the Circumftances of my Misfor- 
tune*, that fbme unnatural Means had been bafcry 
employed on this Occafion, or that a fleephtg Po- 
tion had been fecredy adminifler'd fince I was entire- 
ly innocent: This hem'd the more likely from fome 
Particulars I infornVd him of, and finding how rrructi 
I (uffier'd in relating all that had pafs*d, he comfort- 
ed me by reprefenting that as I could not forcfee 
what was to happen, I might reasonably hope ta 
find Mercy in the Sfght of God; but, if J had 
perfifted in rebelling again ft his Will 1 , 1 mould Have 
excluded myfcli from his holy Grace-; that Provi- 
dence ordered ever thing for the bed, and out of 
Lore to us Creatures often moved it's ftcret Springs 
to draw ui to itfelf 5 that hi Misfortune* fike mme, 
the only Resource was to lirbmit to it's eternal De- 
crees. 

Such Exhortations often repeated wrth great Fer- 
vour, had the Effeft the good Curate proposed: after 
a fpiritua! Retreat of nme Days which he enjofrrM; 
methought an Infpiratron from Heaven, induced me 
to make- a Vow, of fulfilling what my Mother had 
promis'd during my Illnefs; betides, f firmly deter- 
mine at my. Return to become a Nun, bettowrng 
one half of my Eftate- on the Poor, and dividing, 
the other among my Relations, without regard to 
Proximity of Blood, bat as their feveral Wants 
might reauire. 

After this plan was form'd' I communicated 1 it fa 
my worthy Director; he congratulated me on fuels 

pious- 
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pious Refolutions, infpir'd, as he fai'd, by the divine 
Grace 1 but he difapprov'd qf the Pilgrimage, as li- 
able to great Inconveniences, to which, in fo long 
a Journey, a young Woman mail unavoidably be 
cxpos'd; he offcr'd a Difpenfation from the Vow, 
but he found me fo ftrongly bent on the Performance, 
that he was obliged to content, after giving me the 
bell Advice for regulating my Conduct, and avoiding 
the Dangers his Prudence forefaw would attend the 
Execution of my Defign. Before I began my Pil- 
grimage, I fettled my Affairs, referving only what 
was absolutely neceiTary for the State of Life, X 
was determined to enrbrace; my Relations us'd their 
utmofl Endeavours to difTuade me from making over 
my Fortune, juftly apprehending that if I mould 
change my Mind, I muft depend upon the Courtefy 
of others for a Subfiitence; but my Steadinefs 
fur mounted all thefe Obftaclcs, and as they per. 
ceiv'd I was entirely taken up with my Project, they 
left me at Liberty to ad as I judg'd proper; a De- 
fign of embracing a religious Life has this parti-' 
cular Priviledge, that it fupplics the Incapacity of 
Minors. 

.. The Day before my Departure, I underwent an 
affault, little inferior to. the reft : I received on 
the fame Day two Letters from Belizai: The rlnl 
informed me how much he fuf&r'd by being fe- 
perated from me, and that nothing could effect 
jhe leaft Alteration in his Sentiments: he acquain- 
ted me that his Father was dead, and had left 
him a plentiful Fortune; that Decency alone had 
prevented him till now from aifuring me that his 
Happinefs was incompatible with my A b fence, he 
befought me to accept of his Hand and Heart 
with all he pofTefs'dj he exhorted me to reflect 
very ferioufly on what he proposed, declaring that 
in forae Senfe I was not at Liberty to do other- 
wife, nor fo much my own Miftreft at to difpofe 
of nyfclf without hit Confent. 
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I was fill! at a Loft to comprehend the mesfnittf 
of all thfr, which I thought a very extr*ofth'if?tfy 
Method of Comtfltip j bat the fetond Letter, dated 
two- Days their the flrft, and wrote left I fhotoM 
hefhate in coming to* a Determination, faffy ap* 

friz*d me of my fatal Deftiny, by his declaring 
iitifelf very roundly to be my Hafband ,* he tfcene 
acquainted me with rile bafe Mean* he Mad em> 
ploy'd to obtain that Title, vainly endeavouring 
to palliate them by the Excel* of hit PafBon, and 
a Dread of lofing me, too well' grounded on ffta 
Antipathy I expreft'd to any Engagement t that 
having confider'd all this, he made trfe of fenm 
very extraordinary Mean* to lay me afleep; that 
at firft he had no father View than to* remedy a 
Want of Sleep, from which I fafrer*d very much 
during my Hlnefe; bat the Opportunity appearing 
to favourable to his future law/a] Defignsr, as he 
called them, he could not refift the Temptatitntj 
that he had flatter'd himfelf, irt Cafe a Pledge df hi* 
Love fhould appear, Decency would effect whaehrl 
PafBon and Addrefle* "could not compafs? how fat 
he was in the right, nay Behaviour mull determine. . 

This fecond Letter jullly Fhcens'd me to a very 
great Degree -, notwhrrfranding the Prejudice of my 
fecret Paffion for this unworthy Lover, I firmly re* 
folv'd never to fee his Face more, and that nothing 
fhould ever prevail on me to change my Mind. I 
refolv'd to exert nryfelf in endeavouring to forget 
hrm ; addreffing xnyfelf tO God, I made a Sacrifice 
to Him of whatever Inclination migfrt remain*, 
and renew'd my Vow of becoming a Nun; a Re* 
fclutiorr I have hitherto perfrfted in, and wrlr never 
lay afidV, trufring in God that his holy Grace wiH 
rupporr me againft e^cry thing that may tend to 
fhake my Refbktion, 

lft now a Year and a Day ffnee I came front 
Borne in rhhr Equipage : 1 have had the good For- 
tune to execute my Defignr without meeting wirfr 

. any 
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lifted JW* £**» To.msxnfow { fc}d adieu to \kc 

XJW I tow given jqu, Mtkwifellty the JJif- 
tgry pf *ny Mitfprtujaes, which wijl be ev?r freQi 
in jpy .ftfcmpiy • Fpr W greater Humiliation, I 
Wc .made it a Law to myfelf always $p give a 
Ifetful of th$m to (uca *s defire it, (0 the End 
that Shis JJiftpry, being ma.de pi&li.ck, may tetck 
MWH» WWW 1 *° ^ead the vije Artifices whicji 
Men are fo apt to employ in reducing their Innp* 
W$p, and Jp be -ajwjjs on {heir Guard agajnft fuch 
flails .of Pr,ey, the mote to be feared, when em- 
bpJfor/4 i* A* JB wck they rn^e, by any aU.«r- 
»jyL6ndp.wn\enfs 0/ {tody *nd Mind. 
^p . tl|is &ecjt.%l Qf m v Mis/brtfln,es there is one 
Cpfl4Wpp Anne*'d, #fi ictt I dp not previpufly 
rncntjftn, btt£*de I am perfuadgd n,p-body will 
Wif c )0 .fpjtyply With it : It i$, Ma^emoi/effe, to 
fp Xome A# Pf Pi .ety in my ?^alf, that Qod 
w41jPte*.C c to give me Perfeverence in the holy 
Seupments, with whjch he has infpii'd me, and 
§tt£B£fcb tp pnt the^n in Execution. 

Thus did Lindamint finifh h$r Story, wiping a* 
^y hy Te,a/s wjych foe could not reftrain. I 
tbaflfcd \&x for the Qomplaifance flie had foown, 
i&d ,fngujr*d Jipw far pfF the Cqnvent might 
\fij yfai$W $6 proposed to reqre : Her Anfwer was 
tb*t fte J>ajl not as yet pitched upon any Pl^ce j 
th*t it was ^ndifferqnt {o her, and, as JJie intended 
tp (prfake $foe World entirely, (he proposed, when 
I\er -^tqwitd arrived, to make him befpeak fame 
Convent where (he was not known; that for this 
&$pipn {fee wquld not fix her Retirement in her 
PWA Country, .elfcwhere foe had no Objections, if 
foewerereqeiv'd. 

Upon t*Wi n £ tH"» a Thought came into my 
Jfcad, ftat plight b« equally if ryice^ble to her, 
V**give m Jf4 QppWHnity of fending fome Ac- 

count 
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count of myfelf to dear St. Agnes, ever prefent fa 
my Heart. With, this View, 1 recommended very 
earneftly to Lindamine, the Monaftery I had lately 
left, promifing to diredl her to a Ladg who honoured 
me with her Friend fhip, and who would take a fin- 

fular Pleafure, through a (incere Piety and obliging 
)ifpo(ition, to ferve her. as far as lay in her Power ; 
that it was the fureft means of compleating her De- 
fign, as (he would be receivM with open Arms, 
and being fo well recommended, no Enquiry would 
be made. 

Lindamine made her Acknowledgments 'with 

freat Vivacity, and accepted very kindly of my 
ropofal. I talk'd a great deal to her concerning 
St. Agnes, praifing her Tweet Difpofition and agree- 
able .Converfation ; I (pent the Remainder of the 
Day in entertaining the pretty Pilgrim with the Satis- 
fattiorj (he would find in the Company of my 
Friend, whofe Adventures, when acquainted with 
them, would interelt her much, and oblige her to 
own that St. Agnes, in fome Refpecls, was more 
to be pitied than herfelf. Lindamine feem'd very 
much lurpris'd at this, and afk'd what Misfortunes 
were comparable to her own ? 

The Perplexity, into which this Queftion threw 
me, made St. Fal rife from his Seat, eafily appre- 
hending, that as matters were, his Prefence might 
be fome reftraint upon me: Obliging and well-bred 
as he was, he defir'd leave to go before it was too 
late, and try the Benefit of the Air for a Head-ach, 
he had been troubled with fince Morning. As he 
addrefs'd himfelf to me, I anfwer'd with a Bow, 
upon which he retir'd. 

When Lindamine and I were alone, I prefs'd her 
again to pitch* upon the Convent I had mentioned ; 
fhe afiur'd me that (he would go next Day to Mm* 
damt de G— , and as foon as that Lady had fettled 
the Terms of her Ad minion, (he would enter. This 
Point being fettled, I relumed the Subject of St. 
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Jgnts, and related her Hiftory in fhort to Linda* 
mnt % that (he might entertain the better Opinion of 
her. The Pilgrim confefsM chat if the fair Nun 
had the leaft of her Crimes to reproach hertalf 
withal, me, LmJatwne, would allow herfelf to be 
the leaft unhappy of the two ; but that no Mif- 
fortnne whs equal to the Stings of a guilty Con* 
fcience. 

Lindamnt very readily gather'd from my Friend's 
Hiftory, that I was entrofted with fome Letters of 
Conference, which I had not a* yet found means 
to fend ; (he told me rery obligingly, that if I 
would venture them in her Hands, me would an~ 
fwer for their being delivered ; that (he would (end 
the next Day a trnfty Servant exprefs with them, 
who mould return and give her an Account of the 
Execution of his Commifiion : I was (6 well pleas'd 
with the Feafiblenefs and Expedition of the Propofal, 
that, transported to think how overjoy 'd St. Agnes 
would be to have her Buiinefs fo well follow f d, I 
threw my Arms about I4ndamine% Neck for Joy. 
' This lovely Creature, charmed with my friendly 
Difpofmon, had a great Mind to know, in her turn 
my Hiftory : And though her Politenefs made her 
readily accept of the Excufes i framed, yet ihe 
could not forbear renewing the Attack feveral 
Times ; at laft, I told her with a Smile, that it 
would be a very ill Return for all her Civilities, to 
trouble her with a Detail of my Misfortunes ; that 
St. Agnes ihould fatisfy her Cnriofity, and by an 
agreeable Manner of relating the Hiftory, would 
render it Iefs infupportable : Lindamint allow 'd of 
this frivoknis Apology, but it only ferv'd, as £ 
was afterwards informed, to encreafe her Impa, 
tience. As the Time left for difpatching our Burl- 
nefs grew very fliort, we fet ourfelves to writing. 
I was very glad *of this Opportunity to beg of Ma- 
dame ds G— — the Continuance of her Friendlhip, 
and to give her an Account of my prefent Situa- 
Vol. I. No. 7. Y tio> 
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tiea* My Letter to St. ^gpw gave me the lea* 
Trouble though by far the longed; ' after letting 
her knew low happy I w*s io having foch an 
Opportunity of fcrvicg her, I defir'd that if the 
Marpttfs fhould chance to come to the Monaficry 
(which I imagin'd might pofiibly happen) , fhe 
would pleafe to inform him* that whatever be- 
fel me, I fhould preferve the mod affe&ionate and 
faithful Sentiments in his Regard. 

We fpent fo much Time in writing, that it 
was eight o'Clock before we/ Jiniih'd our Dif- 
patches. I was ftirpcis'd that St. Fal did not re- 
turn ; his polite Behaviour, and the Confidence 
(hewn in leaving me to myfeJf at this prefent, 
knowing 1 had it in my Power to efcapc, as I had 
formerly done ; this not only effaced all Rf fentment 
of his Behaviour on the firft Day, but even created 
an Efteem, and gave me fome Uneafineis for his 
Abfence, as it was not a fit Hour, to be in the Fields 
in Winter : Enquiring for him, I was anfwer'd 
that he was gone to kill fome Game, and very 
likely watching to {hoot a Hare. I knew very 
well, being bred in the Country, that Sportfmen 
often ftaid out late ; I return 'd fomething fatiified 
to Lindamine, but was much furpris'd to find at 
her Feet, a very handfome Gentleman, expreifing 
hunielf with great Emotion, and from whom the 
pretty Pilgrim was endeavouring to free herfelf with 
Words frequently interrupted with her Tears. I 
was upon the Point of retiring without examining 
any further, when Lindamine cried ont : No, no* 
d^ar Jenny, come in and lend me your Afiiftance 
to guard my Heart again ft the Attacks of this 
vile Man, the unworthy Lover you have already 
heard me mention. Behold the brutal Ravifher, 
who endeavours to alledge the moil outrageous In* 
jury as a Proof of the tendered AfFe&ion. Yes, 
charming Lindamine, cried Belixed interrupting her 
with great Eagernefs, may Heaven puniih me thia 

Inftant, 
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Jnftant, if I had th* leaft Intention of offending 
you f From the firft Moment, my Heart captivated 
by yonr Charms, to the Name of Lover; would 
fain have join'd that of Huiband. See Here the firft 
Origin of my Crime; your Coldnefs, the Diftafte 
you exprefs'd on all Occafions againft Matrimony, 
yonr Father's Confent, which by difcovering his 
Views, I was in hopes of obtaining, if I could bring 
my Defigns to bear, all this put together, com* 
pleatly feduced and blinded me* I plead guilty, my 
charming Lindamint: That you really love me is no 
fecret, why therefore, thro" an anfeaibnably Punfti- 
Bo, will you make us both unhappy, my Wife, my 
dear Wife as you are ?— Hold, barbarous Man, 
cried the Pilgrim ail in Tears, what odious Title do 
you give me! what bafe means, O Heaven! dare 
you-*— -Yes, you are my Wife, replied Belixai ea- 
gerly grafping her Knees, nothing but Death {hall 
wreft from me the amiable Name of Hufband ; let 
thir Lady be judge, continued the wretched Lover 
turning to me, {he (hall decide— -I take you at 
your Word, replied Undandnt cafting a Look at me, 
Itm fatiafted her Sentiments of Honour and Religion 
are fuch that I have no room to doubt her paling 
Sentence in my Favour. 

Bttizai finding his Deftirry placed in my Hands, 
jofe up and began with exaggerating his Paifion, 
-Tendernefs and Conftancyj he fet forth the moil 
r^ecious Pretences, in excufe of his Kalhnefs and k$ 
Conferences, he endeavoured to make me enter in* 
to his Opinion, which was, that fince what had 
happened could not be recalled, Decency required 
that Marriage ihould fupply the Defe&s of his pad 
Cbndud; alledging, that abflra&ing from his Love, 
Probity obliged him to infift on the Marriage; from 
thence he paft*d to the Torments he hadfufFer'd* 
whilft abfent from all that was dear to him in this 
Life; he fought to move my Companion by giving 
me an Account of the advantageous Matches he 

Ye had 
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had refuted for Lindamimei Sake; he affirmed that 
being prefs*d by his Relations in (hat Particular, he 
left ujfbon to avoid their Importunities, and came 
to MontpeiUer a Year ago, to make a Sacrifice of all 
thofe Offers to his Milirefs, and prefent her his 
Hand; that finding, to his great Grief, that (he 
was gone from thence, and not knowing where to 
find her, he had wander "d about in fearch of her 
ever fince; that returning to Montfellur, and lnckiljr 
difcovcring by meer Accident that ihe had feat for 
a Chaife, he watch'd it's fetting out, and followed 
it, without being, percclv'd, in order to throw him- 
self at his Miftreis's Feet, and either obtain her Par- 
don, or an End of his Afflictions by the Violence of 
his Difpair. 

I gave Belaud full fcopc to utter what he had to 
lay; then turning to Lindandw, I afiVd her if me 
had any thing to add on this Subjed to what (be 
had already (aid; her Anfwer.waa that (he had not, 

' and that nothing in the World fhcald prevail upon 
her to alter her Refoluticns« 

Encouraged by thefe Words* t addrefs'd myself 
to BiUfuu in the following Manner. Since yen sue 
pleas'd, Sir, to refer yourfelf to my Derifion, (aid 
4» give me leave to tell you, my Sentiment! Iron 
yours on this Affair are very different; yon mud 
exenfe me if I a/Tert, that in my Opinion, yon axe 

' not only unworthy of the Favour, to which you 
pretend, but even of being received into the Rank of 
thofe, whofe ftri& Regaid for Virtue, give them a 
juft Elevation of Thought, fince you have fo out- 
rageoudy trampled on thofe very Dictates of Hon- 
our and Probity, upon which you feem, with fo little 
Reafon to value yourfelf. U it poffibJe with Jrour 

^Education and Parts (for it wtrc Injuilice to deny 
yon either) that yon mould a& in a Manner fo ia- 

* confident with the Duty you owe yourfelf? The 
deluding or even forcing a Woman, black as they 
are. fall (hart of the Crime yon have committed; 
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the two firft may be compared to two Men of fupe- 
rior Strength and Activity, attacking two others, 
who by their known Want of Skill and Courage, 
are no Ways able to withftand them; whereas your 
Conduct refemblca exactly that of a bafe Aflaffin, 
who ftabs his Adverfary in the Back or Afleep. In 
the firft Cafe the Aggreffors leave Room for making 
a Defence; a .lucky Accident may poiSbly elude 
their Strength and Skill: But, in the Cafe before us, 
who can poffibly be fecure ? In Truth, 1 muit fay it, 
your Behaviour in this Affair, is properly an Aflaf- 
filiation. VlLfay more; you plead, Sir, that your 
Love prompted you to perpetrate (his Outrage : No, 
Sir, real Love never leads to Vulany; befides, it is 
not to be called Love, where the Paffion ultimately 
centers in itfelf. A Lady, who was pleas'd to have 
(bme Share in my Education, and who is very juilly 
admlr'd for her nice Difcernment, always averted 
that true Efteem not only wifhes it's Object happy, 
tot even exerts all poiHble means to render it (o t 
even in the higheft Degree that can be t deuYd ; but 
what Obligation do you lay upon your Miilrefs, 
whom you admire becaufe fhe is handfome, bears a 
good Character, is fweet temper'd, has, if you pleafe, 
uncommon Talents, in a Word, compleatly qualified 
to be a Companion for Life ? a hundred others will 
be in Love with her as well as ycu, but perhaps are 
unwilling to make a Sacrifice to her of their feveral 
Inclinations and Fortunes. Put the Cafe, that this 
Miflrefs at an unguarded Hour, mould be fufcepti* 
ble of any Frailty, a Man of Worth, who propofes 
to marry her, would be the firft to fupport her a- 
gainft any fuch Weaknefs, far from taking the Ad- 
vantage of fuch an Inclination If you feek to 
make yourfelf agreeable by lalling Recommendations, 
fuch as Probity, Virtue, and Honour, the Efteem 
you create will always fubfift; you muft even, when 
requifite, facrifice your very Love itfelf, and if you 
cannot complete the Happinefs of the Perfon beloved, 

you 
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you ought to contribute all that lies in your Power 
to efiecf it in the Arms of another. ' A Sentiment, 
truly noble, and of which we fee but few Inftances ; 
nevcrthelefs I have known thofe whofe Greatnefs 
of Soul would not have fail'd them on fuch an Oc- 
cafion. 

In fine, Sir, continued I, there is no real Happi- 
nefi, without the ftrideft Regard to Honour and 
Probity. The Reafon is, becaufe'when Paffiont 
hive no other Support than themfelves, they mutn* 
ally claih and Jhake each other, whereas that Love, 
which has Virtue for its Guide, fixes Happinefs, as 
it is notifiable to the Vexations and impetuous 
Storms, the Sallies of a diforderly Inclination ufually 
creates. How (lender foever my Experience may 
be, I think I have given you a feint Sketch of the 
real Character of a Man of Worth, and an honour- 
able Lover, to both which I think Mademoifelle 
landammt joflly entitled, and which, had (he found 
them in you, would have made her completely hap- 
py, if fhe really has thofe favourable Sentiments 
in your Behalf, as you teem to affert; but thro 4 
an unhappy Contrail, (he i* become the moll wret- 
ched of her Sex: Refledt how many cruel Evils 
have flow 'd from your Rafhnefs; fhe loies her Father, 
provok'd by an impertinent Anfwer, embrues her 
Hands in Blood, brings her Mother to the Grave, 
and is on the Point of plunging herfelf headlong in- 
to Eternity : To complete the whole, fhe lies under 
the fifi&eft Obligations both of Honoor and Religi* 
on, to make herfelf a Sacrifice, and retire for the 
reft of her Life to a Monastery, in order to appeafe 
the Remorfes of a guilty Confcience Let fo gene-) 
rous an Effort be equall'd on your Side ; or ir you 
cannot obtain fo noble a Viftory over yourfelf, at 
ieaft give this laft Proof of your Love, not to diAurb 
her in the Execution of what (he propofes. 

I had no fooner named a Monaftery, but Belhun 
threw himfelf again at her Feet, with fuch Marks of 
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a fincere Repentance, ottering the moft moving 
Speeches accompanied with Signs of fo real a Oil- 
pair, that the pretty Creature 1 * Paffion began to re- 
vive j fome Sparks feem'd to force their Way. Belt- 
xai, as conning as amoroos, perceiving the E#e& 
his Prefence end Difconrfe had, purraed his Advan- 
tage fo warmly, and gave it fo many different Tarns, 
that, with a deep Sigh fbUow'd by a Shower pf 
Tears, fhe own'd her Happinefs infeparable from 
his, and that her Vow was the only Obftacle left. 
Tranfported with this Acknowledgment, Belizai told 
her that fnch Vows were of very little Coefcqucnce, 
that any Prieft had fofficient Power to grant a Dif- 
penfation from it, the obtaining rf which would be 
attended with the lefs Difficulty, as there was cogent 
Reafons for their being married. This Lindmmm 
cafily refuted, and beginning again to mention her 
Vow and the Monaftery, BsMxai in a violent Tranf- 
port drew his Sword, and would have thrown him* 
lelf upon it. Hold, cruel Man, cried LituUumm 9 
her Blood running chill in her Veins, will you firike 
the finiihing Stroke to all my Misfortunes: Put up 
your Sword ; alas ! I cannot furvive you a Moment. 
I muft yield: No, you wall not die, you are too 
dear to me : Heavens f what wonld become of me 
if I had this Death befides to lament f Do not, Be- 
lizai, do not thus terrify me any more, I tremble ftill, 
and am unable in the Confternation you have occa- 
lion'd to come to any Refolation; allow me this 
Night to implore the Affiftance of Heaven, that I 
may be dire&ed by its Infpirations, in the Morning 
you (hall have my Anfwer, alas! too conformable 
perhaps to my Inclinations. The Lover would 
have replied, but Lindamint aflur'd him, that fhe 
would not hear any Thing more, that he had already 
but too foccefsfully prevailed, that he ought to be 
fatished with the Promife (he had made, and entreat* 
ed him to retire,- he complied, but with fuch a via- 
ble Sorrow as moved me very much. 
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, Undamne return *d to me, drying her Tears, and 
allured me that nothing fhouid prevail on her to alter 
the Refolntion (he had taken. Ought I not to blulh, 
(hid ihe, when I look you in the Pace, after betray. 
Ing fo much Weaknefs? But, deareft Jtmy, deprive 
me not of your Efteetn; I am the more to be pitied, 
for notwithstanding the Violence of a Paffion revived 
at the Sight of him who £rft infpir'd k 9 you (hail 
fte me put in Execution with the greatest Courage, 
what I have undertaken to perform. 

The Steward expelled by Lindamins, enter'd the 
Room juft as (he had done fpeaking; ihe let him 
know the Uneafinefs ihe was under with Refped to 
Btlixm, after acquainting him with her Defign of 
retiring to a Monaftery : We all agreed, that in or- 
der to elude her Lover's Vigilance, which doubtlefs 
would be extraordinary at this Juncture, that (he and 
I fhouid change Bed Chambers; that early in the 
Morning, Ldndamine fhouid fet out firft in St. FaT% 
Chaife, the Poftilion being order'd to wait our com* 
ing at a Place appointed about fix Leagues diflant. 
I flattered myfelf that the Count would make no 
Difficulty to affift in fo warrantable a Defign. In 
the preceding Agitations a confiderable Time was 
fpent and the Clock flruck ten, without my hearing 
any Tidings of St Fal; I grew very uneafy, as I 
inform *d his Valet dt Cbambrt, not difiembling that 
his Indifference on this Occafion very ill became him : 
He was afhamed of it, and taking a Guide with 
him went to feek his Mailer. What made me the 
more apprehenfive left any Accident might have be- 
fallen the Count 9 was my having very innocently 
given Occafion to it, being; convinced that his Mo- 
tive of going put was to take off all Appearance of 
Conftraint on my Liberty, not but I was satisfied hi» 
only Aim was to pleafe me, and faw plainly he was 
in Love : I did not fee any Obligation of taking 
upon me to refent a Paffion, no ways encouraged or 
approved of on my Side. We cannot controul our 
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Sentiments, but may always regulate oar Manner 
of expreffiog them ; and whereja Woman has by her 
Merit created a Paffion in a Man of ftricl Honour, 
I really think, even at this Day, when he has de- 
clared himielf an Admirer, and fhe, on her Part, 
has in a polite Manner fincerely aJTcred him, that 
flie is otherwise engaged, or that her Doty or Affco 
tions are incompatible with any fnch Declaration, 
fhe ought not to pride herfelf in a fcrupolous Nicety 
of avoiding his Coayaoy, provided (he does not 
give Wm Hjyaniwiilii 11 : An affefted Behaviour fooa 
degenerates into mere Precifenefs, and daily Experi- 
ence convinces as that Coquets and abandon'd Wo- 
men frequently lie hid under the Made of Hypocrify. 
But to return before a Subject of this Kind carries 
As too far out of our Way. 

ZiMdemi/tt delirous of fetting out very early for the 
Reafon above mention'd, after her ufual Collation, 
went to Bed in the Manner we had agreed on. I 
fent for the Poftilion who belong'd to the Count if 
St. Fal, and order'd the Chaife to be ready at Day 
Break : The great Difference paichme by the Count % 
of which his Servants were Eye»witnefles, was 
without doubt the Reafon of the Poftilion's readily 
receiving my Orders. Lindamine and I, bid each 
other adieu with great Regret; that amiable young 
Creature was truly deferring of a lingular Efteem*, 
and had our Acquaintance been of a longer Date, 
this Farewek would have coll me very dear; I beg'd 
very earneftly to hear from her as loon as I (hould 
be able to fend proper Directions; fhe promis'd 
to comply fo well with my Requeft, as might per* 
haps make me repent of allowing her that Liberty. 

Ten, Eleven, Twelve o' Clock came, but no 
Count appear 'd; the Landlady with all her Entreaty 
could not perfuade me to go to Bed without know- 
ing the Reafons of this unexpected Abfence; all flic 
could compafs was to prevail on me to eat a Mouth- 
fal. Sitting down to Table* I heard a Horfe flop 

at 


a $o Tbi PertmuM Country Maid. 

at the Door; immediately the Landlady calW from 
the Bottom of the Stairs that I might fop in Peace, 
for that a Courier brought me New* of the Count: 
In Confcqaence of this, op comet a Servant booted* 
of whom I haftily enquired for M. de St. Fat; hit 
Anfwer was, that he left him about ten Leagues off, 
having rid Poft with him fo far* Aftomfb'd at 
what I heard, I qoeJHon'd the Servant again 5 he 
replied, potting a Letter into my Hand, that there 
I ihoold And a better Information than any 1a 
could give me. I open'd the Letter with gteat 
Eagerneifj and read to my great Surprise at fol- 
lows. 
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The Count de Saint Fafs Letter to 
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Have fent yon an Exprefs, Mmdtmrifdkt bring 
perfwaded you mull be under the greatctt 
Unea£ne6 at my Departure, as well as my 
*• Afefence; I made a Secret of it to you, being 
" confident I ftould return before yon could perceive 
" either the one or the other; it would be the 
'< .greatest Mortification to me, if you (honhl put 
any other Coriftru&ion upon my Journey. 

My Deiign was to prepare a convenient Lftdg* 
ing for you, till you were happily fettled, as your 
" great Merit juflly deferves; but when I arrived 
at $.. G. which I thought a more proper Place for 
you than any other, judge how I was furpria'd 
to find there the Marfuefe Jt L.V. whom I then 
" thought to have been in Lorrmntx my Coufin was 
" not kfi aftoninYd to meet me; his pale Face and 
" eonfns'd Behaviour gave me Room to think, he 
" fufpeded the Occafion of my Journey: you fhail 
" know to-morrow, Madam, the Reafons that 
«* hindered me frjom dealing fincerely with him ; I 
'* know yon have fo much Senie. I dare lay a Wa- 
u g**» you partly nueis my Motive. 

*' I did not well know what Conduct to obferve 
" with the Maffutfiy I would willingly have a* 
u voided fuch an Interview, and the Quellions he 
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44 pat to me i bat having always been fe very intt- 
" mate, I could not excufe myfelf from tapping; 
•* with hints our Difcoorfe turn*d upon indifferent 
" Matters; tho' he was twenty Timet upon the 
<' Point of freaking of his charming Jt**y* frill he 
99 contained himfelf , which confirm *d me more and 
44 more in his Miftruft of me; but to what Par* 
44 pole do I any longer entertain you concerning the 
44 Marqmfs, can one pretend to make one's Court 
" at the Expecce of the Heart ? Forgive this Ex- 
" preffion, it efcap'd me, I too much fear it may 
•• offend you; I am filent, and will be more circum- 
" fpe& for the Future: The more eafily to obtain 
44 my Pardon, I will begin again to talk to yon of 
44 my amiable Kinfman. 

''Nothing fetters Conversation more than Di- 
44 droit: The Marpsefi and I had no feoner fnpp'd 
44 but we parted under different Pretences: My 
44 Coufin's was that he muft ride Poll back again to 
•* Puntu-Mouffn, pretending to me that he was only 
" come to Court, in hopes that as his Affair lay 
" dormant he might appear again, but that feme of 
44 his Friends had given him to underftand, 'twas 
44 proper for him to be abfent a little longer till it 
" was quite forgot* What do yon think of me, 
" charming Jtnny, for not believing him? I was 
" not to be impofed upon with this Pretext; I ima- 
" gined (and 1 have now Reafon to believe myfelf 
" not mhiaken) it had either taken Air, or that he 
" had been inform'd of his Father's Intentions; 
" that my Coufin was in purfuit of you, and that 
" the Difcourfe J have jail now related to yon,' 
" was only deiign'd to prevent my fufpe&ing hit 
" real Motives; J duTembled in my. Torn, and we 
44 took leave with great Coolnefs; he went away i 
44 That I might know the Truth, I had him follow- 
" ed at feme Diftance by a Man on Horfeback: 
«' This EmMfary is juft returned with Word, that 
" the Marqutfi was come into the Town by another 
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«* Gate which left me no farther Room to doubt of 
" his Defigns ; fuch as they are, I thought it was 
" beft to a§ with Prudence; inftead of coming back 
" to join you I fet out for the Court; if he has me 
" dog'd in his Turn, he will know that I have not 
" deceived him ; and if it \>t true, that he fufpe&s 
" me to ad in Concert with his Father, the Conduit 
" I piirfue will convince. him of the contrary. 
" 'Tis your Biifinels, Mademoifellt, to determine 
which Way to ad; if I may give my Advice, Hi 
the Difpofition I am in of always ferving you, it 
would be proper for you to meet me to-morrow 
at Vtrfaillesi I (hall take Care to have an Apart- 
ment ready for you, where you fhall be re- 
ceived under a Name that /hall fecure you from 
all Enquiries; you'll find a Man in the long Walk 
who will watch, your coming by, and conduit you 
" where you are to alight ; let not this Place give you 
" any Difquiet, the Marque/*** Father is at his Co tin - 
" try Seat, and little fufpects how ill I comply with 
" his Orders and Defigns ; when you are at Court 
«' I (hall fee you, and we will coniult together how I 
«* am to proceed with my Uncle, whether he returns 
" or makes a longer Stay at his Eilate^ Happen 
f what will, in me you (hall always find a fine ere 
<c Friend, who will fecretly ward of all Aifoults 
" that may be made a gain it you: Pleafe to do me 
" the Honour to let me know your pofitive Re- 
" folutions; the Ferfon who is the Bearer of this 
«• has Orders to bring me your Anfwer, and knows 
" where to find me. I am wiih much more than 
" Efieem. 

Mademoifelki 

Your mofi Humbh, &c . 

Db Saint Fal. 

Vol. I. N°.8. Z P. $. 
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"P. 8. Ydu*ir-p!eafe to remember, dear yiniy, 
*• that Ws of the utmoft Confequence to your In* 
" tereft, in the prefent Sitnation of jour Affairs! by 
" all means to avoid the Marquefs" 

I read this Letter feveral times over without beitfg 
able to come to a Resolution ; what pleas 'd me tnott 
was, the frefh Imtances the Marquefs gave of his 
Paffion for me; I could not help being fenfibly 
touched with the kind Regard he fhew'd me, and my 
Heart was but too well pleas'd to fee the Pains He 
took in feeking me. This natural Confequence ' I 
drew from if, that fince I was fo fincerely beloved by 
him, I need give myfelf no Difquiet for what might 
happen, or at leaft in Cafe of any Accident, I had' a 
Protestor to depend on, who would fnpport me' a. 
gainft the Attacks of adverfe Fortune. 

Notwithstanding the Pleafure I took in thefe Re- 
flections, I could not but approve of M de St. FaT% 
Conduct, tho' I made no doubt but Love and Jea- 
loufy had the greateft Share in it; but the polite and 
engaging Manner in which this new Lover behaved, 
made me quite eafy ; however that might be I' was 
juft giving fcope to an ample Train of Reflections, 
but calling to Mind, that the Cafe required a pofitive 
Anfwer, I reftrain'd my Thoughts to the Point in 
View, what was to be done ? This gave me no fmall 
Uneafinefs; once I thought of taking Advantage 
of the Count* $ Abfence, and throwing myfelf into 
the Arms of my Relations ; but that Vanity, I have 
mention 'd elfewhere, which difdain'd the MeanneTs 
of my Birth ; the Notion of what People would fay ; 
Love, if you pleafe; the Hopes of a charming and 
much defired Fortune; all thefe things too ftrongly 
ofFet'd themfelves to my Imagination, and entirely 
banifh'd that Defign; fearing even left this virtuous 
Difpofition might influence me I wrote inftantly to 
M. St Fa/, and informed him that I relied fo much 
on his 'Honour, as to be entirely guided by him; 
that I would be at Verfdlles as he defir'd, where I 
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depended upon the Continuance of his Goodnefs to 
me. 

The Exprefs was fcarce got out of Sight, when I 
repented of what I had done: Ah my God! fa id I 
to myfelf, why did I not purfue my firflDefign? 
what was I thinking of when I chofe to come to a 
Place where my Lover's Father has fo much Intereft: 
If my unlucky Stars ilill prevail fo as to difcover 
me, who will protect me from his juft Refentment ? 
will he not have Reafon to, think I come to infult 
Ehn in his own Houfe ? if I fhould even have the 
good. Fortune, to be conceal'd from this provok'd 
Parent, can I avoid being known by his Son ? Love 
will be his Guide; and were I to fuppofe otherwise, 
mould I not be weak enough to fave him. the Trou- 
ble? Heavens' what have I done, continued I? 
if none of thefe Inconveniences were to happen, 
what Motive have I to perfuade myfelf that St F*l 
wilL always behave with the Moderation he now. 
prudently, puts on? artful, perhaps diuemhling, in 
Lis Addreffes, does he not difgnife himfelf the better 
to- bring me to hisPurpofe? has he, not fumciently 
explain 'd himfelf already in his Letter? without 
doubt, faid I crying, I am myfelf but too much the 
Caufe of all that has happen 'd to me; left Vanity , 
refs Love, had long ago prevented all thefe Vexa- 
tions, that- have fo fatally purfoed me ever-fmce I 
left our humble, Cottage; that Shame which has. hi* 
thereto oppo&'ds itfelf to a lawful and proper Con- 
duel, would by this Time have been overcomes £ 
mould, now have been fecure in the Arms of my 
Mother;, a Country Girl, 'tis true, but far more 
charming, in my Virtue, than when deck'd in all the 
gaudv Trappings, with which this Age is fo apt to 
dazole. Bart of the Night was paired in this Difquiet 
oft MimL; a fu^den Thought that ftruck me, made me 
rife in Hafte? remembring the Hour draw near when 
the Fi/grtmvr&s to go away, I lighted a Candle, and, 
in fpite of my Fears; ventur'd to Lindamini* Chamber; 
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the Regard with which Madam <& G— — had 
honour 'd me, encouraged my having recourfe to it 
on the prefent Occafion; flattering myfeif that this 
generous Perfon, mov'd with the new Hazards to* 
which my Virtue was again expoted, would receive 
me into her Arms, and approve my Might; or at 
leaft, if fox the fame Reafons as before, fhe durft 
n'ot keep me, fhe would ufe her Credit to have me 
ad mi ted into the Monaftery from whence I came; I 
fhaJl find, f&id I, my imcere Friend St. dgnes again, 
and Lindamine> whole Misfortunes have engaged my . 
tender Friendfhip, will be a great Encreafe of my 
Comfort; we will join all three of us our Diftrefles, 
and there I'll quietly wait the End of my Misfor- 
tunes or Li'e. Thefe new- Projects fortifitd my 
troubled Mind, I enter'd the Pilgrim's Chamber to 
acquaint her wi:b my Refolution ; ihe was juft ready 
to go, but the Force ihe put upon herfelf in quiting 
for ever a belov'd Admirer, manifeiily appeared in 
her Face by her Sorrow and Tears ; the Condition 
in which I found her, made me forget my own Af- 
flictions in order to comfort her; me confefs'd, 
that my Prefence reflor'd all her Refolution, which ] 

was not a little fliaken at the Thoughts of a Convent, 
and her Lovers being fo near; but how great was 
her Joy to hear I intended to accompany her ? This 
Affurance dry'd up her Tears, a mild Serenity fuc- 
ceeded her Uneafinefs, ihe embraced me in her 
Transport, and ofFer'd to divide with me all fho 
had remaining of. her Fortune, or at leaft to pay 
what would be neceflary for my Admiffion into 
a Religious Houfe, if I were fo difpos'd; I 
made my Acknowledgments for this her Good* 
nefs, but I could not help faying with a 
Smile, that I thought the Affair too ferious to A 
be determined fo luddenly; fhe approved- of my 
Sincerity, and added with a deep Sigh, that in 
the Condition fhe was, I muft not regard her De~ 
cififtn. 
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In the mean while, word was brought that the 
Chaife was ready, and w,e were upon the Point 
of going; mv Virtue* Satisfied with the Refolu- 
nion I had taken, gave me fnch as inward Tran- 
quility, a* to fiience the Voice of Love ; Linda- 
ne** was. preparing to follow me, muffled up for 
' fear of meeting Btlizai ; bat this extraordinary Lo- 
yer, who had only feign 'd to comply with his 
Miftrefs"* Defires, the better to prevent her Dif- 
truft, had been upon jthe Watch ail Night, and 
-found out our Proje&s (as he foon owned to us) 
having overheard aU we iaid : In fine we were open- 
ing the Door to go away, when be appear *d -all of 
a Sudden ; pardon my Defpair, dear Lindamine* cried 
he, flopping our Pafiage, I had rather fufFer Death 
than confent to your unjuft Deiigns ; will you then 
leave me, and withdraw yourfelf from the legiti* 
mate Rights I have over you ?— -Rights, cried the 
Pilgrim very refolutely ; ah, my God, of what Nature 
are they ? Ought you not to blufh ? do you expeft 
to prevail, becaufe you have taken fuch a Thing 
into your Head I Would you referable thofe who ar- 
rogating a Power to themfelves which they have 
not, think they need but (peak and the Matter is 
done ? As for my Part, Sir, I am not of that Opi- 
nion, continued landamne ; you will je fo good if 
you pleafe « To return to your Apartment, re- 

plied JkMssai, growing calmer, and lowering his 
Voice; Ah? afk your Pardon, young. Lady for 
thus oppofing your Deiigns, but I will peri A* before 
I let you go away without me ; during this gentle 
Expostulation, BeJizai would have feized the PU» 
jrim't Hand to oblige her to go in again, but this 
amiable young Creature return'd of her own accord, 
rather then fufFer this Violence; Ah 1 how wretched 
am I, cried (he, throwing herfelf into an Arm- 
chair, thofe who ought to behave with Refpedt, be- 
come my Tyrants ! I fabmit, O my God, continued 
Ac, wedding Tears, yon cannot humble me to 
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roach ; in yon I place my Hope, founded on the 
Purity of my Intentions ; having pronounced thefe 
Words fhe was fiknt ; I leave you MademoifelU, fays 
Btlizai in a refpe&ful Voice ; I am going to pray 
that Heaven which yon invoke, to free your Mind 
from this Agitation : As foon as yon give me any 
Marks of it, you fhall find me refigu'd ; but with* 
out that, I fwear fokmnly, I had rather fairer 
Death than yon mould engage in any ra(h Enter- 
priie ; if Love has no greater Sway in your Heart, 
at kaft, let Honour reign in its Place ; this is 
laying enough, added Btlizai, you underftand me, 
and 1 am perfuaded you will make fuitable Re- 
flection* thereon. Making a profound Bow he re- 
tired, giving me foeh a Look as fufHciently explained 
his Refentment, though I pretended not to ob- 
ferve it. ." 

Lindamine, who was pretty warm in her Tem- 
per, pour'd out her Soul in the moll cruel and 
bitter Complaints as focn as her Lover had kft 
us ; After having given fret Parage to her Grief, 
fhe declared, that Heaven had given her Grace 
to lay aGde all Affection for her unworthy Lover ; 
that fhe was by fo much the more comforted, 
as the State (he was upon embracing, required a> 
Heart exempt from all Sollkitude; that this Core 
would enable her to comply with her Duty much 
more chearfully than fhe could have expected, if 
it were not for this happy Change Heaven had 
wrought, to which the ill Behaviour of her Lover 
certainly contributed. I did all I could to ftrengthen 
her in thefe good Difpoiitions, reprefenting to her 
at the fame Time, the jtift Grounds there was 
to fear led Belizai Ihould throw new Obftacles 
in her Way : This made her thoughtful for a few 
Moments, when earn eft ly addrefiing herfelf to me, 
fhe faid fhe had contrived Means to guard againft 
all Belizafs Attacks ; fhe begg'd of me to get into 
the Chaife that waited for us, to leave the Inn* 
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pretending to go away alone out of the Village, 
and to wak for her at a fmaJl Diitance behind a 
little Chapel (he defcribed, aiTuring me (he would 
find means to come and join me, and deliver her* 
felf from Belaud. We were very private in laying 
this Defign for Fear of being overheard ; I ac- 
quiefced to all (he requir'd, and in order to give 
the thing an Air of Probability, I took leave other 
aloud, and Lindamine, as flic conduced me to her 
Chamber door, order 'd one of the Servants in a 
loud Voice, to bid Belizai come up. 

.1 was getting into the Chaife to execute our in- 
tended Project when St. FaTs Valet d* Chambre drew 
near me, and afk'd refpe&fully enough what was 
my Defign, and where I was going ; not being pre- 
pared for this Queftion, I found myielf very much 
at a Lofs, and did not know what Anfwer to make ; 
that is to (ay, Mademoifelle, added he, feeing me 
ftrock, the Departure of your Pilgrim is only a Pre* 
tence of yours, in order to take the Advantage of 
my Mailer's Abfence, and make your Efcape ; the 
Thought was not amifs, and I was very lucky in 
watching you, or I (hould have made a fine Figure 
in this Adventure : I have no Orders, it's true, con- 
tinued the old Servant, to lay any Reftraine on you, 
but I think myfelf obliged at lead to represent, that 
you ought not to eo from hence without my Adap- 
ter's Knowledge ; the Civilities he has (hewn you 
require this ; as for my Part I cannot confent that 
you (hould make Ufe of my Mailer's Chaife, nnlefs 
I have his pofficive Orders for it 

The PofUllion who was ready to fet out, upon 
hearing this Difcourfe got down and took off the 
Horfes; finding my felf at fuch a Nonplus, I 
thought, of making a Confident of the Valet dt 
Cbambre and tell him my Motive, but he had fo 
forbidding an Air, and always fhew'd fo great a 
Prejudice againft me* that I dorft not let Jiim into 
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(fee Affair ^ this Consideration canned m$ in again, 
blaming and full of the gntatefr: Lfoeafinels* 

1 knew not what Reiolnriott to. take; the Pea* 
of finding BiJhtai with £/W<aww> and rendering 
her more (afpe&ed by my uolook'd for. Return, 
led me to my Chamber; in reflecting what had 
pafs'd I law nothing but ObAacles. an all Sicba^ 
'twas in my Power to go to Ftr/ailles, I had the 
Matter's Leave, hit Lettter, and the Journey dimU 
niih'd my Uneafinefs; but the more I thought of itv 
the more repugnant was it to my Virtue. 1 had not 
forgot what Madam dt G— had told me concern- 
ing a Woman who is under his Protector's Rroos; 
no* the Snare i had (o narrowly eicaped when he* 
Hnihand hirod an Apartment for me; befide& I re* 
ieded with what Facility Mtm/SevrSt. JWhad chang- 
ed his Sentiments in my Favour, after having ihcwa 
Jtimfelf the itrft Day fo drift an Obierver of the 
Ordess given him by my Lover's Father? never*. 
theieis inffead of condoling me to a Convent pur* 
£tant to the cruel Orders he had received he became 
my Friend, betray 'd the Truft his Uncle placed in 
him, ofier'd to keep me (for any other Expreffion 
weu)d be far fetched) was carrying me into a 
Country unknown to me, where I JkkL neither 
Eriend nor Relation: I could not but easily fbrdee 
I was going again to be overwhelmed with Ad- 
ventures. 

I allow theft Reflections fhould have been made 
iboner, but admitting That, wnat could I do? 
Was it in my Power to chufef All things, confider'c% 
ought I not on the contrary, to blefs the happy Lot 
which beftowed on me a J4 m ftai qucy, that drfarm- 
ed thofe who were deftin'd to be my Perfeeutors I 
Women of a oerSain Turn, when they read this 
Pailage, will fay very fuperciHioufly, you ought* 
Mils Jen*y, to have fuflerd yoorfelf to have been 
*ondu£ted to a Convent, inftead of afe&ing Jo many 
Airs with the Men, or not to have fet forth in 
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Ibch a pompous Stile your Virtue's being fo much 
expofed; after all would you not have been very 
happy when maintain 'd in a Monaftery ? What could 
you expeft better ? 

The Remark is doubtlefs vety juft ; but I mud 
afk thefe fevcre Ladies if, when Girls, they com- 
mitted no Faults ; if they voucbfafe to fatisfy me 
upon this Article, I'll give them a fuller Anfwer -, 
in the mean Time, I bee they would pleafe to con- 
tent themfelves with the ftiort Refledion which, 
prefented themfelves in the Exigency, I juft now de~ 
fcribed. 

My Chamber was under that of Lindamtti, I 
had left the Door upon the Jarr, without knowing 
why 5 fitting on my Bed's Foot quite buried in 
Thought, I heard Btlsazi coming down. I knew 
him by his Voice ; as foon as he was gone by, I 
went immediately up to the Pi/grim ; fhe was 
greatly furprifed to lee me again, I gave her an 
Account of what had happened ; that fignifies no- 
thing, replied ihe, luckily my Chaife is not yet 
gone, it will be eafy to get over this new Obftacle » 
would to God, 'twere as eafy to get rid of Belixai, 
I have juft now undergone the moil dangerous At- 
tack from him, it not being in my Power to make 
him hear Reafon : I muft confefs, my dear Friend, 
nothing but Abfence can make my Virtue tri- 
umph ;. it was twenty Times upon the Point of yield- 
ing, neither would you have been furprifed, had 
you been prefent at the Aflaults 1 have fuftain'd * 
this wretched Lover threw himfelf at my Feet, con- 
tended his Guilt, wept, figh'd, would even have 
made away with himfelf. Ah ! Jenny, how much 
is a Man, who is not difagreeable, to be dreaded 
on fuch an Occafion I An Occafion, which young 
Women who are not defirous of throwing themfelves 
away, ought to Aura as the molt dangerous Rock ; 
but for Heaven, to which I interiorly addrefs'd my* 
fclf, I could never have fuftain'4 this Conflict, with- 
out 
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on*, freft* Woupds ; . th& divine Grace pre&ry'd mfe 
againil my natural Frailty 5 i*y v Mind elevated by a* 
fuperior Power fafely conduced me along thiajtboray* 
Path : I pretended the Tears of BeftKM had foftea'iU 
me, and promis'4 no*>to gp aftay without hjm » he 
believes, it, becaufe one i$ apt: tot do- fa in thing*, 
we wifh for ; in the raeaiv while, I, imagine thm 
Thought* of your Abfence<do<P t npt. a. little coqCiit. 
bute to ,the. malting him eafy, for heis afraid of you*, 
and fofpa&s your having fuggefted to me the Defigtb 
of leaving himj does he. know< any thing of< yonn. 
Return, continued Lxndamine ? If that were, the* 
Cafe- hft would' certainly : roiume, his fome Isoni* 
etudes. 

The Pilgrim fcaro-d c*J> when: I aflured ]pr» 
that: her Lover was, not acquainted w,jtb roy : com* 
ingbacfe; nor was there any Reafon to think hm. 
wooklhe inquifitive about it; Things being that* 
rtpYttd Limfami*t t you. mnft retiun to your Cham* 
ber* and aytoidall Intercpurfe with me this. Day : 
Yon mud pr€H»d to be. taken ill, and. anrnllji 
make thofe belie** who. wait upon you, that yoofl 
{ndifpoiion was the. Hindarancev of, your jpiiraep, 
to the End, that if ^//^ ih^uW he^ of )^t being 
ii> the Houie, it nay give him no OiftroAr: Tno 
beffcofitis, that, by what you, fay, they doa't pre* 
tend to lay any Reftraint upon your Liberty*, buA 
only/ objected again&your taking tb*Chaife ; ( mjnei 
a*J tpid you* remote* thii Drflicuhjcat once?. I.ac* 
quainted B*bps*i> that before I begiai fo long- a 
Journey, as. I have promifed to, take with him* 
my Servant muft go to a neighbouring Town to pro* 
vide, me feveral Neceflariea; before lie (eta out* I 
{halL inftmctc him to orders Affiiira as fbljows ; he 
finuL-go in my Chadfc and return again, at Night* 
to wait for us at the End of this Village j the re- 
fnainmg Pare of the Day YVk fpend with £&{*«*. the 
better tx> amuie nam: Let us join in Prayer, and 
JUeffing of Heaven. oaowr Defiga: It* 
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*f tfl«el*direfts as, and fjfom thence I draw a favoura- 

*>We Omen This IKfrttarfe revived me, as I thought 

*f he ^Pr&jea well endugh concerted ; now ithftandiilg 

I • represented to the P/grito the Difficulty I appre- 

hendfcd Of- going off 4n the Night without being ob- 

ferved ; bat (he aflured me her Steward would pro* 

-Vide againft it : After matoal Embraces we parted. 

' I was no fooner in my Chamber bat I feign'd 
wyfelf out of Order : Having fent for $t. FaVi V<tkt 
">& Gk&mbrtt I endeavoured to remote any Umbrage 
-fce'ffcfght take at what had pafs'd and the Confufion 
I betrayed ; rearing, with forne Reafcn, left from 
thence he <fliould think proper to acquaint his Mas- 
ter, that I had -a Mind to make myBfeape ; befidee, 
I xtitoXd Hot help thinking that godd Manners re- 
4jttl*M I mould inform M. deSt.Fal, before I left 
him, What my Motives were fdr fo doing, fince he 
"hid behaved To handfomely in-my : Regard. 

■In oMter to leave the Vakt de Chambre no room 
'to ftffptffrany thing, I ftiew ? d him the Cnm?* Let- 
ter, and afk'd if he knew the Hand ? Being an- 
1 ftfefd'iff the Affirmative, I told him I could plead 
'aVfefy-.gttod Excufe for not being that Day at Vtr- 
"fi&lfa : You* know very well, faid I flyly, I was go- 

-1tig,* f fea$ you thought fit to flop me Who I, 

^Madtfm, cried he, interrupting me, and confounded 
^afwhht 'he heard, I mould be very forry to have 

• done it : < 'My Reafon • for obftrucling your Journey 
' wa4 the Apprehtenfion 1 had of your making an Ef- 

ta^e; had' you^merition'd the leaft Syllable of your 

♦ fteiign, you ' would haVe been there before this. I 
-^td not imagine,- replied I very coldly, that your 
- Leave-was reqaifite ; besides I was fo Airprifcd at 

ybur Prefamptibn^tfcat I 'could not fpeak, nor have 
I as yet recover'd rriyfelf. I fent for you, to inform 
you of this, having no Defigrt to do you a Preju- 
dice; but you tnuftbe fenfible that I cannot avoid 
letting' your Mailer know the Reafon of my not 
; felting Out, or /otf toay do it yourfelf ; Heave it to 

your 
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. tow Choice, as well as my going To-morrow at 
Day-break to VetftUUsi for fince you have given me 
to underftand, that in your Mailer's Abfence, I am 
to obey vour Orders, I fhall be careful not to take 
any Resolution for the Future, without confulting 

.you. 

All this was utter'd with an Air fo very natu- 
ral, as quite ftunn'd the poor Vain it Cbambr* ; 
it's likely he knew his Matter's Temper, and 
dreaded his Anger in cafe I fhoold give him the 
fame Detail of the Affair ; befides, he was not ig- 

. norant of the Deference M. de Si Fa/ paid to me 9 
and as I feem'd to relent the Ufage I had receiv'd, 
he apprehended his Mailer might do the fame. Up- 
on this he afk'd a thoufand Pardons in order to 
appeafe me, acknowledged hrs Fault, and begg'd 
of me to fet out that Moment, being ready, as he 
Said, to receive my Commands, and remove all Oc- 
casions of Offence. Pleafed to find my Artifice had 
fucceeded, I grew more calm, and told him my In- 
difpofttion would not allow me to go that Day , but 
that he fhould hold himfelf in readinefs for the next 
Morning: I would then have had him retire, but he 

.refilled to leave my Chamber till I had pardon 'd 
his ill Manners, as he term'd jt j in order to rid my- 
felf of him, 1 did more; I promised to fay nothing 
of what had paiVd to his Mailer. The Vain dt 
Chambre feem'd mighty well fatisfied with this Af- 
fu ranee, and told me, that as we were not very far 
from Verfailles, he would go thither himfelf to pre- 
vent hu Mailer's being uneafy at my not coming; 
he added, he w uld have fent another on this fir- 
rand, but that he was defirous of fhowing the entire 
Confidence he had in me, and that he was not 
placed as a Spy over me : I thought proper, to a- 
void all Sufpicion, to infift on his fending the Pof- 
tillion ; but he alledg'd that the Boy not having 
been long in his Mailer's Service, he might poffibly 
make fome Blunder, v^ry contrary to the Secrecy 

his 
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his Matter had prefcribed. I scgtndced to Chi! 
Obftinncy as I calTd it, overjoy *d within myfetf, t» 
be freed from this watchful Argus % whom I threaded 
as mach as lindtonin* could Beiitcd. The /^er&r *fV 
Cbambre fet out, and I congratulated myfelf on my 
Dexterity in getting out of this Scrape ; if s certain, 
Evafions coft Women very little, and therefore woe 
to'thofe Lovers and Hufbands who have to deal 
with foch as are not fincerelv virtuous; all their 
Skill and Forefight can never iecure them from be- 
ing impos'd on, of which tvery Day furnilhes bat 
too many Inftances. 

Thus far every thing went well* when about 
Eight in the Evening, hearing fome Horfes Hop at 
the Inn, I look'd haftily out of Window, fearing 
leaft any freih Obftacle might thwart oar Defigns ( 
my Lite hitherto had been (o much exposM t» 
Vexations, that I imagined each Day ma ft ne- 
ceflarily produce Inilances of my being difappointed 
in every thing I undertook ; a Train of Misfor- 
tunes naturally produces a continual Apprehenfion. 
As I had heard the Marquefs was in the Neighbour- 
hood, I began to think he might be arrived ; I dart 
not fay I was dilpleas'd ; is it polTible one ihouli 
after fb lone an Abfcnce of a Perfon belov'd ? JPer^. 
haps, faid I to myfelf, the Count dt St. Fa/, Utfeaf^ 
at my not complying with his eager Appointment! 
is come to fetch me? This Perplexity occafion'd my 
looking out a fecond Time : By the Light of the 
Torches, carried by two Servants, I difcern'd a tall 
Man getting out of the Coach ; he feem'd fome* 
thing in Years, with a venerable AfpecV affd, by 
his numerous Retinue, to be a Perfon Or" great Qua- 
lity ; before he enterM the Inn, he call his Eyes to- 
wards me, and even ftopp'd his Attendants that h£ 
might have the better View ; apt accoftom'd to be 
thus ogled, 1 diew in. I fanc^l he look'd fome- 
thing Sweet upon me, and it w*s eafy to difcovei 
he did not think me difagree*ble. A fiaast Share 

Vol. L No. 9. A a of 


7.66 The Fortunate Country Maid. 

of Beauty fufices to infpirc fiich a Thought into 
moft Women, and let their Way of Thinking be 
never fo juft, if they deal fincerely, they mull not 
deny bat Vanity, and Self-Conceit furnim one half 
•f their Refle&ions. 

The Notion I had that Lindamm would not fail 
of coming to inform me of her {letting oat, prevail'd 
iupon me to leave my Door half open; the Agitati- 
ons of my Mind, rather than what I cat at Supper, 
bad incUn'd me to fleep in an arm'd Chair, tho' I 
was often difturb'd from the continual Expectation of 
feeing the Pilgrim} but how was I furpris'd at laft, 
xo fee two Men Handing by me, one of whom I 
knew to be the Perfon I had feen get out of the 
Coach! the fudden Emotion, occauon'd by their 
unexpected Prefence, no doubt betray 'd fome Ap- 
^>rehenfion; I beg, Mademoifelle % faid the tall Gen- 
tleman, whom I took to be the Matter, you would 
not be frightened; I little thought of giving any 
Occafion to it, or of di&irbing your Repofe, when, 
tjbro' a Miftake, I came into your Apartment inftead 
of my own; perceiving my Error, I was upon the 
Point of retiring, but mull confefs I Was fo furpris'd 
to fee fuch a beautiful Creature, that, old as I am, 
I could not deny myfelf the Pleafure of gazing a 
while; Co many Charms cannot be defticute of fuffi- 
cient Sweetnefs of Temper, to excufe what has 
kappen'd, and I hope fuch an attracting Motive will 
plead my Pardon : no Age is fecure from the Force 
of Beauty, and yours, in particular, is too irrefuta- 
ble* not to occafion many fuch Adventures. Any 
one will eafily guefs both the Harangue, and the 
Vifit afforded me fufficicnt Subject of Admiration; 
but, it will certainly be thought very extraordinary, 
that both the one and the other pleased me not a 
little; fometbing, I knew not what, delighted me* 
the old Gentleman's Prefence, as much a Stranger 
as he was to me, was highly agreeable; whilft he 
fpoke, I could not help confidering his Perfon with a 
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fecret Pleafore, and when he had done I returned 
his Compliments in a polite Manner; I even fought, 
t remember, to make my felf as agreeable at powble 
Without knowing the Reafon. The Stranger was fo 
tranfpoited at the Complaifarice of my Anfwer and 
Behaviour, that, folding hi* Arms together, Is it 
poffible, he cried, that fo much Wit and Beauty 
fhould be united! She has certainty been extremely 
well educated I happy Man, whoever is topoflefi 
fiich a Treafure of good Senfe : Who would have 
imagin*d 9 For/an, continued he, turning his Eyes 
to a Man on whofc Shoulder he leartd, that at 
my Years, I could have expefted fo favourable a* 
Reception? A great Proof of the jtfft way of 
thinking this young Lady jpofleffes. Take care. 
Sir, replied I very modcflly, left your Encomiums 
infpire a Vanity prejudicial to that Merit yon are 
pleas'd to extol; but if, as you feem to fay, there 
is any in over- looking Age, and Perfonal Advan- 
tages, I moll needs own I nave fo much good Senfe, 
as to confider only Character and Worth in Wen, 
and, were I to make a Choice, foch Qualifications 
would foe it, preferably to thofc of a more alluring 
Nature. 

The old Gentleman extoM this Maxim $0 the 
Skies, cmbelliihing it with all that Wit could jpoJfi* 
My invent; his Facility in expreJBng himfelf, and 
the polite Language he employ'd moft agreeably 
engaged my Attention; this he perceiv'd, and from 
thence took a Jreffi Occafion of praifing my Under* 
Handing; it's very evident, Sir, replied I, yours ia 
of fnch a Torn, that a young Perfon may not only 
be very fare in your Company, but considerably 
improve herfeif when thus happy in enjoying fo fo* 
fid and elegant a Conversation* Have you really 
fworn then, cried the old Gentleman tranfported, to 
snake me forget my Age, and the Dictates of Rea- 
Ion? as old as I am,- 1 know my own Weaknefs, 
my Heart is on the Point of ftuiog a Viftim to 
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jfonr Youth and Beauty, why muft you call the Per* 
feQions of your Mind to compltte theCooqueft? 
Don't caft down your Eyes, thou Jovtf etl Creature 
I ever beheld? nor give ybutfclf any Uneafinefs, 
continued he, feeing me a little difcompoftd at thia 
Declaration; though I would even fancy myftif 
young again, you have nothing *o fear from the 
Transports you infpire, blended with fo much Ref- 
j>ecl as they are, and your chaft Beauties will fuffici- 
ently curb the Sallies of an irregular Pafton. Are 
you not, For/an, of my Opinion, continued the 
Stranger, and though older than myfelf, don't you 
admire her innocent and unafrecled Chafms? 
.' In the beginning of this Interview* I had ofiered 
Chairs, but the Stranger had obliged me to fit down 
again, and his Attendant brought him an arm'd 
Chair, placing himfelf on one Side ; fo many Com- 

Eliments heaped upon me during this Conversation, 
ad given me a Colour, no Ways to my Difad van- 
tage; the Candle-Light too had contributed to pro* 
xnote fo many fine Speeches; whatever fteafons I 
inight have for difpatching this Vifit, it was £o very 
agreeable to me that I even furnilh'd Occasions? of 
prolonging it as much as pofEble; certainly my Mia4 
foreboded fomething from it. 

Our Conversation foon turn'd on thofe Talents 
whjch are thought to adorn Merit; the Stranger, 
wbjo feem'd fond of Mufick, enquired if, among 
tby other Qualifications, I padiiied Singing ; this 
pccaikmM fome little Excufes, a Folly ufual with 
Per for mere: My Voice was good, and, as I have 
already hinted, I had made fome Progress in Mufick. , 
As we are all fond of ple&fing in as many different 
Ways as pofiible, I fung an Air, the Words of 
which Were the MarquefS&i it was his favourite Song, 
as he had allured me; this was more than fuftcient 
so make me remember it. 

SONG, 
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Ji/fT Joys defend m her alone 9 
*** Wbofi Beauty firn my ravijb'd hrtaBy 
Laid at her Fe/t, if fit but *wtt> 

I touch btr Heart, 'tis then 1 am bltft. 

u. 

« » 

Cbafi Ceyuefi never can aJarm 9 

Or jhakt a confiant noble Mindi 
Rigid Virtue will always charm 

A Soul from loofe Defire refits d. 

After puffing very great Compliments on my Per- 
formance, the Stringer turning to kin wko flood \>y t 
I could even Pardon, taytkc, the young Spark, we 
were, talking of, had he been enamoured with one 
nnv ways comparable to this yonng Lady in ker 
Education, Wit, Politenefs and fine Talents} one 
might venture to fay, Birth too: nay, I would even 
have approved of hit Paflion, Bot to run after a 
lorry Creature, from a Donghill, a Country Girl in 
fine, the very Revcrfe of what I have mentioned i 
to foffcr himfelf to be Jo far infatuated at to entangle 
himfelf in one troublefomc Affair after another, dif- 
oblige his Patents, and trample on the moil etien- 
tial Ditties in life, there can be no Excufc* No 
Body can kave a greater Companion than myfclf 
for the Sallies of Youth ; I am Jcnfible, were I in 
his Place, I ihould run all Hazards for fuch a lovely 

Creature as this; butto n Ah! my Lord Mar* 

autfi t *»*d For/am interrupting him, what is it ye* 

A a 3 <t . Jay! 


2 7*> fUFortwMttC&miryMM. 

fay? The near concern you have is this Affair* 
•makes you lay down a wrong Principle; I need not 
tell you that Love i» blind, and con&ouently will 
fancy in itrObjeS, all thofe Charms yon have found 
here to be red. Tho' your Maxim, replied the 
Nobleman, be fomething romantick, I agree it has 
its Weight; but I deny that to be the Cafe in Dif- 
pate; there ere fome Faults Prejudice itfelf cannot 
overlook. The Girt I am fpeaking of, has not the 
leaft Refemblance of this young Lady : That Wench 
is a proud, haughty Vagabond, and as fee knows 
the Power roe has over our Acquaintance, has en- 
gaged him hitherto in fb many Extravagancies, 
that the good Qualities trtry one allow 'd him for- 
merly * to be Matter of, are all buried in Oblivion: 
It's true, by this Time fee is feverely puaHh'd, and 
muft hereafter pay very dear, for all the Vexations 
ihe has brought upon her Admirer's Friends; but 
flill, -fee can never repair the Mifchief thatU done, 
or attone for the Difobcdience of a Son to his Fa- 
ther. Yo», Fvrfon, continued the No^demae very 
es*neftlf» was oar of the nr& to repeeftttt theft 
things to me in a proper Light, and pointed oat the 
only Remedy left, for which I feali ever acknow- 
kdgcjnriclf obliged. 

The Nobleman no {boner began to take in Piece* 
the poor Country Girl, bet I found myself fhruck to 
the Heart: Nothing contributes to much. as our owsi 
leteraH, to make us fearp -lighted; the eaact Rosea* 
blaace between this Hiftory, cruelly mangled as it 
was, and my own; the Rekc&ions made upon it; 
the Earneftneft, not to foj Indignation, with which 
this Nobleman spoke c/ the Lover concern'** ail 
not together, left see no Room to doubt of. my acl- 
mg the second Perfonage in this notable Scene. 
Good God J Cud I to myklf quite confounded widi 
the Thought, am I at left Allen into the Hands est 
my Levers. Father 1 I was ready to fink with the 
Affr*ke*£o*i bwVdear Liberty, which new lay a* 

Stake, 
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Stake, and (certainly nothing elfe could have fop. 
ported me, cane to my Afiftanee, and gave mefo 
much co mma n d over myfclf ai to elude the Dan* 

Er of being djfeovci'd: Not a Soul in tfceHoole 
owing me, I did not defpair of getting. ore» thit 
pjficnuy* 

At thefe Reflexion* took op feme little Time, the 
old Mgfpufi imagin'd from my Silence, that the 
Sabjta of this Difcoerfc did not afbd me fufficien*. 
ly to engage me in itj upon this, chancing the Conv 
verforioo* he enquired how far I might be from 
home, and whether I (hoold continue my Journey 
the next Day : I aafwer'd, with great Jndifierenee, 
that I was accompanying a Relation to a Monastery* 
tide pot him upon enquiring if the Monaftenr woe 
near V*rfatiUs> and added, that if fo» he would wait 
OB me thither. Thit gave Occauon to hit infom- 
ing me, that he was returning from hit Country 
Seat, and wan obliged to flop at the Ian, for that 
hit Servant* who were to meet him with frefli Hot- 
Jet, netexpe&ing him till the next Day, had di&p- 
pointed himi that he waited their coming, having 
feat lor them , he added, in a very gallant Manner 
that the' he had been highly provohed at their Neg- 
ligence, he ihould be obliged to pardon them* *s it 
had procured him the Pleafure of my Acquaintance, 
and therefore he ought not to regret the loft of Time 
they hadoccaJton'd in hit Affairs, fincc it was em- 
ployed in paying hit Refpedt to me I aafwer'd to 
what he faid, in a police Manner, and found, by 
the reft qf hit Difconr fe, that I wat not }n any 
Sanger of being difcover'd; encourag'd by thit, I 
began to think of pleading my own Caufc, if any 
Opportunity prefentcditfelf. 

My earneft Defoe of introducing the Subject again, 
made me take the Advantage of the great Regard . 
he foil fliew'd me. I am apt to imagine, my Lord 
Marqtifi, faid I, withdrawing $ne of my Jiandt he 
Wit going to feine* that you a*c eaJily prejudiced* 
. . if 
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if the young Gentleman you mention'd, and wbofe 
Affair yon Teem to lake id much 10 Heart, be aa 
amoroas at yeuvfelf, yon ought not to be farpris'd 
at hii falling in Love with a Perfon, perhaps mack 
more amiable than' me. Why fo, MaJm*UUk 9 cried 
the old Marqiufs, piqued at what I faid ? There it a 
wide Difference between taking a liking to a Person, 
and falling in Lore: The Engagement*, faid I, of 
one at die Age I foppofe the Gentleman to be, for 
whom yon are fo eonceru'd, especially with a Conn* 

ar Girl, are not, in all Probability, of any great 
oment; betides, her Condition being fo much be* 
neath him, I am inclin'd to think her Relations, 
and not hit, have the moft Reafoa to be concerned 
for the Confequencet: Indeed, replied the old 
Mmrfufi very pofitively, I do not believe my Son 
will be fool enough to marry her. How, my Lord, 
cried I, with a feign'd Air of AfoniJbnient, it it 
year Son, we have been talking of all thtt while! 
Well, MademcijtUtu continued the Marqmfi in feme 
Conrafion, 'tis ont, and I mall not be at the Trouble 
at* recalling it; befidet, hit PaCon it grown fo no* 
format that it would be in vain to endeavour to keep 
it fecret. If that be the Cafe, replied I, yon: have 
feme Reafoa to complain ; tho' m Reality yon has* 
aid nothing in the main, hnce, at yon fay, me it m 
Conntry Girl, and confecjueutly with all her Beauty* 
can never be fo vain at to pretend to die Hononr of 
yoor Alliance, I am not.able, replied the Mmrfutfs^ to> 
difcover all the Views (he may have in what fhe does } 
bat this yoa may depend on, if me hat at macfe 
Senfe, as feveral pretend me it MiftreJa of, me'll 
lead my Son many a Dance, confidering the Honour 
and Conftancy on which he valors himfelf Nay 
then indeed, replied I, with an Air of Simplicity, 
yoa are certainly in the Right to* break off the Cor* 
ref pondence between thefe two Lovers : Yoa are not, 
faid he, the only one that approves of my Conduct 
in chit Particular; I expeft with great Impatience t+ 

- hear 
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hear my Moment of ike Slat's being fccered. 
How, fcid I, interrupting him, have y<m that, to 4o 
fiill ? In all Probability, replied he, flic m«ft he Jam 
in a Monaftery by this Time, where I have takes 
care fhe fball meet -with a proper Reception; X we* 
Yeflerday to have had an Account of what has been 
done} how I came to be fo disappointed, I can't 
ipagpie, unlefi onr fly Baggage hat deluded my Ne- 
phew likewife, whom I eatrafted with the Com* 
miiBoa; but when I coafidcr hit known Difcretioa, 
and die little Regard he bar for the fair Sex, I think 
there U nothing of that Kind to be fearM j tho' one 
Moment often fuffices to work an entire Change: 
Befides, I have heard of fo many of her Tricks and 
Exploit*, that k is not impoffible bnt fht may have 
given as the Slip. 

. This left Harangite humbled me to fuck a Denee, 
that I was on the Point of throwing off the Maik, 
and vindicating myfclf} ao<eifecajt be fo very infea* 
fible as. nor to be moved, when they hear themfelves 
thus toroin Pieces* without the Motives, which may 
be eafily gaeft'd, I could never have laid Yo great a 
lUfomiet on myfelf * a Moment s Thought recover d 
me. But, good God! Sir, yon iorprkc me, (aid I, 
end give me a very indifferent Opinion of year Sen j 
is kjpembie that a Pcrfcn of his Birth mould thus 
abandon himfelf tofo&rry aCreeturcat-you have de& 

Sibed,, notwithflaading the old Prove*b fc that Love 
blind. This, I comaiwe may hold good with 
Rerpea to the Body, bat certainly, can be of no 
Force in Regard of the Mind; at kaft I don't com* 
prehend how any Man of Senfe ceo omit ivejgMng 
with great Attention the good er> bad Ckmcfer of 
the Perfoa belov'd ; poffibly year Son, my Lord, 
may have d*fcov*r*d ia her fomethiag at kail worthy 
of Eileen* Your ftonarfc, repjied h* it very ja*, 
and if I had not beea wTar'd of the vile Difoofiu* 
oas of taisHaff* 1 AeMai4mve«endndad, a* yoa 

d0| 
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do, that the violent Paflton (he created ia my Son, 
»uft have been heighten 'd by the Influence of feme 
commendable Turn of Mind ; but there is no likely* 
hood of this, where Experience ftows us that ihe 
has entangled her Admirer in fevcral Broils, chfcon- 
certed his Affairs, and fee hrm at Variance with hit 
Father; this yon mnft allow is an abominable Cha- 
racter, and can never be fuJHciently condemned. 1 
am of your Opinion, my Lord, continued I, but 
give me leave to alk you one Queftion, if this Dif- 
courfe is not grown tedioas. Not in the feaft, re- 
9 plied the Marqtufs % in a milder Tone, as many at 
*you pleafe; I take a Angular Pleafirre In hearing 
you. For die better Underftanding this notable 
Dialogue, it meft be obferved, that every time the 
Manpufi fpoke of me, under the Name of Cmmtry 
Girt, he ctprtSkd himfelf with an Air of Contempt 
and Indignation; hi> Action was addrefed to me, 
but his Eye* were fet'd on hit Gentleman who flood 
by, and only aarwer'd with Nods and Shrttgs, ap- 


roving of every thint hit Matter (aid ; but whenever" 
fpojte, the Msrftoji grew calmer, was agreeable 
ana complaifant; rtrfim continuing his domb Show, 


and dividing hit filcnt Approbatiotts between crs. 

What I would fain know, faid I to the Mmrfufi 
looking him fteadiry in the Face, is, whether yosjr 
have ever feen your Son's Miftreft, I mean the 
Cmrtry Girt we have been talking of; I fpecify her, 
because he may havefeveral; a thing not unufual, 
they fay, with young Noblemen at prefent. No, 
fair Lady anfwer'd the Mmrfusfi, I never faw her; 
but those who are acquainted with her, have drawn 
her Pi&ure to the Life for me; particularly it 
certain Perfon, Daughter to the Lord of her 
Village, who hat given me a thorough Infkht 
into her Defignt, and who hat reafon, from what 
her Family hat fuffer'd on the Girl's Account, bit- 
terly to regret the charitable Prote&ioa that waa 

there 
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there granted her: what I tell yon, continued the 
Marqutfs, growing pevifli with the Remembrance of 
what had happen'd, are Facts, and of that Confe- 

fnence too, at had like to have coft me my Son. 
low, my Lord? cried I, equally fliaring the bitter 
Remembrance, thefe are Matters of Moment indeed, 
and prove fhe k highly to blame, as to what hat 
happen'd; for mm to the Chancier they have given 
of her, how do you know bat they may have very 
cogent Motives for imposing on you ? No, not the 
lealt, anfwer'd the Marquefs; !ps true your ObjectL* 
on would be of fome Force, where there is a Rival* 
or one of equal Rank, be t Have a Care, my 

Lord, I cried interrupting him In my Turn; Love, 
who is at the Bottom o? all this Affair, is a great 
Leveller i the Lady that has thus prejudiced you 
againft the Country ta/u perhaps is young, your Son 
is doubtlels a rcry aimable Perfon, where wonld be 
the wonder, if (he really has an Affection for him ? 
perhaps, not being able to bear a Rival, fo mscn 
her Inferior, fhe has taken this Opportunity of pu_- 
nifhing her, for pretending to a Heart (he is defirous 
of fecuring to herfelf. I have heard of fuch 
Adventures before, and why may not this be of the 
fame Nature? So then, replied the Marquefs, we 
muft believe in Romances, where we find many 
fuch ridiculous Inftances, more apt to corrupt the 
Mind, than inform it, as fome will pretend ; but, 
nut the Cafe it were really as you fay, thefe Effects 
would never have followed, all the World will 
tell you the fame; and though they were all of your 
Opinion, and would endeavour to convince me, 
it would be in Vain, for I never act but upon Aire 
Grounds. 

This was utter'd with fo much Sowcrnefs, that I 
heartily repented my having occafion'd the Dif- 
courfe ; I endeavoured artfully to introduce another 
Topick ; but he was too vehement, and too muck 
Jbent upon the Subject ; Had my Son indeed, conti- 
nued 
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sued he, fallen m Love with a Perfon of equal M£ 
rit with yourfelf, I would not have interfer'd j as a 
Father 1 , I might have refl ected on the Contequcncea 
of fuch an Engagement, hot I could not have cob* 
demn'd his Palnon, beina; very fenfible, that then 
ore fame Objc&s morally impoffible to foe refitted. I 
myieff, notwithllaading my Age, cannot aaiwer 
how far I might be carried by thofe Charms of 
yours, were I much longer expot'd tot them j I am 
even fenfible already, continued the Marp*fi very 
amoronHy, that I have gazed on you too long for 
my own Happinefs, and that ■ AlasT my 

Lord* cried I interrupted him, hurried on by my 
Refentment, and without confidering what I waa 
going to fay : How can you thus addrefi me* after 
{peaking your Mind fo freely in my Regard ? Is it 
noffible, that knowing me fo well, and having this 
vtry Moment given me fuch convincing Proofs of 
^our Indignation ? ■ Here I ftopM fliort per* 

cetving too late my Indifcretion ; I would have given 
the World, to have had it in my Power to recal my 
Words. 

The Marquefs aftonifhM at what I laid, flared 
upon Fvrfan, then turning towards me, he eyed me 
from Head to Foot : Notwithflanding r happily for 
me, he had not the lead Sufpicion ia my Regard. 
What did you intend to fay, MadmmjtU*> what 
Proofs do you mean ? Could I miftakc, or might yon 
have taken amtft— - — Jt can't be' I look upon yon 
as a Lady deferving Refped, and flill I think, I am 
not miftaken. 

Thefe Queftions prefs'd me too hard, not to en- 
deavour to. evade them ; f would fain have taken up 
another Sniped, but loon found I had one to deal 
with, whole long Experience would not fuller him 
to be eafily put apt* a wrong Scent. In the Name 
ofGoodnefs, MmhmmJeUt, continued he, taking me 
by the Hand, don't endeavour to make your Etcape 
from me thus f Something that concerns yen very 


The Fortunate Country MM. 2jy 

nearly, occafibn'd thofe Reproaches you otter'd 
againft me ;' explain yourfelf, let me beg ; in what 
i* it I have undesignedly affronted you ? I fhould be 
cruelly afflicted, if I have been fo unforruaate, it 
being very far from my Intention : I'll fay more, I 
feel I know not what, that interefts me in your 
Behalf: Speak, thou pretty Creature, continued 
he, feeing the Ccmfuiion I was in. I would fain 
have fet Matters to Rights by giving a different 
Turn to my Expreffions ; but it was done with fo 
Rttle Appearance of Truth, that he eafily faw thro* 
the Contrivance. Ah? cried he, you diffemble with 
me : Here is fome Myftery, I am convinced ; be- 
Udes, now I recoiled, you exprefs'd yourfelf with 
great Earneftnefs concerning my Son ; perhaps youv 
know him, you may know me too; you blufh f Ah ! 
For/aft, continued the Marquefs, turning to him, I 
iufped there is fomething of fo much Conference 
in the Trouble this young Lady betrays, and what 
fhe has faid, that I am refolv'd not to ftir from 
hence, till I have clear'd up the Bufinefs. 

I reprefented to myfelf, in fuch lively Colour*, 
the Danger I ran if difcover'd by an ince&fed Pa- 
rent, who had^fo openly declared himfelf my im- 
placable Enemy, that I was ready to fink when -he 
enquired whether I knew his Son ; but His laft Words 
terrified me fo cruelly, that I fainted away. I was 
informed afterwards that the Matquep took abun-r 
dance of Pains to bring me to myieli : He called' 
for Affiftance, and whiift they were bufied in affift* 
rng me, enquired of every one who I was, but not 
a Soul knew me ; I foon came to myfelf ; but 
finding I was the Snbjelt of the Difcourfe, I pre- 
tended to be ftill in a Swoon, the better to difcover 
the Marfueft's Sentiments, and to avoid any far- 
ther QueiHons, which would infallibly entangle me 
in new Difficulties ; I was in Hopes of fucceediug, 
as that Nobleman's Servants were expected every 

Vol. I, N<\ 8. fib Moment, 
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Moment, and he had declared he was obliged to be 
at Court that Night. 

Daring my pretended Swoon, I heard the Mar- 
quefs enquire who I was, of every one prefent ; he 
called for the Landlord, afk'd him whence I camfe, 
who brought me thither, where the Perfon was I 
had mentioned as my Relation ; but all the Marquefs 
could get outoi him, only ferved toencreaie his Per- 
plexity : The Landlord told him, that as to the 
Pilgrim, I had never feen her before the proceeding 
Day ; that an Officer, whom they did not know, had 
brought me thither, and that if any one could give a 
farther Information it mull be the Poftillion; that they 
had obfervcd a Difpute I had with a Valet de Cbam- 
bre belonging to the Gentleman who came with me, 
but that being foon over, they could gather nothing 
from it. The Marquefs immediately fent for the 
Poftillion, and I gave myklf over for loft, trembling 
every Joint ; I blamed myfelf for not following St» 
Fals Advice. 

The Poilrilion^ whom the Marquefs expe&ed with 
great* Impatience, was not long in coming; but how 
agreeably was I furprifed, when he declared he 
knew nothing of the Gentleman, nor had ever 
heard his Name mention'd, being only hired for 
this Journey ! Well, cried the Marquefs, this is fur- 
prijing, and certainly there muft be fome Myftery 
in it. What think you, For/an ? Don't you wonder 
at fo many Precautions employ 'd to prevent any 
Difcovery ? 

The Inftant he utter'd this, a Servant came to 
acquaint the Marquefs that his Equipage was ready ; 
let us go then, laid he, iince I can get no farther 
Information, and am obliged to be at forfailles be- 
fore Midnight, I muft lofe no more Time ; but all . 
this Juggle fhaU not avail, I am nojt to be foil'd in 
this Manner, having an infallible Means of coming 
to the Bottom of this Affair. Upon this, he whii- 
per'd Forfan, then coming up to mc felt my PuUe ; 

he 
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he was of Opinion that I flept, and would do welt 5 * 
upon leaving the Room, he charged the Landlady 
to be very careful of me, alluring her I was a Per- 
fon of Quality, as he very well knew, which ought 
to fuffice ; that in cafe I fhould grow worfe, they 
muft difpatch an Exprefs to Verfailles, naming an 
Hotel which I have forgot, and he would order a 
Coach and a Phyfician to attend me, - if it fhonld be . 
requifite ; faying this, he went away. I no fooner 
heard the Coach drive off, but I began to Breathe 
again, and immediately refolved, for this Bout, 
not to flip the firft favourable Moment for making 
my Efcape. When Danger preffrs, one eafily de- 
cides what to do. 

Whilft the Landlady remained in my Chamber, 
I confider'd with myielf what could be the Mar- 
qutfi* Motive for telling her I was a Woman of 
Quality : Can I be fo happy faid I to myfclf, ai to 
be muiaken for another by him ? This Point will 
be cleared op in the Sequel of thefe Memoirs. But 
to return. 

After waiting a fufficient Time, that T mfght be 
allured of the Marque/*'* Departure, I pretended to 
come to myfelf, and by Degrees to be perfectly re* 
cover'd 1 1 feign'd an Inclination to reft, in order to 
be left alone, that T might immediately proyide for 
my Security, againft the Danger into which I was 
now plunged. 

I went up to Lindamni* Apartment; (he was 
waiting for me with great Impatience : The Noife 
occaiion'd by the Marquef/s Enquiries in regard of 
me, had reach 'd her, and made her apprehend' leaft 
bis Arrival might prove a frefh Obilacle to the De- 
fign we had in Hand ; but fhe took Heart on my ac- 
quainting her with, his Departure. She told me, 
that her Meafures were fo well taken, that fhe had 
not the lealt Reafon to doubt the Succefs, particular- 
ly as Be/izai, of whom fhe flood moft in dread, was 
fo well fatisfied by her afTuring him, fhe had entire- 
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ty forgot what was paiTed, that there was aothiiag to 
be apprehended on that Side. 

All that any Ways regarded our Journey was a- 
greed on, and the Hour fix'dr the Dilpofition feem'd 
To well contrived, that 1 rlatter'd myfelf we could not 
be difappointed But how lliort-iighted is humaft 
Prudence f Lindaminis ill Stars were wearied with 
perfecuting, and now conducted her to a Port of 
Safety : But I only began to feel the Malignancy 
of mine. J had been told, that before I could be 
happy, I muft undergo all the Trials that can poJE- 
bly be made of a young Woman's Virtue. 

Night had now ftretched her fable Mantle over 
our Side of the Globe, and wrapp'd the Face of 
Things in Obfcurity ; not the lead Noife was heard 
in the Houfe, where all were afleep except Linda- 
mint and myfelf, who waited for her Steward's call- 
ing upon us. Exactly at the Time appointed he 
came to acquaint us every Thing was ready, and. 
conducted us down Stairs, which he did without 
any Light to prevent Accidents. The Reckoning 
had been discharged that Evening, in Frefence of 
the Hofiler, who was order 'd to open the Gates at 
the Time appointed ; a Precaution which very much 
facilitated our Defign. 

When we were got into the Chaife and clear of 
the Village, after a mutual Recommendation of our,- 
felves to Providence, Lindavtine, taking me in her 
Arms, at laft, my Dear, faid ihe, we are iatisfied 
for once j 1 hope by Day break we /hall be ia a 
Place of Safety. Pray Cod we may, I replied; 
but J tremble, without knowing the Heafon. 'Tis 
the Still nefs of a dark Night, replied the Pilgrim, 
which frightens you. Good God ! continued ihe, 
what would ycu do if alone in a Wood, as I have 
often been ? I made her no Anfwer to this, though 
my Experience was not ihort of hers in that Parti- 
cular ; for, whatever Affeclion I might have for 
Lindamint) I was referv'd as to my own Affairs, and 

had 
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had not as yet let her into the Secret Hillary of my 
Life : Such hafty Confidences may fait Romances 
Well enough, where there is a Neceffity of making 
Things hang together, and introducing as many 
Speakers, good, bad and indifferent, as poffible, to 
fwcll the Work ; but Truth, on which all Memoirs 
ought to be built, excludes Improbabilities ; and 
this Rule mud be fo ftriclly obierved, as often to 
omit real Events, if they deviate too far from the 
ufual Courfe of Things. 

Undamne* Steward, who rode by the ChaHe 
fide, had not as yet, for want of Time, given her 
any Account of the Commiffions he had executed $ 
he took this Opportunity of doing it. What a 
Pleafure was it to hear him fay, that as to Saint 
Jgneii Letters, of which his Miftrefs had erven him 
fo great Charge, they would be fafely deTrver'd in- 
to Melicourt\ own Hand f For the Steward had 
very luckily called to mind a Relation of his, who 
ferved that young Gentleman's Father in Quality 
of Comptroller upwards of twenty Years; the 
Steward aflured us, that he fhould very fhortly have 
an Anfwer from his Kinfman, to whom he had gi- 
ven in Charge the Delivery of the Letters. I aik'd 
him with great Precipitation, by what means the 
Anfwer would come to Hand ? He replied, that not 
being able at the Time of Writing, to goeis where 
he might poffibly then be, he had de fired his Rela- 
tion to dired for him at the Moiwrftery I had 
mentioned, imagining, by what his Miftrefs faid, 
he mould be in that Neighbourhood. I was 
charm 'd with the Man's Contrivance : In my 
Tranfport I could not forbear crying out, my Minet- 
u will have Tidings very mortly of her beloved f 
She wilt be overcome with Joy, in which too I 
ffaall (hare with her! The Pilgrim was ftruck with 
Admiration at this overflowing of good Nature ; /he 
commended it very politely, and from thence our 
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Difcoorfe tnrn'd upon the new Kind of Life we 
were going to embrace. 

Wc had gooe about four Miles, the Poftilion waa 
refting hit Horfes after getting up a pretty fteep 
Hill, when we heard through the Stilfnefs of the 
Night the trampling of Horfes Feet : This threw 
us into a Conllernation. I am undone cried oat 
Undamhrt; you will find Befauns Miftruft has made 
htm (ufpeft what I have done, and upon this he is 
come in purfuit of me, Good God! what fhall I 
do, if it proves fo? Make yourfelf eafy, Madam, 
I beg of you, replied her Steward; you know I 
have carried Arms, and do not want Courage. Aa 
to the Perfon you mention, he certainly has no right 
to controul you, and at the worft, if be fhould per- 
iift in following you, can only learn the Place where 
you have chofe to retire; I think this is all you 
need apprehend; but if you have no Mind even to> 
be troubled with him, I can eafily [prevent it. 
But I am afraid, replied Lindamint after paufing a 
little, left in his Violence he may do you a Mifchief. 
J)o net be afraid, Madam, replied the Steward} I 
have a Pair of good Piftols, the Sight of which will 
{office to keep him in Awe. This was utter'd with 
fo much Resolution, that . landamine feem'd fome- 
thing encouraged ; (he embraced me very dofe, her 
little Heart beating very quick, and doubtlefs feel- 
ing a fevere Struggle, from the Trial fhe apprehend- 
ed her Virtue muit undergo. In effect, it cannot be 
denied, but a young Woman is very wretched; 
when a Part of her Life is employed in gaining 
ViclMes over herfelf, againft the Bent of her A£ 
fectipn*. 

. In the mean- time the Noife of the Horfes in- 
creased, and. notwithstanding that of the Chaife* 
now in Motion, we could hear them gain upon 
us every Moment; we even imagin'd that we dif- 
cern'd a fmall glimmering Light on the Road. 
Here I began to be alarm'd in my Turn. Heavens t 
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cried I, perhaps their Defign is on me! The Light 
encreafing feem'd to be Torches ; this reminded me 
of what the old Marquefs faid at going away, that 
he had infallible Means of coming to the Bottom 
of the Affair; the reflection terrified me fo muck, 
that I did not dare examine any farther. Undauunt, 
whofe -Courage furpaiTed mine, looked out, and 
called to her Steward, who had ftopp'd to view the 
Subject of oar Alarm. Ah? my dear Girl, cried 
Die fitting down again, I do not know which of at 
is purfued; but (there are three Men with Torches 
coming full fpeed after us. Are they a great way 
off? replied I. About two hundred Yards janiwer'd 
the Steward coming up to us. For God's Sake, 
faid I, order the Chaife to flop, I am convinced 
they come after me : As I have the moil important 
Reafons not to be difcover'd, I beg to alight: Yonder 
Hedge will conceal "me till they are pail. LimLmint 
and her Steward endeavoured to difiwade me from 
it j but the terrible Appreheniions of failing again 
into the old Marqnefi^ Hands, made me perfil in 
my Defign, and obliged them to comply with what 
I deiired ; but, the greater Halle, the worfe Speed. 
Neither TJndamine nor I could poifibly get the Chaife 
open fo that the Steward was obliged to alight and" 
aifift us;«I was getting down, bnt the Lofa of fo 
much Time gave the Horfemen, I endeavour'd to 
avoid, an Opportunity of coming op with us and 
furrounding the Chaife. By the Light of the Tor- 
ches, I difcover'd the Count de Saint Fat, he was at 
pale as Death, prefenting his Hand to me, and en- 
deavouring to /peak, I fuppo&d to reproach me, 
but he was fo much out of Breath with hard Riding, 
or rather, as I underftood afterwards, fo overjoyed 
to find me, that he could not utter a Syllable; hia 
Vaht de Cbambre % the fame whom I had fo genteelly 
trick'd, Supplied his Deficiency. Really, Madtmoi- 
fi&e, firid he with a taunting Kind of Air, you 
make a very ill Return ton>y Matter's CtoUtie*; 

were 
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were 1 in his Place Hold your Tongue, cried 

the Count t in a Tone that fhew'd he would be obey 'd ; 
Che young Lady is her own Miftrefs, and if at 
this Moment I any ways hinder her Defigns, it is 
what her Intereft abfolutcly requires. Saying this, 
he approach 'd me, and made a thoufand Excufea 
for his interrupting my Journey; adding, that he 
would lay down fuch Reafons for what he did, that 
I could not but approve of his Conduft. I was fo 
agreeably furpriz'd with his Behaviour, and the 
Complaifance he fhew'd, after I had put fuch a 
Tries upon the Confidence he repofed in me, that I 
had not a Word to fay. 

St. FaJ, after giving me Time to recover, ad- 
drafted himfelf to Lindatmne and me in the politeff 
Manner; and far from reproaching her, as another 
might have done, for fpiriting me away, hearing 
that our. Expedition terminated in a Monastery, he 
returned her Thanks for the Civilities fhewn me, 
and extoll'd our Uifcretien, as he called it ; adding, 
that in order to make her fome Amends for depri- 
ving her of fuch an agreeable Companion, he would 
wait on her himfelf with an Account of me, as 
foon as I was conveniently fettled. 

During this Converfation, a Servant came and 
acquainted the Count that his Chaife was coming up ; 
upon this he told me, that computing from the 
Time* I had left the Village, as he was informed on 
his Arrival there, he guefled he mould overtake me, 
and therefore order'd his Chaife to follow him ; a 
Precaution he was overjoy'd to have taken, as it 

f re vented any Interruption in Lindaminft Journey; 
found by the Sequel of his Difcourfe, that it was 
owing to his Falet eh Chambre\ coming to Verfuilles % 
and what they told him at the Village, that his Mif*. 
truft gave him fo much Uneailnefs, as obliged him 
to take Poft-Horfes in purfuit of me. 

By this Time the Chaife had join'd us; St. Fal 
presented his Haad to help me in; I embraced Lm» 

damint 
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iumm with great Tendernefs before I left her, and 
promifed flie fhoold frequently hear from me. 

When I had taken my Place, the Count was very 
diligent in employing all poffible Precautions that 
could contribute to make my Journey agreeable; 
To prevent my catching Cold, he wrap'd me in a 
Cloke, and oblig'd me to cover my Feet; in fine, 
he did every obliging Thing good Manners could 
fu<rgeft, and then order'd the Chaife to drive on. t 
could not forbear admiring his Sweetnefs of Temper, 
and found him truly worthy of Efteem on fo many 
Accounts, that I heartily regretted my having given 
him any Uueafinefs. 

I began to think the bed Excufc I could make 
St, Fa/for my Flight, was to acquaint him with 
my Adventure in meeting with the old Marqutfs, 
and {my Oread of falling into his Hands; the Pre- 
text was fo natural, that I did not in the leaf! doubt 
of its Succefs. The Count feem'd much diiturbed at 
fuch an unforefeen Accident; he made me repeat 
every Syllable his Uncle had utter 'd; he very hu- 
manely put himfelf in my Place, and agreed per- 
haps thro* Complaisance, that I waa perfectly 
right in making my Efcape, whatever Vexation, 
faid he, your Flight occafion'd, or Trouble this un- 
expected* Return of my Uncle throws me into, I am 
overjoy 'd in knowing from your own Mouth, that 
your Departure was not owing to any Averfion I 
apprehended you might have taken to me. If you 
Jcnew, lovely Jennv, continued be, how much I 
fuffer'd, when I did not find you at the Village, 
you would certainly be moved ; I concluded that 
I had been fo unfortunate as to lofe your Favour, 
and that my Company was become difagreeable to 
you: But you have reviv'd me; how happy (hould 
1 be,' were I honoured fo far as to enjoy your Friend* 
fhipl Alas I that you have already, cried I, over- 
come with his polite Behaviour, his nice Turn of 
Sentiments, and that they aimed at nothing farther 

than 
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than my Friendship. Your Merit, continued I, 
abundantly deferves that I fhould think myfelf happy 
in fuch a worthy Friend ,• neither is this the firft 
Time, that I have valued myfelf on. the Refpe& 
and Civilities received at your Hands. Heavens! 
cried St. Fe! t interrupting rrre, who could behave 
otherwife to fo charming a Creature? Nay, more, I 
am fo entirely devoted to you, my Heart is fo far 
prepofTefTed in your Behalf, I love you with tVat 
Delicacy (this Aire will give no Offence) that I am 
refolv'd to ftrve you even againft my own Intereft: 
No more Miltruft therefore, lovely Jenny % no longer 
look upon me as a Tyrant, obftru&ing your fecret 
Inclinations ; I promife, I even vow, notwithftand- 
ing ardent Affections I have for yon, that I will ever 
promote yoor Happinefs, as far as lies in my Power; 
all I afk in return for an Efteem, call it Love, fo 
difinterefted, is, that you will never forbid me 
your Company. Unruly Paflions are Strangers to 
my Breaft; it knows no Defire, but that of feeing 
and admiring; you; fhould it ever exceed thofe 
Bounds, the Delicacy, and much more rhe Virtue, 
I profefs to cultivate, will always check any fuch 
Attempts, and prevent them giving you the leaft 
Difturbance. 

Such formal Aflurances of fo generous a Friend* 
(hip, and fo rarely feen in this Age, moved me ex- 
ceedingly, and were anfwer'd with a becoming Sin- 
cerity. From thence we fell upon the Subject of 
my Lover* s Father. I inform'd St. Fal, that I very 
much apprehended, left, fufpicious as he appeared 
to be, he fhould have me watch'd fo narrowly, efpe- 
cially finding his Orders negleded, that atlafihe 
would find me out, wherever Lfhould retire. Make 
yourfelf eafy, dear Mifs, replied St. Fal % you will be 
much fafer at Ver failles than elfewhere; the Precau- 
tions I have taken will elude all Enquiries, for you 
will pafs for an Officer's Widow that is come to folli- 
cit fomt Favour at Court; the Houfe, where you are 

CO 
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to lodge, is already acquainted with that Particular ; 
a Waiting- Woman and a Cook -Maid will male* 
up your little Family ; and as they will only know 
you under the Name of the Count efs de Roches, 
which I have invented for you, they cannot any 
ways diflurb our Projecl by their Tittle-Tattle. 
The Pretence I have invented for your coming to 
Verfailks % will fufficiently fcreen you from the Eyes 
of the Curious ; no Place can be properer than the 
Court, for Concealment, where every one is takea 
«p with their own Concerns : Strangers pafs there 
for what they pleafe, nobody troubling themfelves to 
examine into their Affairs. I have known feveral 
that have eftablifh'd themfelves there under a tra- 
velling Title, and their Children have fucceeded to 
it, as well as to their Subftance ; Silence and along 
PofleiTion are the Proofs of their aftumed Nobility, 
As to the Ladies in particular, their Affairs not be* 
ing of any great Confluence, they are feldom mo- 
hsfted, unlefs it be with too much Complaifance, 
where there Merit is confpicuous* but never on Ac- 
count of their Quality : Does not every one know, 
they may aflume what Rank they pleafe ? 

All this, Sir, replied I, is very well ; I am fatif- 
fled, I mall not be difturb'd on this Head, and that 
under the Name, you have invented, I fhall fruf- 
trate the moll curious Scrutinies that may poffibly 
be made after me: But, pray, how fhall I find 
wherewithal to fupport my Condition r For, I 
take it, empty Titles are as thin Diet at Court as 
el fe where $ 1 have not one Farthing of Income, nor 
the lead Expectancy of that Kind. You. are fuffi- 
ciently inform'd,- that a capricious Turn of Fortune 
has raifed me from my original Condition, and left 
me in a very precarious Situation, without the leaft 
Means of fubfifting But I muft afTure you, Sir, 
continued I, rather than make a Figure at the Ex- 
pence of what I think honourable, I would return 
a thoufand Times to the Wretchednef* of my Birth ; 

taking 
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taking therefore this for granted, as I beg 70a will/ 

I cannot fee I fhould not have given you 

Time to form thefe Reflexions, faid St. Fal inter- 
rupting me, had I not taken a Angular Pleafare 
in hearing yon. Ah \ lovely Jenny, how noble arc 
thefe Sentiments ! What a Veil do they throw over 
the Ohfcurity of your Extra&ion ! Birth is the Ef- 
fect of Chance, and. where Providence has allotted 
it, gives no Grounds to value ourfelves upon ; he 
that fhould arrogate any Thing to himfelf on that 
Score, would be juftly reproached, that his ac- 
^uir'd Merit mull be very iniignificant, fince he 
has rccourfe to what pa/Ted in the V/orld before 
he made his Appearance in it. He might, in that 
Cafe; be juftly faid to adorn himfelf with the Duft 
of his Ancestors. But, to cut the Matter ihort ; if 
you were not born in an elevated Rank, your Me- 
rit highly defer ves it on many Accounts ; with fo 
much good Senfe and Difcretion, you will certain- 
ly fucceed in the World ; every Thing will fmile 
upon you, your Family will be maintained, and 

you But, faid I, interrupting him a fecond 

Time, how ? For you can never make me believe—- 
Why, Mademoifdle, cried St. Fal very fmartly, it's 
no matter; you ihall find by Experience, that I am 
not building Caflles in the Air. Alas ! Sir, replied 
I with fome Emotion, I am fatisfied as to that Parti- 
cular; I dare fay you will order every Thing fo 
well, that it will be a Secret to all the World bat 
myfclf, from whence my Subfi fiance comes; but ftill 
I can never prevail on myfelf to accept of it. And 
why not? Replied St. Fal very eagerly; can you be 
fo miftaken as to apprehend what the World will 
fay ? What have you to do with other People ? 
Will any one know you ? No certainly ; nor have 
you any Defign of making Acquaintances. This be- 
ing granted, who can hinder you from living retir*d, 
and cultivating your Talents, till yon are fettled ift 
the World I The Pnblick will regard no more of 

yoor 
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your Conduit than what openly appears, and will 

applaud it accordingly, and without entering 

But I fhall be kept, cried I, interrupting him with 

feat Emotion ; there is no palliating the Matter ; 
am not to, learn what that Word means. Well 
then, Mademoifelky continued St Fed very impati* 
ently, you will be kept, fince you mull abfolutely 
life that ExpreiTion ; v^nere is the Harm ? After all, 
the Meaning of Words' varies according to the- Ufe 
to which Men apply them ; there is daily Instances 
of Vice being kept by them, why mould there not 
be one, frOm whom Virtue may find the fame 
Relief ? 

It was thus the Count endeavoured to remove thofe 
Scruples, which a virtuous Difpofition raifed in 
my Mind ; but all his Wit and Experience in the 
World, both Of which he polTeiTed in a Sovereign 
Degree, could not convince me on this Occafion ; 
the Extremity to which I was reduced, and the Ap» 
proach of Want, could fcarce excufe fo dangerous a 
Step ; in Reality, I ought co have fu omitted to the 
Orders he was to put in Execution, rather than thus 
expofe my Innocence. A young Woman can never 
be too much upon her Guard againil herfelf; a 
.Word, a Trifle oftentimes effects her Overthrow, 
Real Virtue is always attended with Diffidence, and 
Humility; it's conftanj Leflbn is to fear ourlelvesj 
it is this happy Diffidence which crowns the Wqrk, 
and makes us triumph ovsr the fiereeft Aflaults of 
Vice. " 

Thefe Reflections brought me to Ferfeilfa ; Atwsit 
now Eight in the Morning, the Sun ihone. full upon 
the. Palace, and yielded the fined Sight my. 3$£<pf 
ever beheld , my Tranfport, occafion'd by fuch 
Grandeur and Magnificence, was fo. great, that. I 
even forgot myfeif, St. Fai, not imagining what if 
was which thui engrofled xny Thoughts, and wi>o 
was always apprehenfive of giving me the lead Un- 
eafinefs, or fearing, perhaps, that I might give my 7 
. M01/.L N°:o. C c fel'f 
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fclf up to Refleftioiit anting from our preceding Dif- 
courre, liked me with fbme Concern, what made 
me fo filcftt. We were then at the End of the 
it Alley, and going to tarn off to the Left. Good 
rod I cried I, very impatiently, do not difburb me; 
yoo are very barbarous to interrupt me in the Con- 
templation of fo delightful a View : When I faid 
this my Eyes were fo earneftly nVd on the Palace, 
that the Omnt eafily gucfled at the Occafion of my 
Silence, and the Earneftnefs I had betray 'd. I aflc 
your Pardon, fair Lady, faid he j but I muft tell 
you toothing can be a greater Proof of your exquifite 
Taile, than the Attention you beftow on the Beauties 
of that Place. Upon this, he order'd the Poftilion 
to flop ; I run over with my Eye that charming 
Profpeft, afeing a thoufand Queftions, without al- 
lowing him Time to anfwer one Half of them. 

When I had recovered myfelf a little from the Ad- 
miration fo many fine Obje&s excited, I afked St. 
Fal very gravely, if that was the Place I was to lodge 
at ? He could not forbear fmiling at fuch a Quefti- 
on, whilft he acquainted me, that it was inhabi- 
ted only by fuch whofe Rank or Employments 
placed them near the King's Perfon, of which 
he gave me a kind of Detail, that lafted till we 
reach'd the Orangtrit Street, where the Chaife fet 
us down. 

A Woman of about five and twenty, Miftrefs of 
die Houfe where I was* to lodge, having been ac- 
quainted by Mon/Uur it St. A/*s Fakt dt CUmbrt 
of our Arrival, waited for me at the Door ; (he 
received me in a mighty obliging Manner : Good 
God 1 faid /he, turning to the Count, after embta- 
ting me, how young this Lady muft have been mar- 
ried! (he is an Infant, exceeding handfome ; it's a 
crying Shame flic fhould be a Widow at thefc Years ! 
This Harangue put me to the Blufli. The Cctmt fee* 
ing the Confofion I was in, turned the Difcourfe, 
and prsfenting his Hand, led me up a very hand- 
fome 
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fome Stair-cafe to my Apartment; the Reflexion, of 
the Sun from the Glafle* and Gilding with which it 
was adoni'd, caft a prodigious Luftre. I mofl own, 
I felt a Satisfaclion arifi in mv Bitaft; fond as I 
had always been of Pinery, (uch Lodgings and 
Furniture could not fail of affording me a Angular 
Plcafure. It did not efcape the Cm*/, who, at he 
has fince told me, often pleafed himfelf with the 
Thoughts of having (uccecded in bis Endeavours to 
Jbrtke my Imagination at the firlt Entrance, know* 
ing very well that nothing diverts Melancholy more, 
than the Gaiety of thole Objt&s which furround us. 
He was certainly in the Right 1 outward Show is al- 
ways bewitching, and the gaudy Appearance p( 
Things more or lefs carries the greateft Weight, 
efpecially with Women; which clearly proves our 
fmall Share of Solidity, not excepting myfelf, not* 
withftanding our Vanity in priding ourfelves ej«m 
what they term $mtimnt*> the Parade of which 
is now fo much in Vogue, that the Cinder- Wench 
wild not yield to a Dutchefs, in what is called 
l&mntr of Thinking This Folly of an affefted 
Heroifi* may have its Application, aa well as that 
of Luxury. Luxury is laid to be a Mark of con* 
cealtd Poverty: May one not venture to fay, that 
SmHmmi$ t for which fome,, with fo much Qfteata- 
tion often value tbemfelves, are a fpecioip Cover, 
by which they endeavour to dasude the Eyes of tke 
World, and cover their own Weaknefs? 

When I was put into Poflcffion of my Apartment,. 
St. Fal defir'd I would enjoy the good Senfe, he 
knew me Miftrefs of, to amufe mylelf in his Ab- 
sence, giving me to understand that he was obliged 
to pafs the reft of the Day with the old Mmrqutfs, 
ht whom he muft invent fome Story concerning me, 
defigning in order to excufe himfelf, to pretend I 
had made my Efcapc from him. I could not fore- 
bear trembling at what he faid. For Heaven's Sake, 
Sir, faid .1, take care how you behave on this nice 
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Point; your Uncle feem'd to me a Perfon of fo 
'much DMtruft and Penetratirn, that I am very ap- 
.prehenflve, left, after laying together the Rencounter 
he had in the Village, aid your Account [of my 
*Efcape, he does not employ fuch fure Methods of 
"finding out the Truth, as will infallibly difcover 
where I ami If that mould happen, you know I 
am entirely ruin'd. I. have already told you, Ma- 
Jemof/fffe, replied St. Fa/ t that you have nothing to 
fear on your Side* it is on me the Marqueff* Dif- 
pleafure will light. And is not that of 1 efficient 
Conference, cried I ? I mould be very forry yon 
underwent any Uneafinefs on my Account. Good 
Gotf f Meuttmoiftttt, replied St Fat, as he was retir* 
*irig, that is the leaft of my Care; my Coufin's Re- 
turn, for "his Father will certainly fend for him upon 
hearing your Eva/ion; the Notion 1 have that fooner 
Virifeterhe will fee you; the Certainty I have of the 
WSafure- fuch an Interview will create in you; thefe 
*fe Uneaiineffes much more real, than any J appre- 
hend front acquainting my Uncle with your Efcapc. 
I eafily underdood the Meaning of all this; but as 
i had no Mind to enter on fuch a Subject, I let him 
go without returning any Anfwer. 
: - When he was gone the Chamber- Maid, who had 
been hired to wait on me, came up; me fcemed 
•ItpWards Fffty, with an eafy infinuating Air; her 
: Name was Brocban, and the Landlady of the Houfe 
gave her an extraordinary Character; (he had lately 
left a Dotchefs's Service, by reafon as (he informed 

* me herfelf, of a violent Paflion the Secretary had for 
' her, and which might have endanger'd her Inno- 
: eence. J could not forbear fmiling to my fctf, at this 

* Acknowledgment. Her Age and plain Face was a 
'Tnififcient-Security again ft any Attacks of that Nature, 
' i foon \ difcover 'd her Foible to be a footilh Belief, 

that me infpired Love into all the Men who|looked at 

* her, which me imagined could not be with Indiffer- 
ence; to this Conceit me added another Notion, 

equally 
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equally ridiculous, that (he was nobly born ; it's true, 
flic could not be ignorant that erery one knew her to 
to a Cook's Daughter; bat her Folly, or rather 
.her Vanity, prevented this Obje&ion, by alluring 
you very gravely, that (he had been changed at 
Mono- 

Madam d$ Gtmtvml (for that was my Landlady's 
Name) made her Appearance foon after the Cham- 
ber*Maid. Now I am difpofed to draw Charadlen, 
it would be unpardonable to omit hers. She was 
tali» handfomc, and well made; but the Misfortune 
was, fhc knew it too well : A Failing that renders 
the greateft Charms very di&grecable; her Charac- 
ter was, to find fault with every Thing, though her 
genteel Way of doing it made fome Amends. 

Mofl Things at firft finle upon us; Madam it 
Gmraa/ was to very obliging and ajfiduous, thai I 
made her very fincere He tiros, attended with too 
little Refer vednefs. The Event will (hew plainly, 
#• that young PerfOns ought to be very cautious and 
circumfped with their new Acquaintance; This 
Gentlewoman's fiehavicur has taught me at a very 
dear Rate, to inculcate to neceJTary a Lcflbn to e- 
thers. 

Before I went to Bed, (for cfee Landlady and my 
Waiting- Woman had determmed it fhould be lb, 
in order to refreih op after a Journey of between 
two and three hundred Mile*, as they imagined ; my 
Cheft of Drawers was opened [for me J you fee, 
faid Madam de Gmvtd, every thing is laid in at 
cxaft Order, as if you had been prefeat. Mmrfutr 
de it. Fa/ has faid Jo much in your Praife, and to 
easteftly recommended the Care of your Trunks, 
that I took she Things out myfclh when I opened 
them, I wrote as Account of what I found; but 
this is a Liberty I would not have taken, without 
the pofitive Intreattet 0/ your Friend the Cotmt, 
who infilled on tvtry {thing being m its proper 
Place) apinft your Arrival : But gs> to Steep, 

pretry 
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pretty Lady, faid (he, embracing me, we fhall 
have Time enough to difcourfe thefe Matters over 
when you wake s bring her a Porringer of Broth* 
continued (he, going out of the Room, (he will reft 
the better after it Brocban had it ready ; after I 
had taken it, (he help'd me to undrefs ; I got into 
Bed upon which the retir'd, matting the Door af- 
ter her. 

My Mind was in too great an Agitation to admit 
of any Repofe: May I venture here to difclofe my- 
ffelf ingentooufly? Will not the profefftd Prudes, 
thofe fplenatick Ladies J have before mentioned, 
take the Alarm at the fecret Motions of my Soul, I 
am going to divulge? What will it avail, if I fhould 
give a falfe Glofs (and nothing can be more eafy) to 
my Thoughts at that Time? They will be equally 
{evert, and I mould forfeit my Title to Sincerity, that 
truly valuable Quality, under a Proteftatioii of which 
I entered upon thefe Memoirs. Self-love, indeed 
mu&fuffer j but amiable Truth will entitle me to feme 
Compaflion. 

Had 1 called my Heart to a ftrict Account, I 
am perfuaded, at firft I would have found it more 
affected with the brilliant Situation I was in, than 
with the fecret Murmers of a repining Virtue. 
There is a wide Difference between arming our- 
-felves againft future Trials*' and encountering the 
^immediate Influence of Things prefent; we faintly 
refill the Charms of what we- Actually poffefs. Wife 
Men often exclaim againft theAbuie of Riches, 
but we have few Instances of their practicing the 
Doctrine they teach. .*. -* • 

I was no fooner left- alone, 1 bat I looked with 
Pleafure on the gay Objects which furrounded me; 
the Glaffes, Gildings, the Bi&unes, rais'd fuch be- 
witching Ideas in my Mind, that I could no longer 
refift the Temptation of taking a nearer View of the 
Things I was in fome Meafure Miftref* of. Being 
qione, I got up, bolted the Doors, and indulged 

my 
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my Curiofity. \ It's true, Virtue made Tome little * 
Effort before it abandoned me to thefe Allurements; 
but a fndden Thought reprefeuted my Curiofity as 
abfolutely necefiary; I muft, faid I to myfelf, be 
acquainted with what the Drawers contain: The 
Things are given out to be mine; if I (hould betray 
any Ignorance, it may raife fome Sufpicion prejudi- 
cial to the Part I am to aft. 

Prepoflefled with this Neceflity, I went into the 
Wardrobe, in which were placed two large Chefts ; 
I opened them with fome Apprehenfion ; this Scru • 
tiny, though attended with a Kind of Qualm, as if 
I had been, engaged in Mifchief, foon amofed me by 
the alluring Discoveries it produced, efpecially in 
reipe& of one, whofe Birth and Education had not 
made her Miftrefs of any one individual Thing. . 


ADVER, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


If was my Defign to bury in Oblivion the Motives 
fir fuppreffiag tbefiroentb Part at Puis, and to heove 
> flighted by my Silent Proceedings as extraordinary, as 
they were uttjtfi; ' but rejkBing % that fitch a CendutJ wight 
fir/bit theEfieem of all Lorrain, of which ] am iuex- 
frejpbby jealous, I bow prevailed with myfelf to give 
tho Detail of this Affair, thai the PublUk may judge if 
I dejerve thefevere Treatment I am going to relate. 

About a Month after this feventh Part was publi/Vd 
est Paris, my Footman informed me erne Afternoon, that a 
Man in Boots bad a Letter fir me from the Lieutenant 
General de Police. // furfrifid me ; / was required to 
appear that fame Day before M. Herault, on Affairs 
that regarded me per/bnally* I did not knou 'what to 
think ; and tbo' 1 bad no Grounds to apprehend fitch a Ft* 
fit, it gave me no final/ Vntafinefs. 

M. Herault told me it concerned the /event h Part of 
the Fortunate Country Maid : that the Dutchefs of 
Lor rain was prejudiced againft me: that at her Infiance 
I was commanded never to mention Lorrain but with due 
Refpe&. In a great Surprize, J ajizd this Magifirate our 
what Part of my Wtrh this Calumny could be grounded P 
Affuring him, that the feventh Part a&ually extolTd the 
Lorrainei s. He referred me to the Sieur Jean, one of 
Ms principal Clerks : this Man gave me an Account of the 
Affair, and tbre<w kzc info the greateft Afionijhment , by 
letting me into the Particulars of the Charge, I depended 
upon the Work it/elf for my Jefiijuation, which I gave 
in to be examined; the thing appeared fo plain, that it 
/topped there, and net a Weird more find of it. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

A Fortnight afterwards there came an Order from 
Court, which fuppreffed the /event h Part, 1 bad given to 
he examined V all my Remonflrances were in vain, the 
Book was abfolutely fuppreffed. I was a long Time he* 
fore I unravelled this JurpriRng Adventure, hut at laft I 
compaffed it : See page 341. 

The Maiqucfs, relating his Journey to Lor rain, tells 
Ins Mifirefi, that in the Affairs of Life, the firft Step is 
a/I; • Tbo % Melancholy, arifing from your Ahfence, hung 
upon me, yet I bad a Relijh for Company ; hut, what 
. cbiefy drew me frequently to on/ particular Houfe was 
the near Refemblance which the Countefs de Charee'j 
elded Daughter has of you, in every thing except her 
Temper and her Height ; me thought I Jaw you when* 
ever I was in her Company* And this Difference of 
Temper is the Grounds of the Accufation and Suppreffion% 
To give it an Air of Probability, this is the Way they 
argue : The Country Maid is reprefinted under an ac- 
comflijbed CharaHer all thro" the Work j /peaking of 
Mtfs Charee, ^tisfaid, fie reftmbled Jenny in every Re- 
fpeS except her Temper, which was therefore bad: A 
pleafant Confeauence I Jenny is cbearful, Mtfs Charee 
melancholy, there *s my Anfwer. Was ever Man taxed 
with Malevolence, for faying that an amiable P erf on was 
melancholy, or ckearful? The fford Temper is a Sub* 
ftaative, and vague, and determines not the Idea annexed 
to it, without tfjt Relatives joined thereto* We fay Mifs 
fucb a one is ill tempered, or good temper t this is eafify 
under Hood. The Word Temper implies the Humour, the 
DifiofitienS) and leaves no bad lmpreffion, when employ* 
ed, unlefs aaJecJives are added, which determine the 
Senfi, An ordinary Comprebenfion foffces for this. How 
could then this Paffage be afledged againft me, to prove 
me guilty of Malice, and to profecute me for it? How 
have they ff art her taxed me with Malevolences in all J 
have advanced of the Lorrain Ladies ? Let them be at ^ 
the Trouble of reading page 341, what the Marquefa 
there fays to the Country Maid of them ; after this Ex- 
amination, I amjtre the World tnuft render me the Juftice 
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that is duttonu, and hi afiom/b y d f at wtll as 1, to fee 
me Urficulod on Jktb frivolous Pretences. 

Let me explain myfilf however * 'tie not ili Qmrt 9 
war much Ufi the Pubhch, that art the Author* of this 
Perficutien ; em tie contrary 9 I am math beholding to 
them both. Afhr feme Month I difcevtri whom Jam 

SV to for the Strohts I have received. The tender 
fie in a Pnffngt betwixt the Marqnefs and the 
Coantry Maid, by what Meant I brongbt upon myfilf 
the Enmity of a Man who wot once my Friend* it up* 
.545, the anagramatieal Name oftbu Hero it St, Altt. 

Lorrtio (ball witntfi the Fads I report* and tin 
World Jball judge after reading this Ui&orj, and all tit 
PoUtmtfi and Partiality with which J mention this Na- 
tion* whether the Pretences employ* d for jupprefatg shot 
feventh Part, were fiundtd upon Ktajon and Equity* 
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PART VII. 


NEXT to my Bed-chamber, was a CMet a~ 
dorir'd with Panncls of Looking. Glafij eke 
Hangings, like thofe of the Apartment, were 
Crimfon DamaQc bordered with gold Fringe : Seve- 
ral Pidtures reprefenting Children playing together, 
and beautifql Landscapes, all placed with great 
Symmetry between the Glafles, had a charming Ef- 
fect; but what pleafed me moft, was a Book-Cafe 
at the farther End, containing great Choice of new 
Mnfick Books. 

My Toilette was placed in the Wardrobe I men* 
tkraed before ; it contained every thing that regards 
Drefs : The Boxes were filled with Bracelets, Gloves, 
and modern Trinkets in an elegant Taftc. What- 
ever Inclination I had to examine every thing in 
particular, the Fear of being interrupted, not hav- 
ing foJficiewt Time to go thro* the whole, obliged 
me to content myfelf with a tranfient View of fo 
many bewitching Objeds. 

I was not a little furprized, in opening the Che (If, 
at the great Abundance of Linen and other things. 
What was defign*d for my wearing, appeared ex- 
ceeding fine : But a compleat Service of Plate, which 
I found by itfelf, I muft needs own, quite charmed 
me. 

• Another Cheft farnifhed a Set of China of the 
fined Sort; in the the Partitions was contained every 
tiling belonging to the Table. ' 
: After running over all thefe things, t returned to 
my Chamber. X was curious to know the Contents 
«r a large Commode with a Marble Cover, which 

was 
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was no fmall Ornament to the Room. < The firft 
Drawer was filled with Mercers Goods, for making 
Gowns proper for the feveral Seafons of the Year \ 
nothing was forgot even of the moll trifling Na- 
tare. This Detail may very well be thought tedi- 
ous, yet it's really neceflary in order to give a juft 
Idea of my new Admirer. Self-Love poffibly finds 
it's Account here, but that is a Subject I am not 
very willing to difcufs ; fuch an obliging Attention 
mull neceflarily make a very engaging Impreffion on 
the Mind of a young Creature. Not to own I was 
very much afFc&ed with this generous Behaviour, 
would be making too free with Sincerity; and as 
Experience convined me that his Conduit was not 
in the lead influenced by any criminal Views, I was - 
the more fenfibie of the Obligations conferred oil 
me 

The little Reft my Affairs had allowed in the fore- 
going Nights, opprefs'd me to that Degree, that not- 
withstanding my Eager nefs to continue the Scrutiny, 
I was obliged to defffl ; Sleep overpowered me, and 
I threw myfelf into Bed. There my Soul, perfect- 
ly fatisfied with my prefent Situation, and void of 
Care for what was to come, entertained none but 
the moil agreeable Ideas, followed by fo profound 
a Repofe, that I did not wake till the Day was far 
fpent. 

It was near Sun-fet, when the Noife of the 
Coaches obliged me to rife ; 1 immediately recol- 
lected that I had fattened my Chamber Door, upon 
which I went and drew back the Bolts : This was 
no fooner done, but my Waiting-Woman entered. 
Lord! Madam (faid (he in a wheedling Tone) 
you are- certainly very timorous, to barricade ycur- 
felf thus in broad Day-Light. I have been feveral 
Times at the Door to know if ybu wanted me ; 
but the Rear of difturbing you, made me wait till 
now.* This was anfwer'd with great Indifference 
on my Side. Her Countenance did not pleafe me ; 

fuck 
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fiich Antipathies are many times involuntary, and 
from my Childhood I was liable to Prepoflcflions of 
this Nature, tho' they are often groundlefs, and al- 
ways argue a Weaknefs in our Undemanding. We 
ought to guard againft fuch Follies, as there are ma-, 
ny who by an unfortunate Caft in their Afpedt pro*, 
mile nothing commendable, and yet their real 
Worth greatly furpaffes that of others whofe Coun- 
tenances are very taking at firft Sight. Every Day's 
Experience juftifies this Remark, tho 9 very few cor- 
red the Failing. 

Brochan having opened the Windows, I plac*d 
myfelf at one of them. The Evening was delight- 
fully pleafant, and abundance of People were taking 
the Air. Such a Sight was altogether unufual to me, 
it's great Variety affording an agreeable Amufement. 
I was charm'd with the Neatnefs and Elegance of 
the Womens Dreffes ; I examin'd them with great 
Attention, and fuch as pleas 'd me mod, drew my 
Eyes after them as far as I could poffibly diftinguifh 
one Object from another. This fo entirely took up 
my Thoughts, that every thing elfe was banilh'd 
my Breaft. 

Women mad own with me, that our ftrongeft 
Propensity is to examine each other ; this is gene- 
rally attended either with Jealoufy or Envy, as we 
can feldom prevail on ourfelves to do one another 
Juftice ; a wretched Difyofition, which feems infe- 
parable from the Sex. As much as I have at this 
Day got the better of little Follies, if I deal in- 
genuously, I mufl acknowledge myfelf Hill fubjedt 
to fuch mean Impreflions. If ever I Should pubiifli 
the Sequel of my Adventures, as perhaps I may, 
I propofe to treat of this Matter more at large, and 
prove by Examples how careful we ought to be in 
forming a Judgment on outward Appearance : Fa- 
tal Experience has convinced me of this. I am 
now very cautious, it's true, and endeavour to cor. 
reel fo great a Weaknefs; neverthclefs, it often 
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happens that Cuftom, that feamd Nature, prevail* 
over Reafon. 

Whilft I was deeply engaged in examining every 
one that pafs'd by, fomebody clafp'd me faft in 
their Arms, without my perceiving who it was, took 
that Liberty with me. . My Colour came, and I 
torn'd about very nattily, struggling to free myfelf 
from fuch an unexpected Embrace. ' It would be 

* no eafy Matter to furprize you (faid Madame de 
General laughing) ' you are fo much upon your 
4 Guard, and are fo ilrong, there would be nothing 
4 got by romping with you.' Upon my afeing her 
Pardon with a Smile, for being fo rough in difen- 
gaging myfelf ; ' I'll pardon you this once, (replied 
the in a jetting Way.) * but another time I (hall not 
4 be fo eafily prevailed upon,; and even now, it fhall 

* only be on this Condition, that you do us the Ho* 
4 now of fupping with us. 9 This Invitation was ac- 
companied with fo polite an Air, that I could not 
refute it, after which we placed ourfelves at the 
Window, and began to criticife thofe that pafs'd 
by. 

Madame de Geneva! had a particular Talent for 
this dangesous Pleafure ; Drefs, Figure, Counte- 
nance, nothing efcaped her. The Women feldom 
found mercy at her Hands ; thofe who were hand- 
fame rarely efcap'd the moil fatirical Strokes ; the 
Men came better off, that is, fuch as were above 
the ordinary Rate, for the others were excluded all 
Favour. 

* What do you think of her (cried Madame da 
Geneva/) ' that comes this Way with that flaunting; 

* Gate, and falfe Air of Beauty, that deceives at a 
'• Diftance? Don't be miftaken, her fine Complexion 
4 is only borrowed from the Mytteries of the Toilette, 

* as her Carriage is from the Information of a mnch- 
' consulted Looking -Glafs ; for all her Affcda* 

* tion, (he is very plain, as you will own when yoa 
< fee her nearer. I'll lay a Wager, added ihe, that 

• yoa 
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yon would not fufpeft her Hair, trick'd up as it 
it with Ribbands, was" none of her own ; and yet 
fhe is as bald as a Coot, and has recourfe to Art for 
fupplying the Deficiency of Nature. Speak the 
Troth, would not you guefs, by .her Attendants 
andDrefs, that her Hufband belonged at leaft to 
the Exchequer ? Far from it, he is Cook to the 
Prince of ■■ Tho* her Mother fold Fruit, her 

Vanity aim'd at his Steward ; but fhe is very well 
off in marrying his Cook, who mull cheat his Maf- 
ter to maintain her Extravagance : And yet, in 
return for his too great Indulgence, has never a 
quiet Moment; they fay, his Heart is broke $ 
but it's all to no Parpofe, fhe goes on her old Way. 
• " Pray behold that other. Woman that is com* 
ing oat of the great Gates ; by her Behaviour and 
the Airs fixe gives herfelf, would you imagine her 
to be five and twenty ? and yet fte is turn'd of 
fifty ; but in order to impofe on thofe who don't 
know her Age, (he tells them with an affe&ed Air 
of Sincerity, that (he drefles in Brown, becaufe it 
is her favourite Colour and fuits any Age : But the 
bed of the Jell is, that fhe cannot prevail on her- 
felf to marry a Man who has long made his Ad- 
dreifes, for fear, fhe fays of dying in Childbed. 9 
Skying this, Madame dt Geneva! burft into fuch a 
hearty Fit of Laughter, that I could not forbear 
jbining with her, though 1 knew not whv. 

We had fpent near an Hour in this Kind of A* 
mofement, when a Flouriih on the Kettle- Drums, 
and a Hurry in the Street, made me enquire what 
could be the Occafion. ' The King is returning from 
♦ Hunting, (replied Madam* de Genrvai,) « we fhall 
« fee him pafs by/ My Heart began to flutter at 
this, as I immediately recollected the firft Time of my 
feeing his Majefty, and the Confequences his Pre- 
fence had drawn after it. Tho" I was now grown 
up to Years of Difcretios, and had already fatisfied 
my Coriofity, I found the fame eager Defire of 
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feeing the King feize my Soil, as in the Foreft. 
It's true, I conceaPd my Earnettnefs. Vanity, which 
always grows upon us, made me imagine I (hould 
want no Afliftance to diftrngurfh the King from the 
reft : Perfuaded of this, I fixed mv Eyes on that Side 
the K-ng was expe&ed, and gave very little Atten- 
tion to the Criticifms Madame de Geneva!, with her 
ufual Charity, pafs'd upon every one that came in 
her way. 

My Impatience did not remain long unfatisfied ; 
the Hunt return'd, and, contrary to what was ufual, 
moved very flowly. Day-light was not quite gone, 
and I congratulated with myfelf on the Opportunity 
I was going to have of considering the King's Perfon 
very attentively 3 but the falfe Shame of informing 
myfelf which was the King, difappointed my Hopes, 
furrounded as he was by the Courtiers. By good 
Luck, his Majefty dropped fomcthing out of his 
Hand, otherwise he would have pafs'd by undiiUn* 
guiih'd j but the Eagernefs every one exprefs'd to 
take up his Glove and return it, fufficiently pointed 
him out, and I had the Satisfaction I fo much de* 
fired. 

My Admiration of this charming Prince was fo 
great, that I could not forbear obferving to Madam* 
de Geneva/ the Graceful nefs of his Perfon $ but fhe 
fcarce made any Anfwer to what I faid on the Snb- 
jc& : Her Eyes were fixed on a Nobleman, with 
whom (he feem'd to be entirely charmed, and was 
no lefs follicitous to make me fenfible of his perfcnal 
Accomplishments, than I was in remarking thofe of 
the young Monarch. But the bell of it was, we 
mutually applauded each other's Remarks, faUljr 
imagining they regarded one apd the fame Object. 

In the mean Time, the Court was directly under 
our Windows ; I was fo taken up with the Sight, 
that I quite forgot I was in a very plain Undrefs. 
Madame de Geffevat was full drefs'd, and, either thro' 
Malice or Inadvertency, did not give me the Hints 
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thus was I unwittingly expos'd to the curious Eyes 
of the Company, for my own little Vanity would 
never have reliuYd the Negligence of my Defbabilk. 
I think, I have effewhere mention'd how much 
I foffer'd on fuch [Occafions, and indeed do to thia 
Day. 

' Good God' (cried Madam de Geneval, with a 
niyfterioas Air, bat fach as betray'd how well (he 
was fatisfied with her own dear Sd() * thefe Men 

* are turned Fools furely ! One can't be at a Win- 

• daw, but they flare one thorough I See, Madam, 

* I beg, how they eye us! 1 In effect, they all to a 
Angle Man look'd up to our Window as they parted 
by. " Indeed, Madam (replied I) you make me 
" obferve what would not have furpriz'd me, had 
•• we been the only Women that look'd out of Win- 
° dow in the Street; but, methinks, the whole 
" Court feems intirely taken up with daring at us." 

* Oh f (replied Madame de General) * what you fay 

• does not all furprize me; I am fo well known , 
9 fo very well known, my pretty Lady, that you 

• muft not wonder at what you fee: You don't know 

• that the King himfelf is pleafed often to favour 

• me with a Look ; not chat I would have you to 

* think (continued the vain thing, putting on an 
Air of Modefty) ' that I attribute this to any thing, 
r very flattering in myfelf; my Hu/band goes tvery 

♦ Day to Court, and as he is upon very good Terms 

# there, it's no Wonder if fome Notice is taken of 
« me. ■ ■■■Did not I tell you fo ? (added Madame 
de Geneval, Handing up) * fee, the King does us the 
Honour to look at us/ He certainly « -remembers 
' my Face. For Heaven's Sake, Madam, let 
' us retire (continued (he in a childifli affedod Tone) 

* I can ftand it no longer. 

A Nobleman, who was oppofite to the Window, 
tingled me out with his Hat to thofe that were near 
him ; " Own, Gentlemen (faid he) that young Lady 
" to be exceeding handfome, and that DtJhabiUe 
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" you fee her in, far furpafles all the Arts of Drefir" 
This was no fooner fpoke, hot every one ey'd me 
with frelh Attention, and bowed to us one after a- 
nother. The King being direttly oppofite to our 
Window, look'd up a fecond Time, and took of hit 
Hat: I blufhed prodigioufly, and. imagining I ought 
to return the Compliment, made an exceeding low 
Courtefy; ' Lord, Madam, what are you doing? 
(cried Madami de Geneva! loud enough to be over- 
heard) * no-body falutes the King; you'll make us 
' be taken for meer Country Creatures. 9 The King 
and whole Court fell a Langhing at this ill tim'd 
Reprimand. Whether this was owing to her man- 
ner of Expreffing herfelf, or my Simplicity, I can't 
determine; this I know very well, the hafty Re* 
proach ftruck me all of a Heap. I mould have re- 
mained in this Condition for a coniiderable Time, 
had not Madame de Geneva!, in order to ingratiate 
herMf with me, and fhow her Knowledge of the 
Court, given me the Names and Hiftary of part of 
his Majefty's Retinae, tho' heard with great Indif- 
ferency on my Side : I had not forgot the little Mor- 
tiScation I fancied (he had drawn upon me, and 
Self. Love made my Refentment appear very juftt- 
fiable. 

My vain cajoling Landlady, imagining ray Si* 
lence proceeded from the Relifh I had for her Con- 
vention, continued {the Subjett for forne Time, 
fparing no body that came in her Way: When 
breaking erT on a fudden, fhe propofed going down 
to her Apartment, Supper- time - 9 as (he faid, drawing 
near. I replied, that " it would be proper for me to 
" put on fome Head- Cloaths, (iace me would not 
" allow me to drefs." i Oh ! by no means (cried Mad. 
de Geneva! J * you are killingly handfome in the Drefs 
' you are in ; neither am I the only One who thinks 

• Co, as you have juft now heard : We (hall have 

* frequent Opportunities of feeing you drefs 'd, for 
« this once let us enjoy you in your native Char mi/ 

Thia 
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This Compliment was anfwered in a proper Manner 
on my Side, not targeting her Beauty, with which 
fhe feem'd mightily taken; as indeed this was truly 
her weak Side. ' It's very juftly faid (cried me, 
begging Pardon for the Freedom of taking me in 
her Arms) ' that Women of Quality are always 

* diftiuguilhable by their ''Behaviour : I have ever 
4 been fond of their Company, as their Converfati- 

* on is fo very inftru&ing'. What don't Prejudice 
effedi ! As long as fhe took me for the Count* fs dee 
Roches, this was always her Stile; but, the Moment 
fhe difcover'd the Truth, fhe protefted to one, who 
gave me an Account of it, that * (he all along took 

* me for a Counterfeit; that, notwith (landing the 
4 Airs I was pleafed to give myfelf, fhe faw thro 9 

* the Artifice, and every Day difcover'd fbmething 
' that betrayed my mean Birth.' So much for Pre- 
jadice. 

Akho' I was very much prefs'd to go down un- 
drefs'd as I was, I fhould never have confented, had 
not Monfieur de G^^vaHurprized us in the Debate : 
he accofted us in a genteel Manner, and paid his 
Compliments gracefully enough. He had fgrnething 
of the Fop in him, his Voice trifling, and much 
upon the Familiar: As Superintend ant to the Dukt 
o f he imagined himfelf Company ffor any 

One; handfome, tall, and well made, always in the v 
Pink of the Mode, and very full of himfelf; a ready 
Wit, and fo happy in his little Sallies, that the 
Spleen was entirely bammed where ever he came, 
and made his Converfation much coveted. The 
viciout Part of any one's Char after is much eafier 
attained, that what is valuable in it, his fatirical 
Vein Madame de General had acquired, and |was very 
ready at biting Expreffions; but then, fhe wanted 
the fine Turn of Wit in applying' them, of which 
he was a perfcdt M after; infomuch that he would 
frequently lam People to their Faces with (o much 
Art, adapting his Voice and Exprcffion fo juftly, 

that 
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that every one prefent, except the Perfoa concern^ 
immediately difcovered who was aim'd at; nay, it 
often happened that the Objeft of his Raillery was 
the moil diverted of the whole Company. Let any 
one judge if fuch Talents were not efteem'd in an 
Age fo favourable to" fatirical Reflections, that all 
Charity for oar Neighbour is exploded as a thing, 
quite out of Date. 

Our Sapper was perfeftly neat and elegant, 
Mottfienr de Geneva! acquitted himfelf exceedingly 
well in doing the Honours of his Houfe. We were 
five at Table, without reckoning a Boy of feven 
Years old, fo vtry ill bred, that he feiaM every 
thing he could lay his Hands on, daubed the Table- 
Cloth, and fpoil'd the Clothes of thofe (who had 
the Misfortune to be near him - r and all this with- 
out his Father's being allowed to reprimand him. A s 
he was very pretty, and,, by way of Compliment, 
faid to be like his Mother, (he thought upon this 
Account he could not be too much indulged, and 
confequently fpoil'd him to fuch a Degree, that he 
was ready to fling things at any one's Head, that 
prefumed to find fault with him. 

A Relation of Monfieur de General t about fifty 
Years of Age, made the third Woman in the Com* 
pany ; her Humour teemed gay and airy; (he amuf- 
ed us with abundance of Pleafantry, accompanied 
with fo much Wit, as threw a Veil over her Age, 
and the malicious Tarns Die frequently gave to 
Things. She was not all ef a Piece; her Folly 
betray 'd itfelf in giving us to underftand, that in her 
younger Days the flood unrival'd m Point of Beau- 
ty ; then her Difcourfe run upon the Extravagancies 
Princes and Noblemen had committed in making; 
their Addre&s to her; there was naend of this Sub- 
je&j and if any one took a Fancy to contradift her, 
as it fometimes happen 'd, the Scene was changed in 
an lnitantj from Affable and Polite, ihe became 
downright Scurrilous. 
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A Gentleman belonging to the Houfhold, about 
Thirty, was the very Oppofite to the Perfon. jaft 
mentioned ; Taciturnity, Gloom, and Difdain were 
ftrongly imprinted on his Countenance. He never 
was Known to approve of any thing in all his Life ; 
and before you uttered a fmgle Syllable, yon might 
depend upon being contradicted by him : But was 
his favourite Tranfftion, and No his darling Par- 
ticle. 

Notwithftanding this Difference of Characters, I 
foon perceiv'd that the Company was agreed upon 
making me talk, with a Defign to learn fome Ac* 
count of my Affairs; but Monfitur Saint Fal t who 
had a good deal of ForeJight, gave me my Leflbn 
in Writing: my Story was framed, digefted, and 
got by Heart; I came off very well, notwithftanding 
their Attacks, and' this chiefly by the concife An- 
fwers I gave. The only Secret for baffling Curiofity* 
is to fay little ; there is no Hazard in being cautious; 
whereas giving a Loofe to the Tongue overburdens 
the Memory, and endangers the contradicting one's 
felf: A tickiim Situation, to which Perfons ought 
never to expofe themfelves, who have Reafons not 
to be publickly known. 

The Defert had not been long ferved up, when 
a Footman came and whifpered fomething to Ma- 
dam at General: (he immediately tum'd towards 
me, and told me in my Ear, that a Nobleman 
enquired for me. Imagining it muff be St. Fal, who 
was come with fome News I ordered the Footman 
to conduct him to my Apartment, and was pre- 
paring to go and receive him. The Servant hear* 
ing me name that Nobleman, allured me it was 
not him, but that he guefs'd by his Livery, it muft 
be the Duke of——. The Name furpriz'd me, 
and Msnfieur dt Geneva/ perceiving it, aflced me if I 
had any Reafon for not receiving the Vfflt, for in 
that Cafe it was only faying, that I did not fup at 
Home : My Anfwer was, that I did not defire to be 

feen* 
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fcen, as the Perfon was an utter Stranger, and I did 
not apprehend what his Buiinefs could be. Madam* 
dt Gemval rofe from Table at this, bidding me make 
myfeif very eafy, for (he would fpeak to the Duke) 
herfelf; adding with a my fterious Air, that ihe part- 
ly guefs'd his Errant. Saying this, fhe left the 
Room, making me fcveral Signs which I did not 
comprehend. 

I expecled her Return with great Impatience, won* 
dering what could detain her fo long. The Dread 
I ha^ of the old Marpttfi, brought him continually 
to my Mind, whenever troobkfome Accidents gave 
me any Unearniefs. 

Monfitur dt Geneva! perceiving me much difquiet- 
ed, endeavoured to make me fhare in the Mirth of 
the Company : Complaifance obliged me to feign an 
Attention to what pafs'd. What an irkfome Talk it 
Uy to counterfeit a Satisfaction, when the Mind 
labours under Perplexity ! 

After half an Hour's Stay, Modem* de G***v*f 
tttnrn'd laughing very heartily. * Did 1 not teU 

* you (faid (he, peaking to me) ^ that we were ex* 

* amined very narrowly when at the Window? 

* Without Vanity, our Chains make fome Notie in 

* the World ' " Who donbts that? (relied the 
Huiband) " all the Court envies my Happsaefs in 
•' pofieffing (o lovely a Creature as Mad dk G*t#W." 

* None of your Jells (continued (he half angry, at hta 
ironical Tone) ' I conld give very convincing Proefe 
« of the Truth of what you fay: But that is ant 

* the Buiinefs at prefent. It's very certain I have 

* had a thoufand foft Things faid to ate juft now 
4 by a very gallant Spark; it's true, I was not alto- 

* gether imposed on, knowing very well (continued 
Madams di Geneva! pointing Ally to me) ' the Coun- 
' tefs has the beft Title to the Courtftiip, tho' ad- 

* drefs'd to me.' " Meaning me, Madam ? (replied I 
very gravely) " How can f be any ways concerned I 
« I am but juft arrived from the other End of the 

" Kingdbsu 
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<f Kingdom ; have no Acquaintance—-— * Alas ! 
that's no Reafon, replied Monficur dt Gemval very 
earnellly ; ' there are a thoufand for your engaging 

* their Adoration. ' 1 could not forbear failing at 
the Manner in which I was addrefs'd The Wife, 
thinking perhaps this was carrying things too far, 
and like many other Women, was piqued to hear 
another extolL'd, or might be naturally a little jea- 
lous, corrected the Traniport her Hufband had been 
guilty of, by faying, * that if I had not really been 
' fo very handfome, Noveky was of great Service 

* in this Country ; neverthelefs, it muft be fupport- 

* ed by fomething more lading than Beauty 1 
' that the Vogue drew Admirers for a while, but 

* when that was over, the Objett was as eafily neg- 

* leded, as it had been eagerly purfued.' The Gen- 
tleman of the Houlhold oppofed this Maxim, af- 
ferting, that what was once truly amiable, was al- 
ways fo. Madame de General, who had her Reafons 
for maintaining" what (he had advanced, brought a 
recent Example in favour of her own Opinion : 

* You all faw (faid ihe, addreifing her Diftourfe to 
her Hulhand's Kinfwoman) * the famous Ljonnoift % 

fo much talk'd of about two Years ago at Parui 
ihe was as fair as Alabafter, had fine Features, a 
good Shape and an Air of Grandeur ; notwiths- 
tanding all this, I could find nothing very ex- 
traordinary in her; ihe no fooner appeared in Pub- 
lick,/ but was followed by all the World. I hap- 
pened to be one Day at the Thmilleries, when the 
Lyonntajk was walking there; as the great Alley 
perfectly fwarm'd, I enquired of one I met, what 
could occafion foch a Crowd? Good God \ Ma* 
dam, where do you come from (replied the Perfon) 
not to know that the beautiful Lymnoife is come to 
Pant j t and is now actually walking in the Thuille- 
rus t I ftirBgg'd up my Shoulders at fuch a prepof- 
tero4» Aniwer, and xefolved to fee with my own 
Eyes on what k was grounded : I made my Way 

« thro 
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« thro' the Crowd, and at laft got a Sight of this ft 
« much extolled Beauty. Whether thro* Prejudice, 

< not being according to my Tafte, or not To hand- 

* fome as they pretended, fhe did not pleafe me at all. 
« I pitied the Stupidity of the Publick, which often 

* is lavifh of it's Praifea on Obje&s that, upon a 

< nearer View, are fcarce tolerable : It's true, tooner 
4 or later, the Prejudice is laid a fide, as it happened 

* in the Cafe of this very Lyonnoife* 

' Some Weeks after this, I was at the Tbuitleries .• 

* I met her again, but (he was fcarce taken Notice 
' of : Neverthelefs, fhe was exactly the fame ; and, 

* as the Inconftancy of Mode never affects me, me- 
4 thought fhe was even handfomer than at fir ft.* 
" No wonder (replied the Kinfwoman very flily) 
«« you lik'd her the better, becaufe nobody admir'd 
«' her; and confequently Envy had nothing to work 
" on. Put the Cafe (he had once more become a 
" reigning Toaft, and you had feen her furrounded 
M with a Crowd of Admirers, (he Would have ap- 
u pear'd as plain as at fir ft : The thing fpeaks itfelf." 

Madame de General frown'd a little at this cutting 
Remark : From one of her Char after, a fharp Re- 
ply might have been expected, but fhe had her Rea- 
fons for being moderate : Intereft, which always 
rules, and to which (he was an abfolute Slave, pre- 
vailed on her to ft i fie her Refentment ; to do it with 
a better Grace fhe went on thus. 

* The Lyonmife t nettled at the Injuftice (he met 
' with at Paris, came to fhow herfelr at Court ; her 
' Charms had a Run, but foon met the fame Pate 
' as before; fhe difappear'd on a fudden, and I have 
' fince been informed, is gone for England in fearch 
4 of new Admirers. 

I prefently difcover'd the malicious Drift of this 
Story, and the Application Madame de General was 
willing fhould be made of it ; from whence I con- 
cluded, that her Character and mine would not long 
fympathize, 

This 
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This Difcourfe ran again upon the Duke's Vifit, 
which Madame de Geneva?* Reflections had inter- 
rupted : She told us, ' that all fhe could gather from 
what he faid, was, that in returning from hunt- 
ing, the Sight of a young Lady had made fuch 
an Impreffion on him, that he came to enquire 
after her, and in cafe (he had any Affairs depend* 
ing at Court, to offer his Servive. 
Madame de General added, that * all this was 
exprefs'd in fo polite a Manner, that though (he 
was prepared to anfwer this gallant Preamble, 
which doubtlefs was aim'd at me, as it deferved, 
yet fhe could not avoid replying with a great deal 
of Refpedt, and letting him know who I really 
- was ; the Duke upon hearing my Name, allured 
her he was well acquainted with my Family, for 
which he had a great Value, and would have the 
Honour of being introduced at a more feafonable 
Opportunity.' 

' I apprehended from the Confufion in which this 
. Nobleman retired (continued my Landlady) that 
-without doubt he took the Count efi for. one who 
had her Fortune to make, and that he need only 
come, to be well received; a fooliih Prefumption 
Men are often guilty of, who think, that in vifit- 
; ing a Woman they do her an Honour. This Va- 
nity mud either be grounded on the Figure they 
make, or the Confidence they have of our Weak- 
nefs. As for my Part, who am often expos'd to 
the Intrigues of thefe Gentlemen, I ufe them with 
a great deal of Freedom, ridicule their ferious 
Faces, amufe my{tlf 9 and laugh at them ; this I 
take to be the Method. 1 " Not fo very commen- 
4 dable (replied the Hufband fomething malicioufly) 
' as you may perhaps imagine; under the Pre- 
' text of IndifFerency, the Gallants are retained 
' and liftened to without Sufpicion. Their Follies 
' amufe me, you'll fay ? No Doubt of it ; and 
< that is juft what they look for; to have Admit-' 
Vol. I. N q . 9. E c « tance 
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" tance into certain Houfes, is all they can hope Jbr 
•« at fir$; taking up your Time agreeably and amuf- 
«« ing you, Ladies, is their fecond Step; but what 
" lucky Fellows, if you do them the Honour to fmile 
" on their Endeavours I" « Lord, (cried Madame de 
Geneva! interrupted him) ' it would hate been a 

* Wonder indeed, if you had not contradicted me ; 

* it's mighty becoming a Huiband, who fancies his 

* Honour is at State, if he does not thwart his Wife 
' on every Occafion ' '< Not in theleaft (replied the 
Gentleman of the Hou&oid ;) " yon are Sung for 
« want of underftanding him : Your Spoufe is far 
" from being of a different Opinion on this Point; 
•• does not his Conduit give you daily Proofs of 
*' it r Can you imagine, that if he were really feri- 
" ousin what he fays, he would allow you fuch an 
" unbounded Liberty ?" * A Continuation of your 
'< long Silence, Sir, (replied Madame de Geneva/ 
very marply.) ' would have been much more accepta- 
< ble, than the Part you are pleafed to take in the 
' Conversion.' The Gentleman, not the beft bred 
Perfon in the World, took her up as fmartly on hii 
Side ; and like many others, who when they have 
got footing in the Heufe, take upon them to con- 
troul at large, indulged a malicious Pleafure in main- 
taining the Argument with equal Vehemence. The 
Miftreis of the Houfe exceedingly haughty, appre- 
hending poflibly the Confeqaencee of fuch a Diipute, 
and provoked betides at the little Ceremony with 
which ihe was treated, and her Hu (band's not fi- 
lencing her Opponent, addrefs'd herfelf to him 
with bitter Reproaches for want of Tendernefs in 
her Regard ; declaring that * for the Future fhe 

* fhould take proper Methods, and the Moment 

* certain Countenances appear'd'— — — Being ap- 

S-ehenftvt from the Sharpnefs of the Gentleman's 
eply, chat the Conversation was growing ftill 
warmer, I thought it high Time tQ retire. Madame 
de Genemol was too much taken up in retorting the 

(arcaoical 
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farcafticBl Replies of the Gentleman and her Huf- 
band, to perceive I was gone. Bat Monfitwr de Gt- 
n$val, more attentive to what pafs'd, left his Friend 
to purfue or drop the Argument, and came after 
me to prefent his Hand, making an Apology for 
the Scene, of which I had been a Spectator. " She 
11 is very filly (faid he, fpeaking of his Wife) a 
" Trifle difcompofes her, and makes her exccoti- 
" ous : I overlook it all, as (he is with Child * when 
" fhe is fo, her Humour is unaccountable* but, 
u in Consideration of her Condition, fome Com* 
•« plaifance muft be (hewn." 1 commended Mm- 
*' JUur dt Gtnwal for his Moderation, but blamed 
him at the fame Time for /offering the Gentleman 
to divert himielf in provoking his Wife. To this 
he replied, " that he was an old Frienif, 
" whofe Chara&eriftick was, never to yield in a 
" Difputc ; that he was fo well known for it* that 
" nobody ever refented his Obftinacy." Upon 
this jie told me an odd Story : This very Gentle- 
man was deeply in Love with a young Lady* who 
on every Account was a rcry proper Match for him, 
and the Affair on the Point of being concluded: 
It happened very luckily, that he invited hi* future 
Father-in-law, after figning the Writings, to Sup- 
per } the Converfation turning upon the Ceremo- 
nies obferved at the Marriage of the Ancients, the 
old Gentleman and his future Son in- Law, neither 
of whom wanted Wit or Learning, enliven'd the 
Difcourfe with many interefting Paflages and curi- 
ous Citations ; but the Spirit of Contradi&ion, the 
predominant Paflion in GtntwaPi Friend, foon made 
the old Gentleman lofe all Patience; it's true, he 
yielded for fome Time, apprehending his Memory 
might fail him, till the Son-in Law, who had 
been bred a Scholar, falling upon a Point in DivU 
nity, which the old Gentleman happened perfectly 
to recoiled, he maintained his Ground ; the young 
one contradicted him; the other poffitive that he 

D e 2 was 
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was right, run home to his Library, brought the 
Book, and imagined he had carried his Point , but 
Che Son- in -Law difclaim'd both the Author and the 
Edition. This obftinancy provok'd the young Lady's 
Father fo much, that he retired without any Ce- 
remony : Upon this, their Friends tnterpofed, and 
endeavoured to make up the Breach ; the old Gen- 
tleman* the moft reafonable of the two, was not 
averfe to an Accommodation, and only infilled 
that his future Son in- Law fhould acknowledge him-' 
(*1S to have been miftaken; but GenevaT* Friend 
chofe rather to lofe a very advantageous Match, 
than purchafe it at fo dear a Hate. 

This whimfical Story amus'd me the' more, at 
having juft experienced, that the Hero of it was 
very well qualified to furniih many fuch Adven- 
tures. After lome Reflections on it, Gentval left 
me. I ordered the Servant to light him down, and 
then {hut myfelf into my Apartment, with a Brm 
Refolntion of avoiding, as mnch as poflible, fuch 
an odd Medley of Company. 

I was going to Bed, when I heard fonbe bodv 
knock at the Door ; curious to know what impor- 
tant Affair could occafion a Vifit at One in the 
Morning, I went to the Window ; in order not to 
be Teen, I bid the Maid carry the Candle* out of 
the Room :• I difcover'd a Footman holding a Flam- 
bean, by whofe glimmering Light I perceived a 
tall Man (landing at the Door, which was jaft o- 
pened : Upon liftening I heard him aflc the Maid 
if a young Lady did not lodge there, who arrived 
but that very Day : finding by the Anfwer, that he 
was not miiiaken, he enquired if (he was up and 
could be fpoke with The Maid, who had been 
prefent at Supper when her Miftrefs gave an Account 
of the Duke's Vifit, anfwer 'd the Stranger very 
roughly, that the Perfon he enquired after was not 
to be feen, efpecialJy by Night, and to tout the 
Door upon him. 

I thought 
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I thought it likewife Time to draw in*, left if I 
ibould be fcen, the Perfon might infill upon /peak- 
ing with me. 

I went to Bed without reflecting on this Accident, 
perfnaded as I was, that it had been occafion'd by 
the Vifit intended me at Sapper Time. 

It is with Tome Confuuon I own the profound 
Tranquillity, with which I flept till Ten in the 
Morning, as if I had not the lead Reafon to be uh- 
eafy. Such is giddy Youth, almoft void of Reflex- 
ion ! My waiting Woman came to acquaint me that 
a Mantua-maker and other Work- Women waited 
my riflng. I was inconsiderate enough to afe if fhe 
had fent for them ; (he anfwered with ibme Surprize, 
that I* had given her no inch Orders, but that the 
People faid, they came by my Appointment. This 
made me prefently imagine that Mcnfieur Saint Fal % 
with his ufual Fore fight, was the Contriver of this 
piece of Gallantry, f got up, was taken Meafure 
of for Stays and Gowns, without examining any 
farther, which I judged could be of no manner of 
Set vice, nor alter their Opinion of me, one Way or 
other. 

The Clock had ftruck One; I was fitting down to 
Table (for my Hoofe Affairs were as well regulated 
the hrft Day, as if I had been fettled ten Years) 
when M. de St. Fal fent in his Name He was 
richly drefs'd; I had not till then confidcr'd his 
Perfon with any Attention ; notwithftanding my Af- 
fections were prejudiced in favour of another, I 
could not be fo unjuft as not to. look upon him as % 
vtry accompli fh'd Perfon, His Addrefs was even 
more reipe&ful than ufual ; a nice Conduct to avoid 
reminding me how much I was beholden to him. 
Whilft my waiting Women was prefcnt, he cort- 
flantly employed the Word Madam, and only talk'd 
of general Things. I infilled x>n his fitting down to 
Dinner, which he complied with. As foon as we 
were ajone, he began by expreffing the Pleasure he 
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had io feeing me, and the Apprehenfion be was under, 
left time fliould hang heavy on ray Hand* in a ftrangc 
Place. Upon this I related to him all that had palled 
fince he left nte ^ I defcribed the Sapper, acquaint- 
ing him with the Duke's intended Vifit not omitting 
the Debate which enfued on that Occafion. I could 
not prevail upon myfelf to hide my Sufpicion of 
Madame de Geneva? % ill Temper. His Anfwer to 
this was, that the being obliged to provide a Lodging 
for me on a Aid den, prevented his taking a whole 
Houfe; that it was not yet too late; and while he 
was looking oat for one, he advifed me to avoid la 
Gttwuars Company as much as poffiWe. 

It was with the greateft Difficulty imaginable that 
I took the Count off this Subject v he did not xelifh 
the Duke's Vifit; the Stranger who enquired after/ 
me at Midnight gave him no fmall Uneafinefs; he 
took heart however when I gave my Word to avoid 
all Vifits and the Occasions of them, fo far even as 
not to amnfe myfe\f at the Window for the Future. 
St, /ai appeared as- much tranfported at this Promife, 
as if I had acquainted him with the molt agreeable 
Piece of News, he could have wifcVd to hear; he 
con&fs'd he did not dare afe fuch a Favour, left I 
mould look upon it as a Reftraint on my Liberty, 

Refuming his ufual Tranquillity, he 'came at laft 
to the Point which concerned me moll. I had already 
aflt'd feveral Times whether he had feen my Lover's 
Father, without receiving any Anfwer; bat now he 
gave me an Account of a fmart Conversation, where- 
of J was the Subjeclv * Would you believe (faid M. 
dt St. FaJ, that the old Marquefs could fcarce be 
perfuaded you had efcaped out of my Hands? 
He weald be informed of the Time, Place, and 
other Circumltances. In order to detect me, he 
fent for my Valet de CJbamlre, queftion'd him apart 
in his Clofet, to try. if we both agreed in the fame 
Story : In a Word, I never faw him in fuch a 
PaJfioa before i fcut all his Precautions gave me no 

J Uneajucij* 
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tJneafinefs, being prepared on all Hands, by giv- 
ing my Servant his Inftruftions, and being well 
allured he would not betray me. 
• At to my Uncle, though he threaten M to go 
himfelf to the Place, he has not as yet proceeded 
any farther in the Affair; his Anger is over, or at 
leaft he pretends a* much. He was very inquifi- 
tive as to your Beauty, Character, and every thing 
which regarded yon. I need not fay, I did you 
Julfice (continued the Count 1) ' on fuch a Subject 
conld any one have been referred ? The Defcrip- 
tion of your Perfon was called over feveral Times ; 
from whence I judged, he recollected what had 
pa(Ted in the Village, where he waited for his 
Horfes. The Confufion into which his firft Onfet 
threw me, made me forget what you had related 
concerning that Affair* and I gave him an exalt 
Likenefs of you. 

This Conformity fet him on thinking. •* If I 
am not mrftaken (cried he) there is no Room to 
wonder at my Son's Paffion for this Girl." * I 
pretended to be furprized at the Exclamation; 
but the old Marquefs, either becaufe he miftruffed 
me, or was unwilling to let me know hrs Senti- 
ments, changed the Difcourfe, and I retired ex- 
ceedingly pleafed with extricating myfelf fo well 
out of this tickltfh Affair. 
The Affurance St. F^/gave, that his Uncle's In- 
dignation feem'd appeas'd, made me fomething tsdy. 
Whatever Rea r on I have to believe that to be the 
Cafe (continued the Count) c I (hall be continually 
on my Guard; we have a fubtle crafty Politician 
to deal with, and left he modd impofc upon me* 
I (hall be very careful not to give him any Handle 
for iufpe&ing the Sincerity with which I have 
pretended to aft in this Affair. Upon this Account 
I never left him fince yefterday ; to-morrow he goea 
to Paris, and I fliall take the Opportunity of his 

* Abfence # 
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' Abfence, to fpend the Day, lovely Jemy, .witk 

* you, in order to fettle your little Affairs. 

The Word Settle reminded me of what this gene- 
rous Perfon had already done for me. " Good 
44 God! Sir (replied I) what will you think of me f 
" I am, as you may fee, in the greateft Confa/ian 
" imaginable for being fo backward in making my 
" Acknowledgements for your Favours, of which 
" I have a far greater Senfe than I can poffibly 
" exprefs." * Ah I Mademoifelle (cried St. Fai in- 
terrupting me) ' your bare remembring them is too 

* great a Return, I beg we may fay no more of fuch 

« Trifles' — — " I look upon them in far 

" different Light (replied I ;) but Hill fome melan- 
•* choly Reflections overpower my Gratitude, and 
" give me very cruel Alarms. 1 have already faid 
(continued I) " that all the Grandeur of .the World 
" fliall never draw me from the Rules I have pre- 
•' fcribed to myfelf; and if your Views " 

* tyo, once for all (replied St. Fal in the iincereft 
Manner) * my Word and Honour is your Security, 
4 the which, allure, yourfelf, I am not capable of 
4 violating ; and I confent to be look'd upon as the 
4 lail of Mankind, if ever any Behaviour of mine 

* contradicts this Protection I have the Honour of 

* making to you.' " On thefe Terms (replied I 
very much encouraged) "I (hall take a Pieafurc 
" in feeing yon, and abstracting from the Sentiments 
4t you have formerly expreffed, fo oppofite to thole 
" in my own fireaft, I fhould take a Pleafure in 
*' not hiding any thing from you." * Alas ^cried 
the Count with great Earneftnefs) « let that be no 

* Hindrance ; on the contrary, charming Jenny, fuch 
4 a Confidence would afford me the greateft Confo- 
4 lation; how happy lhould I be to poffefs it! The 

* EffedU of Love are as various as the Perfon* it 

* influences, and in me, widely different from what 
4 they are in others. I was always of Opinion, 
4 that to Love for one's own Sake merited no Return j 

• for 


The For lunate Country Maid. 321 

' for it*s properly Self- Love, where one's own Hap- 

' pinefs is the End purfued; as it is Self-Intcreif, 

« not that of the Object beloved, which is contorted. 

* The proof of a difinterefted Paffion, is, to pro- 

* mote the Happinefs of a Miitrefs, even in Oppofi- 

* tion to our ownDefires: Judge then, too lovely 

* Creature, what Kind of Paffion I entertain in your 
' Regard; it's your Satisfaction, it's your own Hap- 
' pinefs I fiudy. Yes, (continued the Count feizing 

* my Hands) « you (hall fee me drive as eagerly to 

* promote your Union with him you loVe, as if my 
«' own Happinefs immediately depended on it. It's 

* true, in lofmg you, I lofe all that's dear to me in 
' Life; but I mall have the Comfort of reflecting, 

* that in Point of Difmtereftedneft and Generality I 

* fiand unrival'd. 

Sentiments fo delicate, fo refined, and fo new to 
me, raifed an Admiration that Silence alone could 
exprefs. ' Ahf can you doubt my Sincerity ? (con- 
tinued the Count) < you make me no Anfwer. Will 
' you exclude me from the Confidence you mention- 
«' led, one of the Favours (alas!) « I can only ex- 

* beet? The Sentiments I have juft now exprefs'o?, 

* however commendable in the Theory, you perhaps 
' imagine impracticable. My Behaviour thus far 1 , 
' my Tate Protections, all betray fome fecret Views 1 . 

* Yes, fuch I have, too charming Creature; mail I 

* acknowledge them ? (continued St. Fa/ rifing up) 
' Will you be convinced of what I have faid, if I 

* pour out the fecret Motions of my Soul?' " Well 
u then (replied I terribly alarm'd) " what is it yosi 
" hope for? You ought to know me, and confe- 
" quently not to flatter yourfelf, that I mould ever*' 
— * Ah! Madmoifilk (cried St. Fat interrupting 
me) < hear what I have to fay* don't furpect that 
« under an apparent Probky, a Villain Iks hid: I 
' love you, I adore you, your Charms have van- 
< quiuYd me, and to preferve you, I would facrifice 
f Rank and Fortune a thoufand Times over; but 1 

« would 
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would owe this Happinefs to your own Choice, 
and not to any Importunity of mine* I am per* 
fuaded, that had not your Inclination , for my 
Coufin prevented me, I might one Day have been 
fo happy as to gain your Favour j but the Probity, 
on which I value myfelf, and my Angular Way of 
thinking, have rein'd in my Pamon, tho' not ex- 
tinguifti d my Hope: on this is regulated my pre 
font Conduct, and that which I (hall obferve tilt 
Fate will leave me no Poffibility of poifcffing 
you. Not that I wifh the Marqusft may change, 
and much left, that Death ihould ravilh him from 
you: knowing you as I do, and in the Sentiment* 
I profefs, it would be defiring your Unhappinef»» 
but the Events of Life are fo various, and fo 
continually fubjeft to change, that fuch a Thing 
may naturally Ihappe*: m either of thefe un- 
fortunate Cafes, may I not reafonably hope that 
you would one Day call to Mind the Purity of my 
Sentiments, the Services -I had done, or atleaft 
endeavoured to have done? and that then pro- 
fenting a Heart, which I may venture to fay 
would not have been disagreeable, had yo» not 
been prejudiced in favour of another, you would 
crown a PaJ&oa that never was infpir'd to be un- 
fortunate. 

The G*mt y * laft Words were utter'd with fo much 
Tendernefs, that I was greatly aieded. " You are 
u not miftaken (replied I with fome Emotion, and 
yielding one of my Hands, which St. Fat bathed 
with his Tears) " you are not miftaken in relying 
" on my Gratitude: I'll fay more; were not my 
" Affections already engaged, I know no one boc 

** yourfelf could fucceed in fixing them" 

' For the prefent this fumces (cried St. Fa/ throwing 
fcimfeif at my Feet) « I am lefs wretched % this Ac 
* knowledgemeat affords Relief, and tranfports me 
« H ow! charming Jtntty^ may X Batter 

« myfel f ■■ ■ ■■ . " Heavens I what do I hear? (cried 
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i Voice, from the Door, which was half 
open) " I am betray'd : Perfidious Creature! 
" I'll never fee thee more. 

The Sound of the Voice, the cruel Jpoftrofbe, the 
fudden difappearing of him that fpoke, the Pofture 
the Count was in when I was furprifed, all together, 
made me ftart up and fly to the Door. " AlasT I am 
" undone (cried I discovering the Marquefs as he made 
off)" This unexpected Apparition ftrack fuch a Ter- 
ror into me, that I molt have funk upon the Floor, 
had not aSttpba luckily received me. St. Fat % ,no lef$ 
furprifed than my felf, ran to my Affiftance. u Ah ! Sir 
(cried I) " leave me, and follow your Kinfman; he 
" believes me guilty and dctefts me, of all which 
u you are the Caufe— — O Heavens I I am quite 
41 fpent, I am in Defpair. 

St. Fat did not hefitate a Moment ; he ran down 
Stairs and prefently overtook the Marquefs. I would 
fain have got on my Peet to prevent a Quarrel, 
which their high Words gave me too much Reafon 
to apprehend, but the Agony I was in render'd it 
impracticable. My waiting. Woman came up in a 
violent Agitation ; lhe put the finiflung Hand to 
my Misfortunes, by acquainting me, that St. Fat 
and an Officer, as (he called the Marquefs, were 
gone oat difputing, and by the Fury vifibly in the 
Marquefs* & Countenance, ihe really believed a Duel 
would enfue. At this terrible News I exerted my- 
ielf, and nut to the Window to bring them back ; 
but, alas! they were fo far gone, that it would 
have been in rain to call after them. " Ah Hea- 
M vena I (cried I, not obferving I betray'd myfelf 
Jbefore a Servant I had no Reafon to confide in) 
h what will become of me, if I lofe all that is dear 
" to me in this Life I Go y \MadtmoifelIe (faid I to my 
Woman) " lofe hot a Moment ; run and endeavour 
" to bring them back." « God forbid! replied 
Broth** with an Air of Difdain) ' it would be very 
* jGne truly to fee young Women running after fuch 

1 Sparks. 
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* Sparks. If I had imagined I was hired to been- 

* gftged in thefe kind of Adventures, I would never 
•• nave darkened the Doors. 9 After this comfortable 
Harangue (he left the Room muttering to herfelf, but 
fo loud as to let me hear feveral mocking Expreffions. 

Let any one imagine the Condition I was in ; I 
knew not what to do ; ii I go after them, faid J to 
myfelf, to what Purpofe ? Put the Cafe, I reach 
them whilfi they are engaged, as they certainly 
are, ought not I to apprehend my Prefence will 
only ferve to redouble the Marquefis Fury, and 
haft en fome tragical Event? He thinks me perfidi- 
ous ; what Effed can my Prayers have on him \ 
Again, how (hall I belook'd upon here? I reflected, 
that though the prying Madmru de Geneva! mould 
happen not to be at Home when the Marqpefi and 
St. Fa/ went out, J mud expedfc that Prude Brocbam 
would not fail to inform her of all that had paifsM. 
What would not be the Confequence ? Women,, ef- 
pecially thofe of my Landlady's Character, (how no 
Mercy on fuch Occafions. In fine I knew not which, 
way to turn myfelf; fome times I rely'd on St. Fat's 
Prudence and fin cere Attachment to me ; then a- 
gain all Hope vaniih'd when I confidered him vigo- 
roufly attacked, as I had Reafon to think, and under 
an abfolute Neccffity of defending himfelf. I walk- 
ed about my Room in a violent Agitation, mufing 
on all thefe Particulars, when, to compleat my 
Misfortunes, la General > not with (landing her for- 
mer Politenefs, entered without the leaft Ceremo- 
ny, and afk'd very haitily the meaning of what (he 
had juft been informed of; adding (ome thing diy» 
ly, " (he would not for the World any untoward 
" Affair (hould happen, wherein her Name could 
" be brought in Que (lion ;" (he told me, " her 
" Houfe was not defign'd for fuch Purpofes, and 
" that (he took it heinoufly ill, that M. it St. Fat 
" fhould expofe her Houie to any fuch Inconveni- 
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To all this I anfwer'd not a Word ; I was fo 
confounded, that I could not devife the lead Pre- 
tence to give a favourable Turn to what 1 was re* 
proach'd with. La Geneva!, taking my Silence 
for a tacit Acknowledgment of what fhe thought of 
me, perhaps confirmed in it by the Remarks of my 
devout waiting Woman, continued her Difcourfe in 
fo high a Strain, with fo many bitter Taunts, and 
Expreulons fo very ill-timed, that not being much 
prejudiced in her Favour, I took her up very fhort 
for her Impertinence, telling, her with a piercing 
Look * to leave my Room ; that I waited for the 

* Guot/'s Return, and mould not fail to, acquaint 

* him with the Civilities I had received in the Apart- 

* ment he chofe for me, and where I had expected 
' to be fafe from any Intuit.' This was utter'd with 
fo much Refolution, that fhe durft not make any 
Reply. Her Hulband, who came in and heard Part 
of what I faid, a&'d very earneftly if any of his 
Family had behaved otherwife than with Refpe& ? I 
thank'd him very coldly for his Concern, and per- 
ceiving his Wife was going to open again,, I retired 
to my Clofet, throwing the Door after me; there £ 
burft into Tears, and loft myfelf in a Train of Re- 
flexions furpaJfing each other in the Anguiih they oc- 
cafioned. 

Abandoned thus to myfelf, I look'd upon what had 
Jiappen'd, as a Punimment for accepting of St. FaTt 
Offers : It would have been much better, faid I to 
myfelf, to have gone to a Monaftery, which would 
have anfwered all Purpofes : Love and Reafon might 
have gone Hand in Hand ; the old Marquefs perhaps 
would have defifted from perfecuting me. 1 mud have 
fuffer'd, it's true, from my Averfion to a Cloifter; 
but Virtue, being free from any Alarms, would have 
afforded fome Comfort, in reprefenting me bemoan'd 
and valued by a Lover truly dear, and whofe Pre- 
fervation was of fuch Confeqaencc. TJiis Day my 
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Jluin is compkated, continued I fliedding a Torrent 
of Tears; what wiii he not think ? What has he not 
room to imagine ? He finds me in the Hands of ano~ 
ther; however innocent I may be, he furprifes him 
sit my Feet; Appearances are egainft me, he'll never 
retnrn. 

Three Hours were fpent in the mod melancholy 
Situation: no Account of what had pafs'd, which 
my Imagination reprefented very tragical. The 
ftricl Honour of St. Fal was too notorious, not to 
render it more than probable : I could not forbear 
thinking he muft have perifh'd in the Combat, fince 
lie thus left me a Prey to racking Uncertainty. 
This Notion gathering ftrength, let me into the 
Confequences of fuch a terrible Affair; it was na- 
tural to expeft being feized, and made refponfibie 
lor what my Imagination reprefented to have hap- 
pened, as theCaufe, tho' very innocent of the Quar* 
rel: In this Cafe I had no room to flatter mpelf ; 
on the contrary it was reasonable to fuppofe I 
fhould find no Favour, but meet with the levereA 
Treatment. 

Such jaft Alarms produced other Reflections; I 
thought it high Time [to consider fferioufly what I 
had to do. Flight feemed the bed grounded, as well 
as fafeit, and which confequently I refolved on. 
Money I did not want (for 1 forgot to mention a 
Purfe of Gold I found in the Commode) but I repeat 
it once more, I was no longer that Jenny, Miftrefs 
Of fo much Refolution in any Adventure ; Plenty, 
Eafe, consulting my Inclinations, had inftill'd all 
the Terrors and Weaknefs ufual with young Women 
of Quality; I was even afraid of being left alone; I 
loved to be at my Eafe; and the Apprehenfion of 
being otherwife, gave me no fmall Anxiety. A 
Service I could not think of with Patience; and yet 
the only Means which prefented themfelves were a 
Service, or to Work for a Lively hood. What could 
I set about? I knew nothing, and could fcarce wait 

,on 


Iht Fortunate Cwhtry Maid* 327 

on myfelf. It fignified nothing to debate the Thing, 
a thoufand Obftacles oppofed themfelves to what my 
Virtue - pointed oat; it did not yield indeed, bat 
maintained its Ground, yet, fallicd as it was by fo 
many concurring Accidents, it no longer caft forth 
thofe bright Rays, it had formerly done, when not 
weigh'd down with the Follies of the Age. I faw 
plainly my wretched Condition, and bewail' d it; 
bat that was all I came to no Refolution. 

It was now near Ten at .Night, and nothing d«- 
ttrmin'd ; I knew not which Way to turn myfelf, 
Over-whdnVd as I was, I never-thought of eating. 
M/ Cook- Maid, who war mightily taken with me 
from the firfty and whofe good Nature, which faf 
AirpafVd that of my waiting Woman, made her 
more considerate and attentive, came to look for ma 
in my Clofet. I mall make no Difficulty to enter 
into a Detail of what polled between us, as it proved 
afterwards to be of Confluence. * Ladyof oars 
(fftid (he very innocently) * do People live here on 
4 the Air ? Why your Sapper has been ready this two 

* Hours. Jefu- Maria! (cried me holding her Candle 
to my Face) * 70a are all in Tears ! Can Perfons at 

* yourj Age have any thing to trouble them f Mercy 

* on us ! what will become of others, when fach 

* f*eet Babes take things to heart? Jaft Heavens! I 
' am rarely fitted truly, one of the Frying Pan into 
' the Fire; my laft Miftrefs was always grumbling, 

* growling, marling, and throwing things about; 

* this here cries like a Child: Patience, every one 
*- has their Humour— Bat, in plain Truth, what makes 

* you take on thus ? You want for nothing: have you 

* not a good Lodging, well furniftYd? a large In - 

* come ? As for Youth or Beauty, Heaven be praifed* 

* we need not go from Home, fo that you are 

* much to be pitied truly! Pies on't, what would 
v.* you do, if you were in my Place, fimple as I Hand 
4 here? Gracious Saviour! (continu'd the good na- 
tuted Creature with Tears in her Eyes) * I warrant 
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• ye aH this for the Lofs o r her Hufcand! Weil, 

• he't gone, and there's an End on't. For one 

• cold one, there's a thoufand warm ones. We ihan't 
4 jnifs our Market ; we live, Heaven be praifed, in 

• a Country where they are as plentiful as the Mifc- 

• ries of a Kitchen. Wench.' 

I could not forbear fouling at my Maid's 'Compa- 
rifons and manner of comforting me: I told her 
however, to leave me, and that I did not intend to 
eat. ' Then I mufte'en faft too (continued (he) for 

• it wonld not be right in me to regale whilft my good 

• Miftrcfs is in Affliction. Well, well, it wont kill 
« me; if I go without my Supper to-night, I'll cat 

• two to morrow.' Barbara (for that was her Name 
left me faying this: her Companion moved me, I 
call'd her back, and order "d her to go to Supper. 
«■ Come then (faid flic) we'll compound the Matter: 
« if you'll but fup a Porringer of Broth, I'll undertake 

• to eat as much as any Four in the Parifh ; otherwife 

• I can out- faft oar Curate, the greateft Penitentiary 

• in all the Country, and a very good Man if he did 

• not love Money, and here and there a pretty Girl, 

• you know what I mean. If it were not for fuels 

• little Fooleries, they fay, he might have been a 
' Saint long ago; but, like the reft of the World, 

• he loves himfelf ; and after all, he may not be fo 

• much to blame, as People pretend. 1 

I endeavonr'd a fecond Time to fend Barbara a- 
way, lofing all Patience thro' her Nonfenfc When 
we are under Affliction, every thing incommodes us ; 
but this Day I was deftin'd to be embroil'd. " Be 
" gone (faid I very haftily) do you think I have no- 
" thing to do but — " ' Well, Madam, I am gone 
(faid fhe without ftirring an Inch ;) ' ITee foul Weather 

• gathering, and you muft be obey'd. How one may 

• be deceived ! I coif Id have fworn, with fo much 

• good Nature in your Face, you would never be 
' angry : but they fay, one fhoUld never judge of 

• People by their Looks; and I fancy, when yon 

' have 
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* have a Mind, yon can fcold as well as another. 

* Heavens be praifcd, Women of my Rank (that 
was her ExpreJfcon) * are born to fuffer : I liv'd with 
« one Mademoifelle dTEUrieux, who like you * 
" Mademoifelle fElbieux! cried I, ftruck with the 
Name) " where is fhc ?" * Why are you acquainted 
« with her?' (anfwer'd Barbara.) " No, (faid I, 
difiembling the Truth) «« but a Friend of mine 
*» knows her." « So much the better, if yon are 

* not acquainted (replied Barbara;) ihe is a milici- 

* ous Mite, or Lady, which you pleafe now me is 
' married ; our Village has a good Riddance of her, 
1 (he plagued us out of our Lives, when ihe came to 

* pafs the Summer there, which was only every 

* Year.' " What is the Name of your Village; (faid 
I, extreamly furprized that what I heard ihould agree 
fo well with the Place of my Birth.) « If you ima- 

* gine J. have forgot, Madan, (replied Barbara) you 
4 are miftaken ; my Memory is not fo fhort, nor is it fo 

* long fince I came from thence ; it's call'd D ■ ■ ■» 
' another the leaft in the Foreft of Fontcdnbleau, it'* 

* not behind hand with the bed of them, a perfect 
4 little Paradife on Earth, I long to end my Days 

* there ; but Patience, all in good time, if God grants 

* me Life, every thing has its Day; fomething muft 

* be laid up to prevefnt ftarvhig ; we are poor Folks, 

* it's true, but vtry honeii; and our Family, God be 

* prais'd, has nothing to reproach itfeif with, except 

* one of my Nieces, who has made Noife enough, and 
' they fay will make her Fortune : but there is not one 

* of us would be in her Place; for it's a Proverb in 

* our Village, More Honour and left M$*ey; a good 

* Name is better than a golden Girdle. 

Upon this (he went away. Let any one imagine 
the Conftemation I was in to find my Cook -Maid to 
be my own Aunt; for by what fire laid, (he was my 
Father's Sifter This is one of thpfe Accidents, 
which are lead expected and make the deepeit Im. 
preffion. I could have wilh'd to have enter 'd a little 
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more into Particulars frith this good natnrM fimple 
Relation \ bat I thought it proper to take another 
Opportunity of afkine abundance of Queftions which 
occurred. My Head was too much pcrplex'd to 
take the neceflary Precautions Prudence would fug- 
ged, in order to prevent betraying myfelf in fuch a 
Conversation. 

Good natured Barbara, or rather my Aunt, pre- 
sently brought me a Porringer of Broth : I received 
it in an obliging Manner, and behaved to her with 
great Tendernefs. She went away, fwearing I had 
pleas'd her better than if I had bellow 'd- an Agnus on 
her: this was faying a great deal, for her being very 
fond of Relicks, tho' her Devotion was well order'd, 
and no ways refembling the precrfe Severity of Made- 
moifelle Brocban, my crofs-grain'd waiting Woman. 

1 was no fooner left alone, but I wis buried again 
in Reflections : various Projects were form'd in my 
difturb'd Imagination ; fometimes I was for difcover • 
ing myfclf without any Ceremony to my Aunt, and 

ring back with her to the Village ; the next Moment, 
was for retiring to a Monaflery and concealing my- 
felf fo well, as never to be heard of more ; then again 

I refolved to write to Madame de Q , or to go to 

her, and beg to be received as a Servant; in a Word, 
twenty different Schemes prefented themfelves, but I 
had no Courage to fix upon any one of the'm. 

My laft Refolution after a long Struggle, was to 
go to Paris, and Ihut myfelf up in fome Room where 
I might learn to Work, till J had recovered myfelf 
fufficiently to determine what was to be done. This 
Refolution taken, 1 dried up my Tears, and then 
began a Letter to the Marquefi: I juflified myfelf in. 
a hand fome Manner, and concluded with afiuring 
him that iince he had thought fit to fufpeel my Con* 
duel, he (hould never fee me more. 

In the fame Packet I enclofed another directed to 
Manfiiur de St. Fat, wheiein J return'd him Thanks 
for all his Civilities, and allured him, that whatever 

befell 
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befell me, they fhould always be frefh In my Memo- 
ry ; I told him, that it was with the greateft Regret 
I deprived myfelf of fo generous and difinterefted a 
Friend ; and added, that I fhould do him the Juftice 
to flatter myfelf, that notwithstanding what the 
World might think fit to fay of me, he would fcorn 
to condemn me on bare Appearances, as his Kinfman 
bad done. This Offence provok'd me fo much, that 
it was frequently mentioned in both my Letters. 

I was going to feal them; nty Defign was to 
leave them on my Toilette, to pretend the next 
Morning to take the Air ; to lock up my Apart* 
ment and fend the Keys to generous St. Fa/, that 
be might withdraw his Effects, and after thefe pro- 
per Meafures, to take a Place in the Coach for Paris : 
I was Beginning, I fay, to order thefe Affairs, when 
my Aunt came haftily into the Room, telling me to 
dry up my Tears -, that (he had learnt the Occafion 
of them from Madame de Geneva? s Servant ; that I 
bad nothing to do but to be merry, for that the Dan- 
ger I apprehended was all over. I afk'd Barbara, 
with great Earneftnefs, whence fhe had learn'd all 
this ? ' Here (faid fhe, pointing to St. Fal and the 
the Marquifi, who that Moment entered the Room) 

* here is a convincing Proof of what I fay. God be 

* praifed, you are eafy, and that Witch Brecban* 
4 Heart will burft with Spleen.' 

I gave no Attention to what fhe faid : The Mar* 
ttufi was at my Feet ; he had feiz'd my Hands, en- 
dcavour'd to fpeak, but was not able, nor was I to 
prevent his Careffes ; my Tears alone could force 
their Way, no defpifeable Language on fuch an Oc- 
cafion. 

St. Fal was ftill filent; leaning on the Back of my 

Chair, from whence I had no Power to rife, he feem- 

ed to wait the Refult of the firft Emotion, " 1 have 

" brought you back (faid he to me) a tender and a 

" faithful Lover. Appearances impofed on him but 

5* for a Moment, and I had no Difficulty in con vinc- 

« ing. 


3£2 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


M iag him how deferring yon are of his Affections. 
* Twenty Times he has MofiTd, to think he con'd 
«• fufpeSyour Conduct; aad we Jhould have bee* 
•* here four Hours ago, had we not met with my 
•* Unde. I cafily fbrefaw how mach yon moft fuf- 
« c fer from your Apprehenfions, aad (hoold have font 
" Word of oar being prevented from waking imme* 
*' diately on you, thro 1 fear of giving the old Mar* 
" queft any room to fhfpect as ; bat that we thought 
" fuch a Commiffion of too great Confequcnce to be 
" entrofted with a Stranger. 

" Recover yourfelf then, MadtPtmJelle ; dry op 
" your Tears, and enjoy without Difturbance the 
" Pleafures of feeing a Lover again, who deferves 
" you as well for his honourable Intentions, as by 
" theGreatneis of his Paffion." Saying this, St Fat 
left us, promifiog me to return the next Day. 
He went, as he faid, to meet his Uncle, in order to 
give the Marquefs an Opportunity of difcourfing 
with me. My Heart was (o full, and fo much affect- 
ed with the Prefence of a Lover too dear to me, 
that I was fcarce able to return a Bow to this gene- 
roa, Friend. 

At any other Time, I would not have been left 
alone with the Mar quefs ; bat tbtn, I was in a dif- 
ferent Way of Thinking : I felt a fecret Joy to find 
myfelf acquitted in his Mind, and wifh'd to hear it 
confirm 'd. My Tears were no longer the Effect of 
Defpair; the Trouble I was in, leem'd a pleating 
Kind of Melancholy, and afforded a Satisfaction. 
How delightful mad that Pleafure be, which comes 
in the Room of Misfortunes that were expected f 
This Period of my Life is never reflected on but with 
the utmoft Content. 

The Moment I am writing fech an interesting 
Paflage of my Memoirs, this admired Lover, thia 
Hufhand, in whom I am now happy, furprife me 
ia my Clofec : He fmiles at ray Perplexity in pro- 
perly exprefiing fo momentous an Epnk ; he firys; 

he 


fbe Fortunate Country Maid. 333 

lie will affift my Memory on this Occafion ; he takes 
the Pen, he writes, he will not be refufed; though 
he were not fo dear to ne as he really is,, he mult be' 
obey'd. Thus, indulgent Reader, or fevere 7 Critick, 
you mail not wonder, if the Stile in the following 
Sheets is not always alike; the Marquefs of L. V* 
is Xo Complaifant, as to affift me often in the Execu- 
tion of this Work. I am fenfible this Digreflton, at 
well as my frank Confeffion above, is not entirely 
according to Rule ; but, is there any to be obferv- 
ed, when the Heart fpeaks ? I mould cboofe to 
break through it, rather than lofe an Opportunity 
of. mentioning the moft amiable of Hulbands. But 
to return. 

I was fo tranfported, as I mentioned above, to 
fee a Lover again whom I gave over for loft, that 
I never thought till now of making him rife : I ufed 
my utmoft Endeavours to prevail on him to chance 
fo painful a Pofture ; but, preffing my Hands, he 
anfwer'd, « No charming Jenny, FU die at your 
Feet, if you refufe to pardon the cruel Outrage I 
have committed. I acknowledge myfelf the laft 
of Mankind ; I thought you capable of Perfidity ; 
I imagined my Coufin in Pofleffion of that only 
Trcafure I covet, and after which I have figh'd fo 
long. Alas ! what did I not think ? How difficult 
is it to be impartial when in Love f I own fuch Suf- 
picions are highly criminal, I repeat: I ought 
to have known you, and that alone mould have 
prevented my indulging a Jealoufy, which Appear* 
ances hurried to an Extremity/ 
What did not my Heart feel, whilft the M*rp*fi 
made his Apology I How gracefully did he acquit 
himfelf f A Heart of Marble muft have been moved 
at what he faid on that Subject. Happy are thofe 
young Women, whom inbred Virtue and Modefry 
are their Guard, or fevere Education fupplies the 
Want of fuch happy Difpofitions I Without one of 
thefe Reftraintt, 1 know not (with Coafufion I fpeak 
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it) how far J might have indulged myklf. TheBIufheo 
anting from thefe loo endearing Reflexions, were 
looked upon by the MarjMefi as the Maris of a Re- 
feutment ftill fubfifting ; a fecond Time he aflt'd" if I 
forgave him, " Yes, my Lord, (anfwer'd I hiding 
ray Face) " I do : Ac the fame Time let me be- 
' fecch yon to forget the Vexation my liftening to 

* the Count your Kinfman's Advice has perhaps oc* 

* cafion'd : I am very ienfibie I ought to have beat 

* the firft to engage him in a pun&ual Compliance 

* with your Father Deixgnsi but that very Incli- 
1 nation, that over ruling Deference, at the fame 
'■ Time inJHll'd a Horror again!* a Convent, which 
' neceflarily implied an abfolate Separation from 
t you. It is that very Paffion, which you have in- 

fpired, and has been but too much cheriuYd» that 
% endanger'd my forfeiting your Efteem, by feme 

* Indifcretions."— « No, adorable Jimj (replied 
the Mm-fUi/s feating himiesf by me) ' you are no 

ways Co blame : Ruin on your Side, and Defpair 
on mine, mail have been the evitable Coofe- 
quence of your falling into my Father's Hands : 
His Defign was to flint you up for Life ; his Mea- 
fures were to well concerted, and his Orders would 
have been fo punctually obey'd, that I maft have 
loft you for ever * All this I learnt but the other 
Day. A Servant of my Father*** in whom he 
much confides, knowing my very Life lay at Stake, 
let me into the Secret : I took Poll immediately 
upon it, and came bnt a few Hours too late. Ima- 
gine the Defpair which feized me, when coming 

to Madam dt G *s, I found you gone. She 

was moved at my Condition ; and it waa from her 
I learn'd St. JW'a Commimon : She had the Pre- 
caution to engage my Word of Honour, or I would 
have rifqued my Life in extorting from him the 
Place where he % bad left you. I difiembled with 
him, fet Spies upon him ; in fine, difcover'd hU 
Haunts* it was I that came laft Night to enquire 

« for 
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for you : To fpeak the Troth, all thcfe Practices, 
the Negled or rather Contempt of my Father's Or- 
ders, the remaining at Verfaillu, this Lodging, all 
togetherturn'd my Head. Ah ! cried I to myfelf, 
I am betray'd ! St. Fat has taken Advantage of the 
Authority put into his Hands ; 'jenny was terrified 
with it ; my Coufin is handfome, and Jenny y per- 
haps, nnfaithfni. This Notion, throwing me into 
D*i|MLuv ma^e me watch St. Fal all Night. When 
ho came to FirJailUs, I endeavoured to fift him, but 
not getting any thing ont of him (for you was not 
then arriv'd) I blam'd my own Sufpicions. Think* 
iag you was in fome Monaftery, I began to rtfolve 
upon coming to Extremities and breaking ray Word » 
in order to Force St. Fal to difcover where yon wera 
feenred : With this Defign, I endeavoured to find 
htm ont; but hearing he was gone the Evening be* 
fore 9 and not expecting to overtake him, I reioiv'd 
to wait his Return, and then revenge the Evils lie 
had brought upon me. Heaven was merciful, and 
order'd matters other wife : Going out of the Park, 
whither I went to indulge my Thoughtfalaafs, I 
had a Sight of St. Fal walking with great Emo- 
tion ; I followed him, and found he enter'd here, 
by which means I difcover 'd your Lodging. 
« This is part of the Uneafinefs, lovely Jenny, you 
made me undergo: but, judge of my Defpair, when 
coming up to an elderly Woman, who waits oa 
you, and whom I addrefied my felf to let you 
know I was at the boor, I learnt from her, that 
you faw nobody ; that the preceeding Evening a 
Nobleman had been refufed, and that St Fal alone 
had Admittance. I would have told my Name, and 
perfuaded her to let me in ; (he replied, that the 
Count and you were alone, and Aie did not think 
proper to interrupt you. All this was delivered in 
(o myilerious a Manner, as diilurb'd me very much,, 
Ten Low* a*Qri proier'd and accepted, removed all 
Obstacles * the old Woman, charm 'd at the Sight 

« of 
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« of the Gold, was fo far from continuing refa&ory, 
« that of her own Accord, (he propos'd concealing me, 

< provided I gave my Promife that I would never 
« difcovcr her Complaifance, nor what (he was going 
c to impart to me. The more My fiery (he affe&ed, 
« the more my Sufpkion increased. Give me Leave 
« to pafs over in Silence the Impertinence (he was 

< guilty of in your Regard/ Here I interrupted 
the Marquefs, and would know what a Servant 
could pretend to fay of me, with whom (he had 
been but two Days acquainted. It was with fome 
Difficulty the Marquefs fatisfied me on this Head ; 
he own'dthat Brocban had given him to underfland, 
that St Fal comforted me in my Affliction for the 
Loft of a Hufband, and upon that Account I re- 
futed all other Vifits. ' Forgive me once more,* 
(cried the Marquejt, feeing me moved at this De- 
tail) ' I know very well 1 ought not to have given 
' the lead Credit to it ; but one would imagine e- 

* very thing confpir'd to involve me in Guilt I 
' find 6V. Fal at your Feet, your Expreffions are 
' edearing, he kifles your Hand, you don't refent 
f . it. Could any Man, as much in Love as myfelf, 

< calmly behold fo intereiling a Scene ?* But what do 

* I fay ? Ought I to be furpriz'd that my Coufin 
' fhould wear your Chains ? Or rather ought I not 

* to expedt as many Rivals, as there are Men who 
' behold your Charms l t 

This Diicourfe concluded with the tendered Marks 
of the mod lively Paffion : The Marquefs exprefled 
himfelf with fo much Ardour, as would not by any 
Means admit of the lea ft Interruption ; however, I 
gain'd fo much over myfelf, as to refer the Sequel of 
a Converfation, which concern'd me fo nearly, to 
the next Day, telling him it was paft Midnight, and 
that Decency requir'd he mould retire. Ever Com- 

Flaifant aad Tradable, he obey'd, kiffing my Hand, 
plainly perceiv'd by his Countenance and Addrefs 
that he wiih'd for fomeihing mere i I thought I 

night 
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might allow him a Kifs, and tunTd my Cheek to 
him, bat with fo much Confufion, that he eafily 
perceivM it was the firft Favour I ever beftowM on 
any Man, and for which he was entirely beholden 
to the Sincerity of my Paffion. 
• The Emotion, occafion'd by fo many different 
Adventures, was too great to fuffer me to enjoy that 
Repofe, which might naturally arife from the endear- 
ing Behaviour of the Marquefs. Hitherto I had been 
an entire Stranger to that modifh Complaint of the 
Ladies, call'd Vapours ; but this Night f fufficiently 
experienced the Violence of them, and it was Day- 
break before I began to reft. 

Tender Barbara came to wake me about Two in 
the Afternoon, alarm "d at my profound Sleep: She 
informed me that St. Fal had call'd in the Morning. 
I could not but admire his Difcretion ; my Ample 
Aunt frankly owning it was not her Fault, that he did 
not come into my Bed chamber; but he refused it, left 
as he faid, my Reft might be difturb'd. We have 
not many Inftances of fuch Moderation ; the Marquefs 
has iince own'd, he fhould not have behaved fo well. 

I took this Opportunity of remonftrating very 
mildly to my Aunt, that Decency requir'd,flie lhould 
never fuffer any one to come into my Chamber when 
I was in Bed: As (he meant fio Harm, this was fuffi- 
cient to make her promife to be more upon her 
Guard for the Future, 

I was fitting down to Dinner, when the Marquefs 
came in, more amiable than ever; his Drefs>was ex- 
ceedingly genteel, and the Satisfaction vifible in 
his Countenance, gave him*fo charming an Air, as 
could not bat with Difficulty be withftood. His 
Convention was lively and affecting; I a flu red him, 
as often as he de fired, of my intire Reconciliation. 
How dear and fleeting are the Moments fpent with 
thofe we love ! The Clock ftruck Four, when we 
had frill a thoufand Things to fay, and were fo taken 
up with each other, that if Barbara had not remind* 
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ed me of Dinner, I ihould have pafs'd the whole Day 
without eating. The Marquefs made a< thoufand 
Apologies for having undeiignedly given Occafion to 
this Delay. I afk'd him with a Smile, whether he 
would venture on fuch a Meal as was ready ? He 
was tranfported at my Propofal, thinking himfelf 
much obliged. Barbara, whom I did not blufh to 
call Aunt, was ordered to fervt up Dinner immedi- 
ately 5 we fat down to Table, and Love, as will ea- 
fily be imagined, fuppiied the Place of a third Per- 
fon After Dinner we enter tain'd each other with 
the Detail of all that had patted fince-our Seperation : 
Adventures, Reflections, nothing was omitted, not 
even St. Agne$\ Hiltory, which I related to the Mar- 
quefiy and the Share I had in every thing which re. 
garded that dear Friend. My Lover aflured me, 
that, in consideration of our mutual Friend/hip, he 
would employ all his Intereft for fetting afide her 
Vows, and ieem'd .much concerned that I had not 
by me the Letters entrufted to my Ca/e, for that he 
would have difpatched Dubois exprefs to the M > 
with them as they were directed, and have heard 
fome Tidings of Meinour t. I informed the Mar* 
fuefs into whofe Hands I had delivered them, and 
thence took an Occafion of acquainting him with 
lAndamnis Adventures; he had already heard of 
them, and exprcfs'd himfelf \ery much in her 
Favour. 

The Converfation turn'd infenfibly on St. Fal. 
If Jealoufy were the Standard of Love, I ought to 
have been very well fatished with the Vivacity of 
the Marquefs\ Paifion ; he alk'd a thoufand Quefti- 
ons concerning that of his Co u fin j I anfvvered them 
very fincerely; J difcover'd that the Detail gave 
him Pain ; but, at the fame Time, I obierved with 
Pleafure, he did St, Fal Juftice ; even fo far as to 
tell me, that St. Fal^ Honour was fo much to be 
relied on, that tho' he knew him to be his Rival, 
And was himfelf inclined to be jealouj, yet if my 

v Affairs 


i 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 339 

Affairs required it, lie mould not heiitate a Moment 
to leave me in his Power. I anfwered with a 
Smile, that my Way of thinking was a fufficient 
Governefs: to which he replied with the fame good 
Humour, he did not queftion it, but that his chief 
* Dependance was on the Regard, he flrftter'd him- 
felf, I had for him. I remember I looked on him, 
at that Imtant, with fo much Tendernefs, that 
he might eafily difcern, the natural Modefty of* the 
Sex hid from him a Part of what then pafs'd in my 
Breaft. 

The Emotion I perceived in his Eyes making me 
apprehenfivc left my own had betray 'd me, and he 
fhould reflect we were alone, I aflc'd him, in order 
to divert his Thoughts another way, whether he 
could with as little Difficulty give an Account of his 
own Behaviour, as I had done of mine. ' What 
' Account can I give you (replied the Marqut/s) but 
' of a great deal of Impatience and Vexation ? fe- 
< veral Copies of Letters wrote to my charming 

* Jenny % but prudentially fupprefled?' " Have a 
" Care (replied I, looking very earneftly at him) 
u what you fay : I have been informed of a cer- 
u tain fair Lady at Pont a Mouffbn who was not 
" altogether indifferent to you, that you found a 
" good deal of Amufement in thofe Parts; and 
u that another Lady—* Good God ! (cried the 
Marqmfs interrupting me and failing) . ' who could 
' have told you all thefe Stories ? I know none but 

* Dubois capable of making fuch Blunders ^ he has 

* been tiring you, I fuppofe, with the Adventures 

* that Country fnrniuYd $ and as they are frequent 
« enough, he has brought me in by Head and Shoul- 

* ders, in order to difcover whether your Regard 
4 for me would take the Alarm.' " A very notable 
•' Turn truly .(cried I laughing?) this Introduction 
" to what you mail think fit to relate, makes me 

" " « Alas ! lovely Jinny (replied the Afor- 

! t**/* ytry carneilly) * this is too ferious a Subject 
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' to jeft with. Can you imagine) that .were yo« 

* poffefs the Heart of one whole liridt Honour e- 

* quals mine, there can be any Room for other 

* Objects ?' " J am willing, my Lord (replied I) 
" to credit what you fay* neverchelefs I fhall not 
•' difpenfe with your giving a Detail of your Stay 
•' in Lorraine" I was very prefling on this Subject 
Whatever Self Love might di&ate, I would not 
rely on the Power of my Charms; or perhaps I 
fought the Pleafure of having a farther Confirmati- 
on of a Paffion already fp endearing: be it as it 
will, my Lover feeing me obftinately bent on hear- 
ing the Relation, thought fit to fatisfy my Curiofity 
in the following Words. 

* The Detail of my Adventures (charming Jenny) 
will not be very long. A profound Melancholy 
feiz'd' me on my Arrival in Lorraine; I feldom 
went out of my Chamber except to Church; Du- 
bois feeing me pine away, thought proper to en- 
gage me to take the Air and fee 'Company ; find- 
ing me averfe to what he propofed, and obferving 
me to grow worfe and worfe, he applied to a 
Phyfician of Note in the Town where we were, 
and entreated him to come to me. In order ta 
prepare me for the Reception, he faid, I might, 
if I plea fed, bury myfelf alive j but that I could 
not refufe Vifits, and muft expeft them; though, 
according to the cftablifh"d Cuftom, I ought to 
have prevented thofe who fhowed me that Civility. 

* The Apprehenfion I was under, left my Valet dt 
Chambre fhould have made me guilty of ill- breed* 
ing, by inviting in my Name any one to viiit me, 
occafion'd my giving him a fevere Reprimand* 
The Gentry of thole Parts are People of Worth, 
but very nice in Point of Puntiilio, and I mould 
have been unwilling to have given any Offence 
for feveral Reafons. Dubois made me eafy, by 
alluring me, that he was no ways blameable as to 
this Particular, having only defired a Phyfician to 

call 
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v call upon me* At that Inftant the Doctor fent in 
* his Name; he enter'd the Room very genteely, 
but I little expected fo much Pleafantry from him; 
his Name is Le Lorrain, proper enough to remind 
him of the Place of his Birth. Inilead of Phy- 
fick, this merry Companion proposed a Party of 
Pleafnre; he {aid, I was not fit to keep my Cham- 
ber, but muft take the Air, to which the fine 
Weather invited me; that his firft Prefcription was, 
that I ihoulchgo that very Day to a little Box he 
had at a fmall Diftance, where I might pdflily 
mttt with r good Company; that good Wine and 
fine Women were admirable Remedies in all Hy- 
pochondraic Cafes Every Phrafe was feafon'd 
with a Smile, and the Tongue moiftening his Lips, 
ferved for Comma's and Points ; in a Word lovely 
Jenny, I never met with fo jocofe a Phyfician. I 
was fo taken with him, and his eafy Behaviour 
was fo agreeable, that I made him to dine with 
me; all the while we were at Table, he enter- 
tain 'd me with feveral diverting Paffages ; in the 
Evening we went to his Country Houie, and found 
fome good Company. I did not perceive the La- 
dies were in the lead awkward, as they are gene- 
rally reprefented ; their Drefs was very faihionable, 
their Accent, it's true, not fo good as at Paris; 
nevertheless I mud own, that in Point of good 
Breeding and Politenefs, they are no ways inferior 
to the Parifians* 

* My Phyfician dined with me the next Day; he 
prefcribed for me with his ufual Facetionfnefs, and 
for the firft Time I wsa prevail'd upo» to have re- 
courfe to an Apothecary's Shop. I found great 
Benefit from what I took, and never enjoy'd a bet- 
State of Health It were to be wiiVd that all 
our Doctors behaved in this Manner; befides his- 
great Skill, he has the Knack of putting his Pa- 
tients in good Heart, which is at leaft half a 
Cure. 
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* In the Affairs of Life, the firit Step is all; tncf 
Melancholy, arising from your Abfence, hung upon 
me, yet I had a Relifh for Company ; but, what 
chiefly drew mc frequently to one particular Houie 
was, the near Refemblance which the Countefi de 
Choree' % eldeft Daughter has of you, in tvery thing 
except her Temper and Height ; methought I faw 
you whenever I was in her Company. This 
young Lady's Sifters are Perfons of great Merit. 
Mademoifelle de Cbarei, the Youngeft, is made up 
of Charms; her Brother as fine a Gentleman as 
any I know ; the Mother of this amiable Family, 
to a great Decjtrum joins a graceful Behaviour be- 
yond Imagination ; I muilleave you to judge how 
well I was pleafed with fo engaging a Family: 
and indeed I fpent mod of my Time there with a 
ieled Set of Acquaintance ; among the reft, I had 
the Pleafure of Count de la Mefim's Company; 
Mademoifelle de Sale, his Nitce, made one in that 
Group of Bean ties, and was no lefs diilinguifhed 
by her Wit than her Charms. 
' The mod intimate of my Acquaintance, and 
who remain fuch, are Mejfieurs de Gomber*vauk 9 
d'Atel and Dejlandres: I had been very intimate 
with a certain Gentleman named St. Jlu, a Perfon 
of Worth; but our Friendfhip fuffer'd from fome 
ill grounded Sufpicions, and was finally broke off 
by Conftru&ions, as wrong made as underftood. 
' The juftifying my Character to you, is of too' 
great Concern not to demand a fuccincl Account 
of this Rupture; perhaps you are not of the fame 
Opinion \yith me in an Affair ef this Nature, and 
confequently may condemn my Condud. I always 
look'd upon it as a Principle, that whoever breaks 
with his Friend, infringes the eftabliftTd Laws of 
Society. In confederation of the firft Engage- 
ments, every thing mould be overlooked; but if 
thofe Ties are to be laid afide, as incompatible 
with Honour and Reputation, a Man mould leave 
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the World to do him Jaftice, without the lea? 
Attempt to do it himfelf ; for whoever undertakes 
his own Judication, after breaking with hit 
Friend! only endeavours to prejudice in his Favour 
all thofe he makes Judges of his Cafe : this he 
cannot effect without defaming his Friend, and 
confequently commits a Fault again It a juft Deli- 

<« cacy of Sentiments, his own Choice, and Self Jn- 
tereft ; againit proper Sentiments, by putting him- 
felf into the woeful Neceffity of being an Informer 
on one Side, and his own Panegyrift on the other ; 
againft his Choice, by tacitly acknowledging him- 
felf miftaken in choofing his Friend ; and finally 
againft Selflntereft, by fetting up Judges, who 
may very poffibly condemn his Conduct. 
' From what I have advanced, lovely Jenny, this 
may be gathered, that I blame any Man that breaks 
with his Friend, much more him that feeks to 
juftify himfelf for doing it, but mod of all him 
who gives Occaiion to the Rupture. However, 
when a Man, without being wanting to thofe Du- 
ties to which Friend fhip obliges him, happens to 
lofe his Friend through a Capricioufnefs not to be 
excus'd, and the Rupture, becoming publick, may 
tarnifh his Honour, or that Etteem all polite Peo- 
ple are fond of; then, he may be allow'd to juftify 
his Conduit, obferving always the Cautions before 
given, to prevent his Chara&er being called in 
Queftion, and lofing thofe favourable Prejudices 
which introduce us to the Sweets of civil Society, 
or the fecret Springs that animate a Reputation of 
Benevolence, to which we are allow'd by honour* 
able Methods to afpire. 

* This laft was exactly my Cafe, deareft Jenny , 
at Pont-a-Moitflbn ; I memtioned to you the great 
Friend fhip between Monfaur de St. Alu and me, it 
was really fuch. This Intimacy no longer fub- 
fifts, and he publickly complains of me : He per- 

J fills in it, he has gone farther, he endeavours to 

' make 
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make me feel the Effc£b of his Resentment ; he has 
even employed the mod powerful Means to com- 
plete my Rain : He does not give over all Hopes 
of fucceeding. I have been filent a long Time, I 
have waited with Patience, he openly attacks me ; 
that is, he aims his Blows by thofe Hands, I have 
the greateft Reafon to refpecV Now then, may I 
not be allowed to juftify myfelf f I (hall undertake 
to do it, ftri£tty obferving the Rules of Decency 
and Politenefs I have juit now eftabliflied, and 
from which I hope never to fwerve. 
' The Affair in Queftion, difcreet Jinny, is as> 
nice as it is difficult to relate : A formal Accu- 
fation is laid again (I me ; I am charged with a 
Violation of Friendship in the moft attrocious Man- 
ner ; my Innocence is my fole Defence, and mjr 
Honour my only Evidence : Malice ever predo- 
minant over Charity, is on my Adverfary's Side. 
Again A fiich an Oppofition, with what Arms can 
I fupport my Caufe ? Muft I not naturally expect 
to fall nnder the Weight ? You alone, my Charm* 
er, can encourage me : if you pronounce Sentence 
in Favour of me and my Sentiments, what may I 
> not Hope for from the Goodnefs of my Caufe and 

• the Indulgence of the Publick r* 

The greater Preparation the Marque/* made for 
his Adventure, the more impatient I was to hear 
the Conciuhon. He took fo much Pains to win me 
over, that I was twenty Times upon the Point of 
telling him, that if 1 was to be Judge, all this wonld 
only contribute to determine me againft him ; but 
the Fear of retarding a Relation, whofe Introduction 
feemed to he of fuch Importance, and wherein he 
appeared principally concerned, reftrained me, and 
gave him an Opportunity of purfuing his Difconrfe 
in the following Words. 

' At my Arrival in Ltrraine, I learnt with a 

• great deal of Pleafure, that M. de St, Ah had 
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taken up his Refidence there ; I was overjoyed, 
we had been bred up together, and always very 
intimate. 

• We foon renewed our mutual Friend fhip ; and 
excepting our not being in the fame Houfe, we 
were ieldom apart, and might have been juftly 
called the Injefar aides ; we hid no Secrets from each 
other, our very Thoughts were communicated, 

• There was a Houfe in the Town where I viiiU 
ed with lefs Ceremony than at other Places ; the 
Freedom I there enjoyed was fo agreeable, that 
I generally eat, or at leaft fpent part of the Day 
there-. St. Alu frequently reproached me for it : 
He was not upon very good Terms with the Pro* 
voft's Lady (the Miftrefs of the Houfe) and at 
that Time refufed to do Juflice to the Merits of 
her Daughter. 

( She is an amiable Perfon, has a great deal of 
Wit, and exceeding fine Parts. She was married 
very young, and in a few Months became a Wi- 
dow. She might have married again very foon, 
if (he had pleafed ; fome Accidents, foreign to my 
Purpofe, had interfered. Her Bloom was in it's 
full Luftre when I was firft acquainted with her; 
and a flight Knowledge of her fufHced to fecure. 
One's Efteem and Intereft in her Behalf. 

• St. Alu knew -there was fuch a Perfon from the 
Time he fettled in the Town, but had made no 
Acquaintance wifch her. What I had advanced con-* 
cerning the Agreeablenefs of her Conversation, 
farprized him, and created a Defire of being able 
to judge for himfelf. I introduced him, he was 
received as an amiable Perfon, and it was not long 
before he gained their Efteem. 

' He had fcarce frequented the Houfe a Month, 
when he fell defperately in Love with the young 
Widow ; his Merit had it's ufual Succefs, and his 
Courtfhip was not reje&ed. 

« In 
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* In fine, notwithftanding fome Oppofition, the 

* Match, he fo earneftly defied, was at laft conclud- 

* ed and he put in PofTeffion of the Happinefs he 
4 fought. 

* This Wedding was fo far from makin^any Al- 

* teration in our Friend (hip, that it was rather en- 
' creas'ck St. Ah conld not live without me, as he^ 

* often faid. We were continually together, and 
' being willing on my Side to (hew a grateful Senfe 

* of fuch an endearing Deference, I fpent whole. 
' Days with the new married Couple, and thought 

* my felf extremely happy. 

* Neverthelefs, perceiving after fome Months that 

* my Friend was inclined to Jealoufy, I managed 

* my Vifits with Difcretion, and often abfented my- 
4 felf under various Pretences. For fome Tine Smmt 
4 Alu was fatisfied with the plaufible Reafons I al- 

* ledged for not feeing him fo frequently $ but, too 

* guick-fighted not, to fufpeel the real Caufe, after 

* lome Time he explained him felf ; and, without al- 
4 lowing me to make a Reply to a very obliging 

* Speech, he forced me to promife I would fee him 
' as often as formerly. 

4 I could not hold out againir his Entreaties* 
4 they were fo preffing, and accompanied with fuch 

* Franknefs, that I imagined the Laws of Friend - 

* fhip obliged me to defiit from my &rfk Defign. 

4 In fmall Towns, Aflemblies are much in Vogue s- 

* the Leifure which abounds there, makes Time pais) 
4 heavily ; to remedy which, Gaming is of infinite 
9 Service, by keeping up Correfpondences, which 

* could not fubfift without that interefting Primxm 
9 Mob He t Lanfquenet was play'd every Night at 
9 M. Si. Alu\\ this Amufement drew the whole 
4 Town thither ; and as they were well received, 
' and much at their Eafe in his Houfe, good Com- 
4 pany was never wanting, and 'twas generally late 

* before they parted. 

• One 
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* One Day St. Alu lent a Footman in the Morn- 
ing, to defire I would fpend that Day with him* 
intimating that he would not be denied ; it was a 
Feftival and very cold Weather. I went immedi* 
ately to his Houfe, where he waited for me to go 
to Church; accordingly we went with his Lady. 
After Dinner, we fell to play, and fnpp'd all three 
in the bed Humour imaginable. St. Alu was very 
gay, and fare enough I had little Reafon to expedfc 
what immediately happen 'd 

' Jail as we rofe from Table fome Friends came 
in, who ufually were there early to begin Play- 
As People can't talk always, St. Alu, who has a 
fine Hand on the Viol, took up the Inftrument, 
and entertained the Company with feveral Pieces 
of Mufick : They heard him with great Pleafure ; 
I took this Opportunity to leave the Room, hav- 
ing been (hut up the whole Day, in order to enjoy 
the frefh Air and a few Moments Reflection upon 
you, deareft Jenny. When we have any thing at 
Heart, Solitude is agreeable, and as it prefented 
itfelf, I willingly embraced it. 

' To go to the Room in which we play'd, one 
was obliged to go thro 1 Madame de St. A/us A- 
partmenc. I mentioned before the Coldnefs of the 
Weather : I had not been long in the Court, be- 
fore I was pierced with the frofty Air. I knew 
there was a good Fire in the Room where the 
Company was expected ; I went thither, the Door 
was open, and thinking I was alone, I (hut it after 
me* 

' The Candles were not lighted, which occafion- 
ed my Error, having no other Light than what the 
Fire afforded Jt rnuft be obferved, that in this 
Room there was a Bed with the Curtains drawn 
about it ; it was defign'd for a Friend chat was ex- 
pected that Night. 

' I was (landing very quietly with my Back to 
the Fire, thinking quite of another Thing than an 

« Affair 
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Affair of Gallantry, when f heajd femebody grout. 
Surpriz'd at this I afk'd wio was there? A Voice, 
which I knew to be Madam & St. Alus, called 
me. I am extreamly ill faid fhe ; I found myfelf 
chilly, and the Fire has (truck the Cold up to my 
Head ; I am fainting away. 
' I ran nattily to her Affiftance: (admire, dear 
ytnny, my unlucky Stars!) The very Inftant I 
ftoop'd down to raife her off the Ground, the 
Door was thrown open, and St. Alu appeared. He 
flarted back at feeing us. Heavens ! ' cried he, 
what's this? I am betrayed f my Wife is falfe, 
and you are a Villain and a treacherous Friend. 
This Reproach, which I had fo little Reafon to ex- 
pecl, bereav'd me of a Pretence of Mind iufficient 
for my dwn "Juftirication My Silence, without 
doubt, confirmed his Sufpicions; when I would 
have made him fenfible of his Miftake, it was too 
late, his Jealoufy blinded him, he would hear 
nothing; he roar'd in a horrible Manner, calling 
us by all the vile Names his Fury could fuggeft. 
What was to be done ? Reafon was loft on him ; 
it was to no Purpofe to reprefent to him that the 
Company in the next Apartment, alarm'd by his 
Noife, would come in upon us, and be WltnefTes 
of this unfortunate M if under/landing. He would 
not be appeafed ; his PafTion blinded him, and he 
ran headlong on his own Ruin. I thought it 
beft for me, in fuch cruel Circumitances, to re- 
tire, which I did immediately. What had I fore- 
feen, ha,ppen'd accordingly; it was* the Hour 
for the A/Tern bly to meet, the Stair-cafe was 
crouded with Company, and the whole Affair 
came out. 

' They afk'd me the Meaning of the Outcries 
they heard; J ftirog'd up my Shoulders and an- 
fwer'd, I think, fome Family Difpute. To put 
an End to it, and drown St, Alu 9 * Voice, who 
was ftill outrageous, I opened the Poor and cried 

I out, 
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oat, as if not^&ig had happen 'd, the Aftors are 
com*, <we nai'imfyHgbt away. 1 was in hopes St. 
Alu might come to himfelf, be appeas'd, and the 
Storm pafs. 

* The Company entcr'd the Room ; it. was very 
lucky there were no Lights, which would have 
difcdver'd a terrible Scene. Madame de St. Alu 
cried bitterly; the Hoiband had Tears in his Eyes ; 
to me all this was discernible by the Fire-light. 

' St. Alu, under the Pretence of ordering the Can- 
dles to be light, left the Room j when he return' d, 
as he pafs'd by, he bid me in very harm Terms 
to be gone, and never come into his Sight any 
more* It happeh'd unfortunately that an Officer, 
next me, overheard him ; this 'put me under the 
fatal Neceffity of not complying, as otherwife I 
naturally lhould have done ; neverthelefs, as my 
Sword was in another Room, and I did not think 
proper to run any Hazard from St. A/us Obftina- 
cy, I went and fetch'd it. His Lady, feeing me 
return, ihew'd* me by a Glance of her Eye how 
much he was concern'd at my Prefence. But un- 
fortunately, as I faid before, her Hufband's Threats 
were overheard ; and in a garrifon'd Town, where 
Points of Honour are fo much regarded, f could 
not th'nk of giving the lead Handle to People's 
Difcourfe, efpecially • in an Affair wherein I was 
not ailow'd to jultify myfelf: I remain'd there- 
fore, and had the Eyes of the whole AiTem- 
blyupon me. This made me fuffer cruelly ; to' 
put an end to fuch a troublefome Scrutiny, 1 pro- 
pos'd a Duppe to the Company, and fat down to 
play 

* After flaying a fufficient Time, to fhew I was 
not intimidated by 'St. Alu% Menaces, I left the 
Houfe. Whilft f ftaid, the Hufiband, much to 
be- pitied, gave evident Proofs of the Anguifh he 
was under, fometimes calling for his Sword, fome- 
trtries his Hat; inr fine, cytry Adicm betrayed 
Vol. I, N°. 10. Eh * what 
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what pafsM interiorly ; It mgr r d me exceffively, 
and I was in the utmoft DefpNtV for having been 
the OccaGon of what had happened* 
* The next Day I was exceedingly furpris'd to 
hear* that the Lady, prefs'd by her Hufband, who 
pretended to have feen ftrange Things, and on 
this, terrible Evidence threatened to kill her, if 
fhe did not frankly own all that had pafk'd, giving 
his Word to forget all that had happen'd* if fhe 
ihew'd fuch an entire Confidence in him: The 
Lady, I fay, thought fhe had done Wonders in 
.owning, that I would have taken off her Garten 
for a particular Ufe, fhe made me fay, that would 
bring her good Luck. As I often amus'd my (elf 
with Cabaliftical Operations ?nd performing Tricksy 
which, though natural in iherrtfelves, furprifc fuch 
as are Unacquainted wijh them, this amiable Lady 
laid hold on the Pretext to excufe herfelf, in hopes 
her Hufband, who knew me, would give credit to 
it. St. Jlu took this Occafion to have convincing 
Proofs of the Truth. His Lady is truly pious, 
and he obliged 'her that Morning to approach the 
Sacraments, and then Avear upon her Damnation, 
that nothing more had palled, She complied; 
and he ageed to live with her, provided fhe pro- 
mised never to fee me more. 

' This, dear Jenny, (continued the Marquefs), is, 
the real Truth of the Adventure without the leaft. 
Difguife Far from blaming St. Alu% Conduct, 
and justifying myfelf by ridiculing him, I really. 
pitied him fincercly, and always did him Juflice. 
I never omitted any Opportunity of mentioning . 
thofe good Qualities, my Friend fhip formerly re- 
marks in him. His Behaviour in my Regard has 
been .very different, every where railing againil. 
me. I never refenjted ii; and whatever he may 
do to force me to change my Conduct, I mall al- 
ways be the fame* and ever avoid doing him the 
lea&Pieiudice* This is the* Life I have led dux- . 
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* ing my Stay at Pont-a-'MMffoa : Reading and 

* Hunting took up my leifure Hours j but, what* 
' ever my Amufemcnts were, you were always pre* 
' feat to my Imagination.' 

My Lover related this Adventure with fo muck 
Candour, that I no longer fufpetled his Fidelity. 
After this, our Difcourfe turn'd upon the Situation 
of my Affairs, : I could not forbear hinting the Un* 
eafinefs I felt, at being a Burthen to St. Fa/; add- 
ing withal, that I could not prevail with myfelf to 
live any longer at his, or any other Perfon's Ea* 
pence ; that I was come to a Refolution, which was) 
notwithstanding my little RelHh for a Convent, to 
take Shelter in one, as a Place of Security againd 
Temptations ; that I could not depend on my owa 
Strength, as the World had it's Charms j that I mm 
too great a Hazard in fuch a Situation, 

The Marquefs heard me without Interruption He 
fcem'd thoughtful : I continued to reprefent to him 
vtry earneftly the Dangers to which i was expofed; 
and to convince him I did not complain without 
Reafon, I fairly related the Vifit intended me by the 
Duke, the Remarks le Geneva! had made on it, and 
her Behaviour to me the Day before. 

My Lover feem'd fenfible that I was in the right, 
particularly as to the Dangers I mentioned in fo 
lively a Manner. He replied, * that he would 
take till the next Day to confider on what I al- 
ledged, and that he did not defpair of finding 
fome Expedient between the two Extremes, which 
I ihould approve of; protefting that he was too 
nearly concern'd in every thing which regarded * 
my Reputation, not to concur with me in proper 
Meafures.' After fome Difcourfe on the Subject, 
he retir'd, alluring me that ' he'would immediate- 
ly think of fome Method to make me eafy, till he 
had the* Happinefs of {hewing,, that he efleenTd , 
nothing in this World equal to me/ 
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Theft lad Marks of my Lover's Tendernefs af- 
forded me much Comfort : My Hopes began to 
tower, and notwithstanding the man/ Obitacles 
that might difcourage me from expecting a Hulband 
of the Marquefi* Quality, ftill I fiatter'd myfelf 
with the bewitching Chimera. Every thing appears 
poffible, when eagerly defir'd. After feveral Re- 
flexions on this Head, I bethought myfelf of the 
Letters I had wrote to the Marquefs and St. Fa/ : I 
had a Curiofity to read them again, bnt they were 
not to be found. At firft I was uneafy, and look'd 
earneftly for them, though in Tain. Nobody had 
been in the Room but the Perfons to whom thj?y 
were directed ; I concluded they had committed the 
Robbery, and, all Things confider'd, was well e- 
aough pleas'd. 

Thefe Letters, efpeciaMy that to the Marquefs* 
difplay'd my Averfion to my prefent Situation, and 
Difrelifh for all A Pittance from others : I imagined 
this might induce the Marquefs to provide for me, 
without my feeming to afk it. A thonfand palling 
Fancies made me long to depend on him alone. 
Methought that would fcreen me from me own 
Scrupulosity. He had promised to marry my, which 
I judged fufficient for my J unification ; this was a 
great Step for me, whole tehder Confcience was 
often alarm 'd at Trifles. ' 

The next Day I received a Letter from the Mar- 
quefsy acquainting roc, that he could not fee me 
thefe two Days; being oblig'd to wait on his Father 
16 Paris* who had Bufinfefs of Confequence chat ri- 
quir'd Difpatch He added, he had fome Affairs 
of his own, which he would willingly end before he 
favfr me ; ho. a&'d it as a Favour, that I would not 
be impatient, hoping that his Return wcu!d effect an 
agreeable Change in my Affairs, and a/Turing, me 
I (hould have- no room to repent the Confidence I * 
had placed in him. . ~ 

7be EndofthtFirfVvlumt. 
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